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Follow us on Social Media: @
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o Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org
@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205 Frederick J. Poltman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org

€, (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

AUGUST 10, 2025 | THE 10t SUNDAY OF THE GLORIOUS PENTECOST

s a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, thongh many, are one body,
s0 also Christ.” 1 Cor 12: 12
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Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day
Sat. 8/9 For the repose of Alfred Bahakel on the anniversary of his death St. Matthias
5:00 PM requested by Izas & Renee Bahakel & Family '
Sun 8/10 For the repose of Renee Boackle Ritchey )
8:00 AM requested by Norman & Lisa Bolus The 10* Sunday of the
Glorious Pentecost
Sun 8/10 For the health of Anita Pilato in her final days & St. Lawrence
10:30 AM requested by Dee Campbell
Mon 8/11 For the repose of Jane Schmalz .
.Cl fA
10:00 AM requested by Leo & Jacque Shaia St. Clare of Assisi
Tues 8/12 For the health of Jonny Zogbi St. Shaina
10:00 AM requested by Deacon Paul & Theresa Bolus '
Wed 8/13 . . St. Hippolytus of Rome
10:00 PM For the suffering souls in purgatory BI. Michael McGivney
Thurs 8/14 Vigil liturgy for the Assumption of Our Lady .
6:00 PM for the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners U AT
Fri 8/15 For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners The Assumption of Our Lad
10:00 AM FEHasp P ¥
Sat. 8/16 The 9-Day Memorial for Georges and Liliane Thoume requested
’ by the Garnem Family & for the repose of Renee Boackle Ritchey St. Roch
5:00 PM .
requested by Jim & Jeanette Bakey
Sun 8/17 For the repose of Paul Butrus
8:00 AM requested by the Butrus Family The 11t" Sunday of the
Sun 8/17 The 40-Day Memorial of Spencer Nolan Harris requested by the Glorious Pentecqst
family & also for the repose of John & Annette Sherman & St. Myron of Cyzicus
10:30 AM .
on the Anniversary of death



https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
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Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

SUNDAY READINGS

2 Kgs 1: 2-8; 1 Cor 12: 1-11; Mt 12: 22-32

CONTRIBUTIONS — August 3, 2025
General Fund: $ 5,059.39
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
You can schedule it once and you are done.

Altar Servers

Liturgy Lector

Mona Adams
Hudson Slovensky
Gloria Slovensky

Steven

5:00 PM Mezrano

Robert Dean
JoJo Whitt
Kaileigh Whitt

Gary
Boackle

Peayet Requests

Jeff Bishop, Martha Holcomb, Naomi Kassouf,
Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr.,

Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone,
David Tanory, Elette Tanory, Adam Wehby
Call the church office or email
info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Dominic Brun
Angelo Bruno
Nicholas Boackle

Christian
Wehby

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

Choir
* Rehearsal — Aug. 10 at 9:00 AM

MYA
* Rectory Social — Aug. 10 beginning at
12:00 PM — Meet at the church rectory

Ladies Altar Society
* Bingo Luncheon Cooking Sessions —
Sat. Aug. 16 — 9:00 AM — Cabbage Rolls
Sat. Aug. 23 — 9:00 AM — Kaak

BINGO LUNCHEON

Mark your calendars for this year’s bingo luncheon on

Wednesday, Sept. 17, beginning at 12:00 PM

More details to come in the following weeks

The altar flowers for this week were
generously donated by Greg & Lynda Lively
in thanksgiving for the Crowning of
Anna Blake Lively & Zachary Andrews
on Saturday, April 9, 2025

Remain Vigilant Against
Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of scammers. They are
relentless in attempting to take advantage of good
people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so
know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or gift

cards from anyone via text message or email.

Be especially aware of the address or phone number
being used. Abouna will only use his official email
address: pastor(@stelias.org. Not any other.

Blessing of the
Backpacks

Bring your school
backpack to 8am Liturgy /’ |
on August 10" for a “
blessing from Abouna
Elias for the upcoming
school year.
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The Assumption of the Virgin

The Assumption (Dormition) of the Virgin, which recalls the day our Lady
entered body and soul into heaven, is on Friday, Aug. 15, 2025. It is a holy day
of obligation, and a vigil liturgy will be offered on Thursday at 6:00 PM. Each
liturgy will conclude with the Benediction (Zéyyah) of the icon of Mary.

Tradition tells us that at the end of Our Lady’s earthly life, the Twelve
Apostles each received a vision summoning them from their missionary work
around the world to gather around the Virgin Mary’s side. In Maronite
tradition, as she was passing from this earthly life, each Apostle spoke a
prayer. These prayers were later compiled into a special Anaphora called 3t

Peter or Sharar, which was traditionally prayed on very solemn occasions,
most notably, an adapted version on Great Friday. A short fast was
traditionally observed in the days prior to the Assumption due to the
significance of this important feast.

This year, following the 6:00 PM vigil liturgy, we will gather for a potluck
dinner. We hope you will attend.

Changes to the Church & Office

Weekly Liturgical Schedule Closed for Labor Day
Beginning Tuesday, September 2, 2025,

all Tuesday and Thursday liturgies will be

celebrated at 5:00 PM instead of 10:00 AM.

Liturgies on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays will remain at 10:00 AM.

The St. Elias office will be closed on Sept. 1, 2025.
and there will be no liturgy that morning,

Recalling a priest and martyr to his duty
Please contact the church office if you would Fr. James E. Coyle Memorial Mass
like to schedule or reschedule a liturgy.

info@stelias.org / (205)-251-5057 Monday, August 11, 2025
Mass at 10:00 AM followed by a reception and

reflections on Fr. Coyle’s life.

Fr. Coyle played a small but important role in the

Please join other Parishioners of St. Elias for founding of St. Elias. He was chaplain to the Eastern
Guadalupe Catholic Radio Catholics of Birmingham while serving as the pastor
Fishers of Men Banquet and Fundraiser of St. Paul’s in the 1900s and invited both Maronite &
Melkite priests to give missions at his parish. In 1907,

Thursday, August 21 2025 he ultimately petitioned the archbishop of Mobile to

from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM send a Maronite priest to Birmingham to serve the

The Harbert Center Downtown growing Maronite population.

Tickets are $150.00 Tragically in 1921, he agreed to convert a well-known
Protestant minister’s daughter to the Catholic faith and
then to marry her to a Puerto Rican man. Two hours
after the wedding, the enraged preacher shot and killed
Fr. Coyle while he sat on his porch praying Vespers.

If interested, please contact
Subdeacon Danny Bostany, Maron Boohaker,
or Marty Matulia (832)-971-9240
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PASTOR’S CORNER

The Feast of the Transfiguration

Dear Parishioners,

On August 6, the Church celebrated the Feast of the
Transfiguration. This moment on Mount Tabor is one
of the most beautiful scenes in the Gospels. Jesus
takes Peter, James, and John away from the crowds
and shows them a glimpse of His divine glory. His
face shines like the sun, His clothes become dazzling
white, and the voice of the Father is heard: “This is
my beloved Son; listen to Him.”

In our Catholic faith, we believe that Jesus is one
Person with two natures, fully God and fully man.
This truth was officially taught by the Church at the
Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD. His divine nature is
what saves us, and His human nature makes God’s
love and power close to our weak humanity. We need
both for our salvation.

This feast is not only about Jesus long ago, it is also about our own journey of faith. We all have “Mount
Tabor” moments: times of prayer, peace, or joy when we feel very close to God. Like Peter, we may want to
stay there forever. But these moments are meant to give us the strength to face the challenges and duties of
daily life.

Life brings both joy and struggle. There are days of peace, but also days of pain and disappointment. The
Transfiguration is Jesus’ promise that our struggles will not last forever. It gives us a taste of the glory that is
waiting for all who love Him, a glory we will share, not by becoming God ourselves, but by sharing in God’s
own divine life for all eternity. This hope gives meaning to every cross we carry.

Wherever you are today, whether on a mountaintop or in a valley, God meets you there. He can lift you
above your worries, your obstacles, and your failures. The road may be hard, but the destination is sure. Trust
the Lord who walks with you, because the light of Tabor is not only a past event, it is a promise that one day
you will shine with Him forever.

Father Elias Yagbeck

Pastor




Maronite Christian Formation (MCF) Classes Resume August 24t

The Maronite Christian Formation Class Teachers would like to welcome back all our children to the 2025-2026 school year. The
first class for our Maronite Christian Formation Program will be Sunday, August 24®. Listed below are the names and grades of
all our children, grades 3K — 12, as we know them. Please let Beverly Kimes (205)-837-2558 know if you have any additions or

corrections. We hope to see all of them at our weekly classes and special activities during the year. Classes will meet every Sunday

at 9:20 a.m.

Special Note: Children who enroll in our 4-5-year Kindergarten class must be 4/5 on or before September 1, 2025 and
children who enroll in our 3 year old class must be 3 on or before September 1, 2025. Students who celebrate their 3¢
birthday after September 1% are not eligible for classes until August 2026.

CLASS LISTS:

3-Year Olds
Cynthia Bolus
Emilia Bolus
Steven Boohaker
Olivia Carter
Finley Crumpton
Abigail Ghossein
Brice Reed

Pryor Sanburn
Nathan Tobia

4-Year Olds

Paige Adams

Sadie Beth Boohaker
Hannah Grace Davis
Joseph Everett Ghossein
Sophia Anne Joseph
Michael Plott, IlI
Thomas Resha

Mills Ryan Slovensky
Elliott Watkins

5-Year Olds

Toula Adams
Eleanor Collier
Alden Crumpton
John Hanes

Adrey Lynn Lawrence
Caitlyn McFarland
Luke McKenzie
Blakely Sarris

Jacob Stephens
Lena Michelle Tobia
Jude Upchurch

GRADE 1

Alfred Hikel Boohaker
Paul Bou Akar

Rita Bou Akar

Mark Bassil

Olivia Charles

James McKenzie
Joseph Mezrano
Amelia Sarris

GRADE 1 (Cont.)

John Domit Slovensky

Rob Stephens
Helen Willette

GRADE 2
Frank Flemming

GRADE 3

Noura Adams

Ella Al Bachawati
Charlie Ann Bruser
Joanna Dean
James Ellis

Luke Ishee
Madeleine Joseph
Benjamin Josof
Luna Mae Wehby

GRADE 4

Mark Bou Akar
Mimi Flemming
Mary Joseph
Desmond Josof
Grace McKenzie
Jessica Mezrano
Gloria Slovensky
JoJo Whitt

GRADE 5
Ramona Adams
Peter Bassil

Luke Taylor Bruser
George Davis
Nora Rose Dean
Raymond Josof, IV
Joey Kassouf

Lena Kassouf
Sharbel Maalouf
Elizabeth Sarris
Scarlett Sarris
Hudson Slovensky
Ariana Tombrello
Armani Tombrello
Addison Whitt
Owen Willette

GRADE 6

Anna Maria Al Bachawati
Caleb Baucom
Nicholas Boackle
Cecilia Charles
Maria Chbeir

Melia Olive Hanes
Penelope Josof

Javi LaRota

Mia Maria Maalouf
Steven Mezrano, Jr.
Luke Edward Pierce
Lily Resha

Nevaeh Tombrello
Aliyah Toner

GRADE 7

Elias Bou Akar
Bobby Dean
Samatha Duffy
Betsy Flemming
Brody Ishee
Mitchell Lawrence
Joseph Shunnara
Lucy Shunnara
Rosie Shunnara
Emma Whitt

GRADE 8
Alexandra Akl
Brooklyn Brasher
Drew Charles
Charles Chbeir
Alexa DeSantis
James Kassouf
Anthony Latham
Anthony Mezrano
Anthony Tombrello
Taje Travis

GRADE 9 (Cont.)
Emily Baucom
Leanne Boackle
Kate Butrus

Helen Marie Cope
Ethan Duffy

GRADE 9 (Cont.)
Mary Alice Dunn
Sharbel Harika
Mary Claire Kassouf
Sophia Marinelli
Eva Ritchey

Miriam Smaha
Kaileigh Whitt

GRADE 10
Stella Brasher
Ferris Habeishi
Ava Ishee
Patrick Shirah

GRADE 11

Austin Akl

Nicholas Akl Chbeir
Avereigh Easterling
Julie Mezrano

Alex Al-Bachawati
Jonathan Dabney
Eli Dunn

Cooper Easterling
William Ellis
Angelina Harika
John Maalouf
James Ripple, IV
Cole Self

Carley Shirah
Abigail Smith
Stephen Thornton
Ryder Travis
Adrian Wehby

GRADE 12
Sarah Boackle
Julia Butrus

Farid Habeishi
Elias Marinelli
Kennedy Watkins



RECEPTION FOR FR. JOHN PAUL KIMES

The ordination of Fr. John Paul Kimes will be at the 10:30 AM liturgy on Sunday,
September 7th, where he will be elevated to a Periodeut with the title of “Monsignor.”
Immediately following the liturgy, there will be a reception in the Church Hall with a
seated banquet steak meal. Reservations will be required along with a donation of $10 to
the Church. Registration will have to be cut off after 250 guests have committed. Please
look for more details soon on how to register.

As we prepare to honor Monsignor-elect Kimes, we ask for your continued prayers for
him and for his family.

Kooy
The Order of Periodeut

The Syriac Tradition, to which the Maronite Church belongs, has nine “orders of priesthood," or ordination that
begin with cantor. Just as there are nine orders of angels that serve God in heaven, nine orders of clergy serve Him
on earth. Each order serves God according to its specific role. The order above presbyter is periodeut, which
comes from a Greek word meaning a traveler or visitor. During an ordination of any rank, the bishop entrusts the
specific role and instruments to the newly ordained that explain and instruct him in his new order.

To the periodent, the bishop entrusts three objects: the Gospel, the chrism and the cross. When the periodeut
receives the Gospel, he proclaims Matthew 10:5-10 - when Jesus sends out His Twelve Apostles to do His work in
the world. The bishop is only one man; he selects exemplary priests, just as Jesus selected His Twelve, to travel
and visit his flock. The periodeut then uses the myron (chrism) and the cross to make three signs of the cross on
the baptismal font; the baptismal font is the place Christian life in God begins in the mystery of baptism, and is
dedicated with a special consecration using the holy chrism. When the bishop was historically unable to do it, he
sent a periodeut.

At the end, the bishop also hands the periodeut a crozier, the staff the bishop normally carries. This signifies
governing authority. Just like Moses led the Hebrews out of Egypt with a staff and kept them from harm, the
crozier is a sign that the periodent has been entrusted authority, not for his own sake, but for the service of God
and His people.

From the Ordination Ritual:

O Lord of Prophets and Apostles, we implore You and ask Your mercy, through their prayers and petitions, to
grant Your servant, John Paul, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. May he be elevated from the Order of Presbyters
to the Order of Periodeuts. May he be Your faithful steward, and offer Your divine mysteries without blemish. May

he serve Your holy altar without blame. May he guide Your Church and the priests under his care without fault.
May he welcome strangers, visit the sick, support widows, and stretch out his right hand to all who ask him like
Jjust Abraham and righteous Job. May he not shut the door before anyone. May he construct altars and baptismal
fonts, and rightly lead his flock. May he administer Your household well all the days of his life, O Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
St. Shmooni and Her Seven The Translation of the Relics of
Sons St. Stephen
First Friday Adoration
10 AM-4 PM
3 The Prophet David 4 St. John Vianney 5 The Prophet Moses 6 The Transfiguration of the 7 St. Doumit 8 St. Dominic & Pope St. Sixtus I 9 St. Matthias

SEMA Social Night
Begins at 5 PM

Lord

No 10 AM liturgy

Ladies' Altar Society
Liturgy & New Member
Dinner beginning at 4:30 PM

Community Food Bank
Volunteering 1-3 PM

10 St. Lawrence

n St. Clare of Assisi

Blessing of Backpacks 8 AM
Choir Rehearsal 9 AM

MYA Social Gathering
at the Rectory
Begins at 12:00 PM

St. Shaina

12

'|3 St. Hippolytus of Rome
& BI. Michel McGivney

'IA The Prophet Micah

]5 The Assumption of the Virgin

16 St. Roch

No 10 AM liturgy

Vigil for the Assumption
Holy Day of Obligation
6 PM

Potluck Dinner - 7 PM

The Assumption of the Virgin
Holy Day of Obligation
10 AM

Bingo Luncheon Cooking
Session - Cabbage Rolls
9AM

17 St. Myron of Cyzicus

18 The Letter of King Abgar to
Christ

St. Luke of Baalbek

19

20 St. Bernard

21 The Prophet Samuel

22 St. Symphorian

23 St. Isaac of Nineveh

Bingo Luncheon Cooking
Session - Kaak
9AM

The Beheading of St. John the

St. Eutyches of Sebastia St. Titus, One of the 72 Pope St. Zephyrinus St. Biyameen, the Hermit St. Moses the Ethiopian Bl. Estephan Ne'mee
24 25 Disciples 26 27 28 & St. Augustine Baptist 30
Abouna Elias - Out of Town
Latin Rite Liturgy - 5 PM
3] St-Zakhia, st Aegidius, READINGS OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL
& St. Abda
. Mass Schedule 3-Aug Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-10a 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 Luke 4: 14-21
Abouna Elias - Out of Town L - T
Saturday Vlgll -5:00 PM 10-Aug 2 Kings 1:2-8 1 Corinthians 12: 1-1 Matthew 12: 22-32
Sunday - 8:00 AM 17-Aug Ezekiel 18: 1, 21-23, 27-28 Ephesians 2:17-22 Luke 19: 1-10
Latin Rite Liturgies Sunday - 10:30 AM 24-Aug Ruth 1:15-19a Ephesians 3;1-13 Matthew 15: 21-28
8 AM & 10:30 AM Monday [hrough Friday -10:00 AM 31-Aug Sirach 3: 17-18, 20, 28-29 Hebrew 12: 18-19, 22-24a Luke 14: 1, 7-14

Charity Committee Volunteering & Donations

Thank You to our Volunteers

Dec.

join.

12

* Many thanks to all who assisted
at the Food Bank this past Friday.

* Remember to join us next time
on September 12.

* Future dates: Oct. 10, Nov. 14,

e Click here to sign up, and let
Diane Wehby know if you plan to

* Phone: 205-612-2234 E-mail:

diane.wehby@gmail.com
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Protecting the Past, Preserving the Future:

Contribute to Our Stained Glass Window
Protection Fund

St. Elias
Prophet and Patron of this Church
St. Elias, is clothed as a prophet of Mt. Carmel
with scroll, fiery sword and mantle. The Mount
Carmel shield at the top of the window is in-
scribed in Latin “Zelo Zelatus sum pro Domino
Deo exercituum” meaning "I have been most
zealous for the Lord, the God of Hosts” ( I Kings,
19:14). The scroll held close to his heart
represents his loyalty to God. The sword of fire
symbolizes the fire of God that came upon his
altar in response to prayer and fiery chariot. The
sword is the symbol of zeal that he fought for the
lord. The cloak and belt are signs of a prophet.

Our beautiful stained glass windows are
more than just art; they are cherished
symbols of our faith, history, and community.

These historical pieces of art have endured
years of sunlight and exposure to the elements.
In order to preserve their vibrant beauty for
generations to come, we must make some
updates.

Scope of the Project includes:

Replacing the exterior covers with a
stronger, more resilient material that will

better provide physical protection and U/V
filtering.

e Resealing the windows to reinforce the
barrier to any moisture.

The estimated cost to restore one window Is
$5,000.

contribute to the preservation of a specific
piece of our church's history and beauty.

*There are 22 stained glass windows in the church.
To view each window, please click here.

If you or your family would like to commit to restoring a
stained-glass window, please complete this form.



https://stelias.org/stained-glass-windows/
https://stelias.org/stained-glass-windows/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdagAWt9-zCmZrpQU8epa_b89wx2PIhdI2_dzzmt14cnCzEKQ/viewform

Interested in SEMA
St. Elias Maronite

having your ad Adults

in the bulletin? A social and spiritual group

for adults 35 and older who
Contact are seeking to build lifelong

. friendships founded in . .
Frederick Pollman faith, service, and family. (Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action

For more Sign-Up Link To afonateffomrsfor the For St. Elias and the

[ [ C ity.
information For questions contact: altar, contact ommunity
Iealkie S LaVonne Williamson

info@stelias.org (205) 369-3448 205-936-9569 Contact: Maron Boohaker

mijboohakermph@gmail.com
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\>;,<W NEW ERA ~filled with good
PLUMBING

LIS VL é L thOllghtS, Kind people,
Joseph Scphens & and happy moments.

Carlo H. Joseph Michael Stephens, Owners
Executive Vice President Plumbing and Gas

205.365.4796 205-208-0100

WWwWWw.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc. V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21% Avenue 1271 Old Hwy. 11
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-758-8621 PH: 205-655-0001
FAX: 205-758-4472 FAX: 205-661-9629

V & W Supply Co., Inc. V & W Supply, Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr. 3320 214 Ave. So.
Pelham, AL 35124 Birmingham, AL 35222
PH: 205-663-1336 PH: 205-324-9521
FAX: 205-664-9555 FAX: 205-324-2943

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

Central Air Solutions LLC We are a group of young adults
AL# 21138 += I+ between the ages of 18 and 35
+1+ looking to deepen our faith,

grow our friendship and serve
For more our community.

information =
m We would love to have you join us on
contact: the journey

Michael Harrison

Social: @saintelias.mya

Deacon Pau' BOIUS T'o be added to the Whatsapp community

please contact Maurice Semaan at (203)200
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