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ST. EL1AS MARONITE CHURCH

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org

@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205 Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org
(. (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

NOVEMBER 16", 2025 | THE ANNOUNCEMENT TO ZECHARIAH

“So has the Lord done for me at a time when he has seen fit to take away my
disgrace before others.” Lk 1: 25
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Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day

Sat. 11/15 Sts. Guria, Samonas, & Habib,

For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners

the Deacon

5:00 PM

Sun 11/16 For the repose of Jean Ann Hancock

8:00 AM requested by Mary Milton The Announcement

; to Zechariah

Sun 11/16 ; ; ; iehi & St. Matthew, the Evangelist
10:30 AM For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners
Mon 11/17 . . St. Gregory, the
10:00 AM For the intentions of the holy father, Pope Leo Wonderworker
Tues 11/18 The 9-Day Memorial of Jane Lombardo St. Romanos & St. Rose
10:00 AM requested by Teresa Ragusa Philippine Duchesne
Wed 11/19 . . . . .
10:00 AM For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners Pope St. Pontian

Thurs 11/20

No Divine Liturgy at St. Elias

St. Gregory of the Decapolis

9:15 AM Divine Liturgy at John Caroll Catholic High School

Fri 11/21 For the suffering souls in purgator The Presentation of the
10:00 AM g purgatory Virgin Mary in the Temple
Sat. 11/22 For the repose of Michael Childress .

. h A

5:00 PM requested by Elizabeth Boackle & Family Sts. Joachim & Anne
Sun 11/23 For the repose of Jean Ann Hancock

8:00 AM requested by Nevrik Bahakel & Martha Holcomb The Announcement to Mary

& St. Sassine, Bishop of

Sun 11/23 For the repose of Charles A., Barbara B. & George C. Boohaker Cyzicus

10:30 AM requested by the Family



https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

CONTRIBUTIONS — Week Ending November 9, 2025
General Fund: $ 2,609.56
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
You can schedule it once and you are done.

SUNDAY READINGS
Gen 17: 15-22; Rom 4: 13-25; Lk 1: 1-25

Liturgy Lectors Altar Servers

Joseph Shunnarah
Lucy Shunnarah

5:00

M Norman Bolus

Robert Dean, Peter
Bassil, Mona Adams,
Nora Adams

8:00

AM Gary Boackle

gPrayer Requests

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Naomi Kassouf,
Sherry McFarland, Mary Milton, Autumn Pharo,
Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone,
David Tanory, Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby, &
Chorbishop Richard Saad
Call the church office or email
info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Dominic Bruno
Angelo Bruno
Nicholas Boackle

Matthew Bolus

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS
MCF
* Classes — Nowv. 16 — 9:20 AM

r. MYO

* Laser Tag at Activate Games — Nov. 16
4:00-6:00 PM

MYA
* Thanksgiving at the Rectory — Nov. 22,

following the 5:00 PM divine liturgy

The altar flowers for this week were generously
donated in memory of Carolyn Elkourie Gwin
by the family.

Set-Up for the Churchwide
Thanksgiving Luncheon

The Ladies Altar Society is requesting assistance
setting up the church hall for the annual Thanksgiving
Luncheon. Those who can assist, please arrive on
Saturday, Now. 15, at 9:00 AM. Lunch will be provided.

SEMA
* Friendsgiving — Nov. 23 — 5:00 PM

MCF Parents Meeting

This Sunday, Nov. 16,
meeting for the parents of all MCF students beginning
at 9:15 AM. We hope you will be able to join us.

we will have our monthly

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of scammers. They are

relentless in attempting to take advantage of good
people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so
know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or

gift cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of the address or phone number
being used. Abouna will only use his official email
address: pastor(@stelias.org. Not any other.

Holy Baptism
& Chrismation
Molly Claire

“Helena” Ross
Now. 9, 2025



https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org

who were married last Thursday, November 8, 2025.

With great joy, we are pleased to announce the
nuptial union of

@%@M %&5 @
%Aﬁl@ %@é[dm/

May their marriage be blessed and fruitful
all the days of their lives.

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes

The full pastoral council met with Abouna Elias on Monday, November 10, with no absences.

Here are the main points that were discussed during the meeting.

1.

0.

A grant request for the Zyne Foundation continues to be planned; further quotes for 2 large projects
remain before completion: the classroom-hall restroom & the rental houses.

A review of the kitchen cleaning project noted that though most areas were cleaned very well, some
had uncleanable stains, mainly from grease; there was excellent hired help thanks to Frank
Petrusnek, but little volunteer assistance from the parish community; the kitchen was reorganized to
the liking of its various users.

The columbarium restoration project is completed, except for a power wash and a repainting of the
fountain gate; plans for an expansion are currently on hold.

Attention is now being given to the church facade (front steps & columns) for future repair and
cleaning.

The rental house restoration efforts continue and are on track.

The Boston Butt Fundraiser was a great success; the revenue of the project will go toward updating
and upgrading the barbecue pit.

Quotes have been given for repair and updates to the fire alarm and security system, which will
include new regular expenses on the church’s budget for maintenance.

. A new Maintenance committee will soon be established to oversee the church’s maintenance needs. A

work order form and form response will be created for that purpose.

Updates on the council elections were made; no electronic votes will be eligible this year.

10. New business included ideas and updates for groups and studies, potentially starting an Arabic class

for our children, and the SEMA Friendsgiving event on Nov. 23,

Should any parishioners have any questions, suggestions, or topics they would like the Parish Council to
discuss, they may contact Abe Boackle or Fr. Elias.




Parish Council Elections — November 15-16

Elections for a new parish council will be held next weekend on Saturday, Nov. 15th, and Sunday, Nov. 16th. This
council has a 3-year term, beginning in January 2026 and serving until December 2028. The council will itself consist
of 5 elected members and four members appointed by Abouna Elias. The following includes the rules and procedures

for the voting process.

¢ Fach parishioner may vote for no more than 5 people to be elected to the new parish council. Any ballots that
are marked with more than five candidates will not be counted.

In order to provide ample opportunity for parishioners to vote, a table will be set up under the Northside portico
for 20 minutes after the 5 p.m. Saturday liturgy, ending no later than 6:30 p.m. This will be repeated for 20
minutes after the 8 a.m. Sunday liturgy, ending no later than 9:30 a.m.

Voting after the 10:30 a.m. liturgy will be in the Parish Hall ONLY immediately following the liturgy and will end
promptly at 12:30 p.m.

After each voting session, two persons will put the ballots in a sealed envelope, sign the envelope, and place it in a
lock box until the specified time for counting the ballots.

A third person appointed by the pastor will join the election committee personnel and assist in counting the
ballots in the Administration Building.

Parishioners will be notified of election winners via email on Monday afternoon, November 17th .

SEMA Triend}giving

On November 23 the St. Elias Maronite Adults '
(SEMA) will host a “Friendsgiving” Event in the -2

hurch hall at 5:00 PM.
et IMPORTANT

" »

DO YOU SEE AN ISSUE THAT
S NEEDS REPAIR AROUND THE
» o CHURCH?

Please sign up using the link below to provide a dish o

for us to share. We are in need of main dishes, sides, Our parish is now

salads, desserts, and appetizers. using an online form
to communicate all

maintenance needs.

Cffice Closed for Thankseiving PLEASE HELP US BE MORE RESPONSIVE BY
In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, the USING THIS NEW FORM TO REPORT AN ISSUE. '
Church Office will be closed on Thursday, Nov. 27, ’

and Friday, Nov. 28%. There will also be no divine We appr ec'a_te 4 Ol.l all help'ng us
liturgy on those days. streamline this process.

Sign Up Link MAINTENANCE



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AACAD2FA6FCC43-60071318-sema#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc71PyDPCugm5qZp3QL4MN2psb5ULfPO6aH-XA4XRGIvlrcVw/viewform

Click on Calendar to Enlarge

oo NOVEMBER 2025 sevoo=

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 Sts. Cosmas & Damian
Ladies Altar Society
Thanksgiving Cooking Session
2 3 Sts. Akepsimas, Josepha, & A Sts. Vitalis & Agricola 5 St. Asya, the Righteous 6 St. Paul, Patriarch of 7 St. Hieron & His Companions| 8 St. Michael, the Archangel
Aithalas Constantinople
. Ladies Altar Societ
MOCF Classes - 9:20 AM 3 Y First Friday Adoration
Monthly Meeting 10 AM-4 PM
& Luncheon
MYO & Jr. MYO
Friendsgiving 4-6 PM Bible Study - 6:45 PM
St. Matrona of Pamphylia St. Maura St. Mennas and His St. Theodore, the Studite St. John Chrysostom St. Philip Sts. Guria, Samonas, &
9 1 0 " Companions; & St. Martin 12 13 & St. Frances Cabrini Il' 15 Habib,
MCF Classes - 9:20 AM Ladies Altar Society Ladies Altar Society
Thanksgiving Cooking Session|Thanksgiving Cooking Session
Community Food Bank
Bible Study - 6:45 PM Volunteering 1-3 PM Pastoral Council Elections
St. Matthew, The Evangelist St. Gregory, the St. Romanos & St. Rose Pope St. Pontian St. Gregory of the Decapolis The Presentation of the Sts. Joachim & Anne
16 17 Wonderworker 18 Philippine Duchesne 19 20 Virgin 22
MCF Classes - 9:20 AM
Ladies Altar Society
Thanksgiving Luncheon
11:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Pastoral Council Elections Bible Study - 6:45 PM
St. Sassine, Bishop of Cyzicus| St. Catherine of Alexandria Pope St. Clement | St. Peter, Patriarch of St. James Intercisus St. Stephen, the Younger Sts. Saturninus & Sisinius
23 24 25 26 S 27 28 29
MCF Classes - 9:20 AM Thanksgiving Day Church Office Closed
Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
SEMA
Friendsgiving 5-7 PM
St. Andrew READINGS OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL
St, Bishoy,
M; h 1. 2-Nov Is54:1,3,5-8, 10 Heb9:1-12 Mt 16: 13-20
MCF Classes - 9:20 AM ass S¢ edu.e_
Saturday Vigil - 5:00 PM 9-Nov 2 Mac 10: 1-6a, 7b-8 Heb 9: 11-15 In10: 22-42
Sunday - 8:00 AM 16-Nov Gen 17:15-22 Rom 4: 13-25 Lk 1:1-25
Sunday - 10:30 AM 23-Nov 25am 7: 8-10, 11b-12, 13b-17 Gal 3:15-22 Lk 1: 26-38
Monday through Friday - 10:00 AM 30-Nov 25am 6:9-15, 17, 18b Eph1:1-14 Lk 1: 39-45

Charity Committee Volunteering & Donations

Thank You to our Volunteers

On the 2" Friday of each month, volunteer at
the Community Foodbank of Central Alabama

Next date: Dec. 12, 2025, 1-3 PM

A sign-up link can be found here

The day begins with the divine liturgy at 10 AM
followed by lunch.

Let Diane Wehby know if you plan to join that

day.

Phone: 205-612-2234

E-mail: diane.wehby@gmail.com



https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-10.pdf
https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com

THE ST. ELIAS LADIES ALTAR SOCIETY

FOOD DRIVE

IN HONOR OF THE SORROWFUL AND
IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

NOVEMBER 8 - DECEMBER 8

Due to an increased need this holiday scason, St. Elias is promoting a food drive to
gather donations for the Community Food Bank of Central Alabama. Beginning Nov. 8th,
donation boxes will be located in the church hall and the Northside portico to receive
your donated food items.

Most Needed Items:

Canned Meat (Chicken, Tuna, Salmon, etc.)
Canned Vegetables (Low/No Sodium Preferred)
Canned Fruit or Applesauce

Canned Soups, Stews or Boxed Meals

Boxed Mac & Cheese & Potato Flakes

Peanut Butter (and Other Nut Butter)

Canned or Dried Beans, Peas, Lentils, etc.
Pasta, Rice, Quinoa (or Other Healthy Carbohydrates) O

Breakfast Cereals, Oatmeal, and Grits
100% Fruit Juice (Canned, Plastic Bottles, or Boxes)
Shelf-Stable Milk (Dairy or Oat, Almond, Coconut, etc.)

PLEASE AVOID
Sodas, candy, junk food, alcoholic beverages, homemade items,
open/used items, items in a glass container, or perishable products.

We will be dedicating this food drive in honor of our Blessed Mother, and we will entrust its
success to the Sorrowful & Immaculate Heart of Mary. We are hoping to collect 1000 food
items by the feast of Immaculate Conception on Dec. 8. Please help us reach that goal. For
more information, please contact Angie Lazarus.

If you would prefer to donate money instead of food, please use our
regular payment portal below and use the “Food Drive” category.

Click Here to Donate



https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
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Cordially Invites everyone to the

PARISH-WIDE

SUNDAY Following the 10:30 AM
NOVEMBER Divine Liturgy

$15.00 per plate
*Meals can be shared
with a child or 2 children

can share a plate

Turkey and Dressing
Cranberry Sauce
Sweet Potato Casserole
Salad
Rolls
Dessert

Take-out Meals
available upon request




BIBLE STUDY

The Holy Cross through the Epistles of St. Paul

Don’t forget to bring your Bibles

WEDNESDAYS | 6:30 PM

Led by Deacon Paul Bolus

A Zoom Link will be made
available for those who cannot
attend in person

) THI

GROSS



https://www.amazon.com/Paul-Power-Cross-Mitch-Pacwa/dp/168278407X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=32CHMSJUVC1KN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.VS3iV1TOUKyOF2kKk0Rs1NbqyEvKndLsRE1xoUt3FfHq8SGpVXAuSXdI39NdFzIE4TE6D2b5oktjlEoNMytVm5dfbpsQvB75i9Prrhobhl6LstJNa6Cos3f_5H1BX6HV2YlYrczWJR8tq2bkfZDVh9ge0vhHX1cCvWpgXlff2_dFgepdlSyZYpWorCr71JbCTDv5ye2dFLfwAkYNfqfow9s3nAZ4Dd4C_Qyql_krdFA.zUqAobYk8IImHA4PBhydcWEevN_loxMrMLUrc348zBM&dib_tag=se&keywords=power+of+the+cross&qid=1758041057&sprefix=power+of+the+cros%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-2

Dear Friends,

Reg;
We hope this finds you enjoying the best of health, happiness, and successg i s ?@

The 2026 Lebanese Elections are quickly approaching. We invite you to register, as it is your ‘
right and responsibility to express your opinion on the future of Lebanon.

As a reminder, you are eligible to register as a non-resident voter if you hold Lebanese
citizenship and were born on or before March 30, 2005.

¢ Eligible voters can register online at https://diasporavote.mfa.gov.1b/
¢ Eligible voters may also register in person at the Lebanese Embassy or at their respective
general and honorary consulates

Registration closes on November 20, 2025 at 11:59 PM Beirut Time.

Lebanon needs you, and this is the time to act to ensure the future of a better, democratic,
independent, and sovereign Lebanon.

With our sincere best wishes and prayers, we remain

Yours in Christ,

+Gregory Mansour +A. Eligs Zaidan

Bishop of the Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklyn Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

Lol

L 4
—

Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklyn
109 Remsen St., Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel: (718) 237-9913 chancerystmaron(@verizon.net www.stmaron.org
Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
19300 Rinaldi Street Box 8509, Porter Ranch, CA 91327
Tel (818) 626-9193 info@eparchy.org www.eparchy.org



https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Lebanese-Election.mp4
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Doors open 8pm-lam
At Saint Elias Church Hall

Dinner served 8:30pm-9:30pm

Adult S50
Kids 12 & under S15 (kids meal included)
Kids 2 & under free (meal not included)

Ticket purchase-online only (scan QR code below)
Seats are first come first serve, to reserve tables
contact Katrine Aboujaoude

TICKET PURCHASE DEADLINE DEC 25TH
(late fee S70 adult ticket)

Catered Dinner adults: Mixed Green Salad,

Grilled Lemon & Rosemary Chicken, Garlic Mashed
Potatoes, Roasted Seasonal Vegetables, Rolls,
Charcuterie Station, Dessert

Kids: Chicken Fingers, chips, Dessert

Drinks: Sodas & Mixers (Bring your own Alcohol)
Entertainment: DJ Reesh

Cigar Area: Bring your own Cigar

scan me

* For more information please contact Katrine Aboujaoude (205) 383 9397


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdjtGYjnbfx9ZQIWCkwTOrbVB9X3Wj-dEqHvijCMo9XoL2MQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdo6pu3Lp5G19DCUrnO3B2D7t8CAX97LkToei5Q4Hfdy4n77g/viewform
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Cooking Sessionsx

January 17 - Spinach Pies
January 24 - Spinach Pies S
/ / / January 31 -Spinach Pies "
February 14 - Meat Pies =
February 28 - Meat Pies =
, March 14 - Grape Leaves o
March 21 - Grape Leaves
March 28 - Kaak
April 11 - Sweets (Set up for Festival)
April 13-16 - Festival Work Days

April 17-18 - Festival _

Mark Your Calendars for these 2026 dates




Interested in
having your ad
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman
For more
information

info@stelias.org
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PLUMBING SUPPLY Co.
SINCE 1968

Carlo H. Joseph
Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

SEMA
St. Elias Maronite
Adults

A social and spiritual group
for adults 35 and older who
are seeking to build lifelong
friendships founded in
faith, service, and family.

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact:
Jackie Semaan
(205) 369-3448

r
NEW ERA

PLUMBING

Joseph Stephens &
Michael Stephens, Owners
Plumbing and Gas

205-208-0100

WWwWWw.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21 Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
PH: 205-758-8621
FAX: 205-758-4472

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124

PH: 205-663-1336
FAX: 205-664-9555

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
1271 Old Hwy. 11
Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-655-0001
FAX: 205-661-9629

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.
3320 214 Ave. So.
Birmingham, AL 35222
PH: 205-324-9521
FAX: 205-324-2943

To donate ffowers for the
a[tar, contact
LaVonne Williamson

205-936-9569

(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the
Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker
mijboohakermph@gmail.com

Central Air Solutions LLC
AL# 21138

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

+|+
+|+

For more
information
contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

We are a group of young adults
between the ages of 18 and 35
looking to deepen our faith,
grow our friendship and serve

our community.

) ;

We would love to have you join us on

mja
the journey

Social: @saintelias.mya
T'o be added to the Whatsapp community

please contact Maurice Semaan at (205)200



mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
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