October 15 - 16, 2022
5th Sunday After the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
6 At

midnight, there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him!’ 7 Then all those virgins got up and
trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise,
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
9 But the wise ones replied, ‘No, for there may not be
enough for us and you. Go instead to the merchants and
buy some for yourselves.’ 10 While they went off to buy it,
the bridegroom came and those who were ready went
into the wedding feast with him. Then the door was
locked. 11 Afterwards the other virgins came and said,
‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us!’
12 But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, I do not know
you.’
13 Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor
the hour.
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Matthew 25:6-13

Old Testament:
New Testament:
Gospel:

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

READINGS
Song of Songs 5:2-8
Philippians 2:12-18
Matthew 25:1-13

WEEKEND INTENTIONS
OCTOBER 8 – 9, 2022
V Anne Boackle (by Selema Rookis)
V Paddy Joseph (by the Marinelli family)
V Thomas Habeeb (by the family)

Lectors & Altar Servers – October 15 - 16, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Danny Bostany

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Phillip Wehby

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Matthew Bolus

1. Aliyah Toner
2. NEED VOLUNTEER

1. Sophia Marinelli
2. Mitchell Lawrence

1. Anna Maria Bachawati
2. Robert Dean
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of October 17 - 23, 2022
(NOTE: V indicates intention is for the repose of a soul)
Monday 12:00 Noon:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday, 12:00 Noon:
Thursday 12:00 Noon:
Friday 12:00 Noon:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V
V

Alfred Bahakel (by Phillip and Diane Wehby)
Deacon Louis Peters – former Chancellor of our Eparchy (by Bishop Zaidan)
Nade and Christine Habshey (by Selema Rookis)
Paddy Joseph (by Izas and Renee Bahakel and family)
Antwan Garnem (by Paul and Theresa Bolus)
Paddy Joseph (by Joseph and Angela Boackle and family)
John and Annette Sherman (by the family)
Alfred Bahakel (by Jackie Akl)

Lectors & Altar Servers – October 22 - 23, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Steven Mezrano

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Beverly Kimes

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Maron Boohaker

1. Jackson Travis
2. Ryder Travis
3. Taje Travis

1. Kaleigh Whitt
2. JoJo Shunnara
3. Lucy Shunnara

1. Elias Bouakar
2. Nicholas Boackle

CONTRIBUTIONS:
October 2, 2022
General Fund: $4,011.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also
available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org. Please
take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this convenient
way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can
schedule it once and you are done.

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
NEXT WEEKEND we will celebrate World Mission
Sunday. Pope Francis invites the entire Church to
support mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific
Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe,
where priests, religious and lay leaders serve the
world’s most vulnerable communities. Please keep
the Pope’s missions in your prayers and be generous
in next week’s collection for the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith

SEMA Event
Sunday, Oct. 16th
1:00 – 4:00 PM at St. Elias
Cookout and Games:
Call
Diane Wehby (205) 612-2234 , or
Jackie Semaan, (205) 369-3448, to
let them know you’re coming, so
enough food can be cooked!

PARISH-WIDE BIBLE STUDY
7:00 PM WEDNESDAY
In Person: St. Elias Hall
Zoom Link: CLICK HERE

Congratulations
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Molisani
(Stephanie Sawyer)
on Receiving The Mystery
of Crowning Saturday,
October 15, 2022
And thank you both for the
beautiful flowers for the altar
this weekend

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick
Samantha Garrett, Zafira Joseph, Louis Josof, Louise Josof,
Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps, Don Stewart,
Donald Taccone, Mitzi Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick unless they
specifically request to be on the Sick List. Call the church office or
email rosamarie@stelias.org to be added to our prayer list.
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From Abouna Peter
Where Does Peace Come From?
When I celebrated a liturgy at John Carroll Catholic High School last week, it was the first time many
of the Roman Catholics in the congregation had experienced a Maronite liturgy. In situations like this, I
know I can expect to receive comments about certain unique aspects of our liturgy. This time around, I
received a flood of comments about how interesting our distribution of peace is. I was happy to take a
moment to explain the significance behind it.
The Eastern Churches do a good job of recognizing that peace is something very concrete. It is not just
a warm sentiment that we have for another person. It is a specific gift that we receive from Jesus
Christ as a result of his Resurrection. In fact, the first thing Jesus says to His disciples when He rises
from the dead is, "Peace be with you." (John 20:21). This is a very important point because it means
that we ourselves do not possess peace, and we are not capable of attaining it. Peace is a gift that can
only come from Jesus. That's why in the liturgy, we never distribute peace without receiving it first,
and ultimately the peace comes directly from the Altar of Jesus Christ.
These are important points that impact our lives. We all have relationships with family members and
former friends that have decayed over time. Sometimes there is a bitter dispute that ruptures the
relationship. Other times, it's a number of small things that add up. In the end, maybe we regret the
way a relationship has fallen apart, but we don't know how to bring peace once again. Countless
attempts at reconciliation have failed and we don't know what to do anymore. Maybe what these
relationships are lacking is not just any old peace, but the gift of peace that flows from the
resurrection.
If the Holy Spirit puts it on your heart to try to reach a reconciliation with a former friend or family
member, consider following these simple instructions:
1. Send them a copy of this bulletin letter along with the sentence: would you like to try this?
2. If the other person responds, you are both to pray together one Our Father, one Hail Mary, and
one Glory be either over the phone or the next time you happen to be in the same place
together.
3. Both parties should bear the following in mind with this exercise: Neither party should try to
talk about how they were right. Neither party needs to admit that they were wrong. No
conversation about the dispute needs to happen at all. It would be totally okay if you get
together, pray, and do nothing at all except go your separate ways after that. The modest task
of this simple exercise is not to have any sort of break-through, but only to infuse the
relationship with the Holy Spirit. He will handle the rest.
Peace may or may not be achieved after this, but in the end at least you prayed together, and that can
never be a bad thing. Know that I will be praying for anyone who decides to do this so that God's will
may be done.
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
CHOIR
If you are interested in joining the Choir, please
contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

•

JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
Fall Social and Dinner, 6-9 PM, Friday,
October 28th, in the St. Elias Hall

•

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
Lebanese and American breakfast at 9:00 AM in
the Church Hall.
Game Night, Saturday, October 22, beginning with
5:00 PM Liturgy until 9:00 PM.

•
•

•

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
Classes Sunday at 9:20 AM.

•
•

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
Liturgy, Thursday, at 6:00 PM in Church.
Weekly Bible Study, Thursday, 7:00 PM
SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.
Sunday, October 16th 1-4 PM, Social Gathering,
grilling out and fun games. Please RSVP to
Diane Wehby (205) 612-2234 or Jackie Semaan
(205) 369-3448. so food can be planned

•
•

•

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM.

•

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
No event scheduled this week.

•

PASTORAL COUNCIL
No event scheduled this week.

•
•
•
•
•

The St. Elias Ladies’ Altar Society is participating in the 2022 Alzheimer’s
Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s in Birmingham. This event will be held
on Sunday, October 30th at Sloss Furnace.
We are kindly asking you to consider making a contribution to our team as we
remember our fellow parishioners who we have lost, their families, caregivers,
and those who are living with Alzheimer’s and all other dementia.
You can register and join our team and donate online by visiting our
TEAM PAGE.
You can also give your donation directly to our team captain, Diane Wehby.
All checks should be made payable to the Alzheimer’s Association.
If you need help or support,
please visit the Alzheimer’s
Association’s website.
www.alz.org, or use their free 24/7
helpline at (800) 272.3900.
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CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY IS NEXT SUNDAY!!!
A Church Clean-Up Day is scheduled for Sunday, October 23rd from 2:00pm to 5:00pm. Dinner will be
provided for all volunteers following the event. The main focus of the day will be cleaning and organizing
the church in preparation for the holiday season. Outside work will include pressure washing and some
limb cutting. We had a fantastic turnout of volunteers last year and hope to have a similar result this year.
Thank you in advance for your help!

The Charity Committee of the Phoenician Club is hosting a food drive for the Community Food
Bank of Central Alabama (107 Walter Davis Drive, Birmingham, AL). A container will be set
up by the south side entrance of the Hall to collect non-perishable food items in preparation
for the Holiday Food Drive. All donations are appreciated to help people have food for the
upcoming holidays.

JOIN US FOR OUR 3RD
ANNUAL
TRUNK OR TREAT
HOSTED BY
THE ST. ELIAS MYA!
Who? Anyone can attend
When? Saturday, October 29th
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Where? The Main Parking lot
at St. Elias
Please let us know if you are
coming and/or if you can
decorate a trunk by filling out
the Google form. The form
can be found by clicking the
link below or scanning the QR
code. Thank you for helping
make this event memorable
for the kids!
https://forms.gle/Xbfcrhj4Apa
8Yhnr6

St. Elias Maronite Church – Bulletin Ads
Whether you are building your forever home or planning a
budget friendly refresh of your kitchen or bath, VW Gallerie
consultants will help deliver the best solutions for your project.
VW Gallerie has the most knowledgeable consultants who are
dedicated to providing exceptional customer service so that
your experience with us is an enjoyable one.
It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient locations.
Call and schedule your appointment today.

St. Elias Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

vwplumbingsupply.com

Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the
Lord and love having a good time. If you’re
interested, contact
Rosa-Marie at rosamarie@stelias.org or call
her at 205-251-5057.

To placeLadies’
an adAltar
in the
bulletin
Society
Now accepting
new members!
contact
Contact
Jan Joseph
for more info!
Jimmy
Mezrano
Phone:
205-492-0310
jmezjr@me.com
Email: josephjandd@aol.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Please obey the handicap
parking rules. Some of our
parishioners really need
those spaces.

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

