July 9-10, 2022
7th Sunday of Pentecost
Matthew 10 16 “Behold, I am sending you like
sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as
serpents and simple as doves. 17 But beware
of people, for they will hand you over to courts
and scourge you in their synagogues, 18 and
you will be led before governors and kings for
my sake as a witness before them and the
pagans. 19 When they hand you over, do not
worry about how you are to speak or what you
are to say. You will be given at that moment
what you are to say.
20 For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit
of your Father speaking through you.
Weekend Liturgy Intentions
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

V Rose Hawie (Anniversary) and Nazha Hawie (the family)
V Alice, Niame & Sam Boackle (the family)
V Jack Abou Jaoude’ and George Abou Jaoude’ (the Karam family)
Altar Servers

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
1. Anthony Mezrano
2. Michael Mezrano

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
1. Sophia Marinelli
2. Mitchell Lawrence

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
1. Elias Bouakar
2. Robert Dean

If your child cannot serve as scheduled, please obtain a
replacement or ask for assistance.

Lectors
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Danny Bostany
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Joseph Wehby
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Paul Bolus

NOTICE
Abouna Peter and Abouna Jean-Maroun will be out of town all week at the NAM
Conference in Minneapolis. Father Mitch Pacwa will celebrate liturgies here Monday
through Thursday at the usual times. Friday, there will be a Communion Service led by
Deacon Jimmy Wehby.

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567 - Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Reverend Jean-Maroun El Helou, In Residence (612) 472-8444, pjeanmaroun@live.com
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of July 11 - 17, 2022
Monday 12:00 Noon:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday 10:00 AM:
Thursday 12:00 Noon:
Friday 12:00 Noon:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

VJohn Shalhoop (by Omra Kassouf, Elaine Kassouf and Janice Toner)
VHixie Stephens (by Phillip and Diane Wehby)
VHixie Stephens (by Tim and Deanna Davis)
VJohn Shalhoop (by Tim and Deanna Davis)

COMMUNION SERVICE
VRosa and Monseur Shalhoop, Florence Shalhoop, Gail Shalhoop, John and Georgia
Shalhoop and Tim Shalhoop (by the Shalhoop family)
VRegina Mezrano (by the family)
In Honor of St. Sharbel, a blessing upon Sam and Sharbel Maalouf (by the family)

Lectors & Altar Servers – July 16-17, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Valerie Wepfer

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
John Henley

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Matthew Bolus

1. Jackson Travis
2. Ryan Travis
3. Taje Travis

1. Elias Marinelli
2. Sophia Marinelli
3. Robert Dean

1. Anthony Mezrano
2. Michael Mezrano

CONTRIBUTIONS:
July 3, 2022
General Fund: $10,682.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also available at the Saint Elias
website: www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this
convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it
once and you are done.

The flowers
on the altar for the
month of July
are from
Jessica Bou Akar
to honor St. Sharbel.
Saint Elias Columbarium
Planning a funeral is such a difficult
process. You can help your loved ones by
purchasing a niche in the St. Elias
Columbarium now. If interested, please
contact Abouna Peter or Rosa-Marie in
the Church Office.
Parishioner prices:
Double: $3,500
Single: $2,700

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick
Michael Gray, Louis Josof,
Louise Josof, Naomi Kassouf,
Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps,
Teresa Ragusa,
Michael Sherman,
Don Stewart,
Donald Taccone
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name
of our parish sick unless they
specifically request to be on the
Sick List. Call the church office
or email rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.

NEW ALTAR SERVER PRACTICE
We will have an altar server practice for NEW or NOVICE ALTAR
SERVERS on SATURDAY, JULY 9th AT 9:00 a.m. IN THE CHURCH
This will be for those wishing to start service, not those who are
already servers. However, if your child wishes to attend and be
refreshed on serving, they are certainly welcome to attend. This
practice will last about an hour.
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.
Be our protection against the wickedness and
snares of the devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by
the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of
souls. Amen.
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in
them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they
shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth.
O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the
hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we
may be truly wise and ever enjoy his consolations. Through
Christ Our Lord. Amen.
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From Abouna Peter
Meeting God for the First Time
When we think of idolatry, we usually think of material things. In the old days,
people would look at objects in nature and consider them to be gods. They may
have created objects out of valuable materials like gold and worshipped them as
gods. Today, we tend to think of idolatry in a more subtle way. People may idolize a
person, an idea, money, pleasure, or power. Any time we give to an object what we
should be giving to God, idolatry is happening.
There is a very subtle form of idolatry that is condemned by the Old Testament and
the early Church fathers that seems to have been forgotten today. This is when we
worship a concept of God, rather than the true God.
Is there even a difference there? What is the difference between our idea of God,
and God? That's a very fruitful question to ask. No one has a perfect understanding
of God because God does not actually fit into our minds. Sometimes it is helpful for
us to revisit our concept of God, in case we have picked up any false
concepts
From Abouna Peter
along the way.
Through this bulletin letter, I would like to invite you to discover God for the first
time. First time experiences are always the best. Remember the first time you went
down a water slide? The first time you heard a song that you love? The first time
you held your child in your arms? Your first A? Your first kiss? This is your invitation
to meet God for the very first time. Take a moment to let go of preconceived notions,
and meet a God who loves you. A God who refers to you as "My son" or "My
daughter." A God who dies for you, suffers with you, and never wants you to feel
alone. A God who thought it would be a great idea to make a sky full of stars, to
make an ocean teeming with creatures, and an earth filled with plants and animals.
A God who tears a hole in heaven in order to be with you. Don't let these ideas
become tired.
God is as beautiful as He has ever been. Sometimes all we need to do to realize
that is to meet Him again for the first time.
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir, please
contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).
JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• No event scheduled this week.
MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• White Water Rafting, Saturday, July 30th.
Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Vacation Bible School 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon,
July 18th thru 22nd – CLICK HERE to register.
MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
No event scheduled this week.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• No event scheduled this week.
MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• No event scheduled this week.
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• No event scheduled this week.

DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS
SUNDAY, JULY 10TH.
We need volunteers teachers and helpers this
year. Call or email Beverly Kimes (205-8372558, bkkimes@aol.com) if you want to help.
Sunday, July 10th at 9:15, we will have a
teacher/helper meeting in Classroom #1.
If you have extra 4”-6” flower pots you no
longer need, we would love to have them for
a VBS craft project. You can give them to RosaMarie or Beverly Kimes no later than July
17th.
CLICK HERE to register your child or yourself
as a participant or helper. Please make sure to
include the t-shirt size your child wears.
Registration is $10 per child (includes the
t-shirt), and can be mailed to the church office
or dropped in the collection plate on the
weekend.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
• No event scheduled this week.

The MYO will go White
Water Rafting on
Saturday, July 30th. More
info to come later

NAZARETH HOUSE
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
FOR CATHOLIC YOUTH

Each teen volunteer will receive 40 hours of
community service credit plus volunteering for this
program looks great on a college application.

THERE WILL BE NO BIBLE STUDY ON
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13TH, AS ABOUNA WILL BE
AT THE NAM CONVENTION. WE WILL RESUME
NEXT WEEK AS USUAL.

It has been many years since a St. Elias student
worked with this program. It would be nice to see
St. Elias represented. Contact Father Pat Cullen at
Rathmines.Cullen@gmail.com to volunteer.
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The Church

“My flesh for the life of the world”
https://www.eucharisticrevival.org

in the United States is on a
journey to renew love for the Eucharist in the
hearts of the faithful. Prepare for more events to
come on the national, eparchial, diocesan, and
parish levels that are centered around devotion to
our Lord in the Eucharist. Use these links to read
more about this journey.

• Eucharistic Revival Flier: https://www.usccb.org/resources/Revival%20Web%20Intro%20PDF%20FINAL.pdf
• USCCB Discussion on the Eucharistic Revival: https://www.usccb.org/resources/bishops-discuss-eucharisticrevival-and-upcoming-document
• Q & A on the Eucharistic Revival: https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/faqs

ST. ELIAS BULLETIN ADS
Parishioner Non-Parishioner
Cost
Cost

Ad Sizex
Small Ad (22 spots)
For 52 weeks
For 26 weeks
Medium Ad (5 spots)
For 52 weeks
For 26 weeks
Large Ad (7 spots)
For 52 weeks
For 26 weeks

$520.00
$390.00

ST. ELIAS FEAST DAY PICNIC

$780.00
$520.00

$780.00
$520.00

$1,040.00
$650.00

$1,040.00
$650.00

$1,300.00
$780.00

WORLD GAMES AND ACCESS TO ST. ELIAS
The World Games 2022 events at Bessie Estell Park will
require a secure boundary to be established. This perimeter, which will be set-up in early July will restrict nonofficial, non-credentialed vehicular access to certain areas
through July 17, 2022:
• 8th Street South just South of University
Boulevard and just north of 9th Court Street South
• 8th Street South will not be accessed from 9th
Avenue South
The City of Birmingham has assured us that we will be
able to access St. Elias via 8th Street for the weekend
liturgies, although not during the weekdays.

For the entire map of the World Games and the specific
map of the area around Bessie Estell Park, CLICK HERE.

St. Elias Feast Day Picnic
The
St. Elias Feast Day Picnic will be on
Sunday, July 24th, after the 10:30 AM liturgy.
Letters have been mailed to all parishioners
with info on the picnic and the opportunity
to purchase a Reverse Raffle ticket. The
prizes for the raffle are:
$3,500 – last ticket drawn
$1,000 – next to last ticket drawn
$500 – second to last ticket drawn
Only 100 tickets will be sold, so if you want
one, get it as soon as possible!
112th

Centennial Brick or Paver
By purchasing a brick or paver for the St.
Elias walkway, you will not only mark your
place in our traditions and history, but also
help provide financial support to the
parish. You can personalize a brick/paver
for yourself, friends and/or family; or
dedicate for a special occasion, such as an
anniversary, birthday or a memorial for a
loved one. Prices vary. Contact Rosa-Marie
in the Church Office.
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Dear Members of Order of Saint Sharbel:
As we celebrate the Feast of Saint Sharbel this month, let us focus on the life of
Saint Sharbel and his humble devotion to the Lord which has inspired millions of
people across the world. Let us also ask for his intercession for ourselves and our
families and loved ones. And let us pray for the twelve young men studying to
become priests for the Eparchy of Saint Maron and the Eparchy of Our Lady of
Lebanon of Los Angeles, in addition to several married men in each Eparchy
preparing for the priesthood.
We would also like to take this opportunity to ask for your support for the Order of
Saint Sharbel. If you have not yet paid your Annual Membership dues for 2022, you
can go to the Order's website at https://www.orderstsharbel.org/annual-renewal, or if
you are interested in enrolling a friend or a loved one as an Annual or Perpetual
Member, please go to https://www.orderstsharbel.org/membership-and-enrollment

The Order of Saint Sharbel has been a great support for our Maronite Church in the
United States for over four decades now and your commitment to the Order allows
us to meet the needs of our seminarians, ensuring that we have well-educated, wellformed priests in our parishes. We are grateful for your outpouring of love and
generosity.
We look forward to seeing those of you who will be attending the NAM Convention
next week. May God bless you for your dedication to the Church. And thank you
again for being a member of the Order of Saint Sharbel!
Gratefully yours in Christ,
+Gregory and +Elias
CLICK HERE TO PAY ANNUAL DUES 2022
CLICK HERE FOR OSS EVENTS AT NAM

St. Elias Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com
Carlo H. Joseph, III – Mobile: 205.365.4796

www.vwplumbingsupply.com

Ladies’ Altar Society
Now accepting new members!
Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Phone: 205-492-0310
Email: josephjandd@aol.com
To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact
Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the Lord and love
having a good time. If you’re interested, contact RosaMarie at
rosamarie@stelias.org or leave a message for her at
205.903.8700

