
MARCH 1ST, 2026 | THE HEALING OF THE HEMORRHAGING WOMAN

Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day

Sat. 2/28
5:00 PM

For the repose of Saidie Boohaker Egeland
requested by the Family

Sts. Koura & Marana,
Disciples of St. Maron

Sun 3/1
8:00 AM

For the repose of Anthony Tombrello
requested by Carolyn Juliano & Family

The Healing of the 
Hemorrhaging Woman

& St. Domnina
& St. Eudokia of Baalbek

Sun 3/1
10:30 AM

For the repose of Yaacoub Abi Nakhoul requested by Jackie Akl
& also the Memorial of Samir Abouhaidar

Mon 3/2
10:00 AM

For the repose of Harvey Saad
requested by Joe & Lil Harrison

St. John Maron, 
the First Maronite Patriarch

Tues 3/3
10:00 AM

For the health of Cathey David Abi Khaled
requested by Mary David

St. Thomas Aquinas,
Doctor of the Church

Wed 3/4
5:30 PM

For the repose of the deceased and the intentions of the living 
members of the Ladies Altar Society

St. Paul & His Sister, 
St. Juliana

Thurs 3/5
10:00 AM

In thanksgiving for God’s Blessings upon Elizabeth Boackle, 
celebrating 90 years of life, requested by Mary Milton

St. Albert the Great,
Doctor of the Church

Fri 3/6
10:00 AM

For the repose of Anthony Tombrello
requested by Mary Milton

St. Conan of Isauria

Sat. 3/7
5:00 PM

For the deceased of the Joseph & Saada Kassouf Family
requested by the Family

The 7 Young Men of Ephesus

Sun 3/8
8:00 AM

For the repose of Jacob & Ida Butrus
requested by the Family The Parable of the 

Prodigal Son
& St. Frances of RomeSun 3/8

10:30 AM
For the repose of Anthony Tombrello

requested by Norman & Lisa Bolus

Follow us on Social Media:

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org 
Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org 
Confessions:  4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment
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“ ‘Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the teacher any longer.’ On hearing this, Jesus answered him, 

‘Do not be afraid; just have faith and she will be saved.’ ” Luke 8: 49-50

https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org


CONTRIBUTIONS – Week Ending February 21, 2026
General Fund: $ 6,200.64

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.  
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

 You can schedule it once, and you are done.  

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS
 

MCF

• Classes – Mar. 1st, 9:20 AM

MYO

• MYO Breakfast – Mar. 1st

• Luncheon & Talent Show – Mar. 15th

Jr. MYO

• Grotto Picnic – Mar. 8th 12-2 PM

• Hosanna Sunday Retreat – Mar. 29th 

  4-7 PM

SEMA

• Group Social – Mar. 5th (See Flyer Below)

Altar Servers

• Appreciation Dinner – Mar. 13th 5-6 PM

Sunday Readings

Num 15:37-41;   2 Cor 7:4-11;   Lk 8:40-56

Liturgy Lectors Altar Servers

5:00 
PM

Christian 
Wehby

Raymond Josof
Hudson Slovensky
Gloria Slovensky

8:00 
AM

Lisa Saab      
JoJo Whitt

Robert Dean
Peter Bassil

10:30 
AM

John Bolus
Elias Bouakar

Nicholas Boackle
Aliyah Toner

Prayer Requests
Cathey David Abi Khaled, Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff  

Bishop, Joe Ferris Deep, Jan Joseph, Sherry 

McFarland, Mary Milton, Leo Shaia, Hafil Showoul, 

Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone, David Tanory, 

Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby, Bob Wyrick

& Chorbishop Richard Saad

Call the church office or email 

info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of scammers. They are 

relentless in attempting to take advantage of good 

people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so 

know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or 

gift cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of the address or phone number 

being used. Abouna will only use his official email 

address: pastor@stelias.org. Not any other.

Save the Dates
National MYO Convention: June 23rd - 28th

Priestly Ordination of  Deacon Paul Bolus: 

June 26th - Mass of  Thanksgiving: June 28th 

2026 NAM Convention: July 2nd - 5th

Lenten Talk
Wednesday, March 4th 

Divine Liturgy at 5:30; Meal to follow

Talk by Deacon Paul Bolus:

Mystery of Reconciliation: Why do I need 

to confess my sins to a priest?

First Friday Adoration
Friday, March 6th, 

following the 10 AM Divine Liturgy 

and continuing until benediction at 3:45 PM. 

We hope you will participate in this wonderful 

practice this Lenten season.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org


Father Elias Yazbeck

Catholic Food for Thought
Dear Parishioners,

Why do Catholics call a priest “Father”? (or Abouna) Didn’t Jesus say, “Call no man father on earth” (Matthew 

23:9)? Yes, He did. And He meant something very specific.

In Jewish culture, the Hebrew word “Ab”, (אָב) , father, was more than a family term. It was used for religious 

authorities like rabbis who were seen as the source of interpretation and spiritual authority. Some were treated 

almost as if their authority was absolute.

In Matthew 23, Jesus corrects that mindset. He is saying: No human being is the ultimate source. No rabbi, no 

leader, no teacher has final authority. God alone is the true Father and the final authority. He was attacking 

pride and spiritual supremacy, not banning the word itself.

If Jesus meant we could never use the word “father,” then we couldn’t call our biological parent “father.” The 

commandment “Honor your father and mother” (Exodus 20:12) would contradict Him. St. Paul would be 

disobeying Christ when he says, “I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (1 Corinthians 

4:15). Paul, a Jew trained under Jewish law, clearly understood Jesus’ meaning. He used “father” to describe 

spiritual care, not divine authority. 

That’s how the Church uses it today. A priest does not claim to be the source of truth. He cannot change God’s 

law. He follows Christ and the teaching of the Church. He is called “Father” because he guides, teaches, 

corrects, and cares spiritually, as a father does for his children.

God alone is the absolute Father. A priest only participates in that fatherhood, never replaces it. 

Second Collection:

Caritas Lebanon

This weekend, we have a second collection for 

Caritas Lebanon, the charitable organization 

that provides economic development, 

livelihoods, health and social care, education, 

service to foreign refugees, emergency and 

crisis intervention, environmental supervision, 

and protection of  the needy, in coordination 

with the Council of  Catholic Patriarchs and 

Bishops, dioceses, and priests of  Lebanon.

Learn More Here

https://caritas.org.lb/


Charity Committee
The charity committee will continue its efforts with the 

Community Food Bank of  Central Alabama in 2026. They 

meet on the 2nd Friday of  each month. 

Please use the link below to sign up for their next volunteer 

session.

• Sign-Up Link

• The next date will be Mar. 13th, 2026

• Contact Diane Wehby if  you wish to participate:

• Phone: (205)-216-2234

• E-mail: diane.wehby@gmail.com

The day begins with the Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM, followed 

by a group lunch. Then they volunteer from 1:00-3:00 PM.

New members are always warmly welcome. We hope to see 

some new faces in 2026.

Saint Spotlight: St. John Maron, First Maronite Patriarch

This Monday, Mar. 2nd, we celebrate the feast of St. John Maron, an important figure in the Maronite Church. He was 

born in Antioch in 628, and entered the monastery of St. Maron. Toward the end of the 7th century, he declared 

himself the Patriarch of Antioch for the Maronite people, who sought to uphold the teachings of the Council of 

Chalcedon in stark contrast to other Christian sects in Antioch. He is believed to have died in 707.

St. John Maron, pray for us.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc71PyDPCugm5qZp3QL4MN2psb5ULfPO6aH-XA4XRGIvlrcVw/viewform
https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com
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mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com


Click on Calendar to Enlarge

2026 Lenten Eparchial Appeal

Our yearly eparchial development appeal is now ongoing and will 

continue throughout the season of  Great Lent.

Regardless of  individual giving, our parish will still be responsible 

for making a $16,000 payment to our eparchy at the end of  the 

appeal’s duration, so any assistance in off-setting that cost would 

be greatly appreciated. 

To make a donation specific to this cause, please include a memo 

on checks to St. Elias that says “Eparchial Appeal” or you may 

use the online giving portal using the category entitled “Eparchial 

Developmental Appeal”.

$16,000

$12,000

$8,000

$4,000

$2,000

$0

https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-03.pdf




https://evt.to/jx3nh2rj2m8x












The 34th Annual Spring Raffle – 2026

Only 450 Tickets are available!
Donation: $100 per ticket $17,500.00 In Cash Prizes!

Click Here for More Information

https://www.namaronites.org/spring-raffle


205-208-0100205.365.4796

Joseph Stephens & 

Michael Stephens, Owners

Plumbing and Gas

Carlo H. Joseph

Executive Vice President

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

221 Industrial Park Dr. 

Pelham, AL  35124 

PH:   205-663-1336 

FAX: 205-664-9555 

www.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

1271 Old Hwy. 11 

Trussville, AL  35235 

PH:   205-655-0001 

FAX: 205-661-9629 

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.

3320 2nd Ave. So.

Birmingham, AL  35222

PH:   205-324-9521

FAX: 205-324-2943

V & W Supply Co., Inc.

711 21st Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL  35401

PH:   205-758-8621

FAX: 205-758-4472

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer 
of our sacred liturgy 

to birth in song

For more 
information 

contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

Interested in 
having your ad 
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman

For more 
information

info@stelias.org

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action 
For St. Elias and the 

Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker 
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

SEMA

St. Elias Maronite 

Adults

A social and spiritual group 
for adults 35 and older who 
are seeking to build lifelong 

friendships founded in 
faith, service, and family. 

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact: 
Jackie Semaan 
(205) 369-3448

To donate flowers for the 
altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Contact us: (205) 509-1499

hello@tracecrossingspets.com

V&W Supply proudly supports 
Trace Crossings Veterinary & Pet Wellness. 

Book your appointment at
www.tracecrossingspets.com today.

mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
http://www.tracecrossingspets.com/
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