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ST. EL1AS MARONITE CHURCH

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org
@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205 Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org
(& (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

JULY 20, 2025 | THE FEAST OF ST. ELIAS, THE PROPHET

At the time for offering sacrifice, Eljjah the prophet came forward and said, “L.ORD, God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that yon are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have
done all these things at your command.” 1 Kg 18:36

Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day
For the repose of Antwan Garnem requested by the Family;
Sat. 7/19 in Thanksgiving to God for His graces over the 50 years of
5_0'0 PM marriage between Joseph & Ann Wehby and for His blessings on St. Margaret of Antioch
' their family; & the 9-Day liturgy for Waddad Aboujaoude Maroun
requested by the Semaan Family
2
SSUSOZIV(I) For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners The Prophet Elias
& The 7t Sunday of the
Sm 2}/ For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners Glorious Pentecost
10:30 AM '
Mon 7/21 For the health of Adam Wehby St. Simeon Solus
10:00 AM requested by John & Jo Ann Joseph and His Friend, St. John
Tues 7/22 In thanksgwmg for the. mtercessmn’s of St..SharbeI ' St. Mary Magdalene
6:00 PM requested by the Harika family & for God’s blessing upon Samir & St. Nohra
’ Abouhaidar requested by the Family ’
Wed 7/23 In thanksgiving for the intercessions of St. Sharbel St. Sharbel
10:00 AM requested by Maggie Boohaker & Family ’
Thurs 7/24 . . .
10:00 AM For the suffering souls in purgatory St. Christina of Tyre
Fri 7/25 For the repose of Spencer Harris St. Anne, Mother of
10:00 AM requested by William Prather Our Lady the Virgin Mary
Sat. 7/26 In thanksgiving for Fr. John Paul Kimes’ 25 years
‘ of priestly ministry requested by Janice & Aliyah Toner St. Bridget of Sweden
5:00 PM .
and Elaine & Omra Kassouf
For the repose of Anis & Rose Ghossain
Sun 7/27 requested by Alfred & Jeanne D’Arc Boohaker and Family X
8:00 AM and also for the repose of Paddy Joseph The 8? Sunday of the
on the anniversary of her death requested by the Family Glorious Pentecost
; & St. Pantaleon
Sun 7/27 . . . L
10:30 AM For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners



https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

SUNDAY READINGS
1 Kgs 18: 21-39; Rom 11: 1-8; Lk 4: 22-30

CONTRIBUTIONS —July 12, 2025
General Fund: $ 9,055.15

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
Alink is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
You can schedule it once and you are done.

Liturgy Lector Altar Servers

Mitchell Lawrence,
John Anne Louise

Henley Lawrence

Raymond Josof

5:00 PM

Peter Bassil
Elias Marinelli
Robert Dean

Gary
Boackle

gayet Requests

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Naomi Kassouf,
Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr.,
Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart,
Donald Taccone, David Tanory, Adam Wehby
Call the church office or email
info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Elias Bouakar
Mark Bouakar
Ariana Tombrello

Maurice
Semaan

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

MYO

* Picnic — July 20 — Volunteer Sign-Up

Choir
* Rehearsal — Aug. 10 at 9:00 AM

SEMA
* Social Night — Aug. 3 at 5:00 PM — Bring an
appetizer to share, your own drinks, and a fun
game to play if you like.

Charity Committee

On the 2" Friday of each month, volunteer at
the Community Foodbank of Central Alabama
Next date: Aug 8, 2025
Future dates: Sept.12, Oct. 10, Nov. 14,

Dec. 12
Sign up at https://vhub.at/HTNQCK and let
Diane Wehby know if you plan to join that day.

Phone: 205-612-2234 E-mail:
diane.wehby@gmail.com

B Qor Ftoses FE

The altar flowers for this week and
through the month of July were generously
donated by Jessica Bou Akar in thanksgiving

for the intercession of St. Sharbel.

The Banns qf Marriage

The banns of marriage between

Christian Wehby & Stephanie Saaybi

of the Parish of St. Elias are thus published.

If anyone should know of cause or just impediment
why these persons should not be joined together in the
Mystery of Crowning, you are to declare it.

This is the second time of asking before the date of
their nuptial union on November 29, 2025.

Reverse Raffle Tickets

The Reverse Raffle campaign continues.

Last chance to get your ticket.
15t Prize - $3,500
2nd Prize - $1,000 & 3¢ Prize - $500
We look forward to seeing you at the conclusion
of the parish picnic, Sunday, July 20, 2025.
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PASTOR'S CORNER

Dear Parishioners,

It’s the Feast of Saint Elias, the patron saint of our parish here at Saint

Elias in Birmingham, Alabama.

The story of our parish is deeply connected to the story of our people.
The majority of our parishioners came from Zahle, Wadi el Arayech,
and the surrounding villages in Lebanon. Their church back home was
also Saint Elias, and when they came to Birmingham, they brought
what was home with them. They brought their devotion, their
traditions, and their love for Saint Elias, and they passed it on. Now,
more than 100 years later, their descendants, born here, are keeping
that same heritage alive.

Saint Elias holds a very special place in the Maronite Church. He is
one of the most honored saints in our tradition. But who exactly is

Saint Elias? What makes him so important?

The name Elias (or Elijjah) means “My God is the Lord.” He appears in the Bible during a dark time in Israel’s
history, when many had turned away from God. Elias stood firm. He didn’t waver. He confronted kings and
false prophets. He called down fire from heaven on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18), proving that the God of Israel
is the true and living God.

But he also had quieter, more personal moments. When Elias was afraid and alone, God sent ravens to feed
him in the wilderness (1 Kings 17). When he was exhausted and discouraged, God appeared, not in the fire or
the earthquake, but in a gentle whisper (1 Kings 19). And at the end of his life, he was taken up to heaven in a
fiery chariot (2 Kings 2), never tasting death.

That’s why we see different icons and statues of Saint Elias. In some, he holds a sword, representing his
boldness and spiritual battle. In others, a bird feeds him, showing God’s care for him in hard times. Sometimes
he’s riding a chariot of fire, reminding us of his heavenly mission.

What can we learn from our patron saint?

Elias teaches us how to live with courage, especially when the truth is unpopular. He shows us how to listen for
God in silence and how to keep going even when we feel alone. His faith was fiery and real, and we’re called
to live with that same fire today.

Faith today comes with challenges. The world pulls us in many directions. But like Saint Elias, we are called to
stand firm, trust in God, and keep the flame of faith burning in our hearts.

Happy Feast Day of Saint Elias! We look forward to celebrating with all of you this Sunday at our parish
picnic. May Saint Elias watch over you and your families always.

Father Elias Yazbeck

Pastor




Another Successful

We had a wonderful time this week in
VBS, learning how to live out Christ’s
love, having fun, and building memories.
A big “Thank you!” to all the volunteers
who gave of their time and talents to
make this week possible.

May God bless you and inspire you to
return again next year.
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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes

The pastoral council met on Wednesday, July 15, with Philip Wehby, Abe Boackle, Jackie Semaan, Jimmy
Mezrano, Norman Bolus, Gina Henley, Harrison Adams, Andrea Boohaker, and here are the main points
that were discussed during the meeting.

1.

The president of the finance council, Connie Bostany, gave a positive, general overview of the parish
finances.

This month, disbursement will begin to the charities awarded by the proceeds of the 2025 Food
Festival.

3. The first stage of the Rental House Renovation project will soon begin with roof replacements.

4. Repairs were recently completed on the steeple for a leaking gutter, which was causing water

damage, and for the neon cross.
A project to deep-clean the church kitchen will soon be undertaken.

The work to repair the columbarium has recently been completed. Final assessment should be done
by the end of next week.

Several potential maintenance projects were discussed, including: repairs to the outdoor speakers,
Dogwood tree removal, front steps resealing and waterproofing, and backyard gravel installation.

. The following new topics were all considered: group updates, religious activities and studies, sporting

activities, new tech, & general maintenance.

Should any parishioners have any questions, suggestions, or topics they would like the Parish Council to
discuss, they may contact Abe Boackle or Fr. Elias.

sAINT ELiag
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The 27t Lebanese Food & Cultural
Festival Results

Category 2024 2025
Food & Merchandise Sales S 306,098.06 S 285,689.15
Silent Auction Sales $ 25,287.00 $30,682.22
Cedar Run Donations $20,593.78 $19,039.56
Donations $15,615.83 $10,786.70

Total Gross Festival Income:

$367,594.67

$346,197.63

Festival Expenses

$116,558.21

$112,643.07

Cedar Run Expenses

$9,509.27

$8,552.23

Total Festival Expenses:

$126,067.48

$121,195.30

Total Net Proceeds:

$241,527.19

$225,002.33

Total Proceed to be Distributed*:

$ 235,000

$ 220,000

* See the following page for the breakdown of the distribution of the monetary proceeds.




Distribution of Festival Monetary Proceeds

Overall Church Budget $ 165,000 — (75% of Proceeds)
General Operating Fund - (75% of allotment) $ 124,000
Ladies Altar Society (12%) $ 20,000
Maronite Young Adults (MYA) — (6%) $ 10,000
Maronite Youth Organization (MYO) — (4%) $ 6,000
Junior MYO — (3%) $ 5,000

National & International Charities

$ 11,000 — (5% of Proceeds)

Wadi el Arayech Clinic — (Lebanon) $2,000 Lebanese Red Cross $1,000

St. Jude Children’s Hospital — (Memphis, TN) $ 2,000 Sisters Visitor Center - Catholic Charities — $ 1,000
(Louisville, KY)

Anta Akhi “You are my brother” ( &) <l ) — $ 1,000 St. Rafka Mission of Hope & Mercy — (Lakewood, | $ 1,000

(Lebanon) CO)

Children of Mary — (Cincinnati, OH) $ 1,000 The Hadath El Joubbeh Women’s Association — $ 1,000
(Lebanon)

Food for the Poor - (Coconut Creek, FL) $ 1,000

Local Charities $ 44,000 - (20% of Proceeds)

Food for Our Journey — $11,500 | Lucky Fin Project $1,000

Festival 5K Cedar Run Impact Charity

Guadalupe Radio Network $ 1,500 Make-A-Wish Foundation in Birmingham $ 1,000

Alzheimer’s Association — AL Chapter S 1,000 Mothers United Against Gun Violence $ 1,000

American Heart Association — AL Chapter $ 1,000 Muscular Dystrophy Association of Birmingham $ 1,000

Big Oak Ranch $ 1,000 Leukemia & Lymphoma Society $ 1,000

Birmingham Catholic — Campus Ministry $ 1,000 Railroad Park Foundation $ 1,000

Birmingham Children’s Theatre $ 1,000 St. Bernard Summer Appeal $ 1,000

Cahaba Valley Health Care $ 1,000 St. Rose Primary Building Fund $ 1,000

Catholic Charities of Birmingham $ 1,000 St. Vincent’s Foundation $ 1,000

Children’s of Alabama $ 1,000 Suki Foundation for Rett Syndrome $ 1,000

Dance without Limits $ 1,000 The Red Barn $ 1,000

First Light Women's Shelter $ 1,000 Three Hots and a Cot $ 1,000

Her Choice Birmingham Women's Center S 1,000 United Way of Central Alabama $ 1,000

Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School $ 1,000 Unless U — Post Place $ 1,000

Jimmie Hale Mission $ 1,000 Woolley Institute for Spoken-Language $ 1,000
Education — WISE

Just Keep Smiling $ 1,000 YMCA Greater Birmingham Youth Center $ 1,000

Little Sisters of the Poor

$1,000
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Plenary Indulgence on the Feast of St. Elias

A plenary indulgence is granted under the normal conditions to anyone who visits St. Elias Church on

the solemn feast of its Titular, July 20, and there devoutly recites the Creed and one Our Father
(Enchiridion Indulgentiarum, No. 33.1.5a). These conditions are also fulfilled by the celebration of the
Divine liturgy, wherein these two prayers are already present.

Click the link below for more information.
Plenary Indulgences

Feast of St. Sharbel — July 23

A vigil liturgy for the feast of St. Sharbel will be celebrated on Tuesday night,
July 22, with the rosary at 5:30 PM and the divine liturgy at 6:00 PM. It will
conclude with the benediction (ziyyah) with the icon of St. Sharbel and the
blessing with oil and his relics.

The Wednesday liturgy will be at the usual time, 10:00 AM.

“The more the holiness grows in man, the more he ceases to see it.
When he observes his holiness, then it will have vanished.”

“The ignorant man clings to the dust until he becomes dust; the wise and
prudent man clings to heaven until he reaches heaven. You will belong to
the place to which you cling.”

— St Sharbel Makblonf —

The Story of Nohad el Shami

St. Sharbel’s life and legacy are well known to Maronites around the world, but lesser known is the particular miracle
God worked through him upon Nohad el Shami.

On January 9, 1993, Shami suffered hemiplegia (paralysis of one side of the body) due to the obstruction and
blockage of portions of both her left and right brain arteries. Her doctors concluded that recovery was unlikely, as no
treatment for her condition existed. Her eldest son, Saad, visited the Sts. Peter and Paul hermitage in Annaya (where
Saint Charbel spent most of his days in prayer, silence, and solitude), seeking the saint’s powerful intercession. He
brought back consecrated oil and soil from Saint Charbel’s tomb to give to his mother. When Nohad returned home,
her health did not improve. She spent several days in constant, agonizing pain. However, one night, she dreamed that

Saint Charbel gave her Holy Communion while attending Mass in the hermitage in Annaya.

On January 22, 1993, Nohad had another dream. She dreamed of two monks standing beside her bed: one with his
hands on her neck as he operated, while the other monk relieved her pain.
When Nohad woke up, she noticed two surgical wounds on her neck and that she could move her whole body again.
She was completely and miraculously cured from hemiplegia! The following night, Saint Charbel again visited her in a
dream, saying, “I did the surgery to let people see and return to their faith. I ask you to visit my hermitage in Annaya on
the 22nd of every month and attend Mass regularly for the rest of your life.”

This simple dream and miracle have caused a sensational revival in Lebanon and throughout the Maronite world.
St. Sharbel, pray for us!



https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/conditions-13362

Click on Calendar to Enlarge
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 Poep St. Gregory X The Visitation of Our Lady to St. Jerome, Doctor of the St. Andrew, the 5 St. Macarius of the Cross
St. Junipero Serra Elizabeth Church Mynopgrapher
NAM CONVENTION

No 10 AM liturgy

5 PM Divine Liturgy

No Daily Liturgy

6 St. Maria Goretti
St. Abba Sisoes

St. Procopius

9 St. Pancras

10 The Massabki Martyrs

Ladies' Altar Society
Liturgy, Meal, & Lunch
Beginning at 9:30 AM

" St. Benedict

Second Friday Adoration
10 AM-4 PM

12 Sts. Rufina and Secunda
St. Susanna of Rome

Community Food Bank
Volunteering 1-3 PM

Reception for the
25th Anniversary of the
Priestly Ordination of
Fr. John Paul Kimes at 6 PM

13 The Prophet Joel

7 S$t. Thomas, the Hermit 8
Topgolf with the
Junior MYO
1-3 PM
14 St. Bonaventure 15

St. Kateri Tekakwitha

Sts. Cyriacus & Julitta

16 The Scapular of Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel

17 St. Marina, Nun of
Qannoubine

18 St. Symphorosa and Her
Seven Sons

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

19 St. Margaret of Antioch

Setup Day for the
Parish Picnic

Setup Day for the
Parish Picnic

20 The Prophet Elias

Parish Picnic
11:30 AM -4 PM

21 St. Simeon Solus and His 22

Friend St. John

St. Mary Magdalene
St. Nohra

No 10 AM liturgy

5 PM Divine Liturgy
with the Blessing of the
Relics of St. Sharbel

23 St. Sharbel

2[' St. Christina of Tyre

25 St. Anne, Mother of Our Lady
the Virgin Mary

26 St. Bridget of Sweden

27 St. Pantaleon (Asya)

28 St. Anthusa & BI. Stanley

29 The Prophet Ezekiel

30 Sts. Abdon and Sennen

31 The 350 Martyrs

Rother St. Martha, Sister of Bl. Solanus Casey St. Ignatius of Loyola
READINGS OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL
Mass Schedule 6-Jul Ex1:1-7 Phil 3: 7-14 Mt 10: 1-7
Salurday Vigil -5:00 PM 13-Jul Ezek 3:1-7, 10-12 1Cor 12:12-13, 27-30 Mt 10: 16-25
Sunday - 8:00 AM 20-Jul N/A Rom 11: 1-8 Lk 4: 22-30
Sunday - 10:30 AM 27-Jul Is42:1-8 Rom 8:1-11 Mt 12: 14-21
Monday through Friday - 10:00 AM

You are cordi’a@ invited to foin the

Ladies’ Altar Society

All women of St. Elias are invited to celebrate
the Divine Liturgy at 5:00 PM followed by a
dinner on Wednesday, August 6,

New members are especially encouraged to
come and find out about the important work
that the Ladies’ Altar Society does for our
church community.

Please RSVP with Judy Zaidan (205)-447-6611



https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2025-07.pdf

Protecting the Past, Preserving the Future:

Contribute to Our Stained Glass Window
Protection Fund

St. Elias
Prophet and Patron of this Church
St. Elias, is clothed as a prophet of Mt. Carmel
with scroll, fiery sword and mantle. The Mount
Carmel shield at the top of the window is in-
scribed in Latin “Zelo Zelatus sum pro Domino
Deo exercituum” meaning "I have been most
zealous for the Lord, the God of Hosts” ( I Kings,
19:14). The scroll held close to his heart
represents his loyalty to God. The sword of fire
symbolizes the fire of God that came upon his
altar in response to prayer and fiery chariot. The
sword is the symbol of zeal that he fought for the
lord. The cloak and belt are signs of a prophet.

Our beautiful stained glass windows are
more than just art; they are cherished
symbols of our faith, history, and community.

These historical pieces of art have endured
years of sunlight and exposure to the elements.
In order to preserve their vibrant beauty for
generations to come, we must make some
updates.

Scope of the Project includes:

Replacing the exterior covers with a
stronger, more resilient material that will

better provide physical protection and U/V
filtering.

e Resealing the windows to reinforce the
barrier to any moisture.

The estimated cost to restore one window Is
$5,000.

contribute to the preservation of a specific
piece of our church's history and beauty.

*There are 22 stained glass windows in the church.
To view each window, please click here.

If you or your family would like to commit to restoring a
stained-glass window, please complete this form.



https://stelias.org/stained-glass-windows/
https://stelias.org/stained-glass-windows/
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Interested in
having your ad
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman
For more
information

info@stelias.org
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PLUMBING SUPPLY Co.
SINCE 1968

Carlo H. Joseph
Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

SEMA
St. Elias Maronite
Adults

A social and spiritual group
for adults 35 and older who
are seeking to build lifelong
friendships founded in
faith, service, and family.

(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact:

Jackie Semaan
(205) 369-3448

i
NEW ERA

PLUMBING

Joseph Stephens &

Plumbing and Gas
205-208-0100

WWwWWw.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21 Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
PH: 205-758-8621
FAX: 205-758-4472

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124

PH: 205-663-1336
FAX: 205-664-9555

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
1271 Old Hwy. 11
Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-655-0001
FAX: 205-661-9629

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.
3320 214 Ave. So.
Birmingham, AL 35222
PH: 205-324-9521
FAX: 205-324-2943

Central Air Solutions LLC
AL# 21138

Michael Stephens, Owners

To donate ffowers for the
a[tar, contact
LaVonne Williamson

205-936-9569

Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the
Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker
mijboohakermph@gmail.com

Crafting Extraordinary Kitchens and Baths

Call and schedule your appointment at one of our three convenient locations,

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

+|+
+|+

For more
information
contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

or if you're in the neighborhood, you are always welcome to stop by!
OO 205-324-9521¢ vwplumbingsupply.com

BOUT US

We are a group of young adults
between the ages of 18 and 35
looking to deepen our faith,
grow our friendship and serve

our community.

We would love to have you join us on
the journey

Social: @saintelias.mya
T'o be added to the Whatsapp community,

please contact Maurice Semaan at (203)20¢
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