September 10-11, 2022
Exaltation of the Holy Cross

John 12: 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour
has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified.
24 Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain
of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies,
it produces much fruit.
25 Whoever loves his life* loses it, and
whoever hates his life in this world will
preserve it for eternal life.
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

WEEKEND INTENTIONS
SEPTEMBER 10 - 11, 2022
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

V
V
V
V
V

Joe George and Pete Butrus (by the family)
Paddy Joseph – 40 day Liturgy (by the family)
Deceased of the Louis Deep Joseph Family (by the family)

Lectors & Altar Servers – September 10-11, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Steven Mezrano

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
John Henley

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Maron Boohaker

1. Ben Dahle
2. Aliyah Toner

1. Robert Dean
2. Elias Marinelli
3. Mitchell Lawrence

1. Alex Bachawati
2. Elias Bouakar

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567 - Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Reverend Jean-Maroun El Helou, In Residence (612) 472-8444, pjeanmaroun@live.com
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of September 12-18, 2022

Monday 12:00 Noon:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday, 12:00 Noon:
Thursday 12:00 Noon:
Friday 12:00 Noon:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Antwan Garnem (by the Money and Bostany family)
Deceased of the Katour Shakra Family (from the Kassouf family)
For the health of Michael Gray, Louis Josof, and Mitzi Wehby (by Paul and
Theresa Bolus)
Caroline Anne Ashworth (by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Paddy Joseph (by Gerry and Beverly Kimes)
Paddy Joseph (by Jackie and J.J. Antonio)
Randall and Sally Scott and Michael Skaret (by Leo and Jacquelyn Shaia)
Paddy Joseph (by Norman and Lisa Bolus)

V
V
V
V
V
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V
V
V

Lectors & Altar Servers – September 17-18, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Valerie Wepfer

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Maikel Karam

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Maurice Semaan

1. Aliyah Toner
2. Ben Dahle

1. Sophia Marinelli
2. Mitchell Lawrence

1. Anna Maria Bachawati
2. Robert Dean

There will be a second collection this weekend for Catholic University.
See page 5 for more information.
CONTRIBUTIONS:
September 4, 2022
General Fund: $5,097.00

Please help us welcome our
New 8:00 AM Sunday Liturgy Organist,
Dr. Laurie Middaugh.

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also
available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org. Please
take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this convenient
way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can
schedule it once and you are done.

We are excited to welcome the Bishop of Zahle to
our parish the weekend of September 24-25, 2022.
More details on events and opportunities to meet
the Bishop coming shortly.
Please Pray for Our Parish Sick
Samantha Garrett, Michael Gray,
Louis Josof, Louise Josof,
Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf,
Helen Phipps, Don Stewart,
Donald Taccone, Mitzi Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name
of our parish sick unless they
specifically request to be on the
Sick List. Call the church office
or email rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.

Dr. Middaugh has served as staff accompanist
and piano instructor at the University of
Montevallo for more than two decades. She
received bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
piano performance from the University of
Montevallo, studying with Joan Cowan and Dr.
Anthony Pattin, and the Doctor of Musical Arts
degree from the University of Alabama studying
with Amanda Penick. Dr. Maddaugh lives in
Montevallo with her dogs, Justice and Hallie.

Abouna Jean Maron will begin celebrating liturgy on
Wednesday and Thursday evenings at 6:00 PM. They
will not be live-streamed, but those of you who cannot
come to the regularly scheduled weekday liturgies
may find it easier to attend these. All are welcome!
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From Abouna Peter

Every once in a while I like to write about icons and their symbolism. A favorite in my
family is the icon pictured here, "Mother of Perpetual Help." Remember that icons are
often not just moments in time, but are rather dynamic
scenes that are meant to be put into motion. Take a
look at Jesus' feet. Notice how his sandals seem to be
falling off. This implies that Jesus had been running
towards His mother just a moment ago. What do you
suppose He had been running from?
At the top corners of the icon we see two angels. One
of them, carries a cross and the other carries a spear
with a sponge at the tip. The writer imagines Jesus
receiving a vision of His future suffering delivered by
these two angels: Gabriel and Michael. The vision is
frightening to the boy Jesus so he runs to His mother
with such vigor that His sandals fall off.
I think we learn a lot about Jesus in this icon. We are reminded that fear is a normal
human emotion that should not make us feel ashamed. Even Jesus, in His perfection,
experienced human fear at the sight of his passion. Biblically, we know that from His
agony in the garden of Gethsemane. Fear only becomes a problem when we let it
control us and prevent us from doing good. Since fear can be so powerful, we have to
consider where we should go to find the strength to overcome fear. Why not go the
same place that Jesus went?
According to this icon, when Jesus was afraid, He did what any other child would do
and ran to His mother. Mary was a source of strength and consolation to Him. Even
though she did not take away the suffering, Mary gave Jesus the love, comfort, and
strength He needed to overcome His fear. I'm sure that nothing could seem too
threatening to Jesus when he was being held in the loving arms of His mother. We
should be thankful that Mary is our mother too. That means if we run to her in fear,
she will give us the same love and consolation that she gave to Jesus. Mary is always
there for us ready to give us the love, intimacy, and courage that we need to overcome
the trials of our life. When you need her assistance, don't hesitate to call out to her as
Mother of Perpetual Help.
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir,
please contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• No event scheduled this week.
MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• Breakfast at 9:00 AM in the Church Hall.
Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Classes Sunday at 9:20 AM.
• 2nd Grade MCF Parents Meeting with
Abouna Peter, Sunday, 9/11/22, at 9:15 AM in
the Church Hall.

9/11/2001
May perpetual light shine
upon them and may their
souls and the souls of all
the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,
rest in peace.

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• Liturgy, Thursday, at 6:00 PM in Church.
• Weekly Bible Study, Thursday, 7:00 PM
SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00
PM.
MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00
PM.

Join us for the Parish-Wide
Bible Study at 7:00 PM on
Wednesday night in person,
in the St. Elias Hall (the
small hall) or by Zoom (link
will be emailed on
Wednesday afternoon).

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• No event scheduled this week.
PASTORAL COUNCIL
• Meeting, Monday, 5:15 PM, Classroom #1
Notice to Parents: All Religious Education programs in
our Eparchy are required to schedule Safe
Environment Training for Children ages 4 through high
school. Our training will be held the first few minutes
of class on September 25th. Parents are welcome to
attend. If you have questions about the training or
would like your children to opt out of participating in
this training, please contact Beverly Kimes via text
(205-837-2558) or email (bkkimes@aol.com)

For more in-depth information
use the following links:
•

ALTAR SERVER PRACTICE
Our next practice will be Saturday,
September 10th at 10:00 a.m. in the church.
This will be for all current servers and any
wishing to learn to serve.
Thanks so much for all you do to assist your children
serving at our altar. (Paul Bolus)

•
•

Eucharistic Revival Flyer:
CLICK HERE
USCCB Discussion on the
Eucharistic Revival:
CLICK HERE
Q & A on the Eucharistic
Revival: CLICK HERE
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National Collection
Educating Future Catholic Leaders
Learn more at collection.catholic.edu
Catholic University’s
motto- God Is My Light–is
a constant reminder of
our origin and mission. For
135 years, it has guided
the University as we
educate students who go
on to serve the nation and
transform the world.
As we work to build our
students’ future under
the guidance of our new
President, Peter
Kilpatrick, gives to the
National Collection not
only provide critical
support to students but
also help the University
serve dioceses and
parishes through
innovative research
initiatives and training
programs such as the
Catholic Project, an
initiative that brings
together clergy and laity
to address the challenge
faced by the Catholic
Church.
These are just a few of
the many ways that the
University is responding
to the most pressing
needs of our Church and
nation and striving to
educate our country’s
future Catholic leaders.
Please give generously.
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Call to Action
Stop the (Dis)”Respect for Marriage Act”!
In response to the life-saving overturning
of Roe v. Wade, Congress – instead of
stepping up to assist women and children
in need – is moving furiously to lock in
other anti-family priorities. The “Respect
for Marriage Act,” for example, would
prevent states from restoring the
authentic understanding of marriage
between man and woman if given the
opportunity by the Supreme Court.
Moreover, it could even require the
federal government to honor polygamous
“marriages” in states that move to allow
it. No one should be mistreated because
of their differences. But, as Pope Francis
has said, children have a right to a
mother and a father, and we must never
stop advocating for marriage, in which
children do best. Further, it is critical to
protect freedom for people like small
business wedding vendors and faithbased foster care agencies who serve
their communities. Please tell your U.S.
senators to vote “No” on the poorlynamed Respect for Marriage Act.
Please see the USCCB’s recent letter to
Congress on this legislation here.
Take action now to stop the (Dis)”Respect
for Marriage Act”!
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Call to Action
Title IX is a law that prohibits sex
discrimination in public schools and many
private schools, from kindergarten to the
university level. The U.S. Department of
Education has proposed a new regulation that
would revise the concept of "discrimination on
the basis of sex" to include "sexual
orientation" and "gender identity." This would
require schools to comply with gender
ideology, affecting many of the day-to-day
activities of these institutions. Schools could
be punished for distinguishing between boys
and girls in locker rooms and dorms). The
proposed regulation would keep an existing
exemption for religious schools, but teachers
and students of faith in public schools would
have no such protections.
The regulation’s definition of "discrimination
on the basis of sex" would also include
"termination of pregnancy." This could be used
to impose requirements that promote
abortion.
Join the USCCB in encouraging the USDE to
clarify that “discrimination on the basis of sex”
is not an abortion mandate, and that schools
must have the freedom to continue to
recognize a distinction between male and
female in their activities and facilities.
Click Here to Take Action Today!

St. Elias Maronite Church – Bulletin Ads
St. Elias Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

MONDAY – FRIDAY 8AM – 5PM – APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED
www.vwplumbingsupply.com
Carlo Joseph, Owner, Cell: 205.365.4796

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the
Lord and love having a good time. If you’re
interested, contact
Rosa-Marie at rosamarie@stelias.org or call
her at 205-251-5057.

To placeLadies’
an adAltar
in the
bulletin
Society
Now accepting
new members!
contact
Contact
Jan Joseph
for more info!
Jimmy
Mezrano
Phone:
205-492-0310
jmezjr@me.com
Email: josephjandd@aol.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Please obey the handicap
parking rules. Some of our
parishioners really need
those spaces.

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

