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READINGS
Old Testament: Malachi 2:1, 5-9
New Testament: 1 Timothy 4:6-16
Gospel: Luke 12:42-48
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WEEKEND INTENTIONS
JANUARY 28-29, 2023

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Mike Gray (by Paul and Theresa Bolus)
Abdallah and Nazha Boohaker (by the family)
Mitzi Wehby – 40 Days (by the family)

https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal @steliasbhamalFollow us on Social Media:

January 29, 2023
Commemoration of the Priests

Lectors & Altar Servers – January 28 – 29, 2023

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM:   Sunday, 10:30 AM:
LECTORS Valerie Wepfer Joe Wehby Matthew Bolus

SERVERS 1. Anthony Mezrano 1. Robert Dean 1. Elias Marinelli
2. Michael Mezrano 2. Mitchell Lawrence 2. Anna Maria Bachawati

7 Have nothing to do with profane 
myths and old wives’ tales. Train 
yourself in godliness, 8 for, while 
physical training is of some value, 
godliness is valuable in every way, 
holding promise for both the present 
life and the life to come.

1 Timothy 4:7-8

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:pjeanmaroun@live.com
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://instagram.com/steliasbhamal?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=


CONTRIBUTIONS:
January 22, 2023 

General Fund: $5,894.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also 

available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
Please take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this 
convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon 

Relief. You can schedule it once and you are done.  

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick

Zafira Joseph, Louis Josof,  Louise Josof,  
Naomi Kassouf, Helen Phipps, Selema Rookis,

Don Stewart,  Donald Taccone

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick 
unless they specifically request to be on the Sick List.  
Call the church office or email rosamarie@stelias.org

to be added to  our list.

Monday 12:00 Noon:

Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday, 10:00 AM:
Thursday 12:00 Noon:
Friday 12:00 Noon:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of January 30 – February 5, 2023

(NOTE:  V indicates intention is for the repose of a soul)

Elie Bakhache – 9 Day (brother of Renee Bahakel – died in Lebanon)  
(by Izas and Renee Bahakel and family)

For the success of Selema Rookis’ surgery (by her family)
Mitzi Wehby (by the Ladies’ Altar Society)
Khalil Ghossein (by Maggie Boohaker)
Emile T. Khoury – 9 Day (by his family)
Amal Barroody – Anniversary (by Malek Barroody and family)
Mr. & Mrs. S.G. Shaia (by Leo and Jacque Shaia)
Anna Boackle Smith – 9 Day (by her family)

Lectors & Altar Servers – February 4-5, 2023

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM:   Sunday, 10:30 AM:
LECTORS Danny Bostany Joe Wehby Maron Boohaker

SERVERS 1. Aliyah Toner 1. Robert Dean 1. Nevaeh Tombrello
2. Ben Dahle 2. Elias Marinelli 2. Elias Bouakar

3. Nicholas Boackle

PARISH-WIDE BIBLE 
STUDY

7:00 PM WEDNESDAY
In Person: St. Elias Hall
Zoom Link: CLICK HERE

We are happy to announce the

Banns of Marriage for the 

Third Time for

Michael Duvall and
Reilly Cuccinelli

Sympathy is extended to Renee Bahakel and her 
family  on the death of her brother,
Mr. Elie Bakhache, who died Saturday, 
January 21, 2023 in Zahle, Lebanon.  
“Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon him.”
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Rev. Mobaarek Bellama

Rev. Joseph Koury

Rev. George Aziz

Rev. Joseph Ganem

Rev. Joseph Shebayah

Rev. Joseph Shaboth

Rev. Paul Rizk

Rev. Joseph Yazbek

Chorbishop Joseph Abi Chedid

Msgr. John Trad

Rev. Maron Abi-Nader

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon them.

Commemoration of the Priests
Deceased Priests of St. Elias

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
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mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82136303624


From Abouna Peter

Our Faith is Meaningful
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Some people who have heard me give my vocation story have heard me explain about the low point I had in my 
faith when I was in high school. I believe my faith decreased because I had a lot of questions that I was not 
proactive in answering. One of the questions that I would ask myself was, "How do I know that I happen to 
believe in the right religion?"

This was a big question for me for a number of reasons. First of all, I am a cradle Catholic. Being born into the 
faith, I had to be real about the fact that it would be a pretty big coincidence if I just happened to be born into 
the true faith. There are a lot of religions out there. Was I to assume that I just happened to be born into the 
one that was true? Additionally, living in a diverse city like Portland, Oregon and attending a public school, I was 
exposed to all sorts of different faiths and creeds. From an early age I was keenly aware that Catholicism is only 
one of many different religions. Who is to say it's the true one?

Studying philosophy helped gain a powerful answer to this question. I came to realize that there are really only 
two ways to look at the world. The world may either be meaningful, or meaningless. It can either be full of truth 
and beauty and fulfillment, or it can be a tragic, absurd place where none of our desires can ever be fulfilled. 
Philosophers try to reason about which of these two worldviews is the real one, but I discovered a shortcut. The 
bottom line is, there is no reason we should not choose to believe the world is meaningful, because that is the 
only way we can be truly happy. If we choose to believe the world is meaningful, we have a shot at experiencing 
real happiness. If we choose to believe the world is meaningless, we lose our shot at happiness from the start.

So I made a commitment to believe the most meaningful worldview possible. That would involve believing in 
the most meaningful religion possible. I asked myself, "Is that Catholicism?"

To this day, I cannot find a religion that is more meaningful than our Catholic faith. I cannot even make up a 
religion that is more meaningful. Consider these points:

• Only Catholicism declares that a human being can receive God's nature and become like Him. God is the 
greatest possible thing. If humans can be like God, then we cannot have a greater source of confidence or 
a greater source of dignity.

• Only Catholicism says that a transcendent God became incarnate. If one of the Greek gods of old had 
become incarnate, it wouldn't be that big of a deal because they are not fully transcendent or all-
powerful. Only in Christianity does an all powerful, transcendent God who is beyond all of creation, also 
become close, intimate and near to us.

• Only in Catholicism is God love. We wouldn't want God to be anything else. You can feel the world 
becoming less meaningful if we say that God is power, or God is ice-cream or something like that. If God is 
love, then God cares about us, is merciful to us, and helps us become all that we can be.

So I firmly committed to my faith because I came to realize that it is as meaningful as it can possibly be. What 
about you? What do you find in our faith that is most meaningful?



ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir, 

please contact Michael Harrison 
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• No events planned this week.

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• Lebanese and American breakfast at 9:00 AM 

in the Church Hall.
• MYO Progressive Dinner January 22, 2023. 

Check your email for more information.

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Classes Sunday at 9:20 AM. 

First Penance/First Communion Preparation
• Sunday, 9:25 AM Faith of the Mountain Chap. 12

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• Liturgy, Thursday, at 6:00 PM in Church.
• Adoration, 6:00 PM Friday, 2/3/23
• Weekly Bible Study, Thursday, 7:00 PM

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.

Ladies’ Altar Society
• No events planned this week.

Pastoral Council
• No events planned this week.

The St. Maron Banquet will be held on Saturday, February 11th. 
Ticket Prices:
Adults - $25

Children - $15*
There are three ways to pay:

1. CLICK HERE to access the online option
2. Mail your check to the church office
3. Put them in the weekend collection

FIRST PENANCE
Friday, February 10, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

We will have an altar server 
practice this Saturday, 
January 28th at 3:30 in the 
church. Please try to make 
it.                   --Paul Bolus
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The MYA will have Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament beginning at 6:00 PM on Friday, 
February 3rd. A dinner has been tentatively 
planned after Adoration.

Our guest speaker is Chief Justice William Pryor. He has 
agreed to take questions from parishioners. We would like 
for questions to be submitted ahead of time but he will also 
take questions from the audience as time permits. Questions 
submitted in advance will be given priority. Chief Justice 
Pryor is a member of Saint Paul’s Cathedral.

Questions could include, for example, issues he encounters In 
his role as Chief Justice of the Eleventh Circuit, such as: 

1. Does your Catholic faith play a role in your job?
2. What types of cases do you hear?
3. How did you get to be Chief Judge?
4. What is the hardest part of your job?
5. What is the one thing you would change about our 

Justice system if you could, etc.

Please submit any questions you would like for Chief Judge 
Pryor to answer to Rosa Marie rosamarie@stelias.org
no later than Wednesday, February 8th.

COMPLETE PASTORAL COUNCIL LIST

Abouna Peter has appointed three members to the 
Pastoral Council, so the Council is  now complete.  
The elected members are:

Harrison Adams
Andrea Boohaker Dean

Gina Henley
Samia Michael
Jackie Semaan 
Phillip Wehby

The appointed members are:
Abe Boackle

Jimmy Mezrano
Norman Bolus

Please congratulate these members and pray for 
them as they work for the good of St. Elias.

mailto:harmichael1992@icloud.com
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
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The latest exhibit at Vulcan Park, entitled “Birmingham’s Early Middle 

Eastern Community: Celebrating Life and Liturgy” opened to rave 
reviews on Thursday evening (January 26th) with Lebanese and Palestinian 
food and a wonderful display of the Middle Eastern culture that has 
helped shape Birmingham.

The St. Elias committee members: Abouna Peter Zogbi, Gary Bostany, 
Richard Kassouf, Beverly Kimes, Jeanette Wyrick, and LaVonne Williamson 
all did such a wonderful job of gathering historic pictures and artifacts for 
the exhibit. Many thanks to them for a job well-done!

The exhibit will remain at Vulcan for one year. Please make time to go see 
it and learn how people you know and love helped make Birmingham the 
great city it is today.

Greetings all,

Concerning the proposed trip to Lebanon in July, Father Marwan Ghanem, pastor 

of St. Elias Church Wadi El Arayesh, and I are gathering information for the trip. 

The trip will take place from July 17th to the 27th. This will give us the opportunity 

to experience the celebration of the feast of St. Elias in Zahle, and the celebration 

of the feast of St. Sharbel on his feast day at his tomb. We will stay in Zahle, but 

will have the opportunity to tour many of best sites in Lebanon. Father Marwan has 

also generously offered to provide security for our travels. If you are interested in 

coming, please fill out this survey to register. Note that we are still assessing our 

capacity and if we cannot accommodate everyone, TRAVELERS WILL BE ADDED 

ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS according to who fills out this survey. 

At this time, be sure to make sure your American passport is up to date. If you 

have a Lebanese ID it will be useful on the trip as well.

Please fill out the form found at the following button if you would like to sign up for 

this trip.
LEBANON TRIP

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyrWIpsvpVC07npIdX1vBPJTGfFlKwq5eQ6H1Ca8fiJDdH6g/viewform?usp=sf_link


Plans are under way for our 25th Silver Anniversary Celebration 
Lebanese Food and Cultural Festival to be   held Friday,  April 21, 
and Saturday, April 22, 2023 from 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM each day.  
We will also be hosting our 10th Annual St. Elias Cedar Run 5K 
and Cedar Shake Fun Run scheduled for Saturday, April 22, 2023 
at 8:00 AM for the 5K and 9:00 AM for the Fun Run. Be sure to 
register for the race at cedarrun5k.com. Proceeds from the race 
this year will benefit local charity Just Keep Smiling.

Be sure to come and bring your family and friends to help us at 
our next cooking session on Saturday, January 28th , 2023 in 
the Church Hall at 9AM until we finish. Lunch will be provided 
for all who come. No experiences are necessary-come and learn 
to make delicious spinach pies.

25th ANNUAL FESTIVAL – COOKING SCHEDULE

Saturday, 1/14/23 – Spinach Pies
Saturday, 1/21/23 – Spinach Pies

Saturday, 1/28/23 – Spinach Pies
Thursday, 2/9/23 – Meat Pies
Saturday, 2/25/23 – Meat Pies
Saturday, 3/4/23 – Grape Leaves
Saturday, 3/11/23 – Grape Leaves
Saturday, 3/25/23- Kaak
Saturday, 4/1/23 – Festival Set-Up
Saturday, 4/15/23 – Festival Set-Up
Mon-Thurs, 4/17 – 4/20 – Work Days

FESTIVAL – APRIL 21 & 22, 2023
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FESTIVAL DANCERS
If you are interested in dancing at the 
Food Festival in April, please contact:

Theresa Garnem
Cell:  205-567-2980
Home: 205-967-9299



2110 Redwood Pl., Canfield, OH 44406 - (914)964-3070, info@namnews.org, www.namnews.org

National Apostolate of Maronites

Official Lay Apostolate of

Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklyn

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon

CONTEST OPTIONS

There are two (2) options for the Vocations Awareness Contest: either poster or essay.

POSTER OPTION: ESSAY OPTION:

K-1 Draw the story of the Coming of the Holy Spirit

(Acts of the Apostles, 2:1-12)

K-1 In your own words, write a short paragraph
telling us what you liked about the story of the

Coming of the Holy Spirit.
2-3 Draw the story of the Healing of the Blind Man

(John 9:1-2).

2-3 In your own words, write your thoughts about
Jesus’ healing of the blind man (not to exceed 50

words).
4-6 Draw the story of the Miracle at the Marriage

Feast at Cana (John 2:1-11).

4-6 In your own words, write your thoughts about

the story of Jesus changing water into wine at
the Marriage Feast at Cana (not to exceed 100

words).
7-9 Draw the story of the Good Samari

11:25-37).
tan (Luke 7-9 Analyze the importance of the story of the Good

Samaritan (not to exceed 500 words).
10-12 Draw the story of the Walk to Emmaus (Luke

26:13-34).

10-12 What does the story of Jesus ’ and the disciples

walk to Emmaus mean to you (not to exceed

1,000 words).

’

CONTEST GUIDELINES

1)  All entries must be the original work of the entrant.  Any entries that are noticeably not the work of the individual

student will be disqualified.

2)  Each student may enter only ONE category.

3) NO GROUP entries.  This is an individual student competition.

4) Each parish may submit up to three (3) entries per category/grade level.

5) POSTERS MUST BE on 14 x 22 Poster Board Paper.  Any other paper format will be disqualified.

6) Entries must be clearly marked, on the back, and grouped by age group with a paper clip or divider.

7) Individual participants can mail in their own entries but must indicate parish affiliation and city and state. 

8) All entries must have the student’s name, address, parish name, grade level and age (CLEARLY WRITTEN OR TYPED.)

9) All entries must be post marked by May 15, 2023, and mailed to:
Regina Aune – NAM Vocation Contest Chairperson

10718 Buck Park

San Antonio TX 78245-3451

10)  Any questions can be emailed to:  reginaaune@gmail.com

Judges: The judging will be done by a team of volunteer professionals with educational, theological and technical

backgrounds.  All decisions of the judging team are considered final.  All winning entries will be featured at the upcoming
NAM convention.

Prizes: (1 per grade per category):  1st Place:  $100 2nd Place:  $75 3rd Place:  $50
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OUR LADY OF SORROWS CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic School is inviting new 
students and their families to personally meet their
outstanding teachers and staff, tour their accredited 
school, and discover their faith-enriched community of 
learning and service by attending the school’s Open 
House on Sunday, January 29th, between 2-4 p.m. This is 
a great opportunity to find out how you can empower 
your child’s future with an affordable Catholic education! 

Applications are now available online at olsschool.com. If 
you were placed on a waiting list from last year, you must 
re-apply for 2023. For more information, please call the
school office.

-or-
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MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker at
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Please obey the handicap 
parking rules. Some of our 

parishioners really need 
those spaces.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the Lord and 

love having a good time. If you’re interested, 
contact 

Jackie Semaan at Jackie@semaanrealty.com or call 
Rosa-Marie at 205-251-5057.
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Facebook: 
https://facebook.com/stel

iasbhamal

Instagram:  
@steliasbhamal

To place an ad in the 
bulletin
contact

Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

This Photo by Unknown Athor is licensed under CC BY-ND

vwplumbingsupply.com

Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
https://journals.sbmu.ac.ir/smsj/article/view/30742
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
mailto:Jackie@semaanrealty.com
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:The_History_of_Costume_by_Braun_%26_Schneider
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://www/instagram.com/steliasbhamal
mailto:jmezjr@me.com
http://theconversation.com/can-journalism-graduates-get-jobs-3457
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
http://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/
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