ST. EL1AS MARONITE CHURCH

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

Follow us on Social Media: @

4

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org

@ 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, Alabama 35205
. (205) 251-5057 www.stelias.org

Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org
Confessions: 4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

MARCH 23, 2025 | THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON

“Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you?” 2 Corinthians 13: 5
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Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day
Sat. 3/22 For the repose of Janice Stewart req. by the Family; & for the
5_0'0 PM repose of Pennies & Mike Boackle req. by the Family; & for the St. Sergius Paulus
' repose of Elizabeth Rookis Sudano req. by her children
Sun 3/23 For the repose of Mr. & Mrs. Randall Scott and John Michael
8:00 AM Skaret requested by Leo & Jacque Shaia Sunday of the Parable
of the Prodigal Son
Sun 3/23 For the repose of Selene, Maheba, Julliete, Deacon Samuel, & & the Feast of St. Rafqa
10:30 AM Matthew of the Wehby Family requested by the family
I S For the intentions of all St. Elias Parishioners St. Artemon, ?IShoP i
5:30 PM Seleucia
Tues 3/25 .
10:00 AM For the repose of the souls of Charles & Beverly Poliman The Annunciation
V;I.83d03P/I\2,|5 For the intentions of all St. Elias Parishioners St. Gabriel, the Archangel
Thurs 3/27 For the repose of Najla Melof Dicie .
6:00 PM requested by Jacqueline Dicie & Jarell Dicie St. Matrona of Thessalonica
Fri3/28 For the repose of Tofe Bolus on the Anniversary of his death St. Philetus; His Wife, St.
10:00 AM requested by Deacon Paul & Theresa Bolus Lydia; and their Two Sons
Sat. 3/29 For the repose of Habib & Josephine Wehby .
. | of Baalbek, M
5:00 PM requested by Phillip & Diane Wehby and Family S5 Ol @irEREll 205 AT
Sun 3/30 Repose of Eid Khachan
8:00 AM requested by Alfred & Jeanne d’Arc Boohaker and Family Sunday of the Healing of the
Paralytic
Sun 3/30 For the repose of Jamileh Nasr Yazbeck & St. John Climacus
10:30 AM requested by Charles & Jocelyn Boohaker



https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
mailto:pastor@stelias.org
mailto:info@stelias.org

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby CONTRIBUTIONS — March 16, 2025

Deacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany General Fund: $ 7,245.67
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus Alink is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

You can schedule it once and you are done.

SUNDAY READINGS

Zech 3:1-7; 2 Cor 13:5-13; Luk 15: 11-32 J %5

Liturgy Lector Altar Servers

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Joe Boackle, Naomi Kassouf,

] h Ben Dahle Paul Michael, Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr.,
onn Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone,

Henley Hudson Slovensky David Tanory, Dot Wehby, Susan Wehby,

Call the church office or email

info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

5:00 PM
Gloria Slovensky

Joe Robert Dean
Harrison Elias Marinelli

Help us prepare for the 2025 festival!

Ariana Tombrello 27" ANNUAL FESTIVAL - COOKING SCHEDULE

Elias Bouakar
Mark Bouakar

Sidney
Wehby

sAINT ELiag

Saturday, 3/29/25 Grape Leaves
Saturday, 4/5/25 Kaak

Saturday, 4/12/25 Festival Set Up
Mon-Thurs, 4/21 - 4/24 Work Days

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS

St. Elias Choir
* Tuesday, Mar. 25 — Rehearsal at 6:30 PM
* Sunday, Mar. 30 — Rehearsal at 9:00 AM
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YR reaTivas FESTIVAL - APRIL 25 & 26, 2025

St. Elias Festival Volunteer Sign Up Link 2025

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF) Volunteer with the Food Bank
* Sunday, Mar. 23 — Classes at 9:20 AM

The next volunteer opportunity with the charity

. o e committee will be Friday, April 11.
Maronite Youth Organization (MYO) » AP

* Saturday, Mar. 22 — Lunch & Topgolf Throughout the month of April, please continue to
1:00 PM-3:00 PM bring non-perishable food items for the Food Bank
* Sunday, Mar. 23 — MYO Breakfast of Central Alabama. Place your items in the boxes
in the Church Hall, and they will be transported on

Maronite Men of St. Elias (MMSE) date above.

* Mar. 28-29 — Calling all men of the parish
to participate in the 24 hours of Adoration

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TRAINING

wednesday Lenten Meal All parish clergy, staff, teachers, and volunteers
must participate in safe environment training per

eparchial mandate. This includes anyone who
works with children on the church campus or who
will volunteer at the Food Festival.

This Wednesday, March 26, is the next Lenten
meal and talk. We will begin with the Divine
Liturgy at 5:30 PM.

This week, we will participate in Biblical and . . L.
Spiritual trivia. Link to Safe Environment Training

All are invited to attend. Be sure to include St. Elias as your parish



https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&urlid=10C0F4DAAAC22AAF5C25-54628158-2025&useFullSite=true#/
https://eparchyofourladyoflebanon.cmgconnect.org/

St. Elias ’.Po[icy on Divine Liturgy Intentions

Dear Parishioners,
This is an update to the letter | shared on Monday regarding Mass intentions.

For pastoral reasons and to maintain greater flexibility in our liturgical schedule, we will be limiting daily
liturgies to one intention per Mass.

If someone calls to schedule a Mass that may conflict with a previously requested intention, we will reach
out to the person who originally scheduled it to coordinate appropriately.

Please note that this does not apply to weekend liturgies, as | previously mentioned. We will be following
the instructions mentioned in that letter.

If you are aware of a Mass intention that may require advanced planning, such as an anniversary,
memorial, special date, etc. please contact the parish office as soon as possible so we can do our best to
accommodate it.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

In Christ,
Fr. Elias

The Feast of the S,
Annunciation
March 25

Arguably the most important event in all of
human history, this Tuesday we celebrate the
feast of the Annunciation when the archangel
Gabriel was sent by God to announce the good
news that she would become the Virgin
Mother of the Son of God. Her “yes” to God,
began Christ’s incarnation, which was made
manifest to all the world on a wondrous night
nine months later.

To celebrate this important feast, the Church
grants a dispensation from all penitential acts of
fasting and abstinence and encourages the
faithful to rejoice in the Virgin Mary’s honor.

The liturgy on Monday, March 24, will be
moved to 5:30 PM to serve as a Vigil
celebration, so that those who are unable to
celebrate the liturgy on Tuesday may instead
celebrate it the night before.

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we
may be worthy of the promises of Christ. Icon written by: Fr. Abdo Badawi




24 Hours of Eucharistic Adoration

for the 2025 Jubilee of Hope

In celebration of the 2025 Jubilee of Hope, we will have
24 hours of Eucharistic adoration beginning on Friday,
March 28, after the 10 AM liturgy, which will continue
until 10 AM on Saturday, March 29.

Confessions Friday 6:00-7:00 PM
Stations of the Cross 7:00-8:00 PM
Security Present 10:00 PM - 6:00 AM

Sign up today
24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration Sign-Up Sheet



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fl1NUHGrVECjT7AF3SiMHUakPZiu3X7mZkR9NlyX8n4/edit?gid=1844550474#gid=1844550474

2025 Lenten Eparchial Appeal

Our yearly eparchial development appeal is now ongoing $16,000
and will continue throughout the season of Great Lent. $12,000

Regardless of individual giving, our parish will still be $8,000

responsible for making a $16,000 payment to our eparchy
at the end of the appeal’s duration, so any assistance in $4,000
off-setting that cost would be greatly appreciated.

$2,290.71 | $2,000

To make a donation specific to this cause, please include S0
a memo on checks to St. Elias that says “Eparchial
Appeal” or you may use the online giving portal using the 14.32%
category entitled “Eparchial Developmental Appeal”.

Feast of St. Rafqa
March 23

A remarkable model of patient suffering, St. Rafqa was born in Hemlaya,
Lebanon in 1832. She lived a joyful life until her mother, also Rafqa, died
when she was 7. A life of tribulation then began. Her father remarried, and
Rafqa’s stepmother wished for her to marry her brother, while Rafga’s aunt
was simultaneously pressing her to marry another cousin. In defiance of both
family pressures, she chose neither suitor and instead became a nun, entering
the convent of Our Lady of Deliverance in Bikfaya, where she studied and
eventually became a school teacher in Byblos. She eventually took her final
vows in the Lebanese Maronite Order in 1872.

She grew perpetually in prayer, and on a fateful day in October of 1885, she
made an unusual request of Jesus. She asked to share in His suffering, and
immediately, a severe pain came into her head and moved to her eyes. Likened
to a briar or a thorn of Christ’s earthly crown, the pain was so severe, that
Rafqa’s superior ordered that she seek medical treatment in Beirut. On the
way to Beirut, they encountered an American doctor who recommended
immediate surgery.

Icon written by: Fr. Abdo Badawi Rafqa refused anesthesia, and during the procedure, the doctor made a

mistake that caused her eye to emerge from its socket and fall onto the floor.
Rafqa did not complain, but instead blessed the doctor saying, “For Christ’s
From the Novena passion, God bless your hands, and may God repay you.” For the next 12

Prayer to St. Rafqa years, the pain endured.

In 1887, Rafga along with 5 others were sent to Jrabta to establish a new
convent. She continued to work there until 1899 when she went completely
blind and paralysis confined her to bed. Even confined, she worked daily
knitting socks. Sensing her end was near, Rafqa prayed to be able to see her
superior, Ursala, for only an hour, and Christ granted it. In 1914, four minutes
after receiving Last Rites, she died. She was canonized by Pope John Paul II in
2001. She is the patron of lost parents and of the sick.

We ask you, Saint Rafqa, to pour true joy
into our suffering world. Console the

sorrowful and instill in them happiness,
warmth, light, and life. Teach us to live as
children of faith through prayer so that our
lives may be filled always with the Divine
Presence.




SAINT ELIAS LEBANESE FOOD FESTIVAL PRESENTS THE 12TH ANNUAL

BENEFITTING

FOOD FOR
OUR JOURNEY,

CEDAR RUN 5K & CEDAR SHAKE FUN RUN

Saturday, April 26, 2025 at 8am

AWARDS - DJ - BALLOON ARTIST - FACE PAINT

The St. Elias community is the heart of this event!
Your support—whether you run, walk, cheer, volunteer,
sponsor, or even “sleep in”—helps make this race a
success. Every role makes a difference!

For more race info and registration:

For sponsorship or volunteer info contact Nicole Shirah at:

Food For Our Journey is a local, faith-based, non-
profit organization. It’s mission is to deliver meals to
the hungry, putting God’s love into action.



http://runsignup.com/Race/AL/BIrmingham/Cedar5K
mailto:nshirah@mac.com
http://www.foodforourjourney.org/

Jubilee Year Eparchial Pilgrimage

Rome & Sicily

Augtist 25- September4

10 Days - 9 Nights
Package includes:
e Stay at 4 Star Hotels

e Most Meals (breakfast,
lunch, and dinner)

e Visits to important sites
e English Speaking Guide

e Bus transportation
between sites & flights
from Rome to Sicily
(Palmero) and back to

FOR DOUBLE OCCUPANCY
PER PERSON

Additional $1,000 Supplement for —
Single Occupancy (Total $4,900) S

Flights to/from the United States to Rome
(FCO) Round Trip need to be booked
separately.

5 : Oy "I T, ‘: ' - A S . :"‘% ‘\?"‘ fdey ~“f.v: :..
O RESERVE YOUR SPOT CONTACT: ‘@gint

lvette Jackson: 323-336-3168
Jamileh Koury: 818-626-9193
Email: info@eparchy.org

$1,200 Deposit Required Per Person or
registration/space cannot be guaranteed

Full Pilgrimage amount due by May 31, 2025



anvcle
ONVENTIO

Q Hilton Hotel, Raleigh North Hills

July 3-6, 2025
Raleigh - NC

Hosted by Saint Sharbel Church

JUBILEE YEAR

THE MASSABKI
BROTHERS

Follow Us for More Details n

60th NAM Convention Key Functions and Highlights

Faith Ignited - Hope Renewed

EXCURSIONS & ACTIVITIES
St Sharbel Neighborhood (All Ages)

Enjoy the beautiful Falls of Neuse Dam, tucked
between lush forests and the serene waters of Falls
Lake. then continue to visit St. Sharbel church.

Guided Umstead Park Walk (All Ages)
For nature lovers, immerse yourself in the beauty of
Umstead Park on a guided walk through lush forests and
peaceful trails.

Raleigh Highlights (All Ages)
Tour The Cathedral of The Sacred Heart Of Jesus
& Explore Raleigh famous Sunflower fields.

The Museum Of Natural Science
(Youth & Kids)

The largest in the Southeast, with Dinosaurs,
fossils, butterfly conservatory, storm simulators,
and scientists in action.

After-Party Karaoke: Be the Star of NAM!
Enjoy Lebanese oldies, favorite hits, and on-demand
songs every night! Send us your requests, grab the mic,
and join the fun for an unforgettable sing-along
experience after the party!

Trolle¥ Pub (MYA)

An MYA favorite, the Raleigh Trolley Pub is a fun,
pedal-powered bar crawl through the city’s best
spots! Bring your friends, enjoy drinks, and explore
downtown in a unique, lively way. (Fri 3-5 PM

Theology On TAP (MYA)

Have a drink and dive deep into an exciting
discussion about our faith with our incredible Bishop
Elias Zaidan and Bishop Gregory Mansour!

Escape Room (MYA & MYO)
Available all convention long—grab friends, book a
slot, and test your skills in this thrilling experience.

Dance, Mobility & Wellness (All A%es)
Stay active with dance, fitness, and expert mobility
guidance for all ages. There’s something for everyone
to keep moving and feeling great!

Midnight Bite: Late-Night Cravings, Covered!
Keep the night going with delicious bites available for
order after party hours. Whether you're craving a snack
or ahflull meal, enjoy a late-night treat before calling it a
night!

Jubilee Year

Fun, Food & Friendship With
Father Boutros (MYA)

Catch up with old friends, make new ones, and
enjoy dinner with heartfelt conversations

Dinner & Icebreakers (All Ages)
By age groups, where we’'ll get to know each
other and our fellow convention-goers. The
perfect way to make connections.

MYO Lounge: Connect & Play
A space for MYO to Enjoy games, creating
friendships that will last beyond the convention.

Kids Zone (age 5 to 12)

Enjoy a mix of indoor and outdoor games, fun
activities, A perfect space for kids to play, explore,
and create unforgettable memories!

Board Games Lobby

Join friends or participate in a tournament with a
wide array of cards, backgammon, and board
games available at any time.

NAMConventio

S . A .
#...2  Pilgrimage of Faith - Renewal of Hope (All Ages?
&7 & We're blessed to have our NAM Convention in a Jubilee Year, so let’s make the journey
5 . . —L & leading up to it a pilgrimage of ignited faith and renewal of hope. As we prepare, we’ll
Opening Our Hearts: A Night of Adoration & Hymns me¥  reflect on the lives of saints like Saint Thérése of Lisieux, the Massabki Brothers, and

Starting our weekend with Adoration and sacred time of prayer, reflection,
and confession. Continue the evening with uplifting hymns and prayers,
bringing everyone together in song through our beloved sacred chants.

WORKSHOPS

AI-Powered Growth

Discover how to start and scale your business using modern tools,
especially Al. Explore beginner-friendly Al concepts, interactive
projects, and ethical strategies to leverage Al while staying true to

your Christian vocation.

Faithful Success

Achieve career and entrepreneurial success while staying true to
your faith and values. Learn how to thrive in this world with

future of holiness.

Carlo Acutis, showing that holiness is for everyone.
We'll collect images and stories to celebrate 60 years of heritage, setting the path for a

Stay tuned to our emails and social media for updates!

The Sanctity of Life and Marriage

We are created in God’s image, and every stage of life, from
conception to death, is sacred. This session explores the divine
value of life and the importance of marriage in the Church, where

vows are not only sacred but reflect our commitment to God’s love

and plan.

The Commission For Lebanon
A workshop focussing on the Church's stance regarding current
events in Lebanon.Who Are The Maronites, do you know?

purpose, integrity, and abundance—keeping your heart set on

heaven.

ENTERTAINMENT

DJ Gilbert

Enjoy a great mix of Arabic and American hit
songs the whole weekend as we dance the
nights away!

Friday Hafli .

Charbel Bassil & USA Special

Friday Night Hafli - Dress in your best traditional Lebanese
outfit, dance and dabke to the voice of Lebanese Singer
Charbel Bassil! We'll honor American Independence Day with
a special celebration, featuring vibrant sound and light
displays!

www.hamconvention.org

info@namconvention.org
@NAMCONVENTION

Saturday Gala Dinner .
Lebanese Star Hisham El Hajj

An unforgettable evening with Star Hisham El Hajj,
as he fills the night with his captivating music an
lively performances. Enjoy a night of elegance,
celebrlation, and entertainment at this exclusive
event!

#YallaRaleigh #NAMRaleigh #NAMConvention #NAM2025 #NAM25




Interested in SEMA
St. Elias Maronite

having your ad Adults

in the bulletin? A social and spiritual group

for adults 35 and older who
Contact are seeking to build lifelong

. friendships founded in . .
Frederick Pollman faith, service, and family. (Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Please sign up for 24-hour
F
or more Sign-Up Link To cﬁmatef[owersfor the Adoration using the link
information For questions contact: a[tar, Cotltfut abO\{e. V\r:e need our men to
Jackie Semaan LaVonne Williamson assist this Lenten Season.

info@stelias.org (205) 369-3448 205-936-9569 (;ontact: Maron Boohaker
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

n
w Joseph Stephens &
\, W Michael Stephens, Owners
e Plumbing and Gas
i NewEra

PLUMBING & GAS
PLUMBING SUPPLY Co.
SINCE 1968 205-208-0100

Carlo H. Joseph

Executive Vice President WHEN YOU NEED QUALITY AND RELIABILITY, CALL THE

205.365.4796 PROFESSIONALS- NEW ERA PLUMBING

www.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc. V & W Supply Co., Inc.
711 21% Avenue 1271 Old Hwy. 11
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 Trussville, AL 35235
PH: 205-758-8621 PH: 205-655~-0001
FAX: 205-758-4472 FAX: 205-661~9629

V & W Supply Co., Inc. V & W Supply, Co., Inc.
221 Industrial Park Dr. 3320 21 Ave. So.
Pelham, AL 35124 Birmingham, AL, 35222
PH: 205-663~1336 PH: 205-324-9521
FAX: 205-664-9555 FAX: 205-324-2943

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer
of our sacred liturgy
to birth in song

Central Air Solutions LLC We are a group of young adults
AL# 21138 +]+ : o5 of 18 anid 4
yetween the ages of 18 and 35

+ i+ looking to deepen our faith,
grow our friendship and serve
For more our communily.

information 3 N
. rm We @ould love to have you join us on
contact: the journey

Michael Harrison

Social: @saintelias.mya

Deacon Paul Bolus

T'o be added to the Whatsapp community,

please contact Maurice Semaan at (203)200-4481



mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
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