
SEPTEMBER 14, 2025 | THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day

Sat. 9/13
5:00 PM

For the repose of Herman Lazarus
requested by Ben & Angie Lazarus

St. Christopher

Sun 9/14
8:00 AM

For the intentions of all St. Elias Parishioners
The Exaltation of the 

Holy CrossSun 9/14
10:30 AM

For the intentions of all St. Elias Parishioners

Mon 9/15
12:00 PM

For the health of Elette Tanory
requested by Gerry & Beverly Kimes

St. Shaina & St. Sassine

Tues 9/16
10:00 AM

For the repose of Dot Wehby
requested by Norman & Lisa Bolus

St. Cyprian

Wed 9/17
10:00 AM

For the repose of the deceased of the Katour Shakra Family
requested by the Kassouf Family

St. Sophia and her 3 
Daughters

Thurs 9/18
10:00 AM

For the suffering souls in purgatory
The Flight of the Lord Jesus 

to Egypt

Fri 9/19
10:00 AM

For the repose of Alfred Bahakel
requested by Izas & Renee Bahakel & Family

St. Januarius

Sat. 9/20
5:00 PM

For the repose of Allen Harika on the anniversary of his death
requested by Amy Harika & Family

St. Eustatius and His Wife & 
Children

Sun 9/21
8:00 AM

For the repose of Fr. Thomas W. Sadler
requested by Leo & Jacque Shaia 1st Sunday of the Holy Cross

and St. QuadratusSun 9/21
10:30 AM

For the repose of Dot Wehby
requested by Dcn. Paul & Theresa Bolus

Follow us on Social Media:

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org 
Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org 
Confessions:  4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of  wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 

just a grain of  wheat; but if  it dies, it produces much fruit.” John 12: 24

وإذا . إن حبة الحنطة التي تقع في الأرض إن لم تمت تبق وحدها: الحق الحق أقول لكم

١٢/٢٤يو . ماتت، أخرجت ثمرا كثيرا
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Sunday Readings

Ex 17: 8-15; 1 Cor 1: 18-25; Jn 12: 20-32

Liturgy Lector Altar Servers

5:00 PM Lisa Saab
Dominic Bruno
Angelo Bruno

8:00 AM
Joe 

Harrison

Emma Whitt
Mona Adams
Nora Adams

10:30 AM
Christian 
Wehby

Nicholas Boackle
Elias Bouakar
Mark Bouakar

CONTRIBUTIONS – Week Ending September 7, 2025
General Fund: $ 5,392.69

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.  
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

 You can schedule it once and you are done.  

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Naomi Kassouf, 

Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr., 

Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone, 

David Tanory, Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby

Call the church office or email 

info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS
 

MCF

• Classes Sept. 14 – 9:20 AM

• Parents Meeting Sept. 21 – 9:30 AM

Ladies Altar Society 

• Bingo Luncheon Cook Days – Sept. 15 

 & Sept. 16 – beginning at 9 AM

MYO

• Elections – Sept. 14 - During MCF Classes

SEMA

• Social Gathering Sept. 21 – 5 PM

Altar Flowers
The altar flowers for this week were 

generously donated by Wanda Elkourie 

in loving memory of  Karen Stephens.

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of  scammers. They are 

relentless in attempting to take advantage of  good 

people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so 

know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or gift 

cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of  the address or phone number 

being used. Abouna will only use his official email 

address: pastor@stelias.org. Not any other.

Second Collection:
Catholic University

The Collection for The Catholic University of  

America underwrites scholarships to assist financially 

deserving students in completing their education at 

CUA in over 50 disciplines. More information can be 

found here. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

Bible Study Resumes
Beginning on Wednesday, Sept. 24, following the 

novena to St. Theresa, we will resume our church-wide 

Bible study for all interested parishioners led by Dcn. 

Paul Bolus.

We will be studying the letters of  St. Paul with a focus 

on the Holy Cross using Fr. Mitch Pacwa’s book “St. 

Paul on the Power of  the Cross.” You do not need to 

purchase the book to participate, but if  you would like 

to purchase it, you can find it using this link. 

St. Paul on the Power of  the Cross

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
https://www.catholic.edu/
https://www.amazon-power-of-the-cross/


PASTOR’S CORNER

Father Elias Yazbeck
Pastor

Dear Parishioners, 

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 

Cross. For us Maronites, this feast is not just a memory from the 

past, it is the doorway into a new liturgical season. From now until 

the end of the Church year, the Church invites us to look forward 

with hope to the second coming of Christ. On that day, the Cross, 

once lifted on Calvary, will shine as the sign of His final victory.

In our Syriac tradition, the Cross is called the “Tree of Life.” The 

tree in the Garden of Eden once brought death through sin, but the 

tree of the Cross has brought healing and salvation. The wood that 

carried our Savior has become the bridge that carries us from earth 

to heaven, from sin to forgiveness, from sorrow to joy. The Cross is 

not only a symbol, it is the way Christ renewed the whole world.

In 2012, I had the blessing to visit the Basilica of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem in Rome. There, St. Helena, the 

mother of Emperor Constantine, placed relics of the Lord’s Passion. To stand in that holy place and see 

fragments believed to be from the Cross was a moving experience. It reminded me that our faith is real and 

rooted in history. Tradition tells us how St. Helena discovered the Cross in Jerusalem around the year 326, and 

how pieces of it were later spread throughout the Christian world for veneration. This feast also recalls the 

joyful day in 628 when the Cross, once taken by enemies, was triumphantly returned to Jerusalem. In Lebanon 

and throughout the Middle East, Christians still mark this feast with bonfires on the mountains, reminding us 

that the light of the Cross shines over all darkness.

In the Maronite liturgy, this feast also includes the blessing of the Four Corners of the Church. The priest raises 

the Cross and blesses the people to the north, south, east, and west. This shows that the power of the Cross 

reaches every direction, every people, and every nation. Just as Christ stretched out His arms on the Cross to 

embrace all humanity, so the Church spreads His blessing to the whole world.

But the Cross is not only something we see in church or read about in history, it is part of our daily lives. Each 

of us carries crosses: struggles, illnesses, losses, or sacrifices. Yet our faith teaches us that these crosses are not 

dead ends. They are bridges that bring us closer to Christ. When we make the sign of the Cross or kiss the 

Cross in church, we are not just honoring wood or metal, we are choosing to embrace our own crosses with 

love and trust.

As we begin this Season of the Cross, let us make the sign of the Cross with deeper faith, trace it on our 

children, whisper it in our prayers, and carry it in our lives. For the Cross is our hope, our light, and our crown. 

And when Christ comes again, it will be lifted high as the banner of His eternal kingdom.



The pastoral council met with Abouna Elias on Monday, September 8, with Abe Boackle, Jackie Semaan, 
Harrison Adams, Norman Bolus, Gina Henley, and Andrea Boohaker in attendance. 

Here are the main points that were discussed during the meeting.

1. A grant request for the Zyne Foundation continues to be planned; quotes for proposed improvements 
have been gathered for the following: bathroom repair, outdoor sound system, waterproofing of the 
church, repaving, and an emergency generator for the walk-in cooler and freezer. 

2. A massive deep-clean of the church kitchen is being planned for the beginning of October; a timeline 
has been established for 2 weeks in October; a parish-wide workday is planned for Oct. 12.

3. The columbarium restoration project is in concluding phases; a final walk-through is scheduled for 
Sept. 15.

4. The rental house restoration efforts continue; a full assessment of further repairs is underway.

5. Cleaning of the curbs and sidewalks of the campus has been recently completed to everyone’s 
satisfaction.

6. The stained-glass window restoration project is also underway; old coverings have been removed and 
repainting should be completed by next week; the new acrylic coverings were chosen for their 
improved UV protection which will cause them to last longer with less decay.

7. Quotes were given for new blinds in the school rooms and potential gravel installation in the 
backyard.

8. Pastoral council elections are scheduled for Nov. 16; parishioner 18 or older will be eligible to vote, 
nominations are now open.

9. A Boston Butt Fundraiser was voted to replace the Tailgate Party on Oct. 25.

10. Plans for a fixed Maintenance committee prior to the end of this council’s tenure are underway.

11. Lastly, updates were given for the MYO, Jr. MYO, and MYA; their schedules are now set for the year. 
They will be meeting regularly and all plan to attend the national conferences next year. 

Should any parishioners have any questions, suggestions, or topics they would like the Parish Council to 
discuss, they may contact Abe Boackle or Fr. Elias.

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes



Charity Committee Volunteering & Donations

Thank You to our Volunteers

• Many thanks to all who assisted 
at the Food Bank this past Friday. 

• Remember to join us next time 
on October 10.

• Future dates: Nov. 14 & Dec. 12
• Click here to sign up, and let 

Diane Wehby know if you plan to 
join.

• Phone: 205-612-2234  E-mail: 
diane.wehby@gmail.com 

Click on Calendar to Enlarge

https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-09.pdf
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com




Grab ticket forms in the vestibule or go to 
our website to fill them out online at 

stelias.org/bingo-luncheon 

https://stelias.org/bingo-luncheon/
https://stelias.org/bingo-luncheon/
https://stelias.org/bingo-luncheon/
https://stelias.org/bingo-luncheon/




https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerdfkGpxFoMyVUlHE97-QcEVNJEAwWL8TIon1IXXTqTSOVMg/viewform?usp=dialog


If you have pledged to make 
a donation, please do so at
your earliest convenience.

Repairs are already underway.

https://stelias.org/stained-glass-windows/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3




205-208-0100205.365.4796

Joseph Stephens & 

Michael Stephens, Owners

Plumbing and Gas

Carlo H. Joseph

Executive Vice President

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

221 Industrial Park Dr. 

Pelham, AL  35124 

PH:   205-663-1336 

FAX: 205-664-9555 

www.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

1271 Old Hwy. 11 

Trussville, AL  35235 

PH:   205-655-0001 

FAX: 205-661-9629 

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.

3320 2nd Ave. So.

Birmingham, AL  35222

PH:   205-324-9521

FAX: 205-324-2943

V & W Supply Co., Inc.

711 21st Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL  35401

PH:   205-758-8621

FAX: 205-758-4472

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer 
of our sacred liturgy 

to birth in song

For more 
information 

contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

Interested in 
having your ad 
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman

For more 
information

info@stelias.org

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action 
For St. Elias and the 

Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker 
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

SEMA

St. Elias Maronite 

Adults

A social and spiritual group 
for adults 35 and older who 
are seeking to build lifelong 

friendships founded in 
faith, service, and family. 

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact: 
Jackie Semaan 
(205) 369-3448

To donate flowers for the 
altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Words of

St. John

Chrysostom

mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
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