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ST. EL1AS MARONITE CHURCH

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
o Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org
@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205 Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org

(. (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

DECEMBER 14™, 2025 | THE REVELATION TO JOSEPH

“She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.”” Matthew 1:21
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Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day
Sat. 12/13 For the repose of John Louis Boackle requested by Elizabeth St Luc
5:00 PM Boackle & Family and also the 9-Day Memorial of Naomi Kassouf FHucy
Sun 12/14 For the recovery of Deacon Paul Bolus _
8:00 AM requested by Phillip & Diane Wehby The Revelation to Joseph
&
Sun 12/14 : : ; fehi St. Nemtallah El-Hardini
10:30 AM For the intentions of all St. Elias Parishioners
Mon 12/15 For the repose of Pamela Bohorfoush . .
.E His M
5:00 PM requested by Norman & Lisa Bolus Sl RIS 3 (15 (4 EaneT
Tues 12/16 For the repose of Jean Ann Hancock .
5:00 PM requested by Nevrik Bahakel & Martha Holcomb The Prophet Haggai
Wed 12/17 For the repose of Pamela Bohorfoush The 3 Young Men: Ananias,
5:00 PM requested by Jeff & Donna Corey Azarias, & Mishael
Thurs 12/18 . . .
5:00 PM For the suffering souls in purgatory The Prophet Daniel
Fri 12/19 For the repose of Naomi Kassouf
5:00 PM requested by Norman & Lisa Bolus SIS I

Sat. 12/20 For the repose of Oscar Wehby, Steve Walker, & Vincent Salvagio S, e off Aitiads

5:00 PM requested by the Family
Sun 12/21 For the repose of Habib & Dora Butrus
8:00 AM requested by the Butrus Family Genealogy Sunday
&
S 12221 For the intentions of all St. Elias Parishioners St. Julian of Tarsus

10:30 AM



https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

SUNDAY READINGS
Is 7: 10-15; Eph 3:1-13; Mt 1: 18-25

CONTRIBUTIONS — Week Ending December 7, 2025
General Fund: $ 6,650.69
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
You can schedule it once, and you are done.

Liturgy Lectors Altar Servers

Hudson Slovensky
Gary Boackle Gloria Slovensky
Mary Joseph

5:00
PM

Robert Dean
John Henley J. T. Ellis
Addison Whitt

8:00
AM

PrayerRequests

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Deacon Paul Bolus,
Sherry McFarland, Mary Milton, Autumn Pharo,
Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone,
David Tanory, Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby,

& Chorbishop Richard Saad
Call the church office or email
info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Elias Bouakar
Maurice Semaan Mark Bouakar
Elias Marinelli

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

MCF
* Classes — Dec. 14 — 9:20 AM

MYO
* Christmas Lock-In — Dec. 19
* Christmas Pageant — Dec. 21

MYA
* Bible Study with Seminarian Antony —
Dec. 15, 6:30 at Vecchia’s Pizzeria
* Christmas at the Rectory — Dec. 20,
following the 6:00 PM Christmas Novena

SEMA
* Dirty Santa — Dec. 14 — 5:00 PM

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of scammers. They are
relentless in attempting to take advantage of good
people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so
know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or gift
cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of the address or phone number
being used. Abouna will only use his official email
address: pastor@stelias.org. Not any other.

Chorbishop Richard Saad

Chorbishop Richard Saad’s health has declined to the
point that he is not able to leave his home and come to
Church. However, he loves to have company, so if

you would like to visit him at his home, please call
Mary Milton at (205) 276-2022.

Christmas Novena

Beginning on Monday, Dec. 15, the Christmas Novena
will follow each evening liturgy leading up to
Christmas Eve. The Divine Liturgy will also be
celebrated in the evening as a result.

* Dec. 15-20 — Liturgy at 5 PM, Novena to follow
* Dec. 21 — Novena at 60M
* Dec. 22-23 — Liturgy at 5 PM, Novena to follow

Holy Days of Obligation
The feast of the Glorious Birth of our Lord on Dec.

25% is a holy day of obligation for all Maronites. Our
liturgy schedule is as follows:

* Vigil Liturgy — Dec. 24™ at 5:00 PM
* Midnight Liturgy — Dec. 25% at 12:00 AM
* Day Liturgy — Dec. 25" at 10:30 AM

The feast of the Circumcision of the Lord on Jan. 1%
is also a holy day of obligation, and the following
liturgies will be celebrated.

* Vigil Liturgy — Dec. 31*at 7 PM
* Day Liturgy — Jan. 1% at 12:00 PM


https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org

.. Jain us to celebrate the holidays! - .
We'll play Dirty Santa, while we jingle, mix &
mingle!

Please bring an appetizer, BYOB and a gift!

ST. ELIAS CHURCH HALL

$25 minimum gift
(1 g:ft per couple or1gift per person)




Maronite Saint Spotlight — December 14t

The Feast of St. Nemtallah El-Hardini

Youssef Kassab Al-Hardini was born in 1808 in Hardin, L.ebanon. As a child, he
was strongly influenced by the monastic tradition of the Maronite Church. Four

of his brothers became priests or monks, and Youssef himself entered the
Lebanese Maronite Order in 1828.

The young man began religious life at the monastery of St Anthony in Qozhaya,
near the Qadisha (Holy Valley), where he remained for two years until he began
his novitiate and was given the name “Nemtallah” or “Grace of God”. During
the novitiate, he deepened his life of personal and community prayer and
dedicated time to manual labor, while also learning to bind books.

Nimatullah was especially noted for his love of the Blessed Sacrament. During
his free time - frequently at the sacrifice of sleep - he was often found in the
chapel on his knees, arms raised in the form of a cross and eyes fixed on the
tabernacle.

On November 14, 1830, he made his religious profession and was sent to the
monastery of Sts. Cyprian and Justina in Kfifan to study philosophy and
theology. On December 25, 1833, he was ordained a priest and became director
of the scholasticate and a professor.

During the two civil wars of 1840 and 1845, he suffered greatly with his people. His brother, Fr Elisha, suggested he withdraw to a
hermitage, but he replied: "Those who struggle for virtue in community life will have greater merit." He observed that the
ordinary, everyday life is a continuous martyrdom, since the monk must always be a model to his brother monks, guarding himself
from becoming a source of scandal; instead, the hermit lives alone, away from all external temptations. It was also a decisive
moment in his spiritual life, and he offered himself to God for Lebanon and his Otrder. His motto was: "The greatest is he that
can save his soul", and he would often repeat this to his brother monks.

Fr. Nemtallah was at times also reprimanded by his supetiors for being too hard on himself and too merciful and indulgent
towards his brothers. He understood holiness in terms of communion and fraternal charity and is said to have remarked: "A
monk's first concern, night and day, should be not to hurt or trouble his brother monks".

Throughout his life, he had a special devotion to the Vitgin Mary, his "source of strength". He never tired of repeating her holy
name, and carried a special place in his heart for the mystery of the Immaculate Conception (a dogma proclaimed by the Church
in 1854). After the Angelus, he would often repeat: "Blessed be the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin".

In 1845, the Holy See appointed him Assistant General of the order. A man of culture, Fr Nemtallah asked the Superior General
to send monks to further their studies at the new college founded by the Jesuits in Ghazir. He served as Assistant General for two
mote terms, but refused to be appointed Abbot General: "Better death than to be appointed Supetior General”, he is reported as
saying. His reluctance to assume positions of authority in his Order came from his deep humility and his earnest belief that he was
far from living in continual contact with God, so necessary to propetly serve the monks and the Order. Even when he was
Assistant General, he remained humble, refusing to have a special servant accompany him and attend to his personal needs, as was
the custom in the Order at the time.

In December 1858, while teaching at the monastery of Kfifan, he became gravely ill, a result of the bitter cold in that region. His
condition worsened, leading to his death on 14 December. He died holding an icon of the Blessed Vitgin and saying: "O Maty, to
you I entrust my soul". He was 50 years old. When the then Patriarch Boulos Massad heard of Fr Nemtallah's death, he
commented: "Congratulations to this monk who knew how to benefit from his monastic life".

While still alive, Fr Nemtallah was known as the "Saint of Kfifan", a monk who gave himself completely to his brother monks and
neighbors during a time of suffering in his Land and difficulty within his Order.

Fr. Nemtallah was beatified by Pope John Paul II on May, 10 1998 and canonized by him on May 16, 2024.

He is the patron of Beirut, Lebanon.
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ST. ELIAS ANNUAL MYO

CHRISTMAS
LOCK-IN

FRIDAY | 19 DECEMBER | 6:00PM

Join us for a night of fun at “Glow Wild” at the Birmingham Zoo
followed by a night of games, karaoke, gingerbread decorating, pizzq,
and a spiritual talk by Abouna Elias.

Nﬁhoperones needed. See e-mail for more detoils.w

Contact Carley Shirah
* & & chshirah@icloud.com * &%
LR R

PAGEANT

12 pm | Sunday, December 21st | Church Hall

Luncheon to Follow the
Nativity Play

-
- -

All proceeds are to help fund MYO activities.
MYO members will prepare and serve the luncheon during the play.

Lunch Plates - $7.00

Each meal includes Pasta, salad, and rolls




Angel Tree Gifts Welcome Seminarian

The Jr. MYO Angel Tree to benefit needy children in

our local area is currently in the church vestibule. Antony Mouawad

There are several angels that still remain.

* All gifts should be unwrapped, though gift bags are
okay.

* The Angel (tag) should be attached to the gift

* Gift cards will not be accepted

Antony Mouawad, a
Seminarian studying at
the Our Lady of Lebanon
Maronite Seminary in
Washington, D.C., will be
visiting us for the
Glorious Birth of Our
Lord from Dec. 13-27.
Let us make his stay at
St. Elias warm and
memorable. We are
overjoyed to have him
with us this Christmas.

* All gifts should be at the church by Friday, Dec. 19,
before the end of the Christmas Novena that
evening.

Food Drive in Honor of
Our Lady

The members of the Ladies Altar Society wish to
show their thanks for the successful food drive over
the past few weeks. Thanks to your generosity, we
were able to collect 619 various food items for the
Community Foodbank of North Alabama.

!
IMPORTANT

Christmas Poinsettia 2025

Those who wish to purchase Christmas poinsettias in honor
of someone living or in memory of someone departed may
do so through the usual online giving portal or by a physical
means. They are $15 each. The deadline to order is Dec. 20™.

DO YOU SEE AN ISSUE THAT
NEEDS REPAIR AROUND THE
CHURCH?

Please use the following link to an online form to submit
your request and payment online.

Online Poinsettia Purchase Form

Our parish is now
using an online form
to communicate all
HARTENANCE maintenance needs.

If you would prefer to make a purchase with cash or check,
please include a physical form along with your payment.
These forms can be found in the vestibule of the church, or
you may print one from the link below.

Physical Poinsettia Purchase Form

Payments may be mailed to the Church office or included in
the regular collections. Please mark “Poinsettia” in the memo
section of all checks. For cash, please enclose your payments
in envelopes with your forms.

PLEASE HELP US BE MORE RESPONSIVE BY
USING THIS NEW FORM TO REPORT AN ISSUE.

We appreciate you all helping us
streamline this process.

We will announce all those whom we are honoring and
remembering in the special Christmas Day bulletin.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc71PyDPCugm5qZp3QL4MN2psb5ULfPO6aH-XA4XRGIvlrcVw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMuyU81egfV4YmFc-sz0KVYYnwtSuL2c4fB3xSzFvgIziuFg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-Christmas-Poinsettia-Form.pdf

Click on Calendar to Enlarge

DECEMBER ecocoo=e

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

I The Prophet Nahum
St. Charles de Foucauld

2 The Prophet Habakkuk

3 St. Francis Xavier

ll St. Barbara

5 St. Saba, the Hermit

6 St. Nicholas (Zakhia)

First Friday Adoration
10 AM-4 PM

Ladies Altar Society
Decorating the Church Hall
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

2nd Collection - Patriarch Fund

St. Ambrose, Doctor of the
Church

8 The Immaculate Conception

MCF Classes - 9:20 AM

Ladies Altar Society - Christmas Party
11:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Ir. MYO Christmas Party
4:00-6:00 PM

2nd Collection - Patriarch Fund

Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation
Liturgy at 10:00 AM
& 5:30 PM

9 St. Francis of Paola

‘IO Pope St. Liltiades

11 St. Daniel, the Stylite

12 St. Spyridon, the

Wonderworker

Community Food Bank
Volunteering 1-3 PM

13 St. Lucy

14 St. Nemtallah El-Hardini

MCF Classes - 9:20 AM

15 St. Eleutherius & His
Mother

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 1

SEMA
Dirty Santa 5-7 PM

MYA Bible Study

16 The Prophet Haggai

17 The 3 Young Men:
Ananias, Azarias, & Mishael

18 The Prophet Daniel

19 St. Athenodorus

2 0 St. Ignatius of Antioch

MYO Christmas Lock-In - Begins at 6 PM on Friday

Christmas Novena - Day 6

at Vecchia's Pizzeria
7:00 - 9:00 PM

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 2

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 3

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 4

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 5

MYA Christmas Party
at the Rectory
7:00 - 9:00 PM

21 St. Julian of Tarsus

MCF Nativity Play, Carols, &
Lunch 12:00 PM

22 St. Anastasia of the Balkans

23 St. Eugenia

24 The Vigil of the Glorious
Birth

25 The Glorious Birth of Our
Lord

26 Praises of the Mother of God

Christmas Novena - Day 7

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 8

Divine Liturgy - 5:00
Christmas Novena - Day 9

Vigil of the Glorious Birth
the Lord Liturgy at 5:00 PM

Christmas Day
Holy Day of Obligation

Church Office Closed
for Christmas Holiday

Liturgy at 12:00 AM
& 10:30 AM
Church Office Closed

27 St. Stephen, the First Martyr

28 The Adoration of the Magi
St. Marina of Pisidia

29 The Massacre of the
Children of Bethlehem

30 St. Anysia

31 St. Zoticus

-I Circumcision of the Lord

Vigil of the Circumcision of
the Lord Liturgy at 7:00 PM

New Year's Eve Party
8:00 PM-12:00 AM

Circumcision of the Lord
Holy Day of Obligation
Liturgy at 12:00 PM
Church Office Closed

Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil - 5:00 PM

Sunday - 8:00 AM
Sunday - 10:30 AM

Monday through Friday - 10:00 AM

READINGS OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL
7-Dec 1Samuel 1: 9-11, 19b-22 Galatians 4:21-5:1 Luke 1: 57-66
14-Dec Isaiah 7: 10-15 Ephesians 3: 1-13 Matthew 1: 18-25
21-Dec Isaiah 11: 1-4a, 6-9 Romans 1: 1-12 Matthew 1: 1-17
28-Dec Jeremiah 23: 5-8 Revelation 21: 9-10, 21-27 Matthew 2: 1-12

Church Office
'J-lb@ Day Hours

The church office will have
the following special hours

surrounding
holy days:

the

upcoming

* December 24"
Office closed at 12:30 PM
December 25%
Oftice closed all day
December 26™
Oftice closed all day

January 1%

Oftice closed all day

Charity Committee

Special thanks to the Charity Committee for their volunteer efforts on
Friday, Dec. 12t. Stay tuned for details about volunteering in 2026.



https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-12.pdf

New Year
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Doors open 8pm-lam
At Saint Elias Church Hall

Dinner served 8:30pm-9:30pm

Adult S50
Kids 12 & under S15 (kids meal included)
Kids 2 & under free (meal not included)

Ticket purchase-online only (scan QR code below)
Seats are first come first serve, to reserve tables
contact Katrine Aboujaoude

TICKET PURCHASE DEADLINE DEC 25TH
(late fee S70 adult ticket)

Catered Dinner adults: Mixed Green Salad,

Grilled Lemon & Rosemary Chicken, Garlic Mashed
Potatoes, Roasted Seasonal Vegetables, Rolls,
Charcuterie Station, Dessert

Kids: Chicken Fingers, chips, Dessert

Drinks: Sodas & Mixers (Bring your own Alcohol)
Entertainment: DJ Reesh

Cigar Area: Bring your own Cigar

scan me

* For more information please contact Katrine Aboujaoude (205) 383 9397


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdjtGYjnbfx9ZQIWCkwTOrbVB9X3Wj-dEqHvijCMo9XoL2MQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdo6pu3Lp5G19DCUrnO3B2D7t8CAX97LkToei5Q4Hfdy4n77g/viewform
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Cooking Sessionsx

January 17 - Spinach Pies
January 24 - Spinach Pies S
/ / / January 31 -Spinach Pies "
February 14 - Meat Pies =
February 28 - Meat Pies =
, March 14 - Grape Leaves o
March 21 - Grape Leaves
March 28 - Kaak
April 11 - Sweets (Set up for Festival)
April 13-16 - Festival Work Days

April 17-18 - Festival _

Mark Your Calendars for these 2026 dates




OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 25, 2026
2:00-4:00 pm

A Family Favorite for 4 Years!

Voted 2025 Favorite Private Elementary & Middle School and Favorite
Private Elementary & Middle School Principal, Mrs. Mary Jane Dorn

ACADEMICS ® COMMUNITY

STEM. Innovative Technology Programs, =N Opportunities to Serve others,
Spanish, Fine Arts Expanding Healthy Social Interaction
FAITH

-/ﬁ\- Religion class, Daily Prayer, ;;'4 ATHLETICS
Weekly Liturgies, Prayer Services, #" Basketball, Cheer, Volleyball, Soccer,

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd JCCHS Middle School Sports

W /747 Mm
in knowledge ¢ and faith.Experience the Difference

1720 Oxmoor Road, Homewood AL 35209
OLSSchool.com / 205.879.3237

Our Lady of Zahle Prints for Sale

The Charities Committee of the Cedars-Phoenician Club is selling 8x10 prints and 5x7 note
cards featuring artwork of Our Lady of Zahle.

They are being sold in the church vestibule this weekend. They are also available at Alpha
Church Supply

Prints are S5, and a 10-card bundle is $29.

The cards are blank on the inside for every occasion.




Interested in
having your ad
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman
For more
information

info@stelias.org
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PLUMBING SUPPLY Co.
SINCE 1968

Carlo H. Joseph
Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

SEMA
St. Elias Maronite
Adults

A social and spiritual group
for adults 35 and older who
are seeking to build lifelong
friendships founded in
faith, service, and family.

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact:
Jackie Semaan
(205) 369-3448

r
NEW ERA

PLUMBING

Joseph Stephens &
Michael Stephens, Owners
Plumbing and Gas

205-208-0100

WWwWWw.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21 Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
PH: 205-758-8621
FAX: 205-758-4472

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124

PH: 205-663-1336
FAX: 205-664-9555

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
1271 Old Hwy. 11
Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-655-0001
FAX: 205-661-9629

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.
3320 214 Ave. So.
Birmingham, AL 35222
PH: 205-324-9521
FAX: 205-324-2943

(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the
Community.

TO afonateffowersfor tﬁe

a[tar, contact
LaVonne Williamson

205-936-9569 Contact: Maron Boohaker

mijboohakermph@gmail.com

Thanks to the Hoover High School First Edition
Jazz Band. They were a big hit at the Ladies
Altar Society Christmas party.

Central Air Solutions LLC
AL# 21138

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

+|+
+|+

For more
information
contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

We are a group of young adults
between the ages of 18 and 35
looking to deepen our faith,
grow our friendship and serve

our community.

)

We would love to have you join us on

mja ;
the journey

Social: @saintelias.mya
T'o be added to the Whatsapp community

please contact Maurice Semaan at (203)20¢



mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
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