
AUGUST 3, 2025 | THE 9th SUNDAY OF THE GLORIOUS PENTECOST

Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day

Sat. 8/2
5:00 PM

For God’s blessings upon the twin brothers Gerry & Jimmy Kimes 
on their 80th birthday requested by Beverly Kimes

The Translation of the Relics 
of St. Stephen

Sun 8/3
8:00 AM

For the repose of the grandparents of Alfred & Jeanne D’Arc 
Boohaker requested by the Family The 9th Sunday of the 

Glorious Pentecost
& The Prophet DavidSun 8/3

10:30 AM
The 40-Day Memorial for Renee Boackle Ritchey

requested by the Family

Mon 8/4
10:00 AM

For the repose of Ed Rubenstein
requested by Leo & Jacque Shaia

St. John Vianney

Tues 8/5
10:00 AM

For the repose of Renee Boackle Ritchey
requested by John & Jo Ann Joseph

The Prophet Moses

Wed 8/6
5:00 PM

For the living and deceased members of the Ladies Altar Society
The Transfiguration 

of the Lord

Thurs 8/7
10:00 AM

For the suffering souls in purgatory St. Doumit

Fri 8/8
10:00 AM

For the repose of Anne Renno
requested by the Kimes Family

St. Dominic
& Pope St. Sixtus II

Sat. 8/9
5:00 PM

For the repose of Alfred Bahakel on the anniversary of his death
requested by Izas & Renee Bahakel & Family

St. Matthias

Sun 8/10
8:00 AM

For the repose of Renee Boackle Ritchey
requested by Norman & Lisa Bolus The 9th Sunday of the 

Glorious Pentecost
& St. LawrenceSun 8/10

10:30 AM
For the intentions of al St. Elias parishioners

Follow us on Social Media:

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org 
Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org 
Confessions:  4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

“I will rejoice heartily in the Lord, my being exults in my God; 

 For he has clothed me with garments of  salvation, and wrapped me in a robe of  

 justice.” Is 61: 10

ܬ݂ܒܰܣܰܡ ܒܡܳܪܝܳܐ
ܶ
ܘܨ ܢܰܦܫܝ ܒܰܐܠܳܗܝ. ܡܶܬ݂ܒܰܣܳܡܽܘ ܐ ܕ݂ܽ ܠ ܕܰܐܠܒܶܫܰܢܝ ܠܒܽܘܫܳܐ ܕܦܽܘܪܩܳܢܳܐ. ܘܰܬ݁

ܽ
ܐ: ܡܶܛ

ܳ
ܕܺܝܩܽܘܬ : ܘܰܐܥܛܦܰܢܝ ܦܪܺܝܣܳܐ ܕܙܰ

ܝ/ܣܐ: ܐܫܰܥܝܳܐ

. أسر سرورا في الرب وتبتهج نفسي في إلهي لأنه البسني ثياب الخلاص وشملني برداء البر
٦١/١٠إش 

https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org


Sunday Readings

Is 42: 1-8; Rom 8: 1-11; Mt 12: 14-21

Liturgy Lector Altar Servers

5:00 PM
Norman

Bolus

Ryder Travis
Taje Travis

Aliyah Toner

8:00 AM
Lisa
Saab

Kaileigh Whitt 
Addison Whitt

JoJo Whitt

10:30 AM
John

Parker

Anthony Mezrano 
Michael Mezrano
Nicholas Boackle

CONTRIBUTIONS – July 27, 2025
General Fund: $ 6,437.30

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.  
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

 You can schedule it once and you are done.  

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Martha Holcomb, 

Naomi Kassouf, Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr., 

Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart, 

Donald Taccone, David Tanory, Adam Wehby

Call the church office or email 

info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

The Banns of Marriage
The banns of  marriage between 

Claire Campbell & Richard Derecki

of  the Parish of  St. Elias are thus published. 

If  anyone should know of  cause or just impediment 

why these persons should not be joined together in the 

Mystery of  Crowning, you are to declare it. 

This is the third time of  asking before the date of  their 

nuptial union on August 16, 2025.

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS
 

Choir

• Rehearsal – Aug. 10 at 9:00 AM

SEMA

• Social Night – Aug. 3 at 5:00 PM – Bring 

an appetizer to share, your own drinks, and 

a fun game to play if  you like. 

MYA

• Rectory Social – Aug. 10 beginning at 

12:00 PM – Meet at the church rectory

The Assumption of the Virgin
The Assumption (Dormition) of  the Virgin, 

which recalls the day our Lady entered into 

heaven, is on Friday, Aug. 15, 2025. It is a holy 

day of  obligation. 

There will be a vigil liturgy on Thursday at 6 

PM followed by a potluck dinner. We hope you 

will join us.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org


PASTOR’S CORNER

Father Elias Yazbeck
Pastor

Planting Seeds of Faith in Our Children

Dear Parishioners,  

As we prepare to begin a new year of our Maronite Christian Formation (MCF) program, I want to take a 

moment to reflect with you on its deep importance for our parish community, especially for our children and 

families.

Our Eparchy has generously provided a solid and spiritually enriching curriculum designed to form our 

children not only in the Catholic faith but in the richness of our Maronite tradition, a tradition rooted in 

Scripture, prayer, liturgy, and a lived relationship with Jesus Christ. This program is not just another class, it is 

a path of discipleship that helps our children grow in their identity as Maronite Catholics and discover the 

beauty of our spiritual heritage.

Whether your children attend Catholic, public, or private school, MCF remains essential. It connects them 

more deeply to their parish, teaches them the prayers and liturgical life unique to our rite, and gives them tools 

to build a strong spiritual foundation that will serve them for life.

But the Church cannot do this alone. Faith begins at home. What we teach on Sunday must be lived out during 

the week. Our homes are the first churches; our parents are the first catechists. That is why this year, we are 

inviting parents to take a more active role in the formation process. We will be offering monthly sessions for 

parents, along with take-home materials so you can walk this journey of faith alongside your children.

Remember: a family that prays together stays together. Our children's formation flourishes when they see their 

faith modeled at home—in the way we speak, forgive, bless meals, go to confession, and participate in the 

Divine Liturgy together.

We are truly blessed with dedicated volunteers who give of their time and talents to teach and accompany your 

children with love and devotion. We rely on your partnership, support, and participation to make this ministry 

fruitful.

Please register your children in their appropriate classes as soon as possible. Spread the word to friends and 

relatives in our community. If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please do not hesitate to reach 

out. We are here to walk with you.

Let us commit together to planting the seeds of faith in the hearts of our young ones. With God’s grace and 

your collaboration, we can nurture a generation that not only belongs to the Church but lives its faith with joy 

and conviction.



The Portiuncula Indulgence
At the beginning of  his conversion, St. Francis of  

Assisi had a vision where an icon of  Jesus came alive 

and spoke to him, instructing him to “repair My house, 

which, as you can see, is falling into ruins”. Francis 

took this to mean he should literally repair the various 

churches around Assisi that were dilapidated. 

Among those he repaired was the chapel of  St. 

Mary of  the Angels, which bore the nickname 

“Portiuncula” (little land). At the time, it was 

completely abandoned, and after he repaired it, he 

made a hut just outside and lived there for several 

months. Others soon joined him, and the Portiuncula 

became his base of  operations for what would 

eventually become the Franciscan order. 

Legend has it that in another vision years later, 

Francis was ordered by Christ to petition the pope to 

grant that any who visited the chapel be granted a 

plenary indulgence, that is, the full pardon of  all the 

temporal punishments of  sin, the first  ever of  its kind. 

Eventually, the Pope consented to the radical request 

when he truly believed it to be Christ’s will. Later popes 

eventually expanded the indulgence to other orders.

Pope Paul VI’s reforms on indulgences expanded it 

further. Today, all Catholics may receive a plenary 

indulgence on Aug. 2nd by visiting any parish, including 

St. Elias, and there reciting the Creed and Our Father 

along with the other usual requirements. 

Learn More

The 115
th
 Annual Parish Picnic Results

Summary

Food & Games Revenue $ 6,395.78

Food & Games Expenses $ 4,180.96

Net Food & Games Revenue $ 2,178.82

Overall Revenue (Including Reverse Raffle) $7,348.45

Congratulations to the 
Winners of the Reverse Raffle

1st Prize – Kimberly Stephens
2nd Prize – J. L. Shaia

3rd Prize – Joseph Habshey

Remain Vigilant Against Scammers

Parishioners, please beware of  scammers. They are 

relentless in attempting to take advantage of  good 

people’s intentions. They often impersonate clergy, so 

know that Abouna Elias will never solicit money or gift 

cards from anyone via text message or email.

Holy Baptism

& Chrismation

Campbell Ann 

“Lucy” Thornton
July 27, 2025

Congratulations to 

Fr. John Paul Kimes

We are pleased to share 

the joyful news that Fr. 

John Paul Kimes will be 

ordained a Periodeut with 

the title of  “Monsignor.” 

His ordination with the 

Imposition of  Hand will 

be celebrated by Bishop 

Elias Zaidan on Sunday, 

September 7.

Please mark your calendars and join us in offering 

prayers and congratulations to Monsignor-elect Kimes 

on this special honor in recognition of  his faithful 

service to the Church. 

Following the ordination, all will be invited to a 

reception in the church hall.

Feast of the 

Transfiguration

August 6

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/conditions-13362


Did you know:

The Ladies’ Altar Society donated the altar railing for the present 

church when it was opened in 1950. 

The younger ladies of the church formed The Junior Matrons’ 

Society in the late 1940’s who donated the main altar in 1955.

It is thanks to the Ladies’ Altar Society that we have all of the 

following: mercy meals for the families of the deceased, weekly 

flowers to decorate our altars, visitations to the sick and shut-in, a 

yearly bingo luncheon, and so much more.

All women of the parish are encouraged to consider joining the 

Ladies’ Altar Society on Wednesday, August 6, at 5:00 for Mass and 

dinner. Perhaps you will be our newest member? 

Please RSVP with Judy Zaidan (205)-447-6611

Click on Calendar to Enlarge

Charity Committee

• On the 2nd Friday of each month, 
volunteer at the Community 
Foodbank of Central Alabama

• Next date: Aug 8, 2025, 1-3 PM

• Future dates: Sept.12, Oct. 10, 
Nov. 14, Dec. 12

• A sign-up link can be found here 

• let Diane Wehby know if you plan 
to join that day.  

• Phone: 205-612-2234  

• E-mail: diane.wehby@gmail.com 

You are cordially invited to join the

Ladies’ Altar Society

https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-08.pdf
https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com


https://stelias.org/stained-glass-windows/
https://stelias.org/stained-glass-windows/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdagAWt9-zCmZrpQU8epa_b89wx2PIhdI2_dzzmt14cnCzEKQ/viewform


205-208-0100205.365.4796

Joseph Stephens & 

Michael Stephens, Owners

Plumbing and Gas

Carlo H. Joseph

Executive Vice President

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

221 Industrial Park Dr. 

Pelham, AL  35124 

PH:   205-663-1336 

FAX: 205-664-9555 

www.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

1271 Old Hwy. 11 

Trussville, AL  35235 

PH:   205-655-0001 

FAX: 205-661-9629 

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.

3320 2nd Ave. So.

Birmingham, AL  35222

PH:   205-324-9521

FAX: 205-324-2943

V & W Supply Co., Inc.

711 21st Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL  35401

PH:   205-758-8621

FAX: 205-758-4472

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer 
of our sacred liturgy 

to birth in song

For more 
information 

contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

Interested in 
having your ad 
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman

For more 
information

info@stelias.org

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action 
For St. Elias and the 

Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker 
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

SEMA

St. Elias Maronite 

Adults

A social and spiritual group 
for adults 35 and older who 
are seeking to build lifelong 

friendships founded in 
faith, service, and family. 

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact: 
Jackie Semaan 
(205) 369-3448

To donate flowers for the 
altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Always pray to have eyes 
that see the best in people, 

a heart that forgives the 
worst, a mind that forgets 

the bad, and a soul that 
never loses faith in God.

- St. Theresa 
    of Calcutta -

mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
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