October 29 - 30, 2022
7th Sunday After the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
16 Have

the same regard for one another; do not
be haughty but associate with the lowly; do not
be wise in your own estimation.
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil; be concerned
for what is noble in the sight of all.
18 If possible, on your part, live at peace with all.
19 Beloved, do not look for revenge but leave
room for the wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”
20 Rather, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if
he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by
so doing you will heap burning coals upon his
head.”
21 Do not be conquered by evil but conquer evil
with good.

Romans 12:16-21

Old Testament:
New Testament:
Gospel:

READINGS
Job 29:12-17
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 25:31-46

WEEKEND INTENTIONS
OCTOBER 29 – 30, 2022
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

V
V
V

For the Deceased in the Anthony family (by Emil and Lilian Anthony)
Mike Gray – 40 Days (by the daily liturgy attendees)
Faridi Ibrahim (by LaVonne Williamson)
Lectors & Altar Servers – October 29 - 30, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Anthony Bolus

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Jimmy Mezrano

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Maikel Karam

1. Anthony Mezrano
2. Michael Mezrano

1. Sophia Marinelli
2. Elias Marinelli

1. Anna Maria Bachawati
2. Alex Bachawati

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567 - Office (205) 251-5057
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Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Reverend Jean-Maroun El Helou, In Residence (612) 472-8444, pjeanmaroun@live.com
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of October 31 – November 6, 2022
(NOTE: V indicates intention is for the repose of a soul)
Monday 12:00 Noon:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:

V
V

Wednesday, 10:00 AM:
Thursday 12:00 Noon:
Friday 12:00 Noon:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

V
V
V
V
V
V
V

Paddy Joseph (by Omra Kassouf, Elaine Kassouf and Janice Toner)
Khalil Ghossein, Semaan and Laurice Bou Akar, and Joseph L. Boohaker
(by the Elias and Genevieve Bou Akar family)
Living and Deceased V Members of the Ladies’ Altar Society
Alfred Bahakel (by Joan Boackle)
Bee Bostany – Anniversary (by the family)
Joe and Josephine Ashker (by the family)
Herbert Bolus – Anniversary (by Martha Bolus and family)
Alfred Bahakel (by Izas and Renee Bahakel and family)

Lectors & Altar Servers – November 5-6, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Danny Bostany

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Paul Bolus

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Maurice Semaan

1. Aliyah Toner
2. Ben Dahle

1. Robert Dean
2. Elias Marinelli

1. Alex Bachawati
2. Elias Bouakar

CONTRIBUTIONS:
October 23, 2022
General Fund: $6,807.00
World Mission: $527.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also
available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org. Please
take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this convenient
way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can
schedule it once and you are done.

HURRICANE IAN
Per a request by the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), we will take up a special
collection to assist Hurricane Ian victims this
weekend. These people have lost so much – in
some cases, everything. Please be generous.

Friday, November 4, 2022 is First
Friday. Exposition and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament will begin at 11:00
AM, followed by liturgy at 12:00 Noon.
All will be live-streamed.
Please Pray for Our Parish Sick
Samantha Garrett, Zafira Joseph, Louis Josof, Louise
Josof, Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf,
Helen Phipps, Don Stewart, Donald Taccone,
Mitzi Wehby

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick
unless they specifically request to be on the Sick List.
Call the church office or email rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.

Abouna Peter will be out of town October
28th thru October 31st. Abouna Jean-Maroun
will continue the usual liturgy schedule and
will be here for any needs you may have.
& Chrismation
Lena Michelle Tobia
Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Tobia
On October 22, 2022
Nathan George Tobia
Son of Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Tobia
On October 22, 2022
Elizabeth May Postle
Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. James Postle
On October 22, 2022

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, November 13th the Ladies’ Altar
Society will host a Parish-Wide Thanksgiving
dinner. Everyone is invited for the traditional
turkey/dressing/sweet potatoes, etc.

PARISH-WIDE BIBLE STUDY
7:00 PM WEDNESDAY
In Person: St. Elias Hall
Zoom Link: CLICK HERE
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From Abouna Peter

A while back, I challenged myself to beat the video game Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild. There
are few video games that I have enjoyed playing as much as this one. Nevertheless, I had a pretty
difficult time during the first few hours of gameplay. I found the game to be incredibly difficult, far
more difficult than any of the other Zelda games I had played. Close to giving up, I called my
brother, Jonny, to lament and he gave me some good advice.
Jonny told me that Breath of the Wild is not like the other Zelda games that came before it. "You
have to take advantage of everything the game has to offer. Do side quests; search for stronger
weapons; solve shrine puzzles...All of these will give you perks that will help you to beat the
game."
I took my brother's advice and my experience of the game changed completely. While once I
thought Breath of the Wild was the hardest Zelda game, I now believe it to be the easiest. The key
was to take advantage of everything the game had to offer.
It may surprise you to learn that this video game taught me an important lesson about my faith.
Sometimes we view our faith in exactly the same way. We may think we have already explored
everything our faith has to offer, but there is always something new and important that God is
trying to show us. If we do not search, we will never find.
I have found that in every stage of my life thus far, my faith had something new to offer me. When I
was young, I discovered the power of prayer. In high school, I discovered meaning in the
Scriptures. In college, I discovered the academic side of my faith. In grad school, I came to realize
the magnificence of the Church's liturgy. Our faith has so much to offer us, but if we decide not to
look and take advantage of everything our faith has to offer, we will miss it.
In the same way that a video game's difficulty challenged me to explore all the game had to offer,
sometimes, the challenges that God allows us to experience in life are His way of tapping us on the
shoulder and saying, "I have more to offer you. Come and explore your faith."
One solemn assurance I can give is that no one will ever come to a point where they know
everything there is to know about the Catholic faith. Our faith is like a deep cave that you can
explore for your entire life without ever reaching its end. The question we have to ask ourselves
right now is this: "What is the new aspect of my faith that God is trying to show me today?"

October 30, 2022

St. Elias Maronite Church

Page 4

ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

CHOIR
If you are interested in joining the Choir, please
contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).
JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
Fall Social and Dinner, Friday, October 28th, 6-9 PM
in the St. Elias Hall.
MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
Lebanese and American breakfast at 9:00 AM in the
Church Hall.
Trunk or Treat, Main Parking lot, 2-4 PM, Saturday,
October 29th.

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
Classes Sunday at 9:20 AM.
7TH & 8TH graders – Confession this Sunday (October
30th) during MCF classes.
November 6th (next Sunday), children are invited to
help decorate the altar during the 8:00 AM Liturgy.
Please arrive at the Church by 7:45 to decorate.
MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
Liturgy, Thursday, at 6:00 PM in Church.
Weekly Bible Study, Thursday, 7:00 PM
Adoration, Friday, November 4th at 6:00 PM with
movie afterwards.

•

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.

•

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.

•

•

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
Monthly liturgy Wednesday, November 2,nd at 10:00
AM followed by meeting and lunch.
PASTORAL COUNCIL
No event scheduled this week.

FOOD COLLECTION
The container to collect non-perishable food for the
Community Food Bank of Central Alabama (107
Walter Davis Drive, Birmingham, AL) is still at the
south side entrance of the Hall. Please help less
fortunate people have food for the upcoming holiday
season.

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS
If you are interested in becoming an Officer in the
Ladies’ Altar Society, please let Jan Joseph
(current President) know as soon as possible.
josephjandd@aol.com or 205-492-0310.

JOIN US FOR OUR 3RD ANNUAL TRUNK OR
TREAT
HOSTED BY THE ST. ELIAS MYA!
Who? Anyone can attend
When? Saturday, October 29th from 2:00 to 4:00
p.m.
Where? The Main Parking lot at St. Elias
Please let us know if you are coming and/or if
you can decorate a trunk by filling out the
Google form. The form can be found by clicking
the link below or scanning the QR code. Thank
you for helping make this event memorable for
the kids!
https://forms.gle/Xbfcrhj4Apa8Yhnr6
HELP KEEP HALLOWEEN SAFE FOR OUR KIDS!

Thanks to everyone
who made cleaning
day a huge
success!
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St. Elias Maronite Church
Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes
The Pastoral Council meeting was held on October 18, 2022
• The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was
$268,716.67 Monthly contributions remain ahead of last year. Expenses this month included
campus maintenance and ongoing repairs. To note, over 100k in capital improvements have been
paid from the general operating budget this year.
Sep-2022

Aug-2022

YTD 2022

$38,647

$32,589

$642,990

Expense

($58,237)

($98,879)

($714,184)

Net

($19,590)

($36,290)

($71,194)

Income

• The roof on the Administration building was replaced over the last two weeks. Now that the
outside of the building has been fixed to stop water leaks, by water proofing, windows replaced,
and new roof, we can proceed with the interior renovation.
• We are currently working to finalize the replacement of the glass doors in the hall with new
doors which will be stained wood with opaque glass per the grant we received earlier this year.
• Fall Clean Up for the church grounds and buildings will be Sunday afternoon October 23 rd from
2-5. A dinner for all of those who help will be served at the conclusion.
• Abouna Peter explained the upcoming Election Procedure for the Council: He will appoint a small
election committee by mid-November. The Committee and Abouna will send information out to
the parish requesting all parishioners interested in running or nominating a parishioner to run to
send in their name or nomination by a certain date in December. The final list, after vetted for
interest (if nominated) and qualification, by the Committee and Abouna, will be submitted to the
parish in advance of the election to be held in January at the annual meeting. There will be no
nominations from the floor. Abouna stated all current members are eligible for a second
complete term since the three from the previous Council only served one year of a three-year
term before the election rules of the Eparchy changed. Six parishioners will be elected. After the
election, Abouna will appoint three parishioners in accordance with the Eparchy election
guidelines.
• A new sound cabinet for Hall Stage like the one in the Choir Loft that will provide extra security
for the equipment and help prevent unnecessary adjustments by unauthorized persons will be
installed soon.
• The visit with Bishop Joseph Mouawad went well with the parish donating over $28,300 to help
with his Eparchy in Zahle.
• The committee for the St. Elias participation in the Vulcan Lebanese Historical display met to
review the final script and provide needed information.

• The parish Facebook page is in the process of being updated. If you are the owner of any
previous St. Elias Facebook pages, please contact the church office or Abouna Peter.
• Save the Date! The Ladies’ Altar Society is planning to host Thanksgiving luncheon on Sunday,
November 13th. More details to follow.
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OUR NEW FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM PAGES ARE LIVE!
CHECK THEM OUT!

The URL to Facebook is https://www.facebook.com/steliasbhamal/
The URL to Instagram is https://www.instagram.com/steliasbhamal/
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• The St. Elias Ladies’ Altar Society is participating in the 2022 Alzheimer’s
Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s in Birmingham. This event will be held
on Sunday, October 30th at Sloss Furnace.
• We are kindly asking you to consider making a contribution to our team as we
remember our fellow parishioners who we have lost, their families,
caregivers, and those who are living with Alzheimer’s and all other dementia.
• You can register and join our team and donate online by visiting our
TEAM PAGE.
• You can also give your donation directly to our team captain, Diane Wehby.
• All checks should be made payable to the Alzheimer’s Association.
If you need help or support, please visit the
Alzheimer’s Association’s website.
www.alz.org, or use their free 24/7
helpline at (800) 272.3900.

Call to Action
TAKE ACTION NOW!
On July 26, 2022, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 6552, the Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims
Prevention and Protection Reauthorization Act of 2022, in a vote of 401 to 20. Three months have passed, but the Senate
has so far failed to act on this bipartisan bill.
H.R. 6552 would do a number of things to combat the scourge of human trafficking, including:
• Reauthorize various programs under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 through Fiscal Year 2026 (which
lapsed September 30, 2021), with more than $1.1 billion in funding;
• Reauthorize the U.S. Advisory Council on Human Trafficking through Fiscal Year 2031;
• Authorize the Secretary of Health and Human Services to carry out a Human Trafficking Survivors Employment and
Education Program to prevent the re-exploitation of eligible individuals with services that help them to attain life
skills, employment, and education necessary to achieve self-sufficiency;
• Authorize grants for programs that prevent and detect trafficking of school-age children in a “linguistically accessible,
culturally responsive, age-appropriate, and trauma-informed fashion”; and
• Require the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) to encourage integration of activities to counter
human trafficking into broader programs.

As Bishop Mario Dorsonville, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Migration, said in a letter with other Catholic leaders
last month, “this legislation is critical for continuing and bolstering our nation’s efforts to eradicate human trafficking and
assist human trafficking survivors.” Stand with survivors of human trafficking by completing this action alert in support of
H.R. 6552.
TAKE ACTION NOW!
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We missed celebrating with you. Join us
for the 3rd annual New Years Eve party!
Lots of fun and food for all to enjoy.

Disc
INTO THE

NEW YEAR!
Tickets
Adult $50
Kids 12 & under $15
Kids 2 & under free

Doors open 7pm-1am
At Saint Elias Church Hall
Dinner served 7:30pm-8:30pm

Mail checks to Saint Elias Church with ORDER FORM
payable to Saint Elias Maronite Church or purchase
tickets online stelias.org.
Seats are ﬁrst come ﬁrst serve, to reserve tables
contact Katrine Aboujaoude

*

*

TICKET PURCHASE DEADLINE DEC 25TH
What’s included
Dinner adults: Glazed BBQ chicken,
mashed potato bar, veggies, salad, roll, dessert
Kids: chicken ﬁngers, chips, dessert
Drinks: Sodas and mixers (Bring Your Own Alcohol)
Entertainment: DJ Disco Hristo
Party accessories provided for all
* For more information please contact Katrine Aboujaoude (205)3839397

scan me
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Carlo H. Joseph, III – Mobile: 205.365.4796

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the
Lord and love having a good time. If you’re
interested, contact
Jackie Semaan at Jackie@semaanrealty.com
or call Rosa-Marie at 205-251-5057.

www.vwplumbingsupply.com

Facebook:

Ladies’ Altar
Society
https://facebook.com/
Now accepting newsteliasbhamal
members!
Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Instagram:
Phone: 205-492-0310
@steliasbhamal
Email: josephjandd@aol.com

To place an ad in
the bulletin
contact
Jimmy Mezrano

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson

jmezjr@me.com

205-936-9569
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

Please obey the handicap
parking rules. Some of our
parishioners really need
those spaces.

This Photo by Unknown Author is
licensed under CC BY-SA

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker at
mjboohakermph@gmail.com
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

