
APRIL 13, 2025 | HOSANNA SUNDAY

Saint of the DayDivine Liturgy IntentionDate

Lazarus SaturdayFor the intentions of the St. Elias ParishionersSat. 4/12
10:00 AM

Sts. Mennas, Hermogenes, & 
Eugraphus

For the repose of Abie & Juliet Milton and the repose of John 
Wehby & the repose of TJ Kassouf on the anniversary of his Death

Sat. 4/12
5:00 PM

Hosanna Sunday
& St. Zosimas

For the repose of John & Rajah Shaia
requested by the Butrus Family

Sun 4/13
8:00 AM

For the repose of Joseph A. Boohaker on the anniversary of his 
death requested by Paulette M. Boohaker & Family

Sun 4/13
10:30 AM

St. Hermenegild, the KingFor the intentions of all St. Elias ParishionersMon 4/14
5:30 PM

Pope St. SoterFor the repose of Paul L. Michael
requested by Deacon Paul & Theresa Bolus

Tues 4/15
5:30 PM

St. Bernadette SoubirousFor the repose of Edwina Zales
requested by Jacque & Leo Shaia

Wed. 4/16
5:30 PM

Thursday of the Mysteries
& Pope St. Agapitus

For all priests, living and departed
and for an increase in holy vocations to the priesthood

Thurs. 4/17
7:00 PM

Great Friday
& St. Thaïs, the Penitent

Anaphora of the Signing of the Chalice – 10:00 AM
Adoration of the Cross – 7:00 PMFri. 4/18

St. Timon, the DeaconNo Divine Liturgy – Confessions at 10:30 AM
Prayer of Forgiveness – 11:30 AMSat. 4/19

Sunday of the Glorious 
Resurrection

& St. Nathanael, the Hermit

For the intentions of all St. Elias ParishionersSun 4/13
12:00 AM

For the intentions of all St. Elias ParishionersSun 4/13
10:30 AM

Follow us on Social Media: 

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org
Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org
Confessions:  4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

“Fear no more, O daughter Zion; see your king comes riding on an ass’s colt” Jn 12:15
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Sunday Readings

Zech 9: 9-11, 15a, 16-17; Phil 1: 1-13; Jn 12: 12-22

Liturgy Lector Altar Servers

5:00 PM
Norman 

Bolus
Ben Dahle

Raymond Josof

8:00 AM
Beverly 
Kimes

Lucy Shunnarah
Joseph Shunnarah

Joseph Whitt
Emma Whitt

Kaeleigh Whitt

10:30 AM
John 

Parker

Elias Bouaker
Mark ABouakar

Nevaeh Tombrello
Elias Marinelli

Nicholas Boackle

CONTRIBUTIONS – April 6, 2025
General Fund: $ 3,949.12

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.  
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

 You can schedule it once and you are done.  

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Joe Boackle, Naomi 

Kassouf, Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr., Hafil 

Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone, David 

Tanory, Adam Wehby, Dot Wehby, Susan Wehby

Call the church office or email 

info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

Help us prepare for the 2025 festival!

Food Festival Volunteers

We are less than two weeks away from the start 

of  the Food Festival and many volunteer duties 

still need filling up. Please take some time to 

volunteer for the various duties outlined below.

Jr. MYO members are encouraged to sign up 

to help with the drink station.

Sign Up Sheet

Easter Egg Hunt
Rain or shine bring your kids to join in our 

annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 19, 

from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM. We ask that you 

bring a dozen plastic eggs filled with small 

toys or non-chocolate candy for the event. The 

St. Elias MYO and Jr. MYO will help hide the 

eggs beginning at 1:30 PM. Don’t forget to 

bring a basket!

Safe Environment Training

All parish clergy, staff, teachers, and volunteers must 

participate in safe environment training per eparchial 

mandate. This includes anyone who works with 

children on the church campus or who will volunteer at 

the Food Festival in any capacity.

Link to Safe Environment Training

Be sure to include St. Elias as your parish

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

St. Elias Choir

• Sunday, Apr. 13 – Rehearsal at 9:00 AM

Altar Servers

• Saturday, Apr. 12 – Practice for Passion 

Week – 11:00 AM

Stations of the Cross

Last Celebration: Great Friday at 3:00 PM

Festival Set Up – April 12

Festival Work Days –

April 21-24

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=10C0F4DAAAC22AAF5C25-54628158-2025&useFullSite=true#/
https://eparchyofourladyoflebanon.cmgconnect.org/


PASTOR’S CORNER

The olive branch also brings to mind the story of Noah, when the dove returned to the ark with an olive leaf in 

its beak (Genesis 8:11). It was a sign of peace, new life, and God’s covenant with His people. In the same way, 

Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem was a declaration of peace, a fulfillment of the prophets, and a sign of the new 

covenant He came to establish.

On this day, children and adults in our communities joyfully participate in the procession, carrying candles and 

palms decorated with olive branches, ribbons, or flowers. Their joy and innocence remind us of the pure 

welcome that Christ deserves. As the children walk with their families, they represent the crowds who once 

welcomed Jesus, and they remind us that every generation is called to receive the Lord with open hearts.

Yet, Palm Sunday is not only a joyful event. It also marks the beginning of Christ’s path to the cross. The same 

crowds that welcomed Him with praise would later cry out, “Crucify Him!” (Mark 15:13). The emotional pain 

Jesus endured—being abandoned, betrayed, and rejected—was greater than His physical suffering. All those 

who were healed by Him, who received so much from His presence, did not stand by Him in His hour of 

suffering.

Palm Sunday is not just a historical memory. It invites us to ask: Have we truly welcomed Christ into our lives? 

And more importantly, are we keeping Him in our lives beyond the celebrations? Are we preparing ourselves 

to meet Him: not just at Easter, but in our daily lives, and ultimately, in eternity?

The candles the children carry and the palms we all hold are not just decorative. They are symbols of faith. The 

candle represents Christ, the Light of the world. The palm represents Christ, our King. If we allow that light to 

remain within us, and if we remain faithful to Him as King, we will always find our way, no matter how dark 

the road may seem.

So let us cry out, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” not just with our lips, but with our hearts and actions. Let our 

praise be constant, not momentary. Let our lives reflect the peace, love, and light that Christ came to bring.

Abouna Elias Yazbeck

Palm Sunday: Welcoming the Light of Christ

Palm Sunday in the Maronite Church is accompanied by many 

beautiful traditions, the most beloved being the decoration of our 

palms and candles. Today, we mostly use palm branches, and children 

especially carry candles, decorated with care and meaning. 

Traditionally, olive branches were also used, symbolizing peace and 

recalling biblical moments of hope and covenant. The olive branch, in 

particular, reminds us that Jesus is the King of Peace. As He entered 

Jerusalem, the people welcomed Him with branches of palm and 

olive, crying out, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matthew 21:9). 

Hosanna comes from the Hebrew expression meaning “save us, we 

pray.” By the time of Jesus, it had become both a plea for salvation 

and a joyful acclamation of praise, recognizing Him as the Messiah, 

the one who comes in the name of the Lord.



Passion Week Liturgical Schedule
April 12 – Lazarus Saturday

Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM

April 13 – Hosanna Sunday

Saturday Vigil – Divine Liturgy – 5:00 PM
Indoor Procession with Palms after the Liturgy

Divine Liturgy – 8:00
Indoor Procession with Palms after the Liturgy

Divine Liturgy – 10:30 AM
Outdoor Procession with Palms after the Liturgy
(Weather permitting)

April 14 & 15 – Monday & Tuesday of Passion Week

Divine Liturgy – 5:30 PM
Benediction with the Holy Cross after the Liturgy

April 16 – Wednesday of Passion Week

Rite of the Lamp with Qurbono – 5:30 PM

April 17 – Thursday of the Mysteries

Divine Liturgy with the Washing of the Feet – 7:00 PM
Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 12:00 AM

with Benediction at 11:30 PM

April 18 – Great Friday of the Crucifixion

Anaphora of the Signing of the Chalice – 10:00 AM
Stations of the Cross – 3:00 PM
Ramsho (Vespers) – 4:00 PM
Adoration of the Cross – 7:00 PM

April 19 – Saturday of the Light

Confessions – 10:30 AM
Prayer of Forgiveness – 11:30 AM

April 20 – Sunday of the Glorious Resurrection

Divine Liturgy – 12:00 AM
(No 8:00 AM liturgy)
Divine Liturgy – 10:30 AM



Charity Committee Volunteering & Donations

April Volunteering

• A big “Thank You” to all who assisted at the 
Food Bank this past Friday

 Volunteer Opportunities this Year

• On the 2nd Friday of each month, volunteer at 
the Community Foodbank of Central Alabama

• Next date: May 9, 2025
• Sign up at https://vhub.at/HTNQCK and let 

Diane Wehby know if you plan to join on that 
day.  

• Phone: 205-612-2234  
• E-mail: diane.wehby@gmail.com 
• Future dates: Jun. 6, Jul. 11, Aug. 8, Sept.12, 

Oct. 10, Nov. 14, Dec. 12

Food Donations

• Please continue bringing your donated goods to the Church Hall for our May volunteering session

GREAT FRIDAY CATFISH DINNER

April 18, 2025 at 5:00 PM
Serving ends at 6:15 PM

Adult Plate: $15
Catfish (Fried or Baked) 

(Specify in RSVP)
Mjadara, Coleslaw, Hushpuppies

Dessert and Drink

Child’s Plate: $5
Mac & Cheese or Mjadara

Coleslaw, and Hushpuppies
Dessert and Drink

To Register by Tuesday, April 14, 2025
Click HERE to RSVP and place your order

(Remember to specify fried or baked fish)
This helps ensure we have enough food

for everyone.

Sympathy & Condolences

Our parish shares in the grief  of  the loss 

of  Paul L. Michael, who passed away on 

April 4, 2025, and whose funeral liturgy 

and inurnment were celebrated on Friday, 

April 11.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and 

let perpetual light shine upon him. May 

his soul and all the souls of  the faithful 

departed through the mercy of  Christ, 

rest in peace.

Christ has risen! He has truly risen!

https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScyc-8NfHXvISwRTd1mOG3BcsHvUGjaPmrNHkUC8Uz2Z0lxGQ/viewform?usp=dialog


2025 Lenten Eparchial Appeal

Great Lent has drawn to a close and Passion Week now 

begins as we anticipate the joys of  the Glorious Resurrection.

We are less than a third of  the way to our parish goal entering 

into these final days of  the appeal, so we highly encourage 

those who have been delayed in making their eparchial appeal 

contribution to do so in this most Holy Week of  the year.

Remember that any contribution made is tax-deductible to 

the fullest extent of  the law and greatly assist his excellency, 

Bishop A. Elias Zaidan in executing the duties of  his office.

We thank you as always for your generosity.

$16,000

$12,000

$8,000

$4,000

$0

29.61%

$4,737.72

Click on Calendar to Enlarge

https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/2025-04.pdf


“Consider the lilies of  the field…even Solomon in all 

his glory was not arrayed as one of  these.” Luke 12:27

IN HONOR OF 1.

2.

3.

IN MEMORY OF 1.

2.

3.

PURCHASED BY:

Easter Lilies

Remember departed loved ones or honor those with us today by 

purchasing lilies to decorate our altar this Easter. They are $15 

each and can be purchased by sending a check to the Church 

Office, Attn: Easter Lily. You can also use the DONATE button 

on our website (www.stelias.org) and choose Flowers. 

Please include this form with the names of  those you wish to be 

remembered. This form is also available online here and can be 

submitted digitally to the office at info@stelias.org.

Please make your offering by April 16, 2025.

http://www.stelias.org/
https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Easter-Lilies-2025.pdf
mailto:info@stelias.org


The 27
th
 Annual

  Lebanese Food &

     Cultural Festival

April 25
th
 & 26

th

 * Silent Auction Donations Needed

     Donation Information

     Donation Form

 * Grab your Yard Signs or take Stickers to update 

    last year’s yard signs to advertise this event;

   There are many still available for distribution

https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Silent-Auction-Letter.pdf
https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Silent-Auction-Donation-Form.pdf


http://runsignup.com/Race/AL/BIrmingham/Cedar5K
mailto:nshirah@mac.com
http://www.foodforourjourney.org/






St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer 
of our sacred liturgy 

to birth in song

For more 
information 

contact:

Michael Harrison

Deacon Paul Bolus

Interested in 
having your ad 
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman

For more 
information

info@stelias.org

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action 
For St. Elias and the 

Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker 
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

205-208-0100205.365.4796

Joseph Stephens & 

Michael Stephens, Owners

Plumbing and Gas
Carlo H. Joseph

Executive Vice President

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

221 Industrial Park Dr. 

Pelham, AL  35124 

PH:   205-663-1336 

FAX: 205-664-9555 

www.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

1271 Old Hwy. 11 

Trussville, AL  35235 

PH:   205-655-0001 

FAX: 205-661-9629 

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.

3320 2nd Ave. So.

Birmingham, AL  35222

PH:   205-324-9521

FAX: 205-324-2943

V & W Supply Co., Inc.

711 21st Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL  35401

PH:   205-758-8621

FAX: 205-758-4472

SEMA

St. Elias Maronite 

Adults

A social and spiritual group 
for adults 35 and older who 
are seeking to build lifelong 

friendships founded in 
faith, service, and family. 

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact: 
Jackie Semaan 
(205) 369-3448

To donate flowers for the 
altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform

