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ST. EL1AS MARONITE CHURCH

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205
. (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org

Follow us on Social Media: @

d

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org
Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org
Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

MAY 11, 2025 | THE 4t SUNDAY OF THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION

“May he carry out in you what is pleasing to him through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
and forever and ever. Amen.” Hebrews 13: 21
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Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day
For the repose of John Louis Boackle
Sat. 5/10 . . .
5:00 PM requested by Elizabeth Boackle and Family, St. Simon, the Zealot
' & the 40-Day liturgy for Jason Harika, requested by the Family
Sun 5/11 For the repose of Lorraine Boackle ) '
8:00 AM requested by Alfred & Jeanne D’Arc Boohaker and family 4™ Sunday of the Glorious
Resurrection &

Sun 5/11 For the repose of Assaad & Takla Aboujaoude on the Anniversary St. Pontius of Cimiz
10:30 AM of their deaths requested by the family

Mon 5/12 . . . . St. Epiphanius,
10:00 AM For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners Bishop of Cyprus
Tues 5/13 For the repose of Jason Allen Harika St. Addai,

10:00 AM requested by Deacon Paul & Theresa Bolus Disciple of St. Maron
Wed 5/14 : Sts. Boniface, Aglaég,

5.30 PM For the repose of Jane Pringle Seal B ey 20 G iene
Th 1

109(;;5A/M5 For the suffering souls in Purgatory Our Lady of the Harvest

Fri 5/16 . . . L St. Gennadius, Patriarch of
10:00 AM For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners Constantinople

Sat. 5/17 For the repose of Gerry Kimes, Jr.; Katharine Kimes, & Happy St. Serapion

5:00 PM Snyder requested by the family ' P

Sun 5/18 For the repose of Hikel & Clara Boohaker ) .
8:00 AM requested by Alfred & Jeanne D’Arc Boohaker and family 5% Sunday of the (;Ionous

Resurrection & St. Theodotos

Sun 5/18 For the repose of Loraine Boackle, requested by the family & the 7 Virgin Martyrs
10:30 AM & the 40-Day liturgy for Paul L. Michael, requested by the family



https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

SUNDAY READINGS
Gen 1: 20-23; Heb 13:

CONTRIBUTIONS - May 4, 2025
General Fund: $ 4,882.89
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
You can schedule it once and you are done.

Lector Altar Servers

Ben Dahle
Anthony Mezrano
Michael Mezrano

Lisa
Saab

Emma Whitt
Addison Whitt
Elias Marinelli

John
Henley

Irayet Requests

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Joe Boackle, Naomi
Kassouf, Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr., Hafil
Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone, David
Tanory, Adam Wehby, Dot Wehby, Susan Wehby

Call the church office or email
info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Dominic Bruno
Angelo Bruno
Raymond Josof

Maurice
Semaan

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

Maronite Youth Organization
* Sunday, May 11 — MCF classes 9:20 AM
with the May Crowning at 10:00 AM
* Sunday, May 11 - MYO Breakfast

St. Elias Choir
* Sunday, May 11 — Choir Practice at 9 AM

This week’s altar flowers were
generously given in loving memory
of Joseph Virgie Elkourie by the family.

fMay ‘Marian Devotions

This Sunday, we will have our May Crowning
before the 10:30 liturgy. Please remember to bring
flowers.

For the month of May, in honor of Our Lady, all
Wednesday liturgies will be at 5:30 PM, preceded
by the rosary at 5:00 AM and will conclude with
the Benediction (Ziyyah) to the Blessed Virgin.

On Saturday, May 31, we will have a procession to
the statue of Our Lady of Lebanon at our
columbarium at the end of the 5:00 PM liturgy.

We hope you will join us for this wonderful Marian
devotions in this month devoted to Our Lady.

(&)

ﬂ{ayyy Mothers Day ) é

To all mothers, natural & spiritual, we give you syecia[ thanks for all that you have done for us

tﬁrougﬁout our lives. To all our mothers who have gone ﬁom this earth, we hold Your memoties
déqp within us. We pray our universal Mother, the ever-virgin ‘Mary, will [ook Eincffy upon you
this cfay and all the ofays of your [ives.
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PASTOR’S CORNER

A New Pope, A Timeless Church

Dear Beloved Parishioners,

This week, history was made as “Habemus Papam!” rang once again from the balcony of St.
Peter’s Basilica. The Church joyfully welcomes Pope Leo XIV, the 267th successor of St.
Peter. With hearts full of gratitude, we offer our congratulations to the Catholic Church and to our
own country, the United States, as Pope Leo XIV becomes the first American pope in the history
of the Church. What a moment of grace, responsibility, and hope!

In his first words to the world, Pope Leo XIV offered a heartfelt message:

“Peace be with you alll ... We are all in God’s
hands. Therefore, without fear, united hand in
hand with God and among ourselves, let us
move forward. We are disciples of Christ.
Christ precedes us.”

Moments like these remind us that the Church is truly universal, yet deeply personal. The pope is
not a political leader or merely a figurehead, he is the servant of the servants of God, the spiritual

tather of over a billion Catholics, and the visible sign of unity in our faith.

As Maronite Catholics, our bond with the pope is not simply formal, it is profound. While we
treasure our Syriac liturgical heritage and the leadership of our Patriarch, we remain in full
communion with the Holy Father. Together with the pope and all Catholic rites, we proclaim one

Lotd, one faith, and one baptism.

Let us thank God for the gift of the papacy and the continuity of the Church. Let us pray fervently
tfor Pope Leo XIV, that the Holy Spirit may strengthen and enlighten him as he begins this sacred

ministry.

Jesus promised Peter, “You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18). That promise holds true today.

Congratulations to the Catholic Church, to the United States, and to all of us who are blessed to

call the Church our spiritual home.

In Christ,

Father Elias Yazbeck




First Q—[b@ Communion

With great joy, we recognize our seven first communicants who are now fully initiated
into the Catholic faith. We look forward to seeing them all grow in their spirituality as
beloved sons and daughters of Christ Jesus.

Noura Adams
Ella Al Bachawati
Georgia Bush
Joanna Dean
James T. Ellis
Luke Tshee
Madeline josgpﬁ

Tesus said to them, “Amen, amen, 1 s;/\/ to you, unless you eat the flesh of

the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you.”
John 6: 53

Holy Baptism
& Chrismation

Leonardo “Michael”

Karam Coccia

May 9, 2025




A Thank You to Our Festival Heads

Volunteers & Cashiers — Matthew Bolus
Festival Day of Operations — Michael Gentry
Silent Auction — Kimberly Stephens
Dancing — Teresa Garnem & Monica Spray
Media Chair — Michelle Adams
Social Media Chair — Victoria Bolus
Kitchen — John Henley
Ice Cream — Gina Henley
Front Line — Dora Bolus
Service Box — Jackie Semaan
Sandwiches, Tabouli, & Falafel- Samia Michael
& Sami Atieh
Salads — Wanda Elkourie & Ann Wehby
A la Carte — Sonia Garnem & Rana Atieh
Bread Station — Jessica Bou Akar
Sweets — Valerie Wepfer
Grill — Phillip Wehby & C] Wehby
Firewood & “Week of” logistics — Gerry Kimes
Zlaybah — Janice Toner
Cooking Session lunches — Janice Toner
Arabic Coffee — Zmorrod Garnem &
Ziza Aboujaoude
Drinks — Jr. MYO - Stephanie Shunnurah

As the final activities of the 27t Annual Food Festival wind down, we wish to offer special thanks to the
many committee heads who organized the logistics and management of the festival’s operation.
Without you, we would not have a food festival. Thank you!

Festival Chair — Anthony Bolus
Festival Co-Chair — Matthew Bolus

Delivery — Jackie Semaan

Take out — Maria Watkins

Cedar Run — Jackie Boohaker, Nicki Shirah, &
Briley Shirah

Costumes — Gayle Watkins

Saint Elias Booth —Theresa Bolus & Dcn. Jimmy

Hummus & Beans and Rice — Ziza Aboujaoude &

Martha Bolus

Kibbee Committee — Maggie Boohaker &
Beverly Kimes

Church Tours — Jeanette Wyrick &
Christian Wehby

Police — Heath Boackle

Custodian Worker Help — Frank Petrusnek

Car Parking Lot Striping back lot — Mark Joseph
& John Joseph

Ice & Chicken Truck — Dave Boackle

Custodian — Michael Hicks

Banners — Joe Aboujaoude & Sami Atieh

Sweet Bread — Adele Boohaker

Emcee — Michael Harrison

Consultants — Dcn. Paul & Norman Bolus




Charity Committee Volunteering & Donations

Thank You to Our Volunteers
* Forallthose who assisted in this month’s
volunteer session with the Community
Foodbank of Central AL, we thank you and
hope to see you again next month.
* Next date: June 6, 2025

Click on Calendar to Enlarge
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 Jeremiah, the Prophet 2 St. Athanasius of Alexandria, 3 Bl. Estephan Doueihi, Patriarch
Doctor of the Church
First Friday Adoration
10 AM-4 PM
ll Qur Lady of Lebanon 5 St.Irene, V, M 6 St. Dominic Savio, C St. Antonius, Bishop of 8 St. John the Evangelist, Ap. 9 Isaiah, the Prophet & The 2nd 10 St. Simon, the Zealot, Ap.

St. Monica, C Flarence, C Council of Constantinople

No liturgy at St. Elias Church Community Food Bank

Volunteering

Ladies' Altar Society
First Holy Communion 3 PM Outing to the Shrine
of the Blessed Sacrament

Jr. MYO Breakout Birmingham

'" St. Pontius of Cimiz, M 2 St. Epiphanius, Bishop of St. Addai, One of the 72 Sts. Boniface, Aglag, & their 15 Our Lady of the Harvest St. Gennadius, Patriach of 17 St. Serapion, C
Cyprus, C. Discipes, Ap. Of St. Maron 20 Companions, M. Constantinople
MCF Classes 9:20 AM No 10 AM liturgy

MYO Breakfast 9 AM

Choir Rehearsal 9 AM Liturgy at 5:30 PM
Followed by Ziyyah to the
May Crowning 10 AM Virgin Mary
St. Theodotos & the 7 Virgin St. Philoterus, M & St. St. Thalaleus of Lebanon, St. Constantine & 5t. Helen, St. Rita of Cascia, C St. Tobit the Righteous, C St. Simeon, the Stylite, C
18 Martyrs, M 19 Cyriaca and her 20 M 21 C 22 23 24

No 10 AM liturgy

Liturgy at 5:30 PM
Followed by Ziyyah to the

Virgin Mary
St. Eleutherius & His Mother, M St. Carpus, Disciples of St. Sts. Theodora & Didymus, St. Heliconis, M The Ascension of Our Pope St. Felix | St. Petronilla, C
25 & St. Basilla of Rome, V, M 26 Paul & St. Philip Neri 27 M 28 29 Lord 30 31 St. Hermias, M
No 10 AM liturgy
Procession to the Statue of
Vigil Liturgy for the Lady of Lebanon
Ascension at 5:30 PM after the 5:00 PM Liturgy
READINGS OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL
Mass Schedule 4-May Job 42:1-6,12 2 Cor5:11-21 In20: 26-31
Saturday Vigil - 5:00 PM 11-May Gen 1: 20-23 : Heb 13: 18-25 In21:1-14
Sunday - 8:00 AM 18-May Ezek 34: 11-16, 23-25a Eph 2: 1-10 Jn21:15-19
Sunday - 10:30 AM 25-May Deut 31: 1-3, 6-9 Rom 10: 1-13 Lk 24: 36-48
Monday through Friday - 10:00 AM



https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-05.pdf

St. Elias 2025 College Scholarship

Thanks to a generous donor, St. Elias has enjoyed the privilege of offering a $1000 scholarship
to a rising college Freshman from our community since 2023. Eligible candidates include any
high school student currently involved in the MYO who will be enrolled in post-secondary
education for the 2025-2026 academic year. A link to the application site may be found below.

2025 Scholarship Application

The deadline for submissions is June 6, 2025. Winners will be announced on
Wednesday, June 25, 2025, at the final summer Family night.

2025 NAM SCHOLARSHIPS

NAM's Scholarship Program is an investment in the future of the Maronite Church. Because we
recognize the importance of our youth - our future - we strive to offer them financial assistance
as they begin their college careers.

In 2010, via partnership with NDU and USEK, we strengthened the scholarship and heritage
programs, as students study for a semester in Lebanon.

Through personal contributions and special collections at all our conventions, we continue to
build up our scholarship fund in an effort to increase the dollar amount and the number of
annual scholarships we offer. Your tax-deductible donations are welcome!

High School Graduate Scholarships Thomas and Jennie Ayoub
MYO - John A. Solomon One for College Student $2000
Two for High School Seniors $2000
Graduate & Professional Scholarship
Massabki Brothers Chagoury Family Graduate
One for High School Seniors $2000 One for Graduate Student $2000

Naomi & Paul Kassouf Study Abroad in Lebanon Opportunities
Two for High School Seniors $2000 Notre Dame University-Louaize

Up to 10 scholarships for the Fall 2025
Abouna Sharbel Semester

Three for High School Seniors $1000 or Spring 2026 Semester

Undergraduate Scholarships The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik
Chagoury Family Undergraduate Up to 12 scholarships for the
One for College Student $2000 2025 Summer Semester

Link for 2025 NAM Scholarship Application:
2025 NAM Scholarship Application | National Apostolate

All applications must be completed and submitted no later than May 31, 2025.
Incomplete applications will not be considered.
Father Elias will need to complete the Pastor's Recommendation Letter for each applicant.

For any questions, email scholarship@namaronites.org



mailto:scholarship@namaronites.org
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Jubilee Year Eparchial Pilgrimage

Rome & Sicily

Augtist 25- September4

10 Days - 9 Nights
Package includes:
e Stay at 4 Star Hotels

e Most Meals (breakfast,
lunch, and dinner)

e Visits to important sites
e English Speaking Guide

e Bus transportation
between sites & flights
from Rome to Sicily
(Palmero) and back to

FOR DOUBLE OCCUPANCY
PER PERSON

Additional $1,000 Supplement for —
Single Occupancy (Total $4,900) S

Flights to/from the United States to Rome
(FCO) Round Trip need to be booked
separately.

5 : Oy "I T, ‘: ' - A S . :"‘% ‘\?"‘ fdey ~“f.v: :..
O RESERVE YOUR SPOT CONTACT: ‘@gint

lvette Jackson: 323-336-3168
Jamileh Koury: 818-626-9193
Email: info@eparchy.org

$1,200 Deposit Required Per Person or
registration/space cannot be guaranteed

Full Pilgrimage amount due by May 31, 2025
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Q Hilton Hotel, Raleigh North Hills

July 3-6, 2025
Raleigh - NC

Hosted by Saint Sharbel Church

JUBILEE YEAR

THE MASSABKI
BROTHERS

Follow Us for More Details n

60th NAM Convention Key Functions and Highlights

Faith Ignited - Hope Renewed

EXCURSIONS & ACTIVITIES
St Sharbel Neighborhood (All Ages)

Enjoy the beautiful Falls of Neuse Dam, tucked
between lush forests and the serene waters of Falls
Lake. then continue to visit St. Sharbel church.

Guided Umstead Park Walk (All Ages)
For nature lovers, immerse yourself in the beauty of
Umstead Park on a guided walk through lush forests and
peaceful trails.

Raleigh Highlights (All Ages)
Tour The Cathedral of The Sacred Heart Of Jesus
& Explore Raleigh famous Sunflower fields.

The Museum Of Natural Science
(Youth & Kids)

The largest in the Southeast, with Dinosaurs,
fossils, butterfly conservatory, storm simulators,
and scientists in action.

After-Party Karaoke: Be the Star of NAM!
Enjoy Lebanese oldies, favorite hits, and on-demand
songs every night! Send us your requests, grab the mic,
and join the fun for an unforgettable sing-along
experience after the party!

Trolle¥ Pub (MYA)

An MYA favorite, the Raleigh Trolley Pub is a fun,
pedal-powered bar crawl through the city’s best
spots! Bring your friends, enjoy drinks, and explore
downtown in a unique, lively way. (Fri 3-5 PM

Theology On TAP (MYA)

Have a drink and dive deep into an exciting
discussion about our faith with our incredible Bishop
Elias Zaidan and Bishop Gregory Mansour!

Escape Room (MYA & MYO)
Available all convention long—grab friends, book a
slot, and test your skills in this thrilling experience.

Dance, Mobility & Wellness (All A%es)
Stay active with dance, fitness, and expert mobility
guidance for all ages. There’s something for everyone
to keep moving and feeling great!

Midnight Bite: Late-Night Cravings, Covered!
Keep the night going with delicious bites available for
order after party hours. Whether you're craving a snack
or ahflull meal, enjoy a late-night treat before calling it a
night!

Jubilee Year

Fun, Food & Friendship With
Father Boutros (MYA)

Catch up with old friends, make new ones, and
enjoy dinner with heartfelt conversations

Dinner & Icebreakers (All Ages)
By age groups, where we’'ll get to know each
other and our fellow convention-goers. The
perfect way to make connections.

MYO Lounge: Connect & Play
A space for MYO to Enjoy games, creating
friendships that will last beyond the convention.

Kids Zone (age 5 to 12)

Enjoy a mix of indoor and outdoor games, fun
activities, A perfect space for kids to play, explore,
and create unforgettable memories!

Board Games Lobby

Join friends or participate in a tournament with a
wide array of cards, backgammon, and board
games available at any time.

NAMConventio

S . A .
#...2  Pilgrimage of Faith - Renewal of Hope (All Ages?
&7 & We're blessed to have our NAM Convention in a Jubilee Year, so let’s make the journey
5 . . —L & leading up to it a pilgrimage of ignited faith and renewal of hope. As we prepare, we’ll
Opening Our Hearts: A Night of Adoration & Hymns me¥  reflect on the lives of saints like Saint Thérése of Lisieux, the Massabki Brothers, and

Starting our weekend with Adoration and sacred time of prayer, reflection,
and confession. Continue the evening with uplifting hymns and prayers,
bringing everyone together in song through our beloved sacred chants.

WORKSHOPS

AI-Powered Growth

Discover how to start and scale your business using modern tools,
especially Al. Explore beginner-friendly Al concepts, interactive
projects, and ethical strategies to leverage Al while staying true to

your Christian vocation.

Faithful Success

Achieve career and entrepreneurial success while staying true to
your faith and values. Learn how to thrive in this world with

future of holiness.

Carlo Acutis, showing that holiness is for everyone.
We'll collect images and stories to celebrate 60 years of heritage, setting the path for a

Stay tuned to our emails and social media for updates!

The Sanctity of Life and Marriage

We are created in God’s image, and every stage of life, from
conception to death, is sacred. This session explores the divine
value of life and the importance of marriage in the Church, where

vows are not only sacred but reflect our commitment to God’s love

and plan.

The Commission For Lebanon
A workshop focussing on the Church's stance regarding current
events in Lebanon.Who Are The Maronites, do you know?

purpose, integrity, and abundance—keeping your heart set on

heaven.

ENTERTAINMENT

DJ Gilbert

Enjoy a great mix of Arabic and American hit
songs the whole weekend as we dance the
nights away!

Friday Hafli .

Charbel Bassil & USA Special

Friday Night Hafli - Dress in your best traditional Lebanese
outfit, dance and dabke to the voice of Lebanese Singer
Charbel Bassil! We'll honor American Independence Day with
a special celebration, featuring vibrant sound and light
displays!

www.hamconvention.org

info@namconvention.org
@NAMCONVENTION

Saturday Gala Dinner .
Lebanese Star Hisham El Hajj

An unforgettable evening with Star Hisham El Hajj,
as he fills the night with his captivating music an
lively performances. Enjoy a night of elegance,
celebrlation, and entertainment at this exclusive
event!

#YallaRaleigh #NAMRaleigh #NAMConvention #NAM2025 #NAM25




Interested in
having your ad
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman
For more
information

info@stelias.org
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PLUMBING SUPPLY Co.

SINCE 1968

Carlo H. Joseph
Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

SEMA
St. Elias Maronite
Adults

A social and spiritual group
for adults 35 and older who
are seeking to build lifelong
friendships founded in
faith, service, and family.

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact:
Jackie Semaan
(205) 369-3448

7 FHapp\
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PLUMBING

To donate f(owers for the
a[tar contact
LaVonne Williamson

205-936-9569

Joseph Stephens &
Michael Stephens, Owners
Plumbing and Gas

205~208~0100

www.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21% Avenue
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
PH: 205-758-8621
FAX: 205-758-4472

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124
PH: 205-663~1336
FAX: 205-664-9555

V & W Supply Co., Inc.
1271 OldHwy. 11
Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-655-0001
FAX: 205-661-9629

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.
3320 2™ Ave. So.
Birmingham, AL 35222
PH: 205-324-9521
FAX: 205-324-2943

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

o salll Mothers ayou makell
3’and are theyglue that holds your family,

(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the
Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker
mijboohakermph@gmail.com

W

hfe worth 11V1ng

{together I know I mlssﬁmlne\every day:

We are a group of young adults

Central Air Solutions LLC
AL# 21138

+|+
+|+

For more
information
contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

between the ages of 18 and 35
looking to deepen our faith,
grow our friendship and serve

our community.

&, A
We would love to have you join us on
mja ;

the journey

Social: @saintelias.mya

T'o be added to the Whatsapp community,

please contact Maurice Semaan at (205)200-448
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