
Lectors

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Anthony Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Joseph Wehby
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Sidney Wehby

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567 - Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Reverend Jean-Maroun El Helou, In Residence (612) 472-8444, pjeanmaroun@live.com

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

August 6-7, 2022
10th Sunday of Pentecost

Altar Servers

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM: Sunday, 10:30 AM:
1.  Jack Dahle 1.  Elias Bouaker 1.  Alex Bachawati
2. Anthony Mezrano 2.  Kaleigh Whitt 2.  Elias Marinelli
3. Michael Mezrano 3.  Emma Whitt

If your child cannot serve as scheduled, please obtain a 
replacement or let Paul Bolus know and he will assist.

Saturday, 5:00 PM:

Sunday, 8:00 AM:

Sunday, 10:30 AM:

V

V

V

WEEKEND INTENTIONS
AUGUST 6 – 7, 2022

John and Annette Sherman (by the family)

Anthony V. Palumbo (by Rosa-Marie Sacco)

Joseph Sidney Stephen – 10-Year Anniversary (by Sidney Stephen)

There will be an 8:00 AM Liturgy on Saturday, August 6, 2022 to 
commemorate the Transfiguration of Our Lord.

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com


CONTRIBUTIONS:

July 31, 2022 

General Fund: $3,159.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also available at the Saint Elias

website: www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this

convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it

once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick
Michael Gray, Louis Josof, 

Louise Josof,  Naomi Kassouf, 
Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps, 
Teresa Ragusa, Don Stewart, 

Donald Taccone

St. Elias WILL NOT list the 
name of our parish sick unless 
they specifically request to be 

on the Sick List.  Call the 
church office or email 

rosamarie@stelias.org to be 
added to our prayer list.
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Lectors & Altar Servers – August 13-14, 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM:     Sunday, 10:30 AM:
LECTORS Norman Bolus John Henley Joe Harrison

SERVERS 1.  Anthony Mezrano 1.  Sophia Marinelli 1.  Elias Bouakar
2.  Michael Mezrano 2.  Mitchell Lawrence 2.  Robert Dean

Monday 12:00 Noon:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday, 12:00 Noon:
Thursday 12:00 Noon:
Friday 12:00 Noon:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

V

Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of August 8 - 14, 2022

Leslie Abdo (by Mary Milton)
John Wehby (by Carol Wehby and family)
Anne Renno Anniversary (by the Kimes family)
The Souls in Purgatory
Peggy Zanaty (by Selema Rookis)
Paddy Joseph – 9 Day (by the family)
Paul Butrus (by Camille Butrus)
Peter Joseph Dicie, Najla Melof Dicie, and Don Michael Dicie

(by Jacquelyn Dicie)

Please obey the 
handicap parking 
rules. Some of our 
parishioners really 
need those 
spaces.

Mrs. Paddy Shikany Joseph
who died on July 31, 2022.

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon her.

CALL TO ACTION

Stop the (Dis)”Respect for Marriage Act”!

In response to the life-saving overturning of Roe v. Wade, Congress 

– instead of stepping up to assist women and children in need – is 

moving furiously to lock in other anti-family priorities. The “Respect 

for Marriage Act,” for example, would prevent states from restoring 

the authentic understanding of marriage between man and woman 

if given the opportunity by the Supreme Court. Moreover, it could 

even require the federal government to honor polygamous 

“marriages” in states that move to allow it. No one should be 

mistreated because of their differences. But, as Pope Francis has 

said, children have a right to a mother and a father, and we must 

never stop advocating for marriage, in which children do best. 

Further, it is critical to protect freedom for people like small 

business wedding vendors and faith-based foster care agencies 

who serve their communities. Please tell your U.S. senators to vote 

“No” on the poorly-named Respect for Marriage Act.

Take action now to stop the (Dis)”Respect for Marriage Act”!

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/ifb0qXPrCpmw6PKUlqj5wQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/ifb0qXPrCpmw6PKUlqj5wQ
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From Abouna Peter

From Abouna Peter

The Importance of Beauty

August 7, 2022

Beauty is one of the most important things we can experience in our lives, but sometimes it's hard to 
experience beauty. Sometimes we replace beauty with pleasure, but those aren't exactly the same thing. 
Unlike beauty, when we consume pleasures a lot, we start to enjoy them less and less. I like Chex Mix a lot, 
but I'm pretty sure that if I lived for forty days on an island with nothing but chex mix, I would like it a little 
less.

We don't experience beauty the same way that we experience pleasure. Beauty comes to us like a delight that 
we never want to end. We can experience it eternally, and never feel tired of it. There is no law of 
diminishing returns when it comes to beauty.

I recall one of the most dramatic experiences of beauty I ever had was when I was listening to a song from The 
Nutcracker which is often referred to as "The Chinese Dance" (https://youtu.be/llA1xOFRYj0). I had never paid 
that much attention to Nutcracker music. We hear it all the time without even realizing it when Christmas 
comes around. I thought that just by hearing it as background noise or as the soundtrack for the movie Jingle 
all the Way that I had discovered everything worth appreciating in Tchaikovsky's masterpiece. One night 
though, I decided to listen to the soundtrack by itself just to appreciate it, and I was taken by surprise. I was 
unimpressed with the start of the song. Suddenly, a tiny bell (about 43 seconds in) signaled a change, and the 
same melody exploded into a harmonious bloom. I felt a warm joy swell up in my breast and for a moment, I 
forgot about everything except for the music that was filling my ears. I knew that what I was experiencing was 
beauty, and I didn't want it to end.

Beauty is critical because it gives us a taste of what heaven is like. There are moments in our life where it is 
useful to have some sense that heaven is a joyful place, especially when we are entrusting our deceased loved 
ones into the hands of God; however, if heaven is just a place of pleasure, it is not going to be much of a 
source of hope for us. Heaven has to be more than a place of pleasure. It has to be a place of beauty.

If you find yourself longing for a taste of what heaven is like, consider reading Revelation 21. There may be 
some things in this chapter that are hard to understand, but what I love about it is that it is the most clear 
description of heaven that we have in the Bible. It may be symbolic because heaven is beyond what we can 
imagine, but it is still nice to have an image that we can refer to. Heaven in this chapter is described as a 
shining city, studded with gemstones and paved with transparent gold. If we can't understand everything in 
the chapter, we should still be able to see the point that the author is making: heaven is a very beautiful place.

When we experience beauty enough in this world, we convince ourselves that heaven is a wonderful place. 
This thought is a source of encouragement to strive for heaven. It also comforts us when our loved ones leave 
this world for their beautiful eternal home. Beauty is sometimes considered unimportant in our society. On 
the contrary, beauty is critical, and it will change your life. Where will you go to experience beauty this week?

Tchaikovsky - Chinese Dance - The Nutcracker Suite

https://youtu.be/llA1xOFRYj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llA1xOFRYj0&authuser=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llA1xOFRYj0&authuser=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llA1xOFRYj0&authuser=1


Maronite Bishops of the United States of America

Eparchy of St. Maron Brooklyn, 109 Remsen St, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon, 1021 S. 10th Street, St. Louis, MO 63104

July 29, 2022

His Eminence Cardinal Bechara Peter Rai

Maronite Patriarch of Antioch and All the East

Bkerke, Lebanon

Your Eminence and Beatitude,

Last week, we were deeply saddened to hear about the arrest and detention by the Lebanese

General Security authorities of His Excellency Moussa El-Hajj, Archbishop of Haifa and the

Holy Land along with the confiscation of his personal belongings, medical aid, and financial
assistance for the needy in Lebanon. This act comes at a time when Lebanon’s sovereignty is in

jeopardy and the Lebanese suffer economic hardship and despair.

On behalf of our Eparchies (Clergy, Religious, and Lay Faithful), we reiterate our full and total
support for you, our Patriarch, as head and father of our Maronite Church. We stand in solidarity

with you, with the Synod of Bishops, and with all our brothers and sisters suffering in Lebanon.

Lebanon is a beautiful country, where religious beliefs are a bridge, not a hinderance to
conviviality and cooperation. We are proud of our Lebanese roots, and we feel your pain and

suffering. 

We also applaud your courage and your vision and agree with you on the importance of “Active

Neutrality” of Lebanon. We call on all the Lebanese officials, especially Christian
Representatives, to embrace this direction, and for the U.N. to formally recognize the neutral
status of Lebanon. Thus, Lebanon will remain as St. John Paul II said, “more than a country; it is

a message” of conviviality between Christians and Muslims where every citizen has a role in the

development of Lebanon. If we do not stand united as one people working together for the future

of our country, we are liable to fall victim to outside influence. Lebanon must continue to stand

strong to retain its identity if we are to succeed and surpass to a better future. 

We stand with you, Your Eminence. We place ourselves under your disposition, and we continue

to place our resources giving a helping hand to our brothers and sisters. Lastly, we also
accompany you with our prayers for your well-being and for peace, sovereignty, and prosperity
in Lebanon. May the prayers of Our Lady of Lebanon, St. Sharbel, and all the Saints be with us.

Totally yours in Christ,

+Gregory Mansour +A. Elias Zaidan
Bishop of the Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklyn Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir, please 

contact Michael Harrison 
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• No event scheduled this week.

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• No event scheduled this week. 

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Teacher’s Meeting Sunday, August 7, 2022 at 6:00 

PM, dinner will be provided.

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• Weekly Bible Study, Thursday, 7:00 PM

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• Parish-Wide Bible Study, Wednesday, 7:00 PM

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• Pilgrimage to Hanceville, Saturday, August 20th, 

from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. See page 5 for more 
info.

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• No event scheduled this week.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
• Meeting, Monday, August 8th, 5:15 PM in 

Classroom #1

Join us for the Parish-Wide Bible Study 
at 7:00 PM on Wednesday night in 

person or by Zoom. Link will be 
emailed on Wednesday afternoon.

Each teen volunteer will receive 40 hours of 
community service credit plus volunteering for 
this program looks great on a college 
application.

It has been many years since a St. Elias student 
worked with this program. It would be nice to 
see St. Elias represented. Please contact Father 
Pat Cullen at Rathmines.Cullen@gmail.com.

NAZARETH HOUSE 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

FOR CATHOLIC YOUTH

August 7, 2022

mailto:harmichael1992@icloud.com
mailto:Rathmines.Cullen@gmail.com


24th Annual St. Elias Lebanese Food & Cultural Festival

Distribution of Monetary Proceeds 2022 

($205,000)

75%

Overall Budget of the Church:

General Operating Budget

Ladies Altar Society 

Jr. MYO 

MYO 

MYA 

$154,000

$114,000

$15,000

$5,000

$10,000

$10,000

5%

National Charities:

Patriarchal Charities in Lebanon

Saint Jude Children’s Hospital 

Sisters of the Holy Cross – main center
Anta Akhi “you are my brother” – serving adults with disabilities 

$10,000

$5,000

$3,000

$1,000

$1,000

20%

Local Charities:

Just Keep Smiling

Catholic Charities of Birmingham

Ascension St. Vincent’s Foundation

Alzheimer’s Association
St. Andrew Episcopal Church “The Red Door”

Smile-a-Mile
American Heart Association

Birmingham Children’s Theatre

Her Choice

Jimmie Hale Mission

Lakeshore Foundation

IMPACT Family Counseling

Bell Center

Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA)

Woolley Institute for Spoken Language Education – (WISE)

Catholify

The T.E.A. Spot Inc. 

Unless U – Post Place

UAB Institute for Arts in Medicine (AIM)

Big Oak Ranch

Camp Bridges

Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School

Three Hots and a Cot

YMCA Greater Birmingham Youth Center

Coosa Riverkeeper
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) Association

Share Pregnancy and Infant Loss Support

Jessies Place

Restoration Academy
Little Sisters of the Poor Sacred Heart Residence

The Cool Cat Club

Discovery Clubs

$41,000

$10,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

$1,000

100% TOTAL: $205,000
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PRESS RELEASE

BIRMINGHAM, July 1, 2022 – Birmingham Parent announces its 14th Annual Family 

Favorites Awards, our readers’ favorites for 2022.

St. Elias Food Festival was a winner as FAVORITE FAIR, FESTIVAL OR SPECIAL EVENT 

IN BIRMINGHAM.

The July/August edition of Birmingham Parent highlights all the winners in this 

contest that was totally reader driven – readers nominated all entrants in each 

category, voted and selected the winners with their votes. It was not based on sales or 

any pre-selected entrants/nominees.

Why do Family Favorites?  We’re all about favorites of everything, especially things 

involving our children, and sometimes as a parent we often rely on friends and family 

to tell us what is best.  Not only is Family Favorites a great referral system, it is also a 

great way to honor the best of the best in Birmingham!

The longest running contest of this type in the Birmingham area, the Birmingham 

Parent Family Favorites Awards is a great list to keep all year!  You can find it all year 

at www.birminghamparent.com and in the July edition of Birmingham Parent. And 

the contest will come around again in 2023.  Voting begins in January 2023.

August 7, 2022

http://www.birminghamparent.com/
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MMSE PILGRIMAGES TO HANCEVILLE

(but you’re all invited)

The Maronite Men of St. Elias (MMSE) are planning a 
pilgrimage to Hanceville, Alabama, to visit the Shrine of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament on Saturday, August 20, 
2022. The itinerary has changed! It is now as follows:

• 7:30-7:45 AM – Leave St. Elias Church
• 8:45 AM – Arrive at the Shrine
• 9:00 – 10:00 AM – Shrine Tour (Group A) 

JPII Tour (Group B)
• 10:15 – 11:15 AM – JP!! Tour (Group A)

Shrine Tour (Group B)
• 11:30 – 12:30 PM – Abouna Peter Offers Private 

Liturgy – Crypt Church
• 12:45 – 1:45 PM – Lunch
• 2:00 – 2:45 PM – Gift Shop / Free Time
• 3:00 PM – Depart Shrine
• 4:00 PM – Arrive St. Elias Church

Deadline to sign-up is Wednesday, August 10th. 
CLICK HERE to sign-up now! 

Open to everyone in the parish.

FULL-TIME CUSTODIAN NEEDED

Saint Elias is seeking a full time

custodian. Ever since the pandemic we

have made it work with one part time

employee, Jill Williams. She has done a

great job but with activities increasing and

breakfast about to start back, we believe it

is best to go back to the model of a full time

custodian and a part time person to handle

weekends and events and assist the full

time custodian. Jill will remain in her same

job. We will just have a full time custodian

as originally planned to handle the day to

day cleaning and tasks. If you know of

anyone interested in the position or if you

are at a place of work that allows posts,

please post the linked job description. LINK

HERE. If you have any suggestions let us

hear from you by contacting Abouna or
Rosa Marie.

• In January 2023, Vulcan Park and Museum 
will mount an exhibit on the Middle Eastern 
heritage and its immigrants into 
Birmingham. The exhibit focuses on the St. 
Elias and St. George church communities. 
This is a unique opportunity to educate our 
community and city about what life as a 
Maronite is like.

• We invite you to submit photos and artifacts 
that will help Vulcan Park and Museum 
mount its exhibit. Some items may go on to 
be included in an exhibit. You can bring your 
items for consideration after the Liturgies on 
Saturday, August 20th, and both Liturgies on 
Sunday, August, 21st. 

• Exhibit organizer Gary Bostany and others 
will be on hand to photograph your artifacts 
and scan photos. Photos will be scanned and 
returned. Artifacts will be on loan for about 
a year, starting in January 2023. 

• Please email Gary Bostany at 
bostanyg@bellsouth.net if you have any of 
the items mentioned to the right or if you 
need more information.

● Items from the first church
○ Photos
○ Artifacts

● Items from the first rectory
○ Photos
○ Artifacts

● Newspaper clippings
○ History of the church
○ Major events in the life 

of the St Elias 
community

● Places of business
○ Photos of storefronts
○ Menus
○ Advertisements
○ Cash register
○ Accounting books

● Military service
○ Uniforms
○ Hats
○ Commission and 

discharge papers

● Immigration stories
○ Ellis Island or New Orleans

registries
○ Photos of families back in 

Syria or Lebanon
○ Photos of visits back home

● The Maronite faith in the home
○ Bibles
○ Confirmation photos
○ Baptism photos and records
○ Confirmation dress
○ Jerusalem cross

● Home life
○ Recipe cards
○ Family life
○ Family photos from “the old 

country”

In preparation for the exhibit on the St Elias community, we are looking for 
the following items:

SHARE YOUR HISTORY/CALL FOR ARTIFACTS

August 7, 2022

https://forms.gle/Hpm7K69hqpuK5mBM7
https://stelias.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/St.-Elias-Custodian-Job-Description-Updated.pdf
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• Eucharistic Revival Flyer: 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/Revival%20Web%20Intro%20PDF%20FINAL.pdf

• USCCB Discussion on the Eucharistic Revival: https://www.usccb.org/resources/bishops-discuss-

eucharistic-revival-and-upcoming-document

• Q & A on the Eucharistic Revival: https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/faqs

For more in-depth information on this important movement, use the following links:

August 7, 2022

https://www.usccb.org/resources/Revival%20Web%20Intro%20PDF%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/bishops-discuss-eucharistic-revival-and-upcoming-document
https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/faqs
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Tickets to Top 50 Over 50 are on sale at www.top50over50.com.

Ave Maria University (AMU) in Southwest Florida is planning to build a Maronite Chapel on its

campus. AMU’s founder, Domino’s pizza entrepreneur Tom Monaghan, has a deep affection

for Maronite culture and has had Maronite priests offering daily Mass and hearing confessions

at his Domino Farms office complex in Ann Arbor for more than 25 years.

AMU is one of only 15 Catholic colleges and universities in the United States that have been

endorsed by the Cardinal Newman Society as fully adherent to the teaching magisterium of the

Church. Mr. Monaghan’s deep hope is that a faithful Catholic university that recognizes and

promotes the Eastern Catholic Churches might become a top preference for devout families

who seek a college education that will nurture and grow their children’s faith and help them

meet a potential spouse who shares their Catholic values.

In support of that ambition, Mr. Monaghan has funded the Brilliant Jewel Scholarship, which

awards up to $7,000 to academically qualified students from Eastern Catholic communities in

addition to the generous financial aid AMU offers to qualified students.

(CLICK HERE for information on this scholarship.)

August 7, 2022

http://www.top50over50.com/
https://www.avemaria.edu/admissions/financial-aid/scholarships/#eastern


Ladies’ Altar Society
Now accepting new members!

Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Phone:  205-492-0310

Email: josephjandd@aol.com

St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact

Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the 
Lord and love having a good time. If you’re 

interested, contact 
Rosa-Marie at rosamarie@stelias.org or call 

her at 205-251-5057.
Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

Whether you are building your forever home
or planning a budget friendly refresh of your
kitchen or bath, VW Gallerie consultants will
help deliver the best solutions for your project.

VW Gallerie has the most knowledgeable
consultants who are dedicated to providing
exceptional customer service so that your
experience with us is an enjoyable one.

It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient
locations. Schedule your appointment today.

vwplumbingsupply.com

mailto:josephjandd@aol.com
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
http://www.stelias.org/
https://stelias.org/
mailto:jmezjr@me.com
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
http://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/

