October 22 - 23, 2022
6th Sunday After the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
6 Go

to the ant, O sluggard, study her
ways and learn wisdom;
7 For though she has no chief, no
commander or ruler,
8 She procures her food in the summer,
stores up her provisions in the harvest.
9 How long, O sluggard, will you lie there?
when will you rise from your sleep?
10 A little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the arms to rest—*
11 Then poverty will come upon you like a
robber, and want like a brigand.

Proverbs 6:6-11
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Old Testament:
New Testament:
Gospel:

READINGS
Proverbs 6:6-11
Galatians 6:1-10
Matthew 25:14-30

WEEKEND INTENTIONS
OCTOBER 22 – 23, 2022
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

V Paddy Joseph (by Joseph and Angela Boackle and family)
V John and Annette Sherman (by the family)
V Alfred Bahakel (by Jackie Akl)

Lectors & Altar Servers – October 22 - 23, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Paul Bolus

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Beverly Kimes

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Maron Boohaker

1. Jackson Travis
2. Ryder Travis
3. Taje Travis

1. Kaleigh Whitt
2. JoJo Shunnara
3. Lucy Shunnara

1. Elias Bouakar
2. Nicholas Boackle

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567 - Office (205) 251-5057
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Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Reverend Jean-Maroun El Helou, In Residence (612) 472-8444, pjeanmaroun@live.com
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of October 24 - 30, 2022
(NOTE: V indicates intention is for the repose of a soul)
Monday 12:00 Noon:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday, 12:00 Noon:
Thursday 12:00 Noon:
Friday 12:00 Noon:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V

Antwan Garnem (by Omra Kassouf, Elaine Kassouf and Janice Toner)
Faridi Ibrahim (by Paul and Theresa Bolus)
Paddy Joseph (by Nelson and Marie Salem)
Faridi Ibrahim (by Omra Kassouf Elaine Kassouf and Janice Toner)
Paddy Joseph (by Phillip and Diane Wehby)
For the Deceased in the Anthony family (by Emil and Lilian Anthony)
Mike Gray – 40 Days (by the daily liturgy attendees)
Faridi Ibrahim (by LaVonne Williamson)

Lectors & Altar Servers – October 29 - 30, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Anthony Bolus

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Jimmy Mezrano

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Maikel Karam

1. Anthony Mezrano
2. Michael Mezrano

1. Sophia Marinelli
2. Elias Marinelli

1. Anna Maria Bachawati
2. Alex Bachawati

CONTRIBUTIONS:
October 16, 2022
General Fund: $6,009.50
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also
available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org. Please
take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this convenient
way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can
schedule it once and you are done.

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND FOR
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
TODAY IS WORLD MISSION SUNDAY. We celebrate this
day by remembering our baptismal call – to bring the
Gospel to all! The collection today for the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith supports the work and witness
of the Mission Church, as it provides for priests, religious
and lay leaders who offer the Lord’s mercy and concrete
help to the most vulnerable communities in the Pope’s
missions. Thank you for your generosity.

HURRICANE IAN
NEXT WEEKEND, per a request by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), we will
take up a special collection to assist Hurricane Ian
victims. These people have lost so much – in some
cases, everything. Please be generous.
SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, November 13th the Ladies’ Altar
Society will host a Parish-Wide Thanksgiving
dinner. Everyone is invited for the traditional
turkey/dressing/sweet potatoes, etc.

PARISH-WIDE BIBLE STUDY
7:00 PM WEDNESDAY
In Person: St. Elias Hall
Zoom Link: CLICK HERE

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick
Samantha Garrett, Zafira Joseph, Louis Josof,
Louise Josof, Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf,
Helen Phipps, Don Stewart, Donald Taccone,
Mitzi Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish
sick unless they specifically request to be on
the Sick List. Call the church office or email
rosamarie@stelias.org to be added to our
prayer list.

The flowers on the altar
Were lovingly donated
In memory of
John and Annette Sherman
by their family.
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From Abouna Peter

I'm currently reading The Sayings of the Desert Fathers. Around the time of the 4th and 5th century,
many people seeking to deepen their commitment to the Lord decided to live as monks and hermits
out in the desert. These men became spiritual leaders and wise figures. Many of their sayings were
collected and gathered into this book. I have thoroughly enjoyed reading it. One thing I did not expect
was how many different feelings I would get reading it. I'd like to share some quotes with you.
For example, in this section, I was struck by how simple and practical the advice was:

Abba Evagrios said, "Certain of the fathers used to say that a moderate and balanced diet
together with charity will readily lead a monk into the way of dispassion (a state of holiness)."

Some more practical advice having to do with how we treat other people:

Certain gerondas (spiritual leaders) used to say, "Do not do to others what you yourself find
hateful. If you hate when people insult you, do not insult anyone yourself. If you hate when
people say things falsely about you, do not speak falsely about others. If you hate being tempted
to return calumny for calumny, or suffering injury, or having your possessions stolen, or
anything of that sort, do not do such things to others. He who can keep this saying is on the way
to salvation."

This is a neat story that teaches us about the importance of spending some time in silence and making
retreats:

The story is told of three students who became monks. One of them chose to bring
reconciliation to those engaged in arguments, in obedience to the Scripture, "Blessed are the
peacemakers" (Matt. 5:9). The second took to nursing the sick, and the third sought inner
heschia (stillness) in solitude. The first one found that in his efforts to settle quarrels he could
not always succeed. Discouraged, he went to see the second one who was nursing the sick and
found him similarly dejected and unable to fulfill what he had set out to do. So, they agreed to
go and see the one in the desert. When they found him, they told the brother their troubles and
asked him if he had managed any differently from them. He did not answer for a while, and then
he poured some water into a bowl and told them to look into it while the water was still
disturbed. And after a while, when the water had become still, he asked them to look again. And
when they looked, they saw their own faces as in a mirror. Then he said to them, "Thus it is with
anyone living in the midst of people; there is so much agitation that you cannot see your own
shortcomings. But when you find inner heschia, especially in solitude, then you can clearly see
your own sins.

Finally, a story that will make you laugh!

Archbishop Theophilos once visited Arsenios in the company of a certain magistrate and
begged the geronda (the spiritual leader Arsenios) for his counsel. He remained silent for a
moment. "If I give you counsel, will you keep to it?" he (Arsenios) asked. And they promised to
do so. "Wherever you hear Arsenios is, go in the opposite direction," the geronda said.

[These were quoted from The Sayings of the Desert Fathers from the "Orthodox Empirical Theologians
Series" volume 46. This version was translated by B. Baker.]
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

•

•

•
•

CHOIR
If you are interested in joining the Choir, please
contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).
JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
Fall Social and Dinner, Friday, October 28th, 6-9 PM
in the St. Elias Hall.
MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
Lebanese and American breakfast at 9:00 AM in
the Church Hall.
Liturgy and Game Night, Saturday, October 22,
beginning with 5:00 PM Liturgy.

•

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
Classes Sunday at 9:20 AM.

•
•

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
Liturgy, Thursday, at 6:00 PM in Church.
Weekly Bible Study, Thursday, 7:00 PM

•

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.

•

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.

•

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
No event scheduled this week.

•

PASTORAL COUNCIL
No event scheduled this week.

CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY IS THIS SUNDAY!
A Church Clean-Up Day is scheduled for
Sunday, October 23rd from 2:00pm to
5:00pm. Dinner will be provided for all
volunteers following the event.
• The main focus of the day will be cleaning
and organizing the church in preparation
for the holiday season.
• Outside work will include pressure
washing and some limb cutting.
• We will also be organizing and storing
items from the “old rectory” to prepare for
the demolition and remodeling of the new
“administration building.”
• We had a fantastic turnout of volunteers
last year and hope to have a similar result
this year. Thank you in advance for your
help!
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DIOCESAN FAMILY FESTIVAL: OCTOBER 22, 2022
Good afternoon,
The Diocese of Birmingham is hosting a Diocesan
Family Festival at the Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament
in Hanceville, AL on Saturday, October 22nd. The St.
Elias MYA will have a booth there to represent St.
Elias. Here is the itinerary for that day.
• Mass: 10:00 AM with Bishop Raica being broadcast
on EWTN on the Piazza.
• Adoration: Available in the church.
• Food: After mass, food will be available via food
truck options, which you will pay for. Other options
will be available for suggested donations.
• Soccer: Soccer tournament...teams already
committed, begins at 11:30...championship at 3:30.
• Entertainment: A variety of entertainment from our
Diocesan parish community.
• Parish Booths: Our Diocesan parishes will have a
variety of offerings including works of art, historical
representations, traditional foods...and I believe
there will be some cookies!
• Information Fair: EWTN, Guadalupe Radio Network,
Her Choice Birmingham, Kateri Circle, Vocation
information.
• For the teens: Life on the Rock "Live" at the Grotto
• Fun, games, prizes: backyard games like Cornhole,
Jenga, Connect 4, door prizes.
The day is going to be full of fun for the whole family.
We look forward to seeing you at the Shrine of the
Blessed Sacrament in Hanceville on Saturday, October
22, 2022, at 10:00 AM for mass.

God Bless,
Catherine Winters
Eucharistic Revival
Event Coordinator
Diocese of Birmingham
205-838-8312
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JOIN US FOR OUR 3RD ANNUAL TRUNK OR TREAT
HOSTED BY THE ST. ELIAS MYA!
Who? Anyone can attend
When? Saturday, October 29th from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Where? The Main Parking lot at St. Elias
Please let us know if you are coming and/or if you can
decorate a trunk by filling out the Google form. The form
can be found by clicking the link below or scanning the
QR code. Thank you for helping make this event
memorable for the kids!
https://forms.gle/Xbfcrhj4Apa8Yhnr6
ANYONE CAN PARTICIPATE! Help us keep Halloween
safe for our children and have a great time doing it!

•
•

•
•
•

The St. Elias Ladies’ Altar Society is participating in the 2022
Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s in Birmingham.
This event will be held on Sunday, October 30th at Sloss Furnace.
We are kindly asking you to consider making a contribution to our
team as we remember our fellow parishioners who we have lost, their
families, caregivers, and those who are living with Alzheimer’s and all
other dementia.
You can register and join our team and donate online by visiting our
TEAM PAGE
TEAM PAGE.
You can also give your donation directly to our team captain, Diane
Wehby.
All checks should be made payable to the Alzheimer’s
Association.
If you need help or support,
please visit the Alzheimer’s
Association’s website.
www.alz.org, or use their free
24/7 helpline at (800) 272.3900.
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We missed celebrating with you. Join us
for the 3rd annual New Years Eve party!
Lots of fun and food for all to enjoy.

Disc
INTO THE

NEW YEAR!
Tickets
Adult $50
Kids 12 & under $15
Kids 2 & under free

Doors open 7pm-1am
At Saint Elias Church Hall
Dinner served 7:30pm-8:30pm

Mail checks to Saint Elias Church with ORDER FORM
payable to Saint Elias Maronite Church or purchase
tickets online stelias.org.
Seats are ﬁrst come ﬁrst serve, to reserve tables
contact Katrine Aboujaoude

*

*

TICKET PURCHASE DEADLINE DEC 25TH
What’s included
Dinner adults: Glazed BBQ chicken,
mashed potato bar, veggies, salad, roll, dessert
Kids: chicken ﬁngers, chips, dessert
Drinks: Sodas and mixers (Bring Your Own Alcohol)
Entertainment: DJ Disco Hristo
Party accessories provided for all
* For more information please contact Katrine Aboujaoude (205)3839397

scan me

St. Elias Maronite Church – Bulletin Ads
Whether you are building your forever home or planning a
budget friendly refresh of your kitchen or bath, VW Gallerie
consultants will help deliver the best solutions for your project.
VW Gallerie has the most knowledgeable consultants who are
dedicated to providing exceptional customer service so that
your experience with us is an enjoyable one.
It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient locations.
Call and schedule your appointment today.

St. Elias Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

vwplumbingsupply.com

Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the
Lord and love having a good time. If you’re
interested, contact
Rosa-Marie at rosamarie@stelias.org or call
her at 205-251-5057.

To placeLadies’
an adAltar
in the
bulletin
Society
Now accepting
new members!
contact
Contact
Jan Joseph
for more info!
Jimmy
Mezrano
Phone:
205-492-0310
jmezjr@me.com
Email: josephjandd@aol.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Please obey the handicap
parking rules. Some of our
parishioners really need
those spaces.

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

