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12th Sunday of Pentecost
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WEEKEND INTENTIONS
AUGUST 20 – 21, 2022

Patrick Rookis (by Selema Rookis)
Thomas and Evelyn Habeeb (by the family)
Raymond Garnem – 1 Year Anniversary (by Sonia and family)
Antwan Garnem – 40 Days (by the family)

MARK 9: 7Then a cloud 
came, casting a shadow 
over them;* then from the 
cloud came a voice, “This 
is my beloved Son. Listen 
to him.”

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

Lectors & Altar Servers – August 20-21, 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM:     Sunday, 10:30 AM:
LECTORS Danny Bostany Beverly Kimes Matthew Bolus

SERVERS 1.  Jackson Travis 1.  Kate Butrus 1. Ben Dahle
2.  Ryder Travis 2.  Emma Whitt 2.  
3.  Taje Travis 3.  

If your child cannot serve as scheduled, please obtain a replacement or let Paul Bolus know and he will assist you.

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/9#49009007-1
https://www.heartlight.org/articles/201709/20170919_beyondthefireworks.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


CONTRIBUTIONS:

August 14, 2022 

General Fund: $4,796.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also available at the

Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now and

sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon

Relief. You can schedule it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish 
Sick

Samantha Garrett, 
Michael Gray, Louis Josof, 

Louise Josof,  
Naomi Kassouf, 

Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps, 
Don Stewart,  

Donald Taccone

St. Elias WILL NOT list the 
name of our parish sick 
unless they specifically 

request to be on the Sick 
List.  Call the church office 

or email 
rosamarie@stelias.org to be 

added to our prayer list.
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Thursday 12:00 Noon:
Friday 12:00 Noon:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
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V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of August 22 – 28, 2022

Health of Louis Josof (by Gerry & Beverly Kimes)
Alfred Bahakel – 9 Days (by Izas & Renee Bahakel & family)
Theresa Zarzaur Reardon (by Joanna Fuller)
Louis Saad – 1 Year Anniversary (by Chorbishop Richard D. Saad)
Special Intention
Antwan Garnem (from his family)
Nazih Rmeily (from the Rmeily family)
John Michael – Anniversary – (from the family)

Lectors & Altar Servers – August 27-28, 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM:     Sunday, 10:30 AM:
LECTORS Phillip Wehby Jimmy Mezrano Maron Boohaker

SERVERS 1.  Robert Dean 1.  Sophia Marinelli 1. Anna Maria Bachawati  
2. 2.  Elias Marinelli 2. Alex Bachawati

The flowers on the altar the weekend of August 13-14 
were donated by Wanda Elkourie

to commemorate the birthday of Karen Domit Stephens

The flowers on the Blessed Mother Altar for August 13-15 
were donated by Selema Rookis to honor Mary on the 

Feast of the Assumption

The flowers on the altar this weekend, August 20-21, 
were donated by Susan Shalhoop 

in memory of John Shalhoop

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Abouna Peter will be 
out of town next week. 
Abouna Jean Maron
will continue the liturgy 
schedule.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
https://freepngimg.com/png/66074-design-flowers-invitation-border-wedding-free-transparent-image-hd
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.pngall.com/decorative-line-black-png/download/3243
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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For most of us, we joined a social media platform for a great reason: to keep in touch 
with the people that we love. That is in fact why it was called "Social" Media. It is 
important for people to be aware, especially parents, that there is a shift happening in 
these platforms. While we all joined social media for the sake of relationships, many are 
now joining social media for a different reason: to become famous.

TikTok started the revolution when they entered the social media scene. Their model was 
to have many short videos that could be viewed instantly one after another. You can 
watch hundreds of these short videos over the course of an hour. The result is that 
people watch, like, and share more videos with greater frequency and it becomes more 
likely that a video is going to go viral. Notice that every social media platform has now 
adopted this model. YouTube has a tab for "shorts." Facebook has a "watch" section. 
Instagram has "reels." They have also all changed their algorithms so that instead of 
prioritizing what interests you from close friends and family, they make it more likely for 
videos to go viral. It has never been easier for someone to become famous, and for many 
of the youth joining social media today, that is their intention.

Is this healthy? Fame, like pleasure and money, has classically been considered one of 
the goods of this world that we can become too attached to. That can be particularly 
dangerous for the youth who are just establishing their identity. How do we manage this 
new temptation in our society to prioritize fame through social media?

We should teach our youth that the most important relationships in their life are the ones 
they are closest to. We should put most of our love and energy into our family 
relationships. Next we should care about our friends. Then, our acquaintances and co-
workers. Last of all, we use whatever energy is left for the masses that we may reach 
through a viral video on social media. When we prioritize our relationships this way, we 
develop a strong, secure identity that cannot be shaken by likes and dislikes. Even if we 
do achieve fame, we do not need it to know that we are valuable. Of course, above all of 
the relationships in our life, we should prioritize God, who gives us the grace to live the 
life we know that we are called to live.

From Abouna Peter

The New “Social” Media

From Abouna Peter
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir, 

please contact Michael Harrison 
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• No event scheduled this week.

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• Breakfast at 9:00 AM in the Church Hall.

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Classes begin Sunday, August 21, 2022 

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• No event scheduled this week.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• No event scheduled this week.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• No event scheduled this week.

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• No event scheduled this week.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
• No event scheduled this week.

CANCELLED
This week’s Bible Study has been cancelled 

because Abouna will be out of town. We 
will reconvene next Wednesday!

August 21, 2022

MYO Breakfast Returns This Week
The MYO will be serving breakfast 
between the 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
liturgies. Come and join them for a 
great, low cost breakfast, while your 
children are in Sunday School.

mailto:harmichael1992@icloud.com
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St. Elias Maronite Church
Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes

The Pastoral Council meeting was held on August 8, 2022

• The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was $366,663.67. 
Monthly contributions have increased for the year and normal operating expenses remain consistent. 
Campus maintenance and ongoing repairs are being paid for out of the general operating fund. Some 
festival distributions are still pending.

• Administration Building Update: The replacement of windows and waterproofing is almost complete. 
Roof replacement is expected to start in the new few weeks. Interior renovation design committee for 
the administration building and sacristy expects to receive 3-4 bids in the next few weeks for review. 
Committee Members are: Abouna Peter, Lavonne Williamson, Paul Bolus, Joe Aboujaoude, and Fran 
Robertson. In addition, the Planning Committee has been updated on plans and progress and has 
provided feedback and input as the project has progressed.

• HVAC issue in main church: On Saturday, July 23rd, one of the two main ACs in the church went out. An 
emergency evaluation determined that a compressor on the 18 year old unit was blown and either had 
to be replaced at considerable expense or a new AC had to be obtained. Three bids were obtained and 
with the approval of the Council and Finance Committee the lowest bid to replace the AC was approved. 
Much thanks to Carlo Joseph and Matthew Tobia for pressing their contacts to get the bids and then to 
get the AC installed the day before the funeral for Paddy Joseph so that we could have full AC for the 
funeral. The lowest bid for the replacement AC was $16,357 and will be paid out of the Foundation at the 
recommendation of the Council and Finance Committee and as approved by the Foundation Board.

• In January 2023, Vulcan Park and Museum will mount an exhibit on the Middle Eastern heritage and its 
immigrants into Birmingham.  The exhibit focuses on the St. Elias and St. George church communities. 
This is a unique opportunity to educate our community and city about what life as a Maronite is like. We 
invite you to submit photos and artifacts that will help Vulcan Park and Museum mount its exhibit. Some 
items may go on to be included in an exhibit. You can bring your items for consideration after the 
Liturgies on Saturday, August 20, and both Liturgies on Sunday, August 21. Exhibit organizer Gary 
Bostany and others will be on hand to photograph your artifacts and scan photos. Photos will be 
scanned and returned. Artifacts will be on loan for about a year, starting in January 2023. Please email 
Gary Bostany at bostanyg@bellsouth.net if you have any of the items mentioned or if you need more 
information. Please see the weekly bulletin for more details.

• The Maronite Men of St. Elias (MMSE) has planned a pilgrimage to Hanceville, Alabama, to visit the 
Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament on Saturday, August 20, 2022. The itinerary has been posted in 
the bulletin.  

• Annual Cleanup Day of the church campus is being planned for October. More information and needs 
will be forthcoming in the weekly bulletin.

• Please reserve handicap parking spots on our parish campus for those who are needing to utilize the 
reserved spots due to handicap needs. Security, which will continue, has been informed to enforce.

JUL-2022 JUN-2022 YTD 2022

INCOME $48,702 $28,063 $567,361

EXPENSE <$48,319> <$111,618> <$533,374>

NET $383 <$83,555> $33,987

August 21, 2022
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• In January 2023, Vulcan Park and Museum will 
mount an exhibit on the Middle Eastern heritage 
and its immigrants into Birmingham. The exhibit 
focuses on the St. Elias and St. George church 
communities. This is a unique opportunity to 
educate our community and city about what life 
as a Maronite is like.

• We invite you to submit photos and artifacts that 
will help Vulcan Park and Museum mount its 
exhibit. Some items may go on to be included in 
an exhibit. You can bring your items for 
consideration after the Liturgies on Saturday, 
August 20th, and both Liturgies on Sunday, 
August, 21st.

• Exhibit organizer Gary Bostany and others will be 
on hand to photograph your artifacts and scan 
photos. Photos will be scanned and returned. 
Artifacts will be on loan for about a year, starting 
in January 2023. 

• Please email Gary Bostany at 
bostanyg@bellsouth.net if you have any of the 
items mentioned to the right or if you need more 
information.

● Items from the first church
○ Photos
○ Artifacts

● Items from the first rectory
○ Photos
○ Artifacts

● Newspaper clippings
○ History of the church
○ Major events in the life 

of the St Elias 
community

● Places of business
○ Photos of storefronts
○ Menus
○ Advertisements
○ Cash register
○ Accounting books

● Military service
○ Uniforms
○ Hats
○ Commission and 

discharge papers

● Immigration stories
○ Ellis Island or New Orleans

registries
○ Photos of families back in 

Syria or Lebanon
○ Photos of visits back home

● The Maronite faith in the home
○ Bibles
○ Confirmation photos
○ Baptism photos and records
○ Confirmation dress
○ Jerusalem cross

● Home life
○ Recipe cards
○ Family life
○ Family photos from “the old 

country”

In preparation for the exhibit on the St Elias community, we are looking for the 
following items:

SHARE YOUR HISTORY/CALL FOR ARTIFACTS

August 21, 2022

• Eucharistic Revival Flyer: CLICK HERE 

• USCCB Discussion on the Eucharistic Revival:  CLICK HERE

• Q & A on the Eucharistic Revival: CLICK HERE

For more in-depth information on 
this important movement, use the 
following links:

https://www.usccb.org/resources/Revival%20Web%20Intro%20PDF%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/bishops-discuss-eucharistic-revival-and-upcoming-document
https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/faqs


Ladies’ Altar Society
Now accepting new members!

Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Phone:  205-492-0310

Email: josephjandd@aol.com

St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact

Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the 
Lord and love having a good time. If you’re 

interested, contact 
Rosa-Marie at rosamarie@stelias.org or call 

her at 205-251-5057.
Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

Whether you are building your forever home
or planning a budget friendly refresh of your
kitchen or bath, VW Gallerie consultants will
help deliver the best solutions for your project.

VW Gallerie has the most knowledgeable
consultants who are dedicated to providing
exceptional customer service so that your
experience with us is an enjoyable one.

It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient
locations. Schedule your appointment today.

vwplumbingsupply.com

Please obey the handicap 
parking rules. Some of our 

parishioners really need 
those spaces.

mailto:josephjandd@aol.com
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
http://www.stelias.org/
https://stelias.org/
mailto:jmezjr@me.com
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
http://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/

