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ST. ELIAS MARONITE CHURCH
Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
o Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org
@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205 Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org
(. (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment
FEBRUARY 15™, 2026 | ENTRANCE INTO LENT — CANA SUNDAY
“Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.” John 2:4
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Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day
Sat. 2/14 For the repose of Naomi Kassouf Sts. Cyril & Methodius
5:00 PM requested by Maggie Boohaker & Family St. Valentine, the Priest
Sun 2/15 For the repose of Alfred Bahakel The Entrance into Great Lent:
8:00 AM requested by Izas & Renee Bahakel & Family Cana Sunday
& Sts. Faustinus & Jovita
Sun 2/15 The 40-Day Memorial of Yaacoub Abi Nakhoul The 21 Coptic Martyrs of
10:30 AM requested by Charles & Jocelyne Boohaker and Family Libya
Mc?n 2/16 For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners
10:00 AM Ash Monday
Mon 2/16 _ _ : . & St. Theodore, the Soldier
6:00 PM For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners
Tues 2/17 For the repose of Autumn Pharo St. Agapitus,
10:00 AM requested by Dcn. Paul & Theresa Bolus Bishop of Synnada
Wed 2/18 For the health of Cathey David Abikhaled
10:00 AM requested by Mary David Pope St. Leo the Great
Thurs 2/19 For the repose of Oliver Burns
Th M fT
10:00 AM requested by Deacon Paul & Theresa Bolus e 500 Martyrs of Tyre
Fri 2/20 . . St. James,
10:00 AM For the suffering souls in purgatory the Hermit of Cyrrhus
The Deceased of the Mizerany Family: Joe, Pennies, Alice, Mary,
Sat. 2/21 Elizabeth, Juliette, Charles, & Emelene and Solomon requested by St. Eustathius,
5:00 PM the Family; and also for the repose of Yaacoub Abi Nakhoul Patriarch of Antioch
requested by Johnnie Sherman & John Bolus
Sun 2/22 For the repose of Rizkallah Aizarani '
8:00 AM requested by Mark Karam The Healing of the Leper
&
Sun 2/23 For the repose of Jean Ann Hancock requested by Nevrik Bahakel | Establishment of the Chair of
10:30 AM & Marth Holcomb & also the 40-Day Memorial of Anthony St. Peter in Antioch
Benard Tombrello requested by the Family
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Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

SUNDAY READINGS
Is 55:1, 6-13; Rom 14: 14-23; Jn 2: 1-11

CONTRIBUTIONS — Week Ending February 8, 2026
General Fund: $ 4,602.40
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
You can schedule it once, and you are done.

Liturgy Lectors Altar Servers

Hudson Sovensky
Joe Harrison Gloria Slovensky
Daniel Bassil

5:00
PM

Mitchell Lawrence,
Sidney Wehby Ann Louise
Lawrence, JoJo Whitt

8:00
AM

Anthony Tombrello,
Maurice Semaan | Alex Bachawati, Anna
Maria Bachawati

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

MCF
* Classes — Feb. 151 9:20 AM
* Parents Class — Feb. 15t

(Topic of discussion: Great Lent)

MYO
* MYO Breakfast — Feb. 15™
* “Breakout” Escape Room & Ice Cream
Social — Feb. 15%, 2-4 PM

Jr. MYO
* Nursing Home Visit — Feb. 21%, 2-4 PM

SEMA
* Group Social — Feb. 26" (See Flyer Below)

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of scammers. They are
relentless in attempting to take advantage of good
people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so
know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or gift
cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of the address or phone number
being used. Abouna will only use his official email
address: pastor@stelias.org. Not any other.

ﬂfrayer &Yuem

Cathey David Abi Khaled, Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff
Bishop, Joe Ferris Deep, Jan Joseph, Sherry
McFarland, Mary Milton, Leo Shaia, Hafil Showoul,

Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone, David Tanory,
Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby,
& Chorbishop Richard Saad
Call the church office or email
info(@stelias.ore to be added to our list.

The altar flowers for this week were generously

donated in loving memory of Janice Adams
by Wanda Elkourie.

oy
Thank You

We sincerely thank all who attended the

Feast Day Banquet of Saint Maron,
Father of our Maronite Faith, last Saturday.

We are especially grateful to everyone who worked so hard

to make this celebration a success.

We look forward to celebrating
Together again next year!

National MYO Convention: June 237 - 28t

Priestly Ordination of Deacon Paul Bolus:

June 26t - Mass of Thanksgiving: June 28
2026 NAM Convention: July 274 5th
Vacation Bible School: July 13% - 17
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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes

The pastoral council met with Abouna Elias & Deacon Paul on Monday, February gth, with all members in
attendance.

Here are the main points that were discussed during the meeting.

1. A summary of the church’s financials was made by Connie Bostany, who revealed the church was in
good financial standing. A report will be sent to the parishioners in the coming weeks.

2. The current budget for the church will follow the budget for last year and will be reassessed in 6
months if adjustments are needed. A core piece of this assessment will be budgeting to cover all
MYO expenses related to their trip to the National Retreat.

3. Renovations to the rental properties were previously approved by the eparchy, and all 6 roofs were
replaced in 2025 along with 1 remodel; 2 more remodels are expected in 2026.

4. Feedback regarding the St. Maron Hafli & Grand Banquet was great overall, especially regarding the
food. Next year’s date is set for Feb. 6, 2027.

5. Lenten Meals & talks will begin the 274 week of Lent, with food coordinated by Gina Henley and talks
given by either Deacon Paul or Abouna Elias.

6. Regarding the upcoming ordination for Deacon Paul Bolus, receptions and meals will be organized
by various church groups and the Ordination Committee. The ordination is scheduled for June 26,
2026. As we get closer to the ordination, details will be posted in the bulletin.

7. Members then each gave the state of affairs for their organizations and summarized upcoming
events on the calendar.

Should any parishioners have any questions, suggestions, or topics they would like the Parish Council to
discuss, they may contact Andrea Boohaker or Fr. Elias.

St. ‘Elias Maronite Church — Date of Dedication

On February 14% 1914, Bishop E. P. Allen, Metropolitan of the Archdiocese of Mobile, dedicated our church in honor
of St. Elias, the prophet, “patron of the villages from which the faithful came” (Wadi el Arayesh). This is one of the
common days when those in a parish church are able to obtain a plenary indulgence.

In order to obtain this indulgence, the faithful need only visit the church on the date of its dedication, Saturday,
February 14™, and pray the Our Father and the Creed. This, of course, alteady happens for those who attend the Divine
Liturgy; you need merely form the intention in your heart and mind before the liturgy begins to obtain the plenary
indulgence.

Regarding indulgences, it is important to remember that you can obtain this for yourself: the total forgiveness of all
temporal effects of sin, that it is say, if you were to die you would go directly to heaven (no purgatory needed). But you
can also obtain a plenary indulgence for the souls of those who have already died and are currently undergoing
purification in purgatory.

Beyond the requirements mentioned above there are also the 4 basic requirements: Holy Communion (20 days before
or after the date of the indulgence), Sacramental Confession (20 days before or after the date of the indulgence), Prayer
for the intentions of the Holy Father, Pope Leo (usually done by praying an additional Our Father & Hail Mary), and to
have complete detachment from all sin (even venial sin.)

Indulgences are not a gimmick, nor some shortcut to holiness. They are, instead, the gift of mercy given to us by the
Church as an outpouring of the love of God, that we as Catholics should seek to receive whenever possible.




GREAT LENT - 2026

Ash Monday — March 3 - Mandatory day of fasting™® and abstinence**

10:00 AM — Liturgy with the Distribution of Ashes
6:00 PM — Liturgy with the Distribution of Ashes NN \\\ \\\ / A
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Wednesdays

No 10:00 AM Liturgy (Beginning Feb. 25t)
5:30 PM — Divine Liturgy
6:30 PM — Lenten Meal & Talk

Fridays — Mandatory days of abstinence**

6:00 PM - Stations of the Cross

*Fasting is defined for Maronites as refraining from consuming food and drink (with the exception of water and

medicine) from midnight until noon.
**Abstinence is defined as refraining from consuming meat for the entirety of the day (midnight until midnight).

All Maronites 14 years of age and older are obligated to observe the rules of fasting and abstinence unless they are
physically unable. On certain high feast days, however, all Lenten penitential observances (even personal ones) are
suspended.

Feast of St. Joseph — March 19 — Day free of Lenten Penitential obligations
Feast of the Announcement to Mary — March 25 — Day free of Lenten Penitential obligations

NAM PRESENTS :
UNDER THE NAM FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM Emvafﬂancera

! : Dance practice will start Sunday,
CREATIVE VIDED CONTEST JIimera
Please be on time.
SHOW YOUR FAITH. SHARE YOUR STORY! .
Coordinator: Theresa Garnem,
Ages:12-18 | Due: May 1Ist (205) 567-2980

Themes:
* Maronite Liturgy
* Story of a Maronite Saint
e Unique Traditions in the Maronite Church

Guidelines: -
e Short video clip (1 - 2 minutes) [ |
e Two age groups: 12-15 and 16-18

Prizes:
* 4 winners total!
2 per eparchy (1 from each group)
e $500 prize for each winner
* Names recognized at the national MYO gathering and at the
national NAM convention

Get creative! Videos documentary style, animation, skit,
or even spoken words!

WANT MORE INFO? QUESTIONS?
www.namaronites.org/ faithformation@namaronites.org

faith-formation-contest




Click on Calendar to Enlarge
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
I St. Pionius and His Companions, 2 Presentation of Christ in the 3 St. Simeon the Elder 4 St. Isadore of Pelusium 5 St. Agatha; V, M 6 St. Proclus, Bishop of Smyrna, 7 Pope St. Anterus I, M
M; & Pope St. Eutychian Temple & 5t. Anna the Prophetess [
MCF Classes 9:20 AM Ladies Altar Society FCE T eoration First Reconciliation 3:00 PM
Monthly Liturgy AT,
ElOmcheon 71st Annual St. Maron
HAFLI & GRAND BANQUET
Following the 5PM Liturgy
8 Zechariah the Prophet 9 St. Maron 10 St. Apollonia; V, M " St. Charalampus, M 12 St. Meletius of Antioch, C 13 St. Catherine de Ricci 14 Sts. Cyril and Methodius, C
St. Darotihy, M Qur Lady of Lourdes (USA) St. Alexander, the St. Beatrice of Ornacieux St. Valentine, the Priest
Charcoal Burner
MCF Classes 9:20 AM Community Food Bank
Volunteering 1-3 PM FESTIVAL COOKING
Meat Pies 9AM-1PM
Jr. MYO - "Progressive" Dinner DaddvDauzhtegDance
4:00-7:00 PM 5:00-7:00 PM
15 Cana Sunday - Entrance into 16 St. Theodore, the Soldier 17 St. Agapitus, Bishop of 18 Pope St. Leo the Great, 19 The 500 Martyrs of Tyre, 20 St. James, the Hermit of 21 St. Eustathius, Patriarch of
Lent Synnada, C Doctor of the Church M Cyrrhus, C Antioch, C
—...Sts. Faustinus & Jovita
MCF Classes 9:20 AM Ash Monday Friday of Lent Jr. MYO - Nursing Home Visit
Day of Fasting Day of Abstinance 2:00-4:00 PM
MYO - "Breakout" Escape
Room & Ice Cream Social
2:00-4:00 PM Stations of the Cross - 6 PM
22 The Healing of the Leper 23 St. Polycarp 24 St. Margaret the Penitent, 25 Pope St. Felix I, C 6 St. Alexander, Patriarch of 2 St. Thalaleus, C 28 Sts. Koura and Marana, C
Establishment of the Chair of St. C Alexandria, C St. Gregory of Narek, Doctor
Peter in Antioch
MCF Classes 9:20 AM Friday of Lent
Day of Abstinance FESTIVAL COOKING
Meat Pies 9AM-1PM
Lenten Meal & Talk
Liturgy at 5:30 PM
Meal to follow Stations of the Cross - 6 PM nd Collection - Caritas Lebanory
READINGS OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL
Mass Schedule 1-Feb Wis 5:1,3-6, 8, 15-16 Heb 12:18-24 Mt 25: 31-46
Saturday Vigil - 5:00 PM 8-Feb 2Tim 3:10-17 Jn12:23-30
Sunday - 8:00 AM 15-Feb Is 55: 1, 6-13 Rom, 14: 14-23 In2:111
Sunday - 10:30 AM 22-Feb 2Kgs5:1-3,9-14 Rom 6: 12-23 Mk: 35-45
Monday through Friday - 10:00 AM

C ﬁarity Commiittee

We thank the charity committee for another successful
volunteer day at the Community Foodbank...

!
IMPORTANT

DO YOU SEE AN ISSUE THAT
NEEDS REPAIR AROUND THE
CHURCH?

Our parish is now
'Q' using an online form
to communicate all
maintenance needs.

MAINTENANCE

PLEASE HELP US BE MORE RESPONSIVE BY
USING THIS NEW FORM TO REPORT AN ISSUE.

Join us next time on March 13%, 2026.

We appreciate you‘ali‘
streamline this pro

cess.



https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-02.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc71PyDPCugm5qZp3QL4MN2psb5ULfPO6aH-XA4XRGIvlrcVw/viewform
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| mncumm FESTIVAL

* Festlval

Cooking Sessionsx*

February 14 - Meat Pies
/ / / February 28 - Meat Pies "‘
v
[
v,

March 14 - Grape Leaves
March 21 - Grape Leaves

, March 28 - Kaak A
April 11 - Sweets (Set up for Festival)
April 13-16 - Festival Work Days

April 17-18 - Festival

Our 4" Cooking Session is this Saturday!
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“ Thursday, February 26th

--g_,.’fHE £DGE t'i'

IN HOMEWOOD

Food Fellowsécp » Ffun! —


https://evt.to/jx3nh2rj2m8x

NEWLY RENOVATED

> HOUSE FOR RENT IN GLEN IRIS
624 9TH AVE. SOUTH | $1600 PER MONTH

Experience the perfect blend of
historic charm in this newly renovated
home located at 624 9th Avenue
South in the heart of Glen Iris. From
top to bottom, offering a fresh, clean,
and updated space that is ready for
move-in.

New Appliances: Be the first to use the
brand-new stainless steel suite, including
a refrigerator, stove, and dlshwasher

Open-Concept Living: The bright and
airy kitchen flows seamlessly into the
main living space.

Enhanced Curb Appeal: Enjoy the luxury
of a newly paved private driveway and
professional landscaping. Say goodbye

to street parking forever!

TO SCHEDULE A SHOWING OR SUBMIT AN APPLICATION,
EMAIL US AT SAINTELIASBHAM_RENTALSeOUTLOOK.COM




U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

FBI COLLEGIATE ACADEMY

At FBI Redstone, Huntsville, AL

2026 Applications (/ n?
are open now!

Program Dates
June 24 - 25, 2026, (Summer 2026) , £ )
December 16 - 17, 2026 (Winter 2026) .

Program Time 4

8:00 am - 4:00 pm |

Location + "
FBI Redstone, Huntsville, AL X (8

The FBI Collegiate Academy, at FBI Redstone is a collaboration between FBI
Birmingham Division and FBI Redstone.

This immersive 2-day experience provides college students with a unique
opportunity to delve into the core mission of the FBI while working alongside
Special Agents and Professional Staff. The program features facility tours,
leadership development sessions, and hands-on educational exercises that
provide insight into daily operations at Redstone Arsenal.

Selected applicants are subject to a preliminary background check.

sEdte Bl Eligibility/ Requirements:

AT }ju « Must be a U.S. Citizen

(EEhEn S Currently enrolled as a full-time student at an accredited
college or university within the Division's jurisdiction with a
minimum 2.5 GPA.

APPLY HERE! For questions email BH-Outreach@fbi.gov



Interested in
having your ad
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman
For more
information

info@stelias.org
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PLUMBING SUPPLY Co.
SINCE 1968

Carlo H. Joseph
Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

SEMA
St. Elias Maronite
Adults

A social and spiritual group
for adults 35 and older who
are seeking to build lifelong
friendships founded in
faith, service, and family.

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact:
Jackie Semaan
(205) 369-3448

i
NEW ERA

PLUMBING

Joseph Stephens &
Michael Stephens, Owners
Plumbing and Gas

205-208-0100

WWwWWw.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21 Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
PH: 205-758-8621
FAX: 205-758-4472

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124
PH: 205-663-1336
FAX: 205-664-9555

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
1271 Old Hwy. 11
Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-655-0001
FAX: 205-661-9629

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.
3320 214 Ave. So.
Birmingham, AL 35222
PH: 205-324-9521
FAX: 205-324-2943

(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the
Community.

TO aﬁmateffowersfor tﬁe

a[tar, contact
LaVonne Williamson

205-936-9569 Contact: Maron Boohaker

mijboohakermph@gmail.com

Trace Crossings Veterinary + Pet Wellness
is welcoming new patients in the Hoover area.

V&W Supply proudly supports
Trace Crossings Veterinary & Pet Wellness.
Book your appointment at

www.tracecrossingspets.com today.

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

Central Air Solutions LLC
AL# 21138 + 1+

+1+ looking to deepen our faith,

BOUT US

We are a group of young adults

between the ages ol 18 and 35

grow our friendship and serve

our (‘(Hllllllll]il'\A

& i
z rm We zould love to have you join us on
the journey

For more
information
contact:

Michael Harrison

Social: @saintelias.mya

Deacon Paul Bolus

To be added to the Whatsapp community,

please contact Maurice Semaan at (203)200-4481
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