
FEBRUARY 23, 2025 | COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

Date Divine Liturgy Intention Saint of the Day

Sat. 2/22
5:00 PM

For the repose of Jamileh Nasr Yazbeck
requested by Chorbishop Richard Saad

Establishment of the Chair of 
St. Peter in Antioch

Sun 2/23
8:00 AM

For the repose of Jacob & Ida Butrus
requested by the Butrus Family Commemoration of the 

Faithful DepartedSun 2/23
10:30 AM

The 40-day memorial for Wadad Moutran Hobeica
requested by Paulette Boohaker & Family

Mon 2/24
10:00 AM

For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners St. Margaret, the Penitent

Tues 2/25
10:00 AM

For the intentions of the Holy Father, Pope Francis St. Felix II, Pope

Wed 2/26
10:00 AM

For the repose of Jamileh Nasr Yazbeck
requested by Gerry & Beverly Kimes

St. Porphyrius
& St. Alexander

Thurs 2/27
10:00 AM

For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners
St. Thalaleus

& St. Gregory of Narek

Fri 2/28
10:00 AM

For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners Sts. Koura & Marana

Sat. 3/1
5:00 PM

For the repose of Jamileh Nasr & Habib Youssef Yazbeck
requested by Abouna Elias Yazbeck

St. Domnina
& St. Eudokia of Baalbek

Sun 3/2
8:00 AM

For the intentions of all St. Elias parishioners Sunday of the Entrance 
into Great Lent 

(The Miracle at Cana) 
& the Feast of St. John Maron

Sun 3/2
10:30 AM

For the ordination of Subdeacon Peter Paul Bolus
to the Diaconate

Follow us on Social Media:

Reverend Elias Yazbeck, Pastor, pastor@stelias.org 
Frederick J. Pollman, Office Manager, info@stelias.org 
Confessions:  4-5 PM Saturday or by appointment

“If  they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if  someone 

should rise from the dead.” Luke 16: 31
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Sunday Readings

Ezek. 37: 1-10; 1 Thes 5: 1-11; Lk 16: 19-31

Liturgy Lector Altar Servers

5:00 PM
Valerie 
Wepfer

Ben Dahle
Ryder Travis

Jackson Travis

8:00 AM
Victoria 

Bolus

JoJo Whitt
Robert Dean
Peter Bassil

10:30 AM John Parker
Aliyah Toner

Ariana Tombrello
Nicholas Boackle

CONTRIBUTIONS – February 16, 2025
General Fund: $3,532.39

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.  
A link is also available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

 You can schedule it once and you are done.  

Nevrik Bahakel, Jeff Bishop, Joe Boackle, Naomi Kassouf, 

Paul Michael, Sherry McFarland, Jonny Pharo, Sr., 

Hafil Showoul, Zachary Stewart, Donald Taccone, 

David Tanory, Dot Wehby, Susan Wehby, Shereen Zaidan

Call the church office or email 

info@stelias.org to be added to our list.

Deacon Mark Ferris & Deacon James Wehby
Subdeacon Paul Bolus & Subdeacon Danny Bostany

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus

ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATIONS
St. Elias Choir

• Sunday, Mar. 2 – Rehearsal at 9 AM before the ordination

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Sunday, Feb. 23 – Classes at 9:20 AM

Maronite Youth Organization (MYO)
• Sunday, Feb. 23 – Breakfast following the 8 AM liturgy
• Sunday, Mar. 2 – “Fat Sunday” – 3 PM – Bring a dessert!

Maronite Young Adults (MYA)
• Saturday, Feb. 27 – Theology Talk in the Admin Building

Help us prepare for the 2025 festival!

Festival Dancing

Our first practice is this Sunday, Feb. 23, following 
MCF classes. Meet in the Church hall. 

National MYO Conference 2025
Registration to the “Arkitect” 2025 National 2025 Maronite 

Youth Organization Conference is currently open

La Roche University in Pittsburgh, PA
Monday, June 23 to Saturday, June 28 

Click here for more details.

Second Collection: Caritas Lebanon
This weekend, Feb. 22-23, there will be a second collection 

for Caritas Lebanon, which provides economic development, 

health and social care, education, and crisis intervention to the 

poor and needy of Lebanon. Please note: if you use donation 

envelopes, this collection is a week earlier than marked.

Episcopal Visit & 

the Order of St. Sharbel

Our bishop, his excellency A. Elias Zaidan, will be arriving at 

our parish on Friday, Feb. 28, and will be the principal 

celebrant at all the weekend liturgies.

At the luncheon following the 10:30 liturgy, his excellency 

will bestow the Silver Massabki and Faith of the Mountain 

NAM awards to our parishioners.

Ash Monday

March 3, 2025

10:00 AM - Liturgy with the Distribution of Ashes

6:00 PM - Liturgy with the Distribution of Ashes

*Mandatory day of fasting and abstinence

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:https://www.maroniteyouth.org/2025nationals/


Summary of the St. Elias Pastoral Council
February 10, 2025

The St. Elias pastoral council met last Monday for their monthly meeting. Below is a brief summary of what 
was discussed.

The status of landscaping and lawn care for the church campus and rectory was first discussed. A new 
company that is more cost-effective now has the church’s business. Plans for flowers are ongoing.

The rental houses were discussed next including needed repairs and maintenance regarding the roofs, 
floors, sheetrock, painting, and smoke detectors. Charitable donations may become necessary for these 
repairs to be completed.

Because of the large scope of these repairs, a new committee was formed to oversee them. They shall 
coordinate with Abouna Elias with frequent updates to ensure good communication and will meet with him 
in person once a month.

For the ordination of Subdeacon Paul, the Ladies Altar Society (LAS) will serve to coordinate the meal 
following the ordination. The LAS met with Abouna on Friday to finalize plans. A plan for the bishop to meet 
with the MYO and Jr. MYO on Saturday, Mar. 1, at 3:30 PM was also discussed but not confirmed.

Council elections will be held in November 2025. Candidates must notify the parish 90 days before the 
election (date to be determined) to be eligible. An election committee will be formed at the next meeting.

Plans for additional security cameras may be made pending a family donating for their specific purchase.

Plans for the summary of the council’s meeting were affirmed to be in the bulletin.

An update regarding the columbarium followed next; plans are proceeding with the bishop’s approval.

Abouna will give guidance on liturgical celebrations for Lent at a future time, but the regular Lenten 
programming will continue.

Attendance for the annual parish meeting was noted as low.

The success of the St. Maron Hafli and Grand Banquet was discussed along with proposals for next year 
including serving alcohol, a raffle, a live auction, earlier RSVPs/ Save the Date, and Boston butts sales. The 
sale of tickets after liturgies was greatly appreciated by parishioners.

Safety training for Minors must be completed by all in leadership; however, the council awaits the bishop 
regarding how expansive the list of leaders should include.

Grant applications were next discussed. Final ideas on what to apply for are ongoing.

Link to the February 21, 2025 

Edition available

Click Here

https://www.maronitevoice.org/blog/2025/2/21/2025-i




Charity Committee News

Food Drive Instructions

• Throughout the month of March,  please 
bring items and put them in the boxes 
located in the Church Hall.

 Volunteer Opportunities this Year

• On the 2nd Friday of each month, 
volunteer at the Community 
Foodbank of Central Alabama

• March 2025 thru December 2025 

• Beginning Friday, Mar. 14, 2025, 
 1:00-3:00 pm. 

• Meet for lunch at 11:30, location TBD

• Sign up at https://vhub.at/HTNQCK and let Diane Wehby know if you plan to join on that 
day.  Phone: 205-612-2234  E-mail: diane.wehby@gmail.com 

• Volunteers will see how food goes from donation to delivery by helping to sort and 
inspect donated food items, preparing the sorted product for partner agencies, and 
assembling food boxes for Mobile Pantry & Family Market programs

Remain Vigilant Against Potential Fraud

We have been made aware of scammers who use names from our bulletin 

or flyers to impersonate me, Fr. Elias, and send fraudulent messages asking 

for help or financial assistance. Please be advised: I will never request help, 

money, or assistance via text message or email.

If you receive any suspicious messages claiming to be from me, do not 

respond and report them immediately. Legal actions will be taken against 

those engaging in such fraudulent activities. Your safety and privacy are 

important to us—stay vigilant and cautious.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the parish office 

directly.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

In Christ,

Abouna Elias

https://vhub.at/HTNQCK
mailto:diane.wehby@gmail.com


http://runsignup.com/Race/AL/BIrmingham/Cedar5K
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Interested in 
having your ad 
in the bulletin?

Contact
Frederick Pollman

For more 
information

info@stelias.org

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action 
For St. Elias and the 

Community.

Contact: Maron Boohaker 
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

205-208-0100

205.365.4796

Joseph Stephens & 

Michael Stephens, Owners

Plumbing and Gas

Carlo H. Joseph

Executive Vice President

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

221 Industrial Park Dr. 

Pelham, AL  35124 

PH:   205-663-1336 

FAX: 205-664-9555 

www.vwsupply.com

V & W Supply Co., Inc. 

1271 Old Hwy. 11 

Trussville, AL  35235 

PH:   205-655-0001 

FAX: 205-661-9629 

V & W Supply, Co., Inc.

3320 2nd Ave. So.

Birmingham, AL  35222

PH:   205-324-9521

FAX: 205-324-2943

V & W Supply Co., Inc.

711 21st Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL  35401

PH:   205-758-8621

FAX: 205-758-4472

SEMA

St. Elias Maronite 

Adults

A social and spiritual group 
for adults 35 and older who 
are seeking to build lifelong 

friendships founded in 
faith, service, and family. 

Sign-Up Link

For questions contact: 
Jackie Semaan 
(205) 369-3448

To donate flowers for the 
altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

St. Elias Choir

Bringing the prayer 
of our sacred liturgy 

to birth in song

For more 
information 

contact:

Michael Harrison

Subdeacon Paul 
Bolus

mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd0cKLzhi3Tfsiwr1Lskf9tM89EtWbs5wfCLAn6FKu_GJSIMA/viewform
mailto:m2harrison@icloud.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
mailto:pbolus40@gmail.com
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