November 19 – 20, 2022
Announcement to Mary
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
town of Galilee called Nazareth,
27 to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of
David, and the virgin’s name was Mary.
28 And coming to her, he said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with
you.”
29 But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be.
30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. 31 Behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. 32 He will be great
and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
26

Old Testament:
New Testament:
Gospel:

READINGS
2 Samuel 7:8-17
Galatians 3:15-22
Luke 1:26-38

WEEKEND INTENTIONS
NOVEMBER 19 - 20, 2022
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Alfred Bahakel (by Norman and Lisa Bolus)
Charles, Barbara and George Boohaker (by the family)
Marcelle Abi Nakhoul (by Charles and Jocelyne Boohaker)

V
V
V

Lectors & Altar Servers – November 19 - 20, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
John Bolus

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Beverly Kimes

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Matthew Bolus

1. Jackson Travis
2. Ryder Travis
3. Taje Travis

1. Kaleigh Whitt
2. Emma Whitt

1. Anna Maria Bachawati
2. Alex Bachawati
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St. Elias Maronite Church

November 20, 2022

Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of November 21 – 27, 2022
indicates intention is for the repose of a soul)

(NOTE: V
Monday 12:00 Noon:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday, 5:00 PM:
Thursday 8:00 AM:
Friday 12:00 Noon:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:
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V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V

Paddy Joseph (by LaVonne Williamson)
Bee Bostany (by Selema Rookis)
Barbara G. Boohaker (by Selema Rookis)
Parishioners of St. Elias, Living and V Deceased
Health of Mitzi Wehby (by Maggie Boohaker and family)
Mildred Stephens (by Selema Rookis)
Rose and Anis Ghossain (by Alfred and Joan Boohaker and family)
Jamil & Adele Bakhache and the deceased members of the Bakhache family
(by Izas and Renee Bahakel and family)

Lectors & Altar Servers – November 26 - 27, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Danny Bostany

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
John Henley

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Christian Wehby

1. Ben Dahle
2.

1. Sophia Marinelli
2. Elias Marinelli

1. Elias Bouakar
2. Nicholas Boackle

CONTRIBUTIONS:
November 13, 2022
General Fund: $4,913.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes
now and sign up for this convenient way to give to
St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief.
You can
schedule it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick
Zafira Joseph, Louis Josof, Louise Josof,
Naomi Kassouf, Helen Phipps, Don Stewart,
Donald Taccone, Mitzi Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish
sick unless they specifically request to be on
the Sick List. Call the church office or email
rosamarie@stelias.org to be added to our
prayer list.

CONGRATULATIONS BISHOP ZAIDAN
Our shepherd, Bishop Elias Zaidan,
has been elected by the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops as the next Chairman of
the Committee on International Justice and Peace.
Let us all keep Bishop Zaidan in our prayers as he
carries this extra mission in his beautiful ministry
to the Church.
We are very proud of you, Sayedna

Abouna Peter will be out of the office from Sunday,
November 20th (after 10:3 AM liturgy), through
Saturday, November 26th, for Thanksgiving. There will
be no Parish-Wide Bible Study on 11/23. The liturgy
schedule will continue as usual.
The Church Office will be closed Thursday and Friday
for the Thanksgiving holiday. During that time, I will be
praising God for His divine providence that placed me
here at St. Elias. You all mean so much to me and
bring my life so much joy – even on the days I seem a
bit harried! So, I thank the Lord for all of you and for
this chance He has given me to serve you.
(Rosa-Marie)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Sympathy is extended to Hayat Ghossein and
her family on the death of her father,
Mr. Habib Khalil Sawaya, who died on
November 7, 2022 in Lebanon.

“Eternal rest grant unto him, O
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.”
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The Value of Silence
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From Abouna Peter

I only preached for one liturgy last week, at 8:00 am. During that liturgy I preached about the value of
silence, and I issued a challenge for us to strive to be more silent in the church building. This is a
message that was intended for the church as a whole, but I'm glad in the end that I got to "practice" on
the 8:00 crowd because I realize now that I probably could have explained my point a little better. I'd
like to take this opportunity to refine the message a bit.
Our Catholic faith places a high value on silence because silence helps us to encounter God. As a
matter of fact, the liturgy from last Sunday makes this exact point when we read in one of the prayers,
"When he [Zechariah] did not believe the angel's words, you tested him and made him mute, so that he
might open his heart to this sign." (pg. 21). This line is intended to sound poetic. The closing of the
mouth can sometimes lead to the opening of the heart. It's this principle that has made it a custom in
Catholic churches to have some level of silence. Silence is ideal for prayer and for marveling at the
mystery of the Eucharist.
That being said, our Catholic faith also places a high value on community life. The apostles established
churches, not hermitages, and they did this because Christian living makes most sense in the context
of a community. The Eucharist, often referred to as "Communion" reminds us that Jesus binds us
together. Since talking is obviously an important aspect of being in a community, it is implied that
being able to talk with friends and loved ones is a valuable part of Christian life. Jesus is in fact
referred to as "The Word."
This sets up a tension that we have to strive to resolve. How do we balance the value of silence with
the value of speech? Love is the answer to this question, just as it is the answer to every question.
Love very well may demand that we greet and talk to our loved ones in church. However, we should
also be aware that many of our parishioners participate in a well-established custom of saying a
prayer of thanksgiving after every liturgy they attend. If we are in a conversation, perhaps we could
consider talking in a more silent tone for the sake of those around us who are praying, or even moving
to a place where the conversation can be more dynamic without disturbing someone in prayer.
With this in mind we will be able to reap the benefits of silence and speech, of prayer and
conversation, of solitude and communion.
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

•

•
•

CHOIR
If you are interested in joining the Choir, please
contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).
JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
No event scheduled this week.
MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
Lebanese and American breakfast at 9:00 AM in
the Church Hall.
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MYO HAYRIDE and BONFIRE

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

The MYO Hayride & Bonfire is scheduled for December
4th at the Joseph Farm. Details will be in next week’s
bulletin.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING AND SACRISTY
We are excited to announce that final plans and
drawings for the Office Administration building and
sacristy remodel have been completed.

•
•

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
Classes Sunday at 9:20 AM.
November 27th: Confessions for Grades 3 & 4

•

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
No event scheduled this week.

•

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
No event scheduled this week.

•

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
No event scheduled this week.

•

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
No event scheduled this week.

Over the next few weeks we will be receiving bids
from contractors. We will then plan to fundraise for
the costs of the interior construction. We hope that
you and your family would consider a donation or
pledge for this project so we may proceed to
conclusion. If you are interested please contact
Abouna Peter or Rosa-Marie Sacco or any member
of the council or finance committee.

•

PASTORAL COUNCIL
No event scheduled this week.

Many thanks to Joe Abou-Jaoude’ for donating his
time and expertise in completing the drawings.
There are still a few articles of furniture remaining in
the old Rectory building (e.g., chair, china cabinet,
dresser with mirror, night stand, etc.). Items will be
given to parishioners on a first come, first serve
basis. Please email Rosa-Marie
(rosamarie@stelias.org). Everything must go within
the next two weeks.

We are happy to announce the
Banns of Marriage for the
First Time for

Mario LaRussa and
Amy Sharbel

The St. Elias Angel Tree
Is coming next week. We hope all of
you will participate in this worthwhile charitable event to help
children in our area have a great
Christmas. If we all help a little, the
result is amazing!
More info to come!
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Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
Greetings and Peace,
The Maronite Church is preparing for the Synod on Women. This is an important endeavor by the Church to
pray, reflect, and look into the role of women in our Church and society.
The Synod was called with the theme, “The Woman, her Presence and Mission in the Church and Society.”
Although the Synod’s focus is on women, it is meant as a way for us to explore and converse under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit about the importance and mission of women in our world today.
Thank you for your help and support in placing the issue of women’s vocations in the Church and their
presence in our communities at the forefront. The women of our Maronite Church are a vital part of the
heart of the Church and society at large.
Yours in Christ,

+A. Elias Zaidan
Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles

(Excerpt from letter to Abouna Peter dated 11/10/22)

Prayer for the Special Synod for the Woman

Holy Father,
who poured your love into our hearts,
With You, we set out with love, joy and hope,
And we place within Your hands the journey of the
Special Synod for the Woman.
Bless it, that it may be a time of grace and holiness,
And grant us to be mindful of Your Will in our lives
So that we may embody it faithfully through our
presence and commitment in the Church and society,
in Lebanon and throughout the world.

Holy Spirit,
gift of the Father and of the Son,
Guide us toward the fullness of truth and the
Perfection of love, and accompany us on our
synodal journey. Strengthen us, in our unity,
so that we may work together, in all parishes and
dioceses, to live this Synod in a prayerful spirit,
and discernment and communal decisions.

Lord Jesus,
You who through Your incarnation from the
Virgin Mary, have restored our filiation and dignity,
Grant us, through our synodal journey,
to discover the depth of our calling
and to hear You sending us again to our
brothers and sisters, so that we may spread
Your Gospel through our words and actions.

Virgin Mary, our Mother and Intercessor,
Walk before us so that we may learn from you
to trust in the grace of God, and to rely on Him
with the openness of the heart and mind.
Bless our efforts to work together for the good
of each and every person, and teach us how to follow
the path that connects us with all our partners
in the upbuilding of the Church, and society. Amen.
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GET YOUR TICKETS SOON!
NEW YEAR’S EVE WILL BE HERE BEFORE YOU KNOW IT!
We missed celebrating with you. Join us
for the 3rd annual New Years Eve party!
Lots of fun and food for all to enjoy.

Disc
INTO THE

NEW YEAR!
Doors open 7pm-1am
At Saint Elias Church Hall
Dinner served 7:30pm-8:30pm

Tickets
Adult $50
Kids 12 & under $15
Kids 2 & under free

Mail checks to Saint Elias Church with ORDER FORM
payable to Saint Elias Maronite Church or purchase
tickets online stelias.org.
Seats are ﬁrst come ﬁrst serve, to reserve tables
contact Katrine Aboujaoude

What’s included
Dinner adults: Glazed BBQ chicken,
mashed potato bar, veggies, salad, roll, dessert
Kids: chicken ﬁngers, chips, dessert
Drinks: Sodas and mixers (Bring Your Own Alcohol)
Entertainment: DJ Disco Hristo
*Party accessories provided for all*
* For more information please contact Katrine Aboujaoude (205)3839397

scan me

Scan to Pay

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA
I would like a poinsettia placed on the altar at Christmas (PLEASE PRINT PLAINLY)

IN HONOR OF

IN MEMORY OF

Requested by:
Poinsettias are $15.00 each and can be purchased by sending a check payable to
St. Elias Church to the Church Office, Attn: Rosa-Marie; or by clicking on
Christmas Poinsettias on the Donate page on our website; or by contacting
LaVonne Williamson @205-936-9569. Please order by December 16, 2022.
(Church mailing address: 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, AL 35205)

Office Use:

St. Elias Maronite Church – Bulletin Ads

Carlo H. Joseph, III – Mobile: 205.365.4796

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the
Lord and love having a good time. If you’re
interested, contact
Jackie Semaan at Jackie@semaanrealty.com
or call Rosa-Marie at 205-251-5057.

www.vwplumbingsupply.com

Facebook:

Ladies’ Altar
Society
https://facebook.com/
Now accepting newsteliasbhamal
members!
Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Instagram:
Phone: 205-492-0310
@steliasbhamal
Email: josephjandd@aol.com

To place an ad in
the bulletin
contact
Jimmy Mezrano

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson

jmezjr@me.com

205-936-9569
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

Please obey the handicap
parking rules. Some of our
parishioners really need
those spaces.

This Photo by Unknown Author is
licensed under CC BY-SA

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker at
mjboohakermph@gmail.com
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

