
AUGUST 24, 2025 | THE 13th SUNDAY OF THE GLORIOUS PENTECOST
(THE 22ND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME)

Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day

Sat. 8/30
5:00 PM

For the repose of Margaret Prather on the anniversary of her 
death requested by William Prather 

and also for the repose of John Wehby on the anniversary of his 
death requested by Phillip & Diane Wehby

Bl. Estephan Ne’mee

Sun 8/31
8:00 AM

For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners The 13th Sunday of the 
Glorious Pentecost

St. Zakhia, St. Aegidius, 
& St. Abda

Sun 8/31
10:30 AM

For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners

Mon 9/1
10:00 AM

No Divine Liturgy
Church & Office closed for Labor Day

St. Simeon, the Stylite

Tues 9/2
10:00 AM

For the suffering souls in purgatory St. Mammas, the Great

Wed 9/3
10:00 AM

For the living and deceased members of the Ladies Altar Society St. Theodore, the Great

Thurs 9/4
10:00 AM

For the repose of Betty Jo Thomas
requested by the Greg Lively Family

St. Babylas, Patriarch of 
Antioch

Fri 8/5
10:00 AM

For the repose of Alfred Bahakel
requested by Izas & Renee Bahakel & Family

St. Sharbel of Odessa, His 
Sister, St. Theresa of Calcutta

Sat. 9/6
5:00 PM

For the repose of Joe George & Pete Butrus requested by the 
Butrus Family & the repose of George Boohaker on the 

anniversary of his death requested by the family
St. Michael, the Archangel

Sun 9/7
8:00 AM

For the repose of Renee Boackle Ritchey 
requested by Jim & Jeanette Bakey The 14th Sunday of the 

Glorious Pentecost
& St. SozonSun 9/7

10:30 AM
In thanksgiving for the ordination of Fr. John Paul Kimes 

as a Periodeut

Follow us on Social Media:

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org 
Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org 
Confessions:  4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

“What is too sublime for you, seek not, into things beyond your strength, search not. The mind of  a 

sage appreciates proverbs,  and an attentive ear is the joy of  the wise.” Sir 3: 18 & 20

.ب ِ إزِْدَدْ توََاضُمًا ما ازْدَدْتَ عَظَمَةً فَتنَاَلَ حُظْوَةً لَدَى الر  
ا يَتجََاوَزْ قُ  ٣/٢٠و ٣/١٨سي . دْرَتكََ لََ تطَْلبُْ ما يمُْيِيكَ نَيْلهُُ وَلََ تجََثْ عَم 

https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org


Sunday Readings

Ruth 1: 15-19a, Eph 3: 1-13, & Mt 15: 21-28

Liturgy Lector Altar Servers

5:00 PM
Phillip 
Wehby

Mitchell Lawrence 
Anne Louise 

Lawrence

8:00 AM
Valerie 
Wepfer

Joseph Shunnarah 
Lucy Shunnarah

Emma Whitt

10:30 AM
Joe 

Harrison

Nevaeh Tombrello 
Armani Tombrello 

Raymond Josof

CONTRIBUTIONS – Week Ending August 24, 2025
General Fund: $ 6,291.77

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.  
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

 You can schedule it once and you are done.  

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Naomi Kassouf, 

Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr., 

Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone, 

David Tanory, Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby

Call the church office or email 

info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS
 

MCF

• Classes Aug. 31 – 9:20 AM

Ladies Altar Society

• Monthly Meeting Sept. 3 – Rosary, 9:30 

AM; Liturgy, 10 AM; Meeting, 11 AM; 

Lunch, 12 PM (New Hall)

MYO & Jr. MYO

• Co-Social Event Sept. 20 – Time TBD

SEMA

• Social Gathering Sept. 21 – 5 PM

Altar Flowers
The altar flowers for this week were 

generously donated by Paul & Wanda Elkourie

in loving memory of  Mitzi Wehby.

Church & Office 

Closed for Labor Day

The St. Elias office will be closed on Sept. 1, 2025, 

and there will be no divine liturgy that morning.

First Friday Adoration
Our monthly Eucharistic Adoration will be on Friday, 

Sept. 5, following the 10:00 AM liturgy with the Litany 

of  the Blessed Sacrament and will continue until 

benediction at 3:50 PM.

Sign up Here

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of  scammers. They are 

relentless in attempting to take advantage of  good 

people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so 

know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or gift 

cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of  the address or phone number 

being used. Abouna will only use his official email 

address: pastor@stelias.org. Not any other.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fl1NUHGrVECjT7AF3SiMHUakPZiu3X7mZkR9NlyX8n4/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:pastor@stelias.org


PASTOR’S CORNER

Father Elias Yazbeck
Pastor

Dear Parishioners, 

Labor Day weekend is a time when we pause as a nation to 

honor the dignity of work and the countless men and 

women whose labor has built our communities, sustained 

our families, and made possible the blessings we enjoy 

each day. From those who labor in offices, schools, and 

hospitals, to those who serve in factories, fields, homes, and 

public service, today we recognize and give thanks for all 

workers.

As Christians, we understand that work is not only a way to 

provide for our needs but also a sharing in God’s own 

creative activity. From the very beginning, Scripture tells 

us: “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden 

of Eden to till it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15). Work, 

therefore, is part of our vocation, an invitation to participate 

in God’s plan for the world.

We look to Saint Joseph, the humble carpenter of Nazareth and the foster father of Jesus, as the patron saint of 

workers. Through his quiet and faithful labor, Joseph provided for the Holy Family and gave us an example of 

how daily work, done with love and honesty, becomes a prayer in itself. Recognizing this, Pope Pius XII 

established the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker on May 1st to emphasize the dignity of labor in the life of the 

Church. While our national holiday of Labor Day comes in September, it provides us a wonderful moment to 

reflect on the same truth: that all labor, no matter how hidden or ordinary, has great dignity when united to 

God.

The Book of Proverbs reminds us: “Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established” 

(Proverbs 16:3). And Saint Paul encourages: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for 

the Lord and not for men” (Colossians 3:23). These words remind us that every task, whether big or small, can 

be sanctified and offered as a gift to God.

This Labor Day weekend, let us give thanks for all who labor, for those seeking work, and for just working 

conditions for every person. May the Lord bless your rest, your families, and the fruits of your labor.

Wishing you all a safe and joyful Labor Day weekend!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerdfkGpxFoMyVUlHE97-QcEVNJEAwWL8TIon1IXXTqTSOVMg/viewform?usp=dialog


Feast of Blessed Estephan Nehme – August 30th

Ordination & Reception for 

Fr. John Paul Kimes

No Change to the Liturgical Schedule

In light of  feedback from the St. Elias community, the current 

schedule for liturgies will not change as previously announced. The 

daily Divine Liturgy on Monday-Friday will remain at 10:00 AM.

Please contact the church office if  you would like to schedule or 

reschedule a liturgy.

info@stelias.org / (205)-251-5057

The ordination of  Fr. John Paul Kimes will be at the 10:30 AM 

liturgy on Sunday, September 7th, where he will be elevated to a 

Periodeut with the title of  “Monsignor,” by the imposition of  hand 

of  Bishop A. Elias Zaidan.

Immediately following the liturgy, there will be a reception in the 

Church Hall with a seated steak meal. Due to the large expected 

attendance, reservations will be required along with a $10 donation 

to St. Elias for any guest who wishes to attend. Click on the link 

below to register for the reception. Registration must be completed 

by Sept. 2, 2025, and will be limited to the first 250 registrants.

Ordination Reception Reservation Link

For those who would prefer to make a reservation in person, you 

may do so this weekend, Aug. 30-31, following any of  the Saturday 

or Sunday masses. You may also call the church office and leave a 

message with your name and the number of  persons in your 

reservation.

Yusuf  Nehme was born on Mar. 8, 1889, in Lehfed, Lebanon (لحفد), the last of  7 

children. He was educated by the Lebanese Maronite Order at Our Lady of  Grace 

school in Sakii Rishmaya and entered that same order as a novice in 1905, making 

his monastic vows in 1907 and taking the name Estephan. He finally took his 

solemn vows as a professed religious in 1924. He worked manual labor in the fields 

and gardens of  various monasteries. His fellow monks made special note that he 

often repeated the mantra “God sees me.” Bl. Estephan died in 1938 of  a severe 

fever and stroke. His body was later found to be incorrupt and moved to new tomb 

in 1951 where it remains for veneration. His beatification was finally approved by 

Pope Benedict XVI in 2010. Blessed Estephan Nehme, pray for us.

MYO & Jr. MYO
 Join us for a 

Back to School Event 
on Saturday, September 20. 

We will grill hamburgers and hot dogs 
and enjoy activities as we welcome 

our incoming 6th graders! 
More details to follow!

mailto:info@stelias.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerdfkGpxFoMyVUlHE97-QcEVNJEAwWL8TIon1IXXTqTSOVMg/viewform?usp=dialog


Charity Committee

• On the 2nd Friday of each month, volunteer at 
the Community Foodbank of Central Alabama

• Next date: Sept. 12, 2025, 1-3 PM

• Future dates: Oct. 10, Nov. 14, Dec. 12

• A sign-up link can be found here 

• The day begins with the divine liturgy at 10 AM 
followed by lunch.

• Let Diane Wehby know if you plan to join that 
day.

• Phone: 205-612-2234  

• E-mail: diane.wehby@gmail.com

Click on Calendar to Enlarge

Abouna Out-of-Town

• Abouna Elias will be out of  town from Thursday, 

Aug. 28, through Tuesday, Sept. 2, to celebrate the 

wedding of  Geoffrey Bostany & Christina DiBlasio 

in Cleveland, OH.

• As a result, there will be no Divine Liturgy on 

Thursday, Aug. 28, Friday, Aug. 29, and Monday, 

Sept. 1 (Labor Day).

• The church office will also be closed for Labor 

Day.

• The three weekend liturgies will be masses 

celebrated according to the Latin rite with Fr. 

Daniel Sessions as celebrant. 

• Saturday confessions will be at the usual time.

https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com
https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-08.pdf


Grab ticket forms in the vestibule or go to 
our website to fill them out online at 

stelias.org/bingo-luncheon 

https://stelias.org/bingo-luncheon/
https://stelias.org/bingo-luncheon/
https://stelias.org/bingo-luncheon/
https://stelias.org/bingo-luncheon/


https://stelias.org/stained-glass-windows/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3


205-208-0100205.365.4796

Joseph Stephens & 

Michael Stephens, Owners

Plumbing and Gas

Carlo H. Joseph

Executive Vice President

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

221 Industrial Park Dr. 

Pelham, AL  35124 

PH:   205-663-1336 

FAX: 205-664-9555 

www.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

1271 Old Hwy. 11 

Trussville, AL  35235 

PH:   205-655-0001 

FAX: 205-661-9629 

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.

3320 2nd Ave. So.

Birmingham, AL  35222

PH:   205-324-9521

FAX: 205-324-2943

V & W Supply Co., Inc.

711 21st Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL  35401

PH:   205-758-8621

FAX: 205-758-4472

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer 
of our sacred liturgy 

to birth in song

For more 
information 

contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

Interested in 
having your ad 
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman

For more 
information

info@stelias.org

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action 
For St. Elias and the 

Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker 
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

SEMA

St. Elias Maronite 

Adults

A social and spiritual group 
for adults 35 and older who 
are seeking to build lifelong 

friendships founded in 
faith, service, and family. 

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact: 
Jackie Semaan 
(205) 369-3448

To donate flowers for the 
altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
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