ST. EL1AS MARONITE CHURCH

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205
. (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org

Follow us on Social Media: @

4

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org
Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org
Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

AUGUST 17, 2025 | THE 11t SUNDAY OF THE GLORIOUS PENTECOST

“So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones and

members of the household of God.” Eph 2: 19
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Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day
The 9-Day Memorial for Georges and Liliane Thoume requested
Sat. 8/16 . .
by the Garnem Family & for the repose of Renee Boackle Ritchey St. Roch
5:00 PM .
requested by Jim & Jeanette Bakey

Sun 8/17 For the repose of Paul Butrus

8:00 AM requested by the Butrus Family The 11t" Sunday of the
Sun 8/17 The 40-Day Memorial of Spencer Nolan Harris requested by the Glorious Pentecqst

Family & also for the repose of John & Annette Sherman & St. Myron of Cyzicus
10:30 AM .
on the Anniversary of death

Mon 8/18 For the repose of Bernadine Chiarella . .
10:00 AM requested by Leo & Jacque Shaia Letter of King Abgar to Christ
Tues 8/19 For blessings upon the twin brothers Gerry & Jimmy Kimes on the

10:00 AM occasion of their 80t birthday requested by Maggie Boohaker St. Luke of Baalbek
Wed 8/20 . .

10:00 AM For the suffering souls in purgatory St. Bernard
Thurs 8/21 For the repose of Patrick Rookis on the anniversary of his death

10:00 AM requested by Selema Rookis The Prophet Samuel

Fri 8/22 For the repose of Alfred Bahakel St. Symphorian
10:00 AM requested by Izas and Renee Bahakel & Family - oYmp

Sat. 8/23 For the repose of John Michael on the anniversary of his death St. Isaac of Nineveh

5:00 PM requested by Samia Michael & Family '

Sun 8/24 For the repose of Lucrecia DuBois & Karen Stephens

8:00 AM requested by the DuBois & Stephens Families The 12" Sunday of the
Sun 8/24 The 40-Day Memorial for Waddad Aboujaoude Maroun requested Glorious Pentecost
10:30 AM by the Semaan Family and also for the repose of Raymond & St. Eutyches of Sebastia

Garnem requested by Sonia Garnem
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Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

SUNDAY READINGS
Ez18: 1, 21-23, 27-28; Eph 2: 17-22; Lk 19: 1-10

CONTRIBUTIONS — August 10, 2025
General Fund: $ 6,197.59
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
You can schedule it once and you are done.

Liturgy Lector Altar Servers

Anthony Mezrano
Michael Mezrano
Raymond Josof

Phillip

5:00 PM Wehby

Emma Whitt
Addison Whitt
Elias Marinelli

Beverly
Kimes

gPrayet Requests

Jeff Bishop, Martha Holcomb, Naomi Kassouf,
Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr.,

Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone,
David Tanory, Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby
Call the church office or email
info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Mary Joseph
Mark Bouakar
Elias Bouakar

John
Parker

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

Ladies Altar Society
* Bingo Luncheon Cooking Sessions
Sat. Aug. 16 — 9:00 AM — Cabbage Rolls
Sat. Aug. 23 — 9:00 AM — Kaak

MCF

* Classes Begin

Sug. Aug. 24 — 9:00 AM
* Parental Meeting

Sun. Aug, 24 — 9:00 AM

The altar flowers for this week were
generously donated by the Campbell & Derecki
Families in thanksgiving for the Crowning of
Claire Campbell & Jake Derecki
on Saturday, April 16, 2025

Remain Vigilant Against
Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of scammers. They are
relentless in attempting to take advantage of good
people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so
know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or gift
cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of the address or phone number
being used. Abouna will only use his official email
address: pastor@stelias.org. Not any other.

Church & Office
Closed for Labor Day

The St. Elias office will be closed on Sept. 1, 2025,
and there will be no liturgy that morning;

Congratulations to
Our New MYA Officers

Elections for new MYA officers were held this
past Sunday at the Rectory. Here are the results:

Elissa Harika, President
Evan Collins, Vice President
Rietta Parker, Secretary
Petra Harika, Treasurer
Maurice Semaan, Events Coordinator
John Parker, Spiritual Coordinator
Maria Harika, Social Media Coordinator
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With great joy, we are pleased to announce the
crowning of a new domestic church
by the nuptial union of

Lhina Dlathe Lively s
who were married last Saturday, August 9, 2025.

May their marriage be blessed and fruitful
all the days of their lives.

ORDINATION RECEPTION FOR
FR. JOHN PAUL KIMES

The ordination of Fr. John Paul Kimes will be at the 10:30 AM liturgy on
Sunday, September 7th, where he will be elevated to a Periodeut with the title of
“Monsignor.”

Immediately following the liturgy, there will be a reception in the Church Hall
with a seated banquet steak meal. Due to the large expected attendance,
reservations will be required along with a $10 donation to St. Elias for any guest
who wishes to attend. Click on the link below to register for the reception.
Attendance will be limited to the first 250 who register.

Ordination Reception Reservation Link

As we prepare to honor Monsignor-elect Kimes, we ask for your continued

prayers for him and for his family.

Please join other Parishioners of St. Elias for Changes to the

_ Guadalupe Catholic Radio Weekly Liturgical Schedule
Fishers of Men Banquet and Fundraiser

Beginning Tuesday, September 2, 2025,
all Tuesday and Thursday liturgies will be
celebrated at 5:00 PM instead of 10:00 AM.

Liturgies on Mondays, Wednesdays,
Tickets are $150.00 and Fridays will remain at 10:00 AM.

Thursday, August 21 2025
from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM
The Harbert Center Downtown

If interested, please contact Please contact the church office if you would like to
Subdeacon Danny Bostany, Maron Boohaker, schedule or reschedule a liturgy.
or Marty Matulia (832)-971-9240 info@stelias.org / (205)-251-5057
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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes

The pastoral council met with Abouna Elias on Monday, August 11, with Philip Wehby, Norman Bolus,
Jimmy Mezrano, Andrea Boohaker, Gina Henley, and Harrison Adams in attendance.

Here are the main points that were discussed during the meeting.

1. The charity committee gave a proposal to adopt the Healthcare Center of Buck Creek, for low-income
individuals for a year and to center all of the committee's efforts around it.

2. A grant request is currently being planned and drafted for the Zyne Foundation to help fund various
parish repairs & upgrades.

3. Last month's meeting minutes and financials were reviewed with no issues.

4. Preparations are ongoing for the upcoming ordination. Bishop Elias Zaidan is expected to arrive on
Sept. 6

5. Status was given for a planned deep-cleaning of the church kitchen in October including the moving
out of all equipment prior to the deep-clean.

6. The columbarium repairs have been completed, and final inspections are underway.
7. Renovations to the rental properties have begun; roofs have been replaced on several of the homes.

8. The window restoration project is proceeding well: donations have exceeded $40,000, with another
$20,000 promised, covering the cost of 13 out of 19 windows. Less than $24,000 remains to be
raised.

9. Quotes for landscaping maintenance, front church step repair, and backyard gravel installation were
given.

10. Plans are now underway for the next parish-wide meeting, which will include council elections;
Beverly Kimes & Harrison Adams will co-chair the election committee.

Should any parishioners have any questions, suggestions, or topics they would like the Parish Council to
discuss, they may contact Abe Boackle or Fr. Elias.

Second Collection
For Humanitarian Aid to Gaza, the Holy Land, Lebanon, & Syria

In light of the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the surrounding regions, the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has reached out to request our support in providing much-needed aid. This appeal covers
the affected areas of Gaza, the Holy Land, Lebanon, and Syria.

If you would like to give online, you may use the St. Elias online giving portal

Click Here
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Maronite Christian Formation (MCF) Classes Resume August 24t

The Maronite Christian Formation Class Teachers would like to welcome back all our children to the 2025-2026 school year. The
first class for our Maronite Christian Formation Program will be Sunday, August 24®. Listed below are the names and grades of
all our children, grades 3K — 12, as we know them. Please let Beverly Kimes (205)-837-2558 know if you have any additions or

corrections. We hope to see all of them at our weekly classes and special activities during the year. Classes will meet every Sunday

at 9:20 a.m.

Special Note: Children who enroll in our 4-5-year Kindergarten class must be 4/5 on or before September 1, 2025 and
children who enroll in our 3 year old class must be 3 on or before September 1, 2025. Students who celebrate their 3¢
birthday after September 1% are not eligible for classes until August 2026.

3-Year Olds
Cynthia Bolus
Emilia Bolus
Olivia Carter
Finley Crumpton
Abigail Ghossein
Brice Reed
Pryor Sanburn
Nathan Tobia

4-Year Olds

Paige Adams

Sadie Beth Boohaker
Hannah Grace Davis
Joseph Everett Ghossein
Sophia Anne Joseph
Michael Plott, IlI
Thomas Resha

Mills Ryan Slovensky
Elliott Watkins

5-Year Olds

Toula Adams
Marcelle Boohaker
Eleanor Collier
Alden Crumpton
John Hanes

Adrey Lynn Lawrence
Caitlyn McFarland
Luke McKenzie
Blakely Sarris

Jacob Stephens
Lena Michelle Tobia
Jude Upchurch

GRADE 1

Alfred Hikel Boohaker
Paul Bou Akar

Rita Bou Akar

Mark Bassil

Olivia Charles

James McKenzie
Joseph Mezrano

John Domit Slovensky
Rob Stephens

Helen Willette

GRADE 2
Frank Flemming

GRADE 3

Noura Adams

Ella Al Bachawati
Charlie Ann Bruser
Joanna Dean
James Ellis

Luke Ishee
Madeleine Joseph
Benjamin Josof
Luna Mae Wehby

GRADE 4

Mark Bou Akar
Mimi Flemming
Mary Joseph
Desmond Josof
Raymond Josof, IV
Grace McKenzie
Jessica Mezrano
Gloria Slovensky
JoJo Whitt

GRADE 5
Ramona Adams
Peter Bassil

Luke Taylor Bruser
George Davis
Norah Rose Dean
Joey Kassouf
Lena Kassouf
Sharbel Maalouf
Elizabeth Sarris
Scarlett Sarris
Hudson Slovensky
Ariana Tombrello
Armani Tombrello
Addison Whitt
Owen Willette

GRADE 6

Anna Maria Al Bachawati
Caleb Baucom

Nicholas Boackle

GRADE 6 (Cont.)
Cecilia Charles
Maria Chbeir

Melia Olive Hanes
Penelope Josof

Javi LaRota

Mia Maria Maalouf
Steven Mezrano, Jr.
Luke Edward Pierce
Lily Resha

Nevaeh Tombrello
Aliyah Toner

GRADE 7

Elias Bou Akar
Bobby Dean
Samatha Duffy
Betsy Flemming
Brody Ishee
Mitchell Lawrence
Joseph Shunnara
Lucy Shunnara
Rosie Shunnara
Emma Whitt

GRADE 8
Alexandra Akl
Brooklyn Brasher
Drew Charles
Charles Chbeir
Alexa DeSantis
James Kassouf
Anthony Latham
Anthony Mezrano
Anthony Tombrello
Taje Travis

GRADE 9 (Cont.)
Emily Baucom
Leanne Boackle
Kate Butrus

Helen Marie Cope
Ethan Duffy

Mary Alice Dunn
Sharbel Harika
Mary Claire Kassouf

GRADE 9 (Cont.)
Sophia Marinelli
Eva Ritchey
Miriam Smaha
Kaileigh Whitt

GRADE 10
Stella Brasher
Ferris Habeishi
Ava Ishee
Patrick Shirah

GRADE 11

Austin Akl

Nicholas Akl Chbeir
Avereigh Easterling
Julie Mezrano

Alex Al-Bachawati
Jonathan Dabney
Eli Dunn

Cooper Easterling
William Ellis
Angelina Harika
John Maalouf
James Ripple, IV
Cole Self

Carley Shirah
Abigail Smith
Stephen Thornton
Ryder Travis
Adrian Wehby

GRADE 12
Sarah Boackle
Julia Butrus

Farid Habeishi
Elias Marinelli
Kennedy Watkins
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
St. Shmooni and Her Seven The Translation of the Relics of
Sons St. Stephen
First Friday Adoration
10 AM-4 PM
3 The Prophet David 4 St. John Vianney 5 The Prophet Moses 6 The Transfiguration of the 7 St. Doumit 8 St. Dominic & Pope St. Sixtus I 9 St. Matthias
Lord
No 10 AM liturgy
Ladies' Altar Society
SEMA Social Night Liturgy & New Member Community Food Bank
Begins at 5 PM Dinner beginning at 4:30 PM Volunteering 1-3 PM
St. Lawrence St. Clare of Assisi St. Shaina St. Hippolytus of Rome The Prophet Micah The Assumption of the Virgin St. Roch
10 TI 12 13 & BI. Michel McGivney 14 ]5 16
Blessing of Backpacks 8 AM No 10 AM liturgy The Assumption of the Virgin Bingo Luncheon Cooking
o 3 Holy Day of Obligation q
Choir Rehearsal 9 AM Vigil for the Assumption e Session - Cabbage Rolls
= = Holy Day of Obligation 9AM
MYA Social Gathering 6PM
at the Rectory
Begins at 12:00 PM Potluck Dinner - 7 PM
St. Myron of Cyzicus The Letter of King Abgar to St. Luke of Baalbek St. Bernard The Prophet Samuel St. Symphorian St. Isaac of Nineveh
17 g e 19 20 21 22 23
Bingo Luncheon Cooking
Session - Kaak
9 AM
24 St. Eutyches of Sebastia St. Titus, One of the 72 26 Pope St. Zephyrinus 27 St. Biyameen, the Hermit 28 St. Moses the Ethiopian The Beheading of St. John the 30 Bl. Estephan Ne'mee
Disciples & St. Augustine Baptist
Abouna Elias - Out of Town
Latin Rite Liturgy - 5 PM
3] St-Zakhia, st Aegidius, READINGS OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL
& St. Abda
. Mass Schedule 3-Aug Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-10a 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 Luke 4: 14-21
Abouna Elias - Out of Town L - T
Saturday Vlgll -5:00 PM 10-Aug 2 Kings 1: 2-8 1 Corinthians 12: 1-1 Matthew 12: 22-32
Sunday - 8:00 AM 17-Aug Ezekiel 18: 1, 21-23, 27-28 Ephesians 2:17-22 Luke 19: 1-10
Latin Rite Liturgies Sunday - 10:30 AM 24-Aug Ruth 1:15-19a Ephesians 3;1-13 Matthew 15: 21-28
8 AM & 10:30 AM Monday [hrough Friday -10:00 AM 31-Aug Sirach 3: 17-18, 20, 28-29 Hebrew 12: 18-19, 22-24a Luke 14: 1, 7-14

Charity Committee Volunteering & Donations

* Onthe 2" Friday of each month, volunteer at
the Community Foodbank of Central Alabama

day.

* Phone: 205-612-2234

* Next date: Sept. 12, 2025, 1-3 PM
* Future dates: Oct. 10, Nov. 14, Dec. 12
* Asign-up link can be found here

* The day begins with the divine liturgy at 10 AM
followed by lunch.

* Let Diane Wehby know if you plan to join that

e E-mail: diane.wehby@gmail.com
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The Saint Elias Ladies' Altar Society presents

Annual Bingo Lunchecn

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE ORPHANS IN LEBANON

Wednesday, September 17th
St. Elias Church Hall ¢ Tlam - 2pm

“Doors open at 10am

Lunch | Bingo | Money Tree | Teacup Raffle | Special Bid ltem

Grab ticket forms in the vestibule or go to
our website to fill them out online at
stelias.org/bingo-luncheon

Read more about the Bingo Luncheon below
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ST, EL1AS MARONITE CHURCH

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205
€ (205) 251-5057 @) www.stelias.org

August 13, 2025
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Elias,

It's that time of year again, and the St. Elias Ladies' Altar Society is so excited to invite you to our annual Bingo
Luncheon on Wednesday, September 17, 2025. Come have some fun with us from 11 AM to 2 PM (doors
open at 10 AM). We'll have all the usual favorites: a delicious Lebanese lunch, bingo, our Money Tree and
Teacup raffles, and a special online bidding item. We'll start bingo at 11am and serve lunch at 12pm.

This event is very special as all the money we raise goes to help the orphans in Lebanon. It's a cause that means
so much to us, and we'd love for you to be a part of it!

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT:

e ENJOY A LEBANESE LUNCH AND PLAY SOME BINGO!

o For $20 enjoy a Lebanese lunch that includes baked kibbeh, cabbage rolls, salad, pita bread and
Kaak (Lebanese cookies), ONE Bingo card (extra cards available), AND a ticket for a chance
to win a door prize!

o Complete the BINGO FORM ONLINE and turn in your payment to the church office OR use
our ONLINE LUNCH TICKET FORM and PAY ONLINE.

*Lunch Tickets will be available for purchase at the door.
*All Pre-Sale Lunch tickets will be at the door.

e MONEY TREE RAFFLE - $5 FOR ONE (1) BOOK OF CHANCES (I BOOK =5 CHANCES)
o Buy your tickets online through the CHURCH DONATION PAGE, look for “Money Tree”.
o We will make sure your tickets get dropped in the bucket.

e TEACUP RAFFLE - $5 FOR FIVE (5) CHANCES TO WIN PRIZES VALUED AT $100!
o Print a copy of the Teacup Raffle Form online and submit your payment OR
o Complete our ONLINE TEACUP RAFFLE FORM

e SPECIAL BID ITEM ON FACEBOOK. Samia Michael is generously making a Lebanese meal
for 10 people, and you can bid on it! The meal includes kabobs, chicken and rice, tabouli,
hummus, pita bread, and baked kibbeh. We'll start the bidding on our Facebook page
(@steliasbhamal) two weeks before the event, and we'll announce the winner after Bingo.

e DELIVERY FOR 10 OR MORE. Contact Omra Kassouf, (205) 837-5566 no later than 12pm on
Tuesday, September 16™. *Deliveries must be within a 20-mile radius.

Please visit our website, www.stelias.org and look for BINGO LUNCHEON for more information. You
can also email our church office manager, Frederick Pollman, info@stelias.org, or call (205) 251- 5057.

Thank you kindly for all past and future support — it means so much to all of us. We are truly grateful.

Blessings,

Rev. Elias Yazbeck Sonia Garnem Kimberly Stephens
Pastor President, Ladies’ Altar Society Teacup Chairperson
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Protecting the Past, Preserving the Future:

Contribute to Our Stained Glass Window
Protection Fund

St. Elias
Prophet and Patron of this Church
St. Elias, is clothed as a prophet of Mt. Carmel
with scroll, fiery sword and mantle. The Mount
Carmel shield at the top of the window is in-
scribed in Latin “Zelo Zelatus sum pro Domino
Deo exercituum” meaning "I have been most
zealous for the Lord, the God of Hosts” ( I Kings,
19:14). The scroll held close to his heart
represents his loyalty to God. The sword of fire
symbolizes the fire of God that came upon his
altar in response to prayer and fiery chariot. The
sword is the symbol of zeal that he fought for the
lord. The cloak and belt are signs of a prophet.

Our beautiful stained glass windows are
more than just art; they are cherished
symbols of our faith, history, and community.

These historical pieces of art have endured
years of sunlight and exposure to the elements.
In order to preserve their vibrant beauty for
generations to come, we must make some
updates.

Scope of the Project includes:

Replacing the exterior covers with a
stronger, more resilient material that will

better provide physical protection and U/V
filtering.

e Resealing the windows to reinforce the
barrier to any moisture.

The estimated cost to restore one window Is
$5,000.

contribute to the preservation of a specific
piece of our church's history and beauty.

*There are 22 stained glass windows in the church.
To view each window, please click here.

If you or your family would like to commit to restoring a
stained-glass window, please complete this form.
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Interested in SEMA
St. Elias Maronite

having your ad Adults
in the bulletin? A social and spiritual group

for adults 35 and older who
Contact are seeking to build lifelong

. friendships founded in . .
Frederick Pollman faith, service, and family. (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action

For more Sign-Up Link To afonateffomrsfor the For St. Elias and the
information For questions contact: altar, contact Community.
Jackie Semaan LaVonne Williamson

info@stelias.org (205) 369-3448 205-936-9569 Contact: Maron Boohaker

mijboohakermph@gmail.com

|
e NEW ERA The strongest people

PLUMBING SUPPLY C PLUNBING
SNCE1968 ¢ make time to help others,

Joseph Stephens &

Carlo H. Joseph Michael Stephens, Owners even WhCIl they,r e

Executive Vice President Plumbing and Gas

206.365.4796 205-208-0100 struggling with their own
WAV WsLpplycom personal problems.

V & W Supply Co., Inc. V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21% Avenue 1271 Old Hwy. 11
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-758-8621 PH: 205-655-0001
FAX: 205-758-4472 FAX: 205-661-9629

V & W Supply Co., Inc. V & W Supply, Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr. 3320 214 Ave. So.
Pelham, AL 35124 Birmingham, AL 35222
PH: 205-663-1336 PH: 205-324-9521
FAX: 205-664-9555 FAX: 205-324-2943

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

Central Air Solutions LLC We are a group of young adults
AL# 21138 + + between the ages ol 18 and 35
+|+

looking to deepen our faith,
grow our friendship and serve
For more our community.

information =
m We would love to have you join us on
contact: the journey

Michael Harrison

Social: @saintelias.mya

Deacon Paul Bolus

T'o be added to the Whatsapp community,

please contact Maurice Semaan at (203)200



mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform

