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ST. EL1AS MARONITE CHURCH

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org

@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205 Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org
"& (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

DECEMBER 21°T, 2025 | GENEALOGY SUNDAY

“T'hey shall not harm or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth shall be filled with
knowledge of the LORD, as water covers the sea.” Isaiah 11:9
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Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day

Sat. 12/20 For the repose of Oscar Wehby, Steve Walker, & Vincent Salvagio St [Emetive & Aieds

5:00 PM requested by the Family
Sun 12/21 For the repose of Habib & Dora Butrus
8:00 AM requested by the Butrus Family Genealogy Sunday
&
Sun 12/21 St. Julian of Tarsus

For the repose of Fr. Haickel Paul Boackle

10:30 AM
Mon 12/22 For the repose of Naomi Kassouf .
5:00 PM requested by Elie, Genevieve, & Jessica Bou Akar SR UERE RIS EELL Sk
Tues 12/23 . . .
5:00 PM For the suffering souls in purgatory St. Eugenia
Wed 12/24 For the repose of Rose Hawie
8:00 AM requested by the Family
Wed 12/24 : : . e
5:00 PM For the intentions of all St. Elias Parishioners
The Glorious Birth
T;];rgoliﬁs For the intentions of all St. Elias Parishioners of Our Lord
i (Holy Day of Obligation)
Thurs 12/25 : : . e
10:30 PM For the intentions of all St. Elias Parishioners
Fri 12/26 For the repose of Alfred Bahakel Felicitations of the
5:00 PM requested by Izas & Renee Bahakel & Family Mother of God
Sat. 12/27 For the repose of Y. Hawie, Jr. & Mike Kassouf
5:00 PM requested by the family SE S D AT IR
Sun 12/28 For the repose of Jamileh Nasr Yazbeck 15t Sunday after the Glorious
8:00 AM on the 1-year memorial of her death Birth of Our Lord - The
Sun 12/28 For the repose of Zafira Joseph Adoration of the Magi

& St. Marina of Pisidia

10:30 AM requested by the Family



https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

SUNDAY READINGS
Is 7: 10-15; Eph 3:1-13; Mt 1: 18-25

CONTRIBUTIONS — Week Ending December 14, 2025
General Fund: $ 5,613.70
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
You can schedule it once, and you are done.

Lectors Altar Servers

Liturgy

Raymond Josof
Aliyah Toner
Mitchell Lawrence

5:00

PM Steven Mezrano

Mona Adams
Noura Adams
Lena Kassouf

8:00

AM Beverly Kimes

gPrayengRequests

Cathey David Abikhaled, Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff
Bishop, Deacon Paul Bolus, Sherry McFarland, Mary
Milton, Autumn Pharo, Hafil Showoul, Zachary
Stewart, Donald Taccone, David Tanory, Elette
Tanory, Adam Wehby, & Chorbishop Richard Saad
Call the church office or email
info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Taje Travis
Ryder Travis
Nicholas Boackle

Matthew Bolus

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

MCF
* Christmas Pageant — Dec. 21

* No Classes Until Jan. 4

MYO
e Christmas Lock-In — Dec. 19
* Christmas Luncheon — Dec. 21

MYA
* Christmas at the Rectory — Dec. 20,

tollowing the 6:00 PM Christmas Novena

Cﬁorﬁisﬁga Richard Saad

Chorbishop Richard Saad would love to have visitors
since his health has declined, and he is unable leave
home. Please call Mary Milton at (205) 276-2022 if you
would like to visit.

Christmas Novena
Beginning on Monday, Dec. 15, the Christmas Novena

will follow each evening liturgy leading up to

Christmas Eve. The Divine Liturgy will also be
celebrated in the evening as a result.

* Dec. 15-20 — Liturgy at 5 PM, Novena to follow
* Dec. 21 — Liturgy at 10:30 AM, Novena to follow
* Dec. 22-23 — Liturgy at 5 PM, Novena to follow

ﬂ-lb@ Days cj: OEﬁ’gation
The feast of the Glorious Birth of our Lord on Dec.

25% is a holy day of obligation for all Maronites. Our
liturgy schedule is as follows:

* Vigil Liturgy — Dec. 24™ at 5:00 PM
* Midnight Liturgy — Dec. 25" at 12:00 AM
* Day Liturgy — Dec. 25" at 10:30 AM

The feast of the Circumcision of the Lord on Jan. 1% is
also a holy day of obligation, and the following liturgies
will be celebrated.

* Vigil Liturgy — Dec. 31°at 7 PM
* Day Liturgy — Jan. 1% at 12:00 PM

Holy Chrismation
Taylor “Abigail” Johnson Thornton

Dec. 14, 2025

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Be cautious this holiday season against scammers,
especially if they try to impersonate clergy. Abouna
will never try to solicit giftcards from anyone.

Be especially aware of the address or phone number
being used. Abouna will only use his official email

address: pastor@stelias.org. Not any other.



https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
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ST. ELIAS ANNUAL MYO

CHRISTMAS
LOCK-IN

FRIDAY | 19 DECEMBER | 6:00PM

Join us for a night of fun at “Glow Wild” at the Birmingham Zoo
followed by a night of games, karaoke, gingerbread decorating, pizzq,
and a spiritual talk by Abouna Elias.

Nﬁhoperones needed. See e-mail for more detoils.w

Contact Carley Shirah
* & & chshirah@icloud.com * &%
LR R

PAGEANT

12 pm | Sunday, December 21st | Church Hall

Luncheon to Follow the
Nativity Play

-
- -

All proceeds are to help fund MYO activities.
MYO members will prepare and serve the luncheon during the play.

Lunch Plates - $7.00

Each meal includes Pasta, salad, and rolls




Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings and Peacel

As the end of the year swiftly approaches, our hearts turn with joyful
anticipation toward the celebration of the Birth of Our Lord. This sacred
season invites us to slow down, to cherish the love revealed in Christ’s

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

birth, and to reflect with gratitude on the many blessings we have received throughout the year.

This time calls us to embrace hope, love, and charity. It reminds us that God enters the wozld in love, calling us to do the same
for one another. It is a time to celebrate with family and friends, and also a time to renew our commitment to generosity,
compassion, and selfless giving, especially to those in greatest need.

In this spirit of giving, I wish to highlight the vital role of our Eparchy during this holy season. Our Eparchy is more than a
central organization,; it is the foundation that supports our parishes and missions, strengthens our clergy, fosters the education of
seminarians, cares for our retired priests, and nurtures our ministries, including marriage formation and religious education,
contributes to charities at home and abroad, and cultivates the growth of our shared faith. To continue this sacred work and meet
its responsibilities, the Eparchy depends on your prayerful generosity. Your gifts, offered in love, help ensure our mission
continues.

I ask you to pray and reflect, and if you, your family, or your friends would like to make a gift this yeat to the Eparchy.

Online Eparchial Donations Link Video from the Bishop

Also, I encourage you to engage with our Maronite community more deeply during this season. Whether it’s attending Church
Liturgical Services, volunteering for church events, participating in community outreach, or contributing financially, every effort
makes a difference. By pooling our resources and efforts, we can make a lasting impact on our church and those it serves.

Wishing you and your loved ones a Merry and Blessed Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New Year.
Yours in Christ,

+A. Elias Zaidan
Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

Christmas Poinsettia 2025 !
IMPORTANT

Those who wish to purchase Christmas poinsettias in honor of
someone living or in memory of someone departed may do so
through the usual online giving portal or by a physical means.
They are $15 each. The deadline to order is Dec. 20™.

DO YOU SEE AN ISSUE THAT
NEEDS REPAIR AROUND THE
CHURCH?

Please use the following link to an online form to submit your
request and payment online.

Online Poinsettia Purchase Form

If you would prefer to make a purchase with cash or check,
please include a physical form along with your payment. These
forms can be found in the vestibule of the church, or you may
print one from the link below.

Physical Poinsettia Purchase Form

Payments may be mailed to the Church office or included in
the regular collections. Please mark “Poinsettia” in the memo
section of all checks. For cash, please enclose your payments in
envelopes with your forms.

We will announce all those whom we are honoring and
remembering in the special Christmas Day bulletin.

Our parish is now
using an online form
to communicate all

MAINTENANCE maintenance needs.

PLEASE HELP US BE MORE RESPONSIVE BY
USING THIS NEW FORM TO REPORT AN ISSUE.

We appreciate you all helping us
streamline this process.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc71PyDPCugm5qZp3QL4MN2psb5ULfPO6aH-XA4XRGIvlrcVw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMuyU81egfV4YmFc-sz0KVYYnwtSuL2c4fB3xSzFvgIziuFg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-Christmas-Poinsettia-Form.pdf
https://www.eparchy.org/donate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zw90upcszAE&feature=youtu.be

Click on Calendar to Enlarge
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

I The Prophet Nahum
St. Charles de Foucauld

2 The Prophet Habakkuk

3 St. Francis Xavier

4 St. Barbara

5 St. Saba, the Hermit

6 St. Nicholas (Zakhia)

First Friday Adoration
10 AM-4 PM

Ladies Altar Society
Decorating the Church Hall
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

2nd Collection - Patriarch Fund

7 St. Ambrose, Doctor of the
Church

8 The Immaculate Conception

MCF Classes - 9:20 AM

Ladies Altar Society - Christmas Party
11:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Jr. MYO Christmas Party
4:00-6:00 PM

2nd Collection - Patriarch Fund

Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation
Liturgy at 10:00 AM
& 5:30 PM

9 St. Francis of Paola

-Iu Pope St. Liltiades

" St. Daniel, the Stylite

12 St. Spyridon, the
Wonderworker

Community Food Bank
Volunteering 1-3 PM

13 St. Lucy

14 St. Nemtallah El-Hardini

MCF Classes - 9:20 AM

15 St. Eleutherius & His
Mother

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 1

SEMA
Dirty Santa 5-7 PM

MYA Bible Study
at Vecchia's Pizzeria
7:00 - 9:00 PM

16 The Prophet Haggai

The 3 Young Men:
Ananias, Azarias, & Mishael

18 The Prophet Daniel

19 St. Athenodorus

2 U St. Ignatius of Antioch

MYO Christmas Lock-In -

Begins at 6 PM on Friday

Christmas Novena - Day 6

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 2

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 3

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 4

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 5

MYA Christmas Party
at the Rectory
7:00 - 9:00 PM

21 St. Julian of Tarsus

MCF Nativity Play, Carols, &
Lunch 12:00 PM

22 St. Anastasia of the Balkans

23 St. Eugenia

2‘ The Vigil of the Glorious
Birth

25 The Glorious Birth of Our
Lord

26 Praises of the Mother of God

Christmas Novena - Day 7

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 8

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 9

Vigil of the Glorious Birth
the Lord Liturgy at 5:00 PM

Christmas Day
Holy Day of Obligation

Church Office Closed
for Christmas Holiday

Liturgy at 12:00 AM
& 10:30 AM
Church Office Closed

27 St. Stephen, the First Martyr

28 The Adoration of the Magi
St. Marina of Pisidia

The Massacre of the
Children of Bethlehem

30 St. Anysia

31 St. Zoticus

'I Circumcision of the Lord

Vigil of the Circumcision of
the Lord Liturgy at 7:00 PM

New Year's Eve Party

Circumcision of the Lord
Holy Day of Obligation
Liturgy at 12:00 PM

Church Office Closed
8:00 PM-12:00 AM
READINGS OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL
Mass Schedule 7-Dec 1Samuel 1: 9-11, 19b-22 Galatians 4:21-5:1 Luke 1: 57-66

Saturday Vigil - 5:00 PM 14-Dec Isaiah 7: 10-15 Ephesians 3: 1-13 Matthew 1: 18-25
Sunday - 8:00 AM 21-Dec Isaiah 11: 1-4a, 6-9 Romans 1: 1-12 Matthew 1: 1-17
Sunday - 10:30 AM 28-Dec Jeremiah 23: 5-8 Revelation 21: 9-10, 21-27 Matthew 2: 1-12
Monday through Friday - 10:00 AM

Church Office
‘J-lb(y Day Hours

The church office will have the

following

special

hours

surrounding the upcoming holy

days:

* Christmas Eve — Dec. 24t
Office closed at 12:30 PM

* Christmas Day — Dec. 25t
Office closed all day

* Praises of the Mother of

God — Dec. 26t

Oftfice closed all day

* Circumcision of the Lord

— Jan. 1+

Office closed all day

With great joy, we are pleased
to announce the crowning of a
new domestic church by the

nuptial union of

{%éael MMM%

%/ﬁ %’A@@

@

who were married

Saturday, December 13th,
May their marriage be blessed
and fruitful all the days

of their lives.



https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-12.pdf

New Year
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Doors open 8pm-lam
At Saint Elias Church Hall

Dinner served 8:30pm-9:30pm

Adult S50
Kids 12 & under S15 (kids meal included)
Kids 2 & under free (meal not included)

Ticket purchase-online only (scan QR code below)
Seats are first come first serve, to reserve tables
contact Katrine Aboujaoude

TICKET PURCHASE DEADLINE DEC 25TH
(late fee S70 adult ticket)

Catered Dinner adults: Mixed Green Salad,

Grilled Lemon & Rosemary Chicken, Garlic Mashed
Potatoes, Roasted Seasonal Vegetables, Rolls,
Charcuterie Station, Dessert

Kids: Chicken Fingers, chips, Dessert

Drinks: Sodas & Mixers (Bring your own Alcohol)
Entertainment: DJ Reesh

Cigar Area: Bring your own Cigar

scan me

* For more information please contact Katrine Aboujaoude (205) 383 9397


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdjtGYjnbfx9ZQIWCkwTOrbVB9X3Wj-dEqHvijCMo9XoL2MQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdo6pu3Lp5G19DCUrnO3B2D7t8CAX97LkToei5Q4Hfdy4n77g/viewform
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Cooking Sessionsx

January 17 - Spinach Pies
January 24 - Spinach Pies S
/ / / January 31 -Spinach Pies "
February 14 - Meat Pies =
February 28 - Meat Pies =
, March 14 - Grape Leaves o
March 21 - Grape Leaves
March 28 - Kaak
April 11 - Sweets (Set up for Festival)
April 13-16 - Festival Work Days

April 17-18 - Festival _

Mark Your Calendars for these 2026 dates




OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 25, 2026
2:00-4:00 pm

A Family Favorite for 4 Years!

Voted 2025 Favorite Private Elementary & Middle School and Favorite
Private Elementary & Middle School Principal, Mrs. Mary Jane Dorn

ACADEMICS ® COMMUNITY

. STEM., Innovative Technology Programs, =N Opportunities to Serve others,
Spanish, Fine Arts Expanding Healthy Social Interaction
FAITH

A Religion class, Daily Prayer, 8% ATHLETICS
WEEILY Liturgi'es Prayer Se;rvices ; Basketball, Cheer, Volleyball, Soccer,

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd JCCHS Middle School Sports




Interested in
having your ad
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman
For more
information

info@stelias.org
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PLUMBING SUPPLY Co.
SINCE 1968

Carlo H. Joseph
Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

SEMA
St. Elias Maronite
Adults

A social and spiritual group

for adults 35 and older who

are seeking to build lifelong
friendships founded in

faith, service, and family. (Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action
Sign-Up Link To afonatef(omrsfor the For St. Elias and the
For questions contact: a[tar, GoHirEiEE Community.
(eie e LaVonne Williamson

(205) 369-3448 205-936-9569 Contact: Maron Boohaker

mijboohakermph@gmail.com

r
NEW ERA

PLUMBING

Joseph Stephens &
Michael Stephens, Owners
Plumbing and Gas

205-208-0100

WWwWWw.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21 Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
PH: 205-758-8621
FAX: 205-758-4472

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124

PH: 205-663-1336
FAX: 205-664-9555

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
1271 Old Hwy. 11
Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-655-0001
FAX: 205-661-9629

V & W Supply, Co., Inc. .
3320 214 Ave. So. “A Quiet Moment”

g May your family have a blessed & holy Christmas

FAX: 205-324-2943 - from your friends at V&W Supply

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

Central Air Solutions LLC We are a group of young adults
AL# 21138 += I+ between the ages of 18 and 35

+1+ looking to deepen our faith,

grow our friendship and serve
For more our community.

information =
(m We would love to have you join us on
contact: the journey

Michael Harrison

Social: @saintelias.mya

Deacon Pau' BOIUS T'o be added to the Whatsapp community

please contact Maurice Semaan at (203)20¢



mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
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