
SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 | 1st SUNDAY OF THE HOLY CROSS

Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day

Sat. 9/20
5:00 PM

For the repose of Allen Harika on the anniversary of his death
requested by Amy Harika & Family

St. Eustatius and His Wife & 
Children

Sun 9/21
8:00 AM

For the repose of Fr. Thomas W. Sadler
requested by Leo & Jacque Shaia 1st Sunday of the Holy Cross

and St. QuadratusSun 9/21
10:30 AM

For the repose of Dot Wehby
requested by Dcn. Paul & Theresa Bolus

Mon 9/22
10:00 AM

For the repose of Fr. Dominic Ashkar
requested by Janice & Aliyah Toner and Omra & Elaine Kassouf

St. Phocas and His 
Companions

Tues 9/23
10:00 AM

For the repose of Allen Harika
requested by Janice & Aliyah Toner and Omra & Elaine Kassouf

The Prophet Jonah

Wed 9/24
10:00 AM

No Divine Liturgy at St. Elias
Join us at St. Rose Academy

St. Thecla, the First Woman 
Martyr

Thurs 9/25
10:00 AM

For the suffering souls in purgatory St. Pephnutius, the Confessor

Fri 9/26
10:00 AM

For the repose of Donald Stewart
requested by Janice & Aliyah Toner and Omra & Elaine Kassouf

St. John the Evangelist

Sat. 9/27
5:00 PM

For the repose of Renee Boackle Ritchey
requested by Mary Milton

St. Vincent de Paul

Sun 9/28
8:00 AM

For Harriet, Anthony, Phillip, & Tommy Bostany
requested by the Family 2nd Sunday of the Holy Cross

and St. CharitonSun 9/28
10:30 AM

For the repose of Harriet Bostany
requested by Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hannon

Follow us on Social Media:

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org 
Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org 
Confessions:  4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

“Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be 

first among you will be the slave of  all.” Mark 10: 43-44

ومن أراد أن يكون الأول فيكم، فليكن. بل من أراد أن يكون كبيرا فيكم، فليكن لكم خادما

٤٤-١٠/٤٣مر . لأجمعكم عبدا

ܘܢ ݂ܽ ܢܟ  ܐ܂ ܘܰܐܝܢܐܐ ܡ݂ܶ ܢܐ ܘܢ ܡܫܰܡܫܐ ݂ܽ ܐ ܠܟ  ܐ ܢ݂ܶܗܘ݂ܶ ܐ ܪܰܒ݁ܐ ܘܢ ܕ݁ܢ݂ܶܗܘ݂ܶ ݂ܽ ܐ ܒ݁ܟ  ݂ܶ ܒ   ܡܰܢ ܕ݁ܨܐ
ܐ
ܐ ܠܳ ܕ݁ܐ ܐ ܥܰܒ  ܐ ܢ݂ܶܗܘ݂ܶ ܝܐ ܡܐ ܐ ܩܰܕ  ܐ ܕ݁ܢ݂ܶܗܘ݂ܶ ݂ܶ ܒ  ܕ݁ܨܐ

ܠܢܐܫ܂ ܡܪܩܘܣ ܝ ݂ܽ ܡܕ-ܡܓ/ܕ݁ܟ 

https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org


Sunday Readings

Deut 17: 14-20; 

Liturgy Lector Altar Servers

5:00 PM
Valerie 
Wepfer

Aliyah Toner
Raymond Josof

Mary Joseph

8:00 AM
Sidney 
Wehby

Robert Dean
Elias Marinelli

Collins Dunavant

10:30 AM
Victoria 

Bolus

Anthony Mezran 
Michael Mezrano 
Ariana Tombrello

CONTRIBUTIONS – Week Ending September 21, 2025
General Fund: $ 8,790.88

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.  
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

 You can schedule it once and you are done.  

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Naomi Kassouf, 

Sherry McFarland, Mary Milton, Hafil Showoul, 

Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone, David Tanory, 

Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby,  Chor. Richard Saad

Call the church office or email 

info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS
 

MCF

• Classes Sept. 21 – 9:20 AM

• Parents Meeting Sept. 21 – 9:30 AM

  Meeting in New Hall A & B

MYO

• Cookout with Jr. Myo – Sept. 20 – 6 PM

• “Activision” Outing – Sept. 28 – TBD

SEMA

• Fairway Social – Sept. 21 – 5 PM

Ladies Altar Society

• Monthly Meeting – Oct. 1 

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of  scammers. They are 

relentless in attempting to take advantage of  good 

people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so 

know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or gift 

cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of  the address or phone number 

being used. Abouna will only use his official email 

address: pastor@stelias.org. Not any other.

New MYO Officers
Elections were held this past Sunday for new MYO 

officers. Congratulations to the winners.

President - Julia Butrus

Vice-President - Alex Bachawati

Secretary - Carley Shirah

Treasurer - Angelina Harika

Spiritual Leader - Elias Marinelli

Recruiting Chair - Abby Smith 

Food & Beverage Inventory Specialists – 

Patrick Shirah & Kate Butrus

Social Media Coordinators – 

Sophia Marinelli & Mimi Smaha

We also wish to thank our outgoing officers for 

leading the MYO this past year.

Former President - Sophia Spray

Former VP - Suzan Marinelli

Former Secretary - Elias Marinelli

Former Treasurer - Julia Butrus

Former Fridge Filler - Jackson Travis

Former Historian - Angelina Harika

Parish Council 

Elections

Elections for new parish council members will be held 

on Nov. 15 & 16. More details about running and 

voting will be made available soon.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org


Thank You
Bingo Luncheon Volunteers

We are so grateful to all the volunteers who made 

this year’s Bingo Luncheon such a great success. 

To the chefs, cashiers, operators, and so many 

others, please know that we truly could not have 

done it all without you. God bless you in your 

giving of  time and talent. 

We look forward to another successful luncheon 

next year.

Bingo Luncheon Winners

Congratulations to the winners of  our Bingo 

Luncheon raffles & auction.

Money Tree Raffle Winner - Jo Ann Joseph

Teacup Raffle Winners - Adele Boohaker, Judy 

Zaidan, Teresa Vaccaro, Norman Bolus, & Daniel Sieg

Auction Bid Winner - Carlo Joseph

Liturgy Intention Policy
Moving forward, there will no longer be multiple 

liturgy intentions for a divine liturgy at St. Elias. 

All liturgies will only be permitted one intention 

from a single petitioner. 

The only exception to this rule will be in the 

scheduling of  40-Day liturgies, wherein a 40-Day 

liturgy may be added to an existing liturgy 

intention. Simultaneous 40-Day liturgies will not 

be permitted, and the 2nd 40-Day petitioner will 

have to request a different day. 

For any date that already has multiple intentions 

scheduled, these will be observed, but no others.

We thank you for your attention to this matter.

If  you would like to schedule a liturgy, please 

contact the church office:

Phone: (251) 205-5057

Email: info@stelias.org

Kitchen Cleaning
From Oct. 1-11, the church’s industrial kitchen will 

undergo a professional deep-clean. All of  the kitchen’s 

contents will be moved and stored on tables in the 

main hall until the cleaning process has concluded. As 

such, the kitchen and main hall will not be available 

for use.

Details will be made available soon on parish 

volunteer workdays, when we will be requesting 

assistance in this process.

Holy Baptism

& Chrismation

Sophia “Teresa

Benedicta” Saab
Sept. 13, 2025

Holy Baptism

& Chrismation

Marialena Gloria

“Martha” Bolus
Sept. 14, 2025

Saint Spotlight: St. Thecla – Sept. 24

St. Thecla is attributed as the first woman martyr, and 

yet the exact means of  her martyrdom remains a 

mystery. She was converted by the public teaching of  

St. Paul in the 1st c. and became his disciple. She was 

miraculously spared from being burned at the stake 

and from being bitten in a den of  snakes. When asked 

by her persecutors how this was possible, she said, “I 

am the slave of  Jesus Christ. He is…the salvation of  

those who believe in him.” St. Thecla, pray for us.

mailto:info@stelias.org


Click on Calendar to Enlarge

Charity Committee

• On the 2nd Friday of each month, volunteer at 
the Community Foodbank of Central Alabama

• Next date: Oct. 10, 2025, 1-3 PM

• Future dates: Nov. 14 & Dec. 12

• A sign-up link can be found here 

• The day begins with the divine liturgy at 10 AM 
followed by lunch.

• Let Diane Wehby know if you plan to join that 
day.

• Phone: 205-612-2234  

• E-mail: diane.wehby@gmail.com

In Gratitude
We wish to show our gratitude for Frederick Pollman’s 

11 years of  musicianship at St. Elias, serving as one of  

our church organists. 

Next weekend, on Saturday, Sept. 27, he will begin in a 

new role as Director of  Music and Choral Activities at 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church in 

Montevallo, AL. As such, this Sunday, Sept. 21, will be 

his final weekend liturgy.

We will miss his playing dearly, but this is not a full 

farewell as he will remain in his position as Office 

Manager and continue to attend to the needs of  our 

community in that capacity. 

May God bless him with success in this new venture.

https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-09.pdf
https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com






https://www.amazon.com/Paul-Power-Cross-Mitch-Pacwa/dp/168278407X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=32CHMSJUVC1KN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.VS3iV1TOUKyOF2kKk0Rs1NbqyEvKndLsRE1xoUt3FfHq8SGpVXAuSXdI39NdFzIE4TE6D2b5oktjlEoNMytVm5dfbpsQvB75i9Prrhobhl6LstJNa6Cos3f_5H1BX6HV2YlYrczWJR8tq2bkfZDVh9ge0vhHX1cCvWpgXlff2_dFgepdlSyZYpWorCr71JbCTDv5ye2dFLfwAkYNfqfow9s3nAZ4Dd4C_Qyql_krdFA.zUqAobYk8IImHA4PBhydcWEevN_loxMrMLUrc348zBM&dib_tag=se&keywords=power+of+the+cross&qid=1758041057&sprefix=power+of+the+cros%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-2


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerdfkGpxFoMyVUlHE97-QcEVNJEAwWL8TIon1IXXTqTSOVMg/viewform?usp=dialog


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1tD18uyN3TUuN25IaM9E5j5ECSOt79gwAesWTp05BHtM/edit?usp=sharing


If you have pledged to make 
a donation, please do so at
your earliest convenience.

Repairs are already underway.

https://stelias.org/stained-glass-windows/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3


205-208-0100205.365.4796

Joseph Stephens & 

Michael Stephens, Owners

Plumbing and Gas

Carlo H. Joseph

Executive Vice President

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

221 Industrial Park Dr. 

Pelham, AL  35124 

PH:   205-663-1336 

FAX: 205-664-9555 

www.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

1271 Old Hwy. 11 

Trussville, AL  35235 

PH:   205-655-0001 

FAX: 205-661-9629 

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.

3320 2nd Ave. So.

Birmingham, AL  35222

PH:   205-324-9521

FAX: 205-324-2943

V & W Supply Co., Inc.

711 21st Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL  35401

PH:   205-758-8621

FAX: 205-758-4472

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer 
of our sacred liturgy 

to birth in song

For more 
information 

contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

Interested in 
having your ad 
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman

For more 
information

info@stelias.org

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action 
For St. Elias and the 

Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker 
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

SEMA

St. Elias Maronite 

Adults

A social and spiritual group 
for adults 35 and older who 
are seeking to build lifelong 

friendships founded in 
faith, service, and family. 

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact: 
Jackie Semaan 
(205) 369-3448

To donate flowers for the 
altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Luxury Meets Comfort
Transform your bathroom into a spa-like escape with 
the Nyla 67” Acrylic Freestanding Tub from Barclay

mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
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