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READINGS
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 1:9-11; 19b-23
New Testament: Galatians 4:21-5:1
Gospel: Luke 1:57-66
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Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

WEEKEND INTENTIONS
DECEMBER 3 - 4, 2022

Oscar Wehby, Vincent Salvaggio, Lovie Salvaggio & Steve Walker (by the family)
Michael Gray (by John and Teresa Yow)
Izez and Regina Mezrano (by the family)

https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal @steliasbhamalFollow us on Social Media:

December 3 - 4, 2022
Birth of John the Baptist

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

57 When the time arrived for Elizabeth 
to have her child she gave birth to a 
son.  58 Her neighbors and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown his 
great mercy toward her, and they 
rejoiced with her.
59 When they came on the eighth day to 
circumcise the child, they were going 
to call him Zechariah after his father,  
60 but his mother said in reply, “No. He 
will be called John.”

Luke 1:57-60

Lectors & Altar Servers – December 3 - 4, 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM:     Sunday, 10:30 AM:
LECTORS Anthony Bolus Gary Boackle Maurice Semaan

SERVERS 1. Aliyah Toner 1. Robert Dean 1. Nevaeh Tombrello 
2. Ben Dahle 2. Elias Marinelli 2. Elias Bouakar

3. Nicholas Boackle

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:pjeanmaroun@live.com
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
https://facebook.com/steliasbhamal
https://instagram.com/steliasbhamal?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
http://www.discerninghearts.com/catholic-podcasts/the-benedictus-luke-168-79-audio-mp3-prayer-and-text/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


CONTRIBUTIONS:
November 27, 2022 

General Fund: $3,929.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link
is also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes
now and sign up for this convenient way to give to
St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can
schedule it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick

Zafira Joseph, Louis Josof,  Louise Josof,  
Naomi Kassouf, Helen Phipps,  Don Stewart, 

Donald Taccone, Mitzi Wehby

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick 
unless they specifically request to be on the Sick 

List.  Call the church office or email 
rosamarie@stelias.org to be added to our prayer 

list.

Monday 12:00 Noon:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday, 12:00 Noon:
Wednesday, 6:00 PM Vigil:
Thursday 12:00 Noon:
Friday 12:00 Noon:

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of December 5 - 11, 2022

(NOTE:  V indicates intention is for the repose of a soul)

Mike Gray (by LaVonne Williamson)
Sami Harika (by Adel and Nawal Harika)
Peter Ibrahim (by Abouna Peter)
Youssef and Farede Harika (by the Harika family)
Cecilia Deep Stephens (by Selema Rookis)
Sam and Lily Boackle, Charles Boackle, Naim Boackle, Sadie Joseph, 

and Regina Azar (by Helen Phipps)
Evelyn Habeeb (by the family)
Linda Habshey Roton (by Zafira Joseph)
Special Intention

Lectors & Altar Servers – December 7 - 8, 2022 (Feast of the Immaculate Conception)

LECTOR SERVER SERVER 
Wednesday, 6:00 PM: Danny Bostany Aliyah Toner Nevaeh Tombrello 
Thursday, 12:00 NOON: Joe Harrison NEED VOLUNTEER NEED VOLUNTEER

Lectors & Altar Servers – December 10 - 11, 2022 (Feast of the Immaculate Conception)

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM:     Sunday, 10:30 AM:
LECTORS Steven Mezrano Jim Mezrano Christian Wehby

SERVERS 1. Anthony Mezrano 1. Sophia Marinelli 1. Anna Maria Bachawati
2. Michael Mezrano 2. Mitchell Lawrence 2. Nevaeh Tombrello
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Second Collection this week 
is for the 

Maronite Patriarchal Charities.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
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The Thought of God

From Abouna Peter

When you think about God, what do you feel? The thought of God can elicit all kinds of emotions, wonder, joy, 
repentance, and the list goes on. Every liturgical season seems to emphasize a different experience of God. Lent 
is very focused on repentance. Easter seems to be focused a lot on joy. What about Christmas? Christmas seems 
to be focused on that first experience: wonder.

For one thing, the value of beauty receives a special emphasis around Christmas time. Just look at all of the 
amazing decorations that go up: from Christmas trees, to lights, to the poinsettias that are going to cover our 
altar in about a month or so. Decorating our world and making it beautiful encourages us to wonder at God who 
is Beauty Itself.

What can we do this Christmas to wonder at God? One of the doctrines of our faith that the Church Fathers 
wondered at the most was the incarnation. It is amazing that God could be all powerful and also a baby at the 
same time. The problem is, it's hard to think of both of these extremes at once. We do fine thinking of God as all-
powerful, or thinking of God as a baby, but thinking of Him as both? That's a challenge. If we can manage to do 
that even a little bit, the result is a sense of wonder at how amazing God is for allowing Himself to become so 
small. To help us wonder at God this Christmas, consider trying the following exercise.

Step 1: Think of something very large and beautiful that you have been amazed at before. Some of us may have 
had that experience on the Alabama coast looking at the vast expanse of the ocean. I have experienced that 
sense of wonder at the top of various mountains looking out at the breathtaking view that was before me. 
Whatever it is, make sure it's an experience of you marveling at something big.

Step 2: Imagine God making whatever it is you are admiring. You can get creative with this part. If it's the ocean, 
imagine God's giant hand tipping an enormous pitcher of saltwater over the ocean floor. From the mountain top, I 
imagine God creating the landscape that I am viewing as if it were clay and He molded it from heaven with 
enormous hands.

Step 3: Imagine that same God choosing to become a baby. Up until this point we have been trying to wrap our 
heads around how powerful God is. Only an all-powerful being could create the things we described. Now we 
want to abruptly shift to imagining that same powerful being as a weak infant. If there is an infant in your family, 
you can try holding the baby and considering that Jesus was just like that baby. Try to go back and forth between 
thinking of God's mighty deeds, and thinking of Him as a baby until you process even for a moment, that both are 
true at the same time. The moment you have that breakthrough, you'll experience a profound sense of wonder. It 
may only be for a moment the first time, but if you practice at this, you, like the church fathers, can have an 
experience of the transcendent beauty of God.



ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir, please 

contact Michael Harrison 
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• Angel Tree Distribution of Gifts, 8:00 AM, Saturday, 

Dec. 17th followed by breakfast in Parish Hall.

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• Lebanese and American breakfast at 9:00 AM in 

the Church Hall.

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Classes Sunday at 9:20 AM. 
• Confessions for Grades 3 & 4 – December 11th at 

9:30 AM

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• Liturgy, Thursday, at 6:00 PM in Church.
• Weekly Bible Study, Thursday, 7:00 PM

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.
• Sunday, December 11th, Christmas Under the Lights 

at the Ave Maria Grotto, Cullman, AL.  See details 
below.

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• Christmas Dinner and Bingo, Friday, December 2, 

at 6:00 PM in Church Hall.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
• No event scheduled this week.

St. Elias Maronite Church Page 4

MYO HAYRIDE and BONFIRE

The MYO Hayride & Bonfire is scheduled for December 4th at 
the Joseph Farm.  We will meet at the Summit Barnes & Noble 
time to be determined. We will carpool from there.

We thank the Josephs for their generous offer of hospitality each 
year and we want as many MYO members as possible to join us. If 
you are interested in being a chaperone, please contact Danielle 
Chbeir or Petra Harika as soon as possible.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

We are happy to announce the

Banns of Marriage for the 

Third Time for

Mario LaRussa and
Amy Sharble

MMSE EVENT AT AVE MARIA GROTTO
The Maronite Men of St. Elias invite you to join us 
Sunday night, December 11th for Christmas Under 
the Lights at the Ave Maria Grotto in Cullman, 
AL. The caravan will leave the church parking lot 
at 3:45 and the presentation starts at 5:00 pm.  
Refreshments will be available on the grounds.

RSVP to Rosa-Marie by Friday, December 9th.

December 4, 2022

Please take an angel from our Angel Tree and
purchase a gift to help make a child’s Christmas
happier. Gifts are to be brought back to the church
the weekend of December 10th and 11th. All packages
are to be bundled together and UNWRAPPED WITH
THE ANGEL ATTACHED. Gifts can be placed at the
front of the church to the left of the altar on the step.
Thank you in advance for supporting the Jr. MYO
Angel Tree Project!!

The flowers on the altar
were lovingly donated in memory of

Izes and Regina Mezrano
by their family

mailto:harmichael1992@icloud.com
https://freepngimg.com/png/96161-lohri-flame-fire-campfire-for-happy-drawing
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Prayer for the Special Synod for the Woman

Holy Father,
Who poured your love into our hearts,
With You, we set out with love, joy and hope,
And we place within Your hands the journey of the 
Special Synod for the Woman.
Bless it, that it may be a time of grace and holiness,
And grant us to be mindful of Your Will in our lives
So that we may embody it faithfully through our 
presence and commitment in the Church and society, 
in Lebanon and throughout the world.

Lord Jesus,
You who through Your incarnation from the 
Virgin Mary, have restored our filiation and dignity,
Grant us, through our synodal journey,
to discover the depth of our calling
and to hear You sending us again to our 
brothers and sisters, so that we may spread 
Your Gospel through our words and actions.

Holy Spirit,
Gift of the Father and of the Son,
Guide us toward the fullness of truth and the 
Perfection of love, and accompany us on our 
synodal journey.  Strengthen us, in our unity, 
so that we may work  together,  in all parishes and 
dioceses, to live this Synod in a prayerful spirit, 
and discernment and communal decisions.

Virgin Mary, our Mother and Intercessor,
Walk before us so that we may learn from you 
to trust in the grace of God, and to rely on Him 
with the openness of the heart and mind.
Bless our efforts to work together for the good 
of each and every person, and teach us how to follow 
the path that connects us with all our partners
in the upbuilding of the Church, and society. Amen.

December 4, 2022

Ladies Altar Society elected new officers for 2023

o Beverly Kimes – President

o Sonia Garnem – Vice President

o Sandra Bolus – Secretary 

o Janice Toner – Treasurer

VISITING PRIEST

Father Marwan Ghanem, the Pastor of Saint Elias in Wadi Al Arayesh, will visit 

us December 2nd thru 4th.  Father Ghanem will plan to join the Ladies Altar 

Society for their holiday party. He will also be available between the liturgies on 

Sunday, December 4th at the MYO breakfast for all to visit him.

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE
The Charity Committee of the Phoenician 
Club is hosting a food drive for the 
Community Food Bank of Central Alabama 
(107 Walter Davis Drive, Birmingham, AL). A 
container will be set up by the south side 
entrance of the Hall to collect 
non-perishable food 
items in preparation for 
the Holiday Food Drive. 
All donations are 
appreciated to help 
people have food for 
the upcoming holidays.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://portlandwiki.org/Thank_You_Portland!_OP_Oregon_Food_Bank_Food-Drive_12_14_11
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA
I would like a poinsettia placed on the altar at Christmas (PLEASE PRINT  PLAINLY)

Poinsettias are $15.00 each and can be purchased by sending a check payable to 
St. Elias Church to the Church Office, Attn: Rosa-Marie; or by clicking on 
Christmas Poinsettias on the Donate page on our website; or by contacting 
LaVonne Williamson @205-936-9569. Please order by December 16, 2022.

(Church mailing address: 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, AL 35205)

IN HONOR OF IN MEMORY OF

Requested by: 

Office Use:



Ladies’ Altar Society
Now accepting new members!

Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Phone:  205-492-0310

Email: josephjandd@aol.com

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker at
mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Please obey the handicap 
parking rules. Some of our 

parishioners really need 
those spaces.

St. Elias Maronite Church – Bulletin Ads

To place an ad in 
the bulletin

contact
Jimmy Mezrano

jmezjr@me.com

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the 
Lord and love having a good time. If you’re 

interested, contact 
Jackie Semaan at Jackie@semaanrealty.com

or call Rosa-Marie at 205-251-5057.
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Facebook: 
https://facebook.com/

steliasbhamal

Instagram:  
@steliasbhamal

Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

Whether you are building your forever home or 
planning a budget friendly refresh of your kitchen or 
bath, VW Gallerie consultants will help deliver the best 
solutions for your project.

VW Gallerie has the most knowledgeable consultants 
who are dedicated to providing exceptional customer 
service so that your experience with us is an enjoyable 
one.

It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient
locations. Schedule your appointment today.

vwplumbingsupply.com
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