Follow us on Social Media: @

ST. ELIAS MARONITE CHURCH

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org

@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205 Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org
¢, (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

MARCH 1°7, 2026 | THE HEALING OF THE HEMORRHAGING WOMAN

“Your danghter is dead; do not tronble the teacher any longer.” On hearing this, Jesus answered hin,
‘Do not be afraid; just have faith and she will be saved.” ” Luke 8: 49-50
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Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day

Sat. 2/28 For the repose of Saidie Boohaker Egeland Sts. Koura & Marana,
5:00 PM requested by the Family Disciples of St. Maron
Sun 3/1 For the repose of Anthony Tombrello The Healing of the
8:00 AM requested by Carolyn Juliano & Family Hemorrhaging Woman
Sun 3/1 For the repose of Yaacoub Abi Nakhoul requested by Jackie Akl & St. D.omnina
10:30 AM & also the Memorial of Samir Abouhaidar & St. Eudokia of Baalbek
Mon 3/2 For the repose of Harvey Saad St. John Maron,
10:00 AM requested by Joe & Lil Harrison the First Maronite Patriarch
Tues 3/3 For the health of Cathey David Abi Khaled St. Thomas Aquinas,
10:00 AM requested by Mary David Doctor of the Church
Wed 3/4 For the repose of the deceased and the intentions of the living St. Paul & His Sister,
5:30 PM members of the Ladies Altar Society St. Juliana
Thurs 3/5 In thanksgiving for God’s Blessings upon Elizabeth Boackle, St. Albert the Great,
10:00 AM celebrating 90 years of life, requested by Mary Milton Doctor of the Church

Fri3/6 For the repose of Anthony Tombrello .

. fl

10:00 AM requested by Mary Milton St. Conan of Isauria
Sat. 3/7 For the deceased of the Joseph & Saada Kassouf Family

5:00 PM requested by the Family The 7Young Men of Ephesus
Sun 3/8 For the repose of Jacob & Ida Butrus

8:00 AM requested by the Family The Parable of the

Prodigal Son

Sun 3/8 For the repose of Anthony Tombrello & St. Frances of Rome
10:30 AM requested by Norman & Lisa Bolus



https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

SUNDAY READINGS
Num 15:37-41; 2 Cor 7:4-11; Lk 8:40-56

CONTRIBUTIONS — Week Ending February 21, 2026
General Fund: $ 6,200.64
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
You can schedule it once, and you are done.

Altar Servers

Liturgy Lectors

Raymond Josof
Hudson Slovensky
Gloria Slovensky

5:00 Christian
PM Wehby

JoJo Whitt
Robert Dean
Peter Bassil

8:00

AM Lisa Saab

Elias Bouakar
Nicholas Boackle
Aliyah Toner

John Bolus

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

MCF
* Classes — Mar. 15t 9:20 AM

MYO
* MYO Breakfast — Mar. 15¢
e Luncheon & Talent Show — Mar. 15th

r. MYO
* Grotto Picnic — Mar. 8% 12-2 PM
* Hosanna Sunday Retreat — Mar. 29
4-7 PM

SEMA
* Group Social — Mar. 5% (See Flyer Below)

Altar Servers
J Appreciation Dinner — Mar. 13t 5.6 PM

National MYO Convention: June 23t - 28™

Priestly Ordination of Deacon Paul Bolus:

June 26 - Mass of Thanksgiving: June 28™
2026 NAM Convention: July 2nd _ 5th

ﬂfnfyer &7ue&ts

Cathey David Abi Khaled, Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff
Bishop, Joe Ferris Deep, Jan Joseph, Sherry
McFarland, Mary Milton, Leo Shaia, Hafil Showoul,
Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone, David Tanory,
Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby, Bob Wyrick
& Chorbishop Richard Saad
Call the church office or email
info(@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Lenten Talk

Wednesday, March 4t
Divine Liturgy at 5:30; Meal to follow
Talk by Deacon Paul Bolus:
Mystery of Reconciliation: Why do I need
to confess my sins to a priest?

First Tridhy Adoration

Friday, March 6th,
tollowing the 10 AM Divine Liturgy
and continuing until benediction at 3:45 PM.
We hope you will participate in this wonderful
practice this Lenten season.

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of scammers. They are
relentless in attempting to take advantage of good
people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so
know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or
gift cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of the address or phone number
being used. Abouna will only use his official email
address: pastor(@stelias.org. Not any other.
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Catholic Food for Thought

Dear Parishioners,

Why do Catholics call a priest “Father”? (or Abouna) Didn’t Jesus say, “Call no man father on earth” (Matthew
23:9)? Yes, He did. And He meant something very specific.

In Jewish culture, the Hebrew word “Ab”, (ax), father, was more than a family term. It was used for religious
authorities like rabbis who were seen as the source of interpretation and spiritual authority. Some were treated
almost as if their authority was absolute.

In Matthew 23, Jesus corrects that mindset. He is saying: No human being is the ultimate source. No rabbi, no
leader, no teacher has final authority. God alone is the true Father and the final authority. He was attacking
pride and spiritual supremacy, not banning the word itself.

If Jesus meant we could never use the word “father,” then we couldn’t call our biological parent “father.” The
commandment “Honor your father and mother” (Exodus 20:12) would contradict Him. St. Paul would be
disobeying Christ when he says, “I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (1 Corinthians
4:15). Paul, a Jew trained under Jewish law, clearly understood Jesus’ meaning. He used “father” to describe
spiritual care, not divine authority.

That’s how the Church uses it today. A priest does not claim to be the source of truth. He cannot change God’s
law. He follows Christ and the teaching of the Church. He is called “Father” because he guides, teaches,
corrects, and cares spiritually, as a father does for his children.

God alone is the absolute Father. A priest only participates in that fatherhood, never replaces it.

Tather Etias Yasbeck

Second Collection: NITE CHURCH
Caritas Lebanon VACA'"oN B'BI.E SCHOOL

This weekend, we have a second collection for

Cari b , the charitabl izati
thzrstas Lebanon, the charitable organization S AVE THE D ATES

provides  economic  development,

livelihoods, health and social care, education,
service to foreign refugees, emergency and =
crisis intervention, environmental supervision,

and protection of the needy, in coordination
with the Council of Catholic Patriarchs and

Bishops, dioceses, and priests of Lebanon. MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Learn More Here FOR 2026 VBS‘



https://caritas.org.lb/

C ﬁcm’ty Committee »,

The charity committee will continue its efforts with the IMPORTANT
Community Food Bank of Central Alabama in 2026. They
meet on the 24 Friday of each month.

DO YOU SEE AN ISSUE THAT
Please use the link below to sign up for their next volunteer NEEDS REPAIR AROUND THE
session. CHURCH?

* Sign-Up Link . " Our parish is now

* The next date will be Mar. 13%, 2026 ﬁ using an online form

* Contact Diane Wehby if you wish to participate: = to communicate all
e Phone: (205)-216-2234 MAINTENANCE maintenance needs.

* E-mail: diane.wehby(@gmail.com

The day begins with the Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM, followed -
PLEASE HELP US BE MORE RESPONSIVE BY
by a group lunch. Then they volunteer from 1:00-3:00 PM. USING THIS NEW FORM TO REPORT AN ISSUE.

New members are always warmly welcome. We hope to see
some new faces in 2020.

Saint Spotlight: St. John Maron, First Maronite Patriarch

This Monday, Mar. 2™, we celebrate the feast of St. John Maron, an important figure in the Maronite Church. He was
born in Antioch in 628, and entered the monastery of St. Maron. Toward the end of the 7% century, he declared
himself the Patriarch of Antioch for the Maronite people, who sought to uphold the teachings of the Council of
Chalcedon in stark contrast to other Christian sects in Antioch. He is believed to have died in 707.

NAM PRESENTS
UNDER THE NAM FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM

CREATIVE VIDEO CONTEST

SHOW YOUR FAITH. SHARE YOUR STORY!
Ages:12-18 | Due: May 1st

Themes:
e Maronite Liturgy
e Story of a Maronite Saint
¢ Unique Traditions in the Maronite Church
Guidelines: “ 1 g
* Short video clip (1 - 2 minutes) ’ L
e Two age groups: 12-15 and 16-18

Prizes:
* 4 winners total!
2 per eparchy (1 from each group)
» $500 prize for each winner Y
* Names recognized at the national MYO gathering and at the %am'f‘ \
national NAM convention 3U'm

Get creative! Videos documentary style, animation, skit,
or even spoken words!

WANT MORE INFO? QUESTIONS?
www.namaronites.org/ faithformation@namaronites.org

faith-formation-contest St. ]ohn Maron, pray for us.

Maron


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc71PyDPCugm5qZp3QL4MN2psb5ULfPO6aH-XA4XRGIvlrcVw/viewform
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mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com

Click on Calendar to Enlarge

MARCH 2026

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
'I Healing of the Hemorrhaging 2 St. John Maron, 3 St. Thomas Aquinas, Doctor l] St. Paul and His Sister, 5 St. Albert the Great, 6 St. Conan of Isauria, M 7 The 7 Young Men of Ephesus, M
Woman; St. Domnina, Disciple First Patriarch of the Church St. Juliana, M Doctor of the Church

of

Second Collection
Caritas Lebanon

MCF Classes 9:20 AM

No 10 AM Divine Liturgy

Ladies' Altar Society

First Friday Adoration
10 AM-4 PM

Day of Abstinence

Liturgy, Meal, & Lenten Talk| SEMA Monthly Activity
Beginning at 5:30 AM 5:30 PM Stations of the Cross 6 PM
8 Parable of the Prodigal Son 9 The 40 Martyrs of Sebaste -I 0 St. Auxentius -” St. Sophronius, Bishop of 12 Pope St. Gregory the Great, 13 St. Theophanes, the -I 4 St. Euphrasia, V
St. Frances of Rome, C Jerusalem Doctor of the Church Chronicler.
MCF Classes 9:20 AM No 10 AM Divine Liturgy Day of Abstinence

Jr. MYO Games & Picnic at the

Divine Liturgy 5:30 PM

Community Food Bank
Volunteering; Lunch at 11:

30
Altar Server Lenten Meal

FESTIVAL COOKING
Grape Leaves 9AM-1PM

Grotto 12:00-2:00 PM Lenten Meal & Talk Stations of the Cross 6 PM
15 Healing of the Paralytic 16 St. Papas, M 17 St. Patrick, Bishop 18 St. Cyril of Jerusalem, 19 St. Joseph, Spouse of Mary 20 St. Photina, the Samaritan 21 St. James, Bishop of Catania
St. Benedict, Founder of St. Alexis & St. Lazarus Doctor of the Church Woman
Western Vonasticism
MCF Classes 9:20 AM No 10 AM Divine Liturgy Day of Abstinence
FESTIVAL COOKING
Tommunity FOod Bank Grape Leaves SAM-1PM
Divine Liturgy 5:30 PM Volunteering; Lunch at 11:
MYO Talent Show & Luncheon 30
11:30 Lenten Meal & Talk Stations of the Cross 6 PM
22 Healing of the Blind Man 23 St. Rafga 24 St. Artemon, Bishop of 25 The Annunciation to the 26 St. Gabriel, the Archangel 27 St. Matrona of Thessalonica 28 St. Philetus; His Wife, St. Lydia;

St. Sergius Paulus

MCF Classes 9:20 AM

Seleucia

Virgin Mary

No 10 AM Divine Liturgy

Divine Liturgy 5:30 PM

Lenten Meal & Talk

and their Two Sons; M

Day of Abstinence

FESTIVAL COOKING
Kaak 9AM-1PM

Stations of the Cross 6 PM

29 Hosanna Sunday
St. Cyril of Baalbek, M

Jr. MYO - Hosanna Sunday

30 St. John Climacus

31 Pope St. Lucia |, M

Thursday of the Mysteries

Great Friday Adoration of

Retreat 4:00-7:00 PM Coming to the Harbor Coming to the Harbor Rite of the Lamp Divine Liturgy the Cross Prayer of Forgivenss
READINGS OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL
Mass Schedule 1-Mar Num 15:37-41 2Cor 7:4-11 Lk 8:40-56
Sat. Vigil - 5:00 PM 8-Mar Zech3:1-7 2 Cor 13:5-13 Lk 15:11-32
Sun. - 8:00 AM 15-Mar Is 35:1-6, 8, 9b-10 17Tm 5:25-6:5 Mk 2:1-12
Sun. - 10:30 AM 22-Mar 15 42:6-8, 16-18 2Cor 10:1-7 Mk 10:46-52
Mon. - Fri. - 10:00 AM 29-Mar Zech 9:9-11, 153, 16-17 Phil 1:1-13 In12:12-22

2026 Lenten Eparchial Appeal

Our yearly eparchial development appeal is now ongoing and will

continue throughout the season of Great Lent.

Regardless of individual giving, our parish will still be responsible
for making a $16,000 payment to our eparchy at the end of the

appeal’s duration, so any assistance in off-setting that cost would

be greatly appreciated.

To make a donation specific to this cause, please include a memo
on checks to St. Elias that says “Eparchial Appeal” or you may
use the online giving portal using the category entitled “Eparchial
Developmental Appeal”.

$16,000
$12,000
$8,000

$4,000

S0



https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026-03.pdf
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Cooking Sessionsx*

March 14 - Grape Leaves "‘
/ / / March 21 - Grape Leaves "
March 28 - Kaak v
, April 11 - Sweets (Set up for Festival) 7

April 13-16 - Festival Work Days

April 17-18 - Festival

Our 5" Cooking Session is this Saturday!




*Saint Flias Maronite Adults
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SEMA FEBRUARY GATHERING
THU, MAR 5, 5:30 PM CT


https://evt.to/jx3nh2rj2m8x

NEWLY RENOVATED

> HOUSE FOR RENT IN GLEN IRIS
624 9TH AVE. SOUTH | $1600 PER MONTH

Experience the perfect blend of
historic charm in this newly renovated
home located at 624 9th Avenue
South in the heart of Glen Iris. From
top to bottom, offering a fresh, clean,
and updated space that is ready for
move-in.

New Appliances: Be the first to use the
brand-new stainless steel suite, including
a refrigerator, stove, and dlshwasher

Open-Concept Living: The bright and
airy kitchen flows seamlessly into the
main living space.

Enhanced Curb Appeal: Enjoy the luxury
of a newly paved private driveway and
professional landscaping. Say goodbye

to street parking forever!

TO SCHEDULE A SHOWING OR SUBMIT AN APPLICATION,
EMAIL US AT SAINTELIASBHAM_RENTALSeOUTLOOK.COM




YOUNG CATHOLIC
RGEESSIONAIES

Is Ambition a Virtue?

Greatness, Success, and the Catholic Moral Tradition

Executive Speaker Series

Steven Mezrano

The Mezrano Law Firm

Tuesday, March 24™ at Vulcan
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

RSVP Here!

120 Guest Limit



U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

FBI COLLEGIATE ACADEMY

At FBI Redstone, Huntsville, AL

2026 Applications (/ n?
are open now!

Program Dates
June 24 - 25, 2026, (Summer 2026) , £ )
December 16 - 17, 2026 (Winter 2026) .

Program Time 4

8:00 am - 4:00 pm |

Location + "
FBI Redstone, Huntsville, AL X (8

The FBI Collegiate Academy, at FBI Redstone is a collaboration between FBI
Birmingham Division and FBI Redstone.

This immersive 2-day experience provides college students with a unique
opportunity to delve into the core mission of the FBI while working alongside
Special Agents and Professional Staff. The program features facility tours,
leadership development sessions, and hands-on educational exercises that
provide insight into daily operations at Redstone Arsenal.

Selected applicants are subject to a preliminary background check.

sEdte Bl Eligibility/ Requirements:

AT }ju « Must be a U.S. Citizen

(EEhEn S Currently enrolled as a full-time student at an accredited
college or university within the Division's jurisdiction with a
minimum 2.5 GPA.

APPLY HERE! For questions email BH-Outreach@fbi.gov
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FRANCE

Join Bishop A. Elias Zaidan to Lourdes
and other important sites in France,

including Paris, Lisieux, St. Michel, *flights to/from the United States to
Normandie, and Bordeaux. France need to be booked separately.

Double Occupancy

10 $4,000

[per person

9 Single Occupancy
Additional Supplement
$1,000

Price Includes:

Entrance Fees to

@ 4 StarHetels Various Sites

Accomodations

o
@ English @ Transportation
v

Speaking between locations

Guide All Meals and
Tips included

Ivette Jackson: 323-336-3168 Reservation requires a
Jamileh Koury: 818-294-2901 deposit of $2,000 per person.
Email: inffo@eparchy.org Full amount due on March 31, 2026.




The Robert Atallah
Innovation Challenge

/' / ONEPITCH.
& | ONE WINNER.
7z $20,000
> GRAND PRIZE

L2

!

NAM Pitch Day is your chance to >

showcase your business idea or O Build valuable D
startup to @ panel of Industry axpeorts, business rolationshlpa
NVOSLors, and community leaders ~ —
and compete for funding, visibility, and —
mentorship. @ Share ideas and )
exchange insights .
‘g JULY 4,2026 AT THE —
NAM CONVENTION T~
@ Discover opportunities |
WINNER WILL BE & collaborations )
ANNOUNCED AT THE By
GRAND BANQUET
Applicants Must Registar for the NAM Winnar Must bo Prasent ot tho

Convention Grand Banquet
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Proudly Announces
2026 Scholarship Program

High School Senior Scholarships

MYO - John A. Solomon Massabki Brothers

Two for High School Seniors $2000 One for High School Seniors $2000
Naomi & Paul Kassouf Abouna Sharbel

Two for High School Seniors $3000 Five for High School Seniors $1000

Undergraduate Scholarships

Chagoury Family Undergraduate Thomas and Jennie Ayoub
One for College Student $2000 One for College Student $2000

Graduate & Professional Scholarship

Chagoury Family Graduate
One for Graduate Student $2000

Study Abroad in Lebanon Opportunities

Notre Dame University-Louaize
Up to 10 scholarships for Fall 2026 or Spring 2027

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik
Up to 12 scholarships for Summer 2026 Semester

For more information and application visit www.namnews.org, e-mail scholarship@namaronites.org or call NAM at 440-821-6303

APPLICATION DEADLINE MAY 31, 2026

The 34th Annual Spring Raffle — 2026

Only 450 Tickets are available!
Donation: $100 per ticket $17,500.00 In Cash Prizes!

Click Here for More Information



https://www.namaronites.org/spring-raffle

Interested in
having your ad
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman
For more
information

info@stelias.org

-
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PLUMBING SUPPLY Co.
SINCE 1968

Carlo H. Joseph
Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

SEMA
St. Elias Maronite
Adults

A social and spiritual group
for adults 35 and older who
are seeking to build lifelong
friendships founded in
faith, service, and family.

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact:
Jackie Semaan
(205) 369-3448

i
NEW ERA

PLUMBING

Joseph Stephens &
Michael Stephens, Owners
Plumbing and Gas

205-208-0100

WWwWWw.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21 Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
PH: 205-758-8621
FAX: 205-758-4472

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124
PH: 205-663-1336
FAX: 205-664-9555

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
1271 Old Hwy. 11
Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-655-0001
FAX: 205-661-9629

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.
3320 214 Ave. So.
Birmingham, AL 35222
PH: 205-324-9521
FAX: 205-324-2943

(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the
Community.

TO aﬁmateffowersfor tﬁe

a(tar, contact
LaVonne Williamson

205-936-9569 Contact: Maron Boohaker

mijboohakermph@gmail.com

V&W Supply proudly supports
Trace Crossings Veterinary & Pet Wellness.
Book your appointment at
www.tracecrossingspets.com today.

Contact us: (205) 509-1499
hello@tracecrossingspets.com

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

+|+
+|+

For more
information
contact:

BOUT US

We are a group of young adults

Central Air Solutions LLC
AL# 21138

between the ages ol 18 and 35
looking to deepen our faith,
grow our [riendship and serve

our community.

& i
rm We would love to have you join us on
the journey

Michael Harrison

Social: @saintelias.mya

Deacon Paul Bolus

To be added to the Whatsapp community,

please contact Maurice Semaan at (203)200
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mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
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http://www.tracecrossingspets.com/
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