
Weekend Liturgy Intentions

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Rosa and Monseur Shalhoop, Florence Shalhoop, Gail Shalhoop and Tim Shalhoop 
(requested by the Shalhoop family)

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Steven Hikel Boohaker – 40 Days (requested by his parents, Hikel & Maggie Boohaker)
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Loraine Boackle (requested by Clara Boohaker and family)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567 - Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

May 28-29, 2022 - Seventh Sunday of the 
Resurrection – Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord

Lectors

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Valerie Wepfer
Sunday, 8:00 AM: John Henley
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Joe Harrison

Altar Servers

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM: Sunday, 10:30 AM:
1. 1. Kaleigh Whitt 1. Jackson Travis
2. 2. Emma Whitt 2. Ryder Travis

3. Taje Travis

MARK  15 He said to them, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel 
to every creature.  16Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever 
does not believe will be condemned.

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com


CONTRIBUTIONS:

May 22, 2022 

General Fund: $4.897.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also available

at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of

minutes now and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias

and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once and you are

done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick
Norman Bolus, Michael Gray, Louise Josof, 

Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps, 
Teresa Ragusa, Michael Sherman, Don Stewart, 

Donald Taccone

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish 
sick unless they specifically request to be on 
the Sick List.  Call the church office or email 
rosamarie@stelias.org to be added to our 

prayer list.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of May 30 – June 5, 2022

DAILY LITURGY AT NOON UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

Monday: VThe brave men and women of the Armed Forces who have given their lives for our country.
Tuesday, 8:00 AM: Josephine H. Weby (requested by Paul and Theresa Bolus)
Wednesday 5:00 PM: For the families of St. Elias
Thursday: Special Intention
Friday: First Friday – no liturgy – Adoration at 11:00 and Communion Service only to follow
Saturday, 5:00 PM: VJosephine H. Wehby (requested by Norman & Lisa Bolus)
Sunday, 8:00 AM: VJoseph L. Boohaker (requested by Maggie Boohaker and children)
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Special Intention

Lectors & Altar Servers – June 4-5, 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM: Sunday, 10:30 AM:
LECTORS John Bolus Jimmy Mezrano Sidney Wehby

SERVERS 1. Robert Dean 1. Kaleigh Whitt 1. Jackson Travis
2. Samantha Duffy 2. Emma Whitt 2. Ryder Travis 

3. Taje Travis

Found: One jacket (found in church)
Found: Ring (found in the Hall)
Found: Bracelet (found in the Hall)

We are happy to announce the

Banns of Marriage for the 

First Time  for

Charles Owen Ross &

Brooke Bouton
JUNE 3RD IS FIRST FRIDAY. 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
will begin at 11:00 AM, followed by a Communion 

Service led by Deacon Jimmy Wehby. 
There will be no liturgy that day.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
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From Abouna Peter

Seeing the World Through God’s Perspective
Maybe some people remember me saying that faith is only possible for those who know how to wonder and be 
amazed. Faith is so much more than belief in God. It's more like the ability to see God in all of His wonder and 
majesty and be amazed at how incredible He is. That's why it's important for us to be able to marvel at things. So I 
ask the question: What kinds of things amaze us?

Often we are amazed by things which are enormous. Back in Oregon, I could gaze at Mount Hood for an eternity 
because I was amazed at how massive the volcano is. I get a similar feeling marveling at the stars on a clear 
Alabama night, or staring off into the endless terrain from a perch at Cheaha National Park. It's a simple principle: 
big things amaze us. "The massive" facilitates an encounter with the eternal. When we marvel at something big, it 
makes us feel small and shows us our proper place in a universe where everything has a niche. We come close to 
seeing the world from an eternal perspective as one unified whole, rather than as a collection of individual parts. 
Ultimately, when we marvel at something big, we begin to see the world from God's eternal perspective.

This is only half of the picture though. Our ability to wonder at vastness goes beyond space and into the dimension 
of time as well. We can marvel at a vast expanse of time by contemplating the ancient. This is hard to do in the 
United States, because the New World is just that...new. I have included in this bulletin letter, a picture of an 
ancient Phoenician king's sarcophagus which is underground in Byblos, Lebanon. At approximately 3,000 years old, 
it is the oldest thing I have ever touched. I get that sense of wonder when I realize that I have something in 
common with the Phoenician stone mason from thousands of years ago who carved this tomb. We both touched 
the same stone!

Tying this back into our faith, one of the tasks of the liturgy is to help us wonder. Tall churches, beautiful stained-
glass windows, and sweet smelling incense all assist us in achieving that goal. The liturgy also seeks to help us 
marvel at the vastness of time. A recent development which helps us to achieve that goal is the addition of Old 
Testament readings. The Old Testament contains texts which are thousands of years old and describe events going 
back to Creation itself. When we hear the Old Testament, we are reminded that we have an ancient religion. Ours 
is a faith of ancient wisdom, ancient texts, ancient stories, and ancient rituals. The next time the Old Testament is 
proclaimed from our pulpit, maybe we can try to marvel at how our ancient faith continues to be proclaimed even 
now in modern times.
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir, 

please contact Michael Harrison 
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• Meeting at June 1st Family Night

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• Meeting at June 1st Family Night.

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Vacation Bible School will begin July 18th –

more info to follow in future bulletins.

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• Bible Study, Sundays at 7:00PM in the First 

Communion Room.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• No event scheduled this week.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• No event scheduled this week. 

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• No event scheduled this week.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
• No event scheduled this week.

to the following graduating seniors

May 22, 2022

If you have a graduate you’d like to showcase, please 
send the info via email to rosamarie@stelias.org.

FAMILY NIGHTS
Each Wednesday evening in June, we will have 

Family Night, which is a great way for us to stay 

close as a parish family. Each family night will begin 

with Liturgy at 5:00 PM.

The entire schedule will be in the next bulletin, but 

here is what is planned for June 1st:

• Dinner: Baked ziti, salad, bread & dessert.

• A movie for the kids;

• Jr. MYO and MYO will meet (outdoors if 

weather permits)

• General socializing for the adults.

• UPCOMING NIGHTS:

• June 8th – Ladies’ Altar Society

• June 15th – Festival Wrap-Up

• June 22nd – Bingo Night

• June 29th – Lead-up to Weekly Bible 

Study

• Oh, and, most importantly, each week will 

feature a DINNER prepared by one of the 

wonderful cooks we have here at St. Elias.

• MORE INFO TO FOLLOW ON THESE EVENINGS 

because there is much more happening each 

week! Stay tuned to future bulletins.

Lily Grace Henley, daughter of John and Gina 
Henley, graduated Cum Laude from the 
University of Mississippi with a Bachelor of 
Science from the school of Applied Sciences. 
Her degree is in Communication 
Sciences/Disorders.

Andrew Spray, son of Monica Mezrano 
Spray, graduated from Vestavia Hills High 
School and plans to attend UAB.

Beginning Monday, July 18th.
sign up and details will be in 
future bulletins.

mailto:harmichael1992@icloud.com
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
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MEMORIAL DAY AT THE CEDARS CLUB POOL

Please join us for Memorial Day Weekend fun at the

Cedars Club pool.

Opening day is Saturday morning, May 28th at 10 a.m.

Schedule:

Saturday, May 28th - Covered dish.  Bring enough to feed a 

friend

Sunday, May 29th - hotdogs and burgers grilled by the 

pool. $5.00 a plate for a hamburger OR 2 hot dogs and 

home cooked fixings. Extra hotdog or hamburger 

Monday, May 30th - BBQ by the pool grilled on our pit. Plate includes 

fixins for $10.00.

It is a free swim weekend for non-members and membership applications 

will be available.

Come honor the memory of our heroes at your Cedars Club

301 Greensprings Avenue South

Birmingham, AL 35205



“Family-friendly social, economic and 
cultural policies need to be promoted in all 

countries. These include, for example, 
policies that make it possible to harmonize 

family and work; tax policies that 
acknowledge family burdens and support 
the educational functions of families by 

adopting appropriate instruments of fiscal 
equity; policies that welcome life; and social, 
psychological and health services that focus 

on supporting couple and parental 
relationships.”

- Pope Francis, April 29, 2022

The Child Tax Credit is an economic and 
social policy that supports the strength and 
stability of family life. Last year, more than 
36 million families received a monthly 
payment through the expanded Child Tax 
Credit program. The expanded credit proved 
to be extremely effective at reducing child 
poverty, lifting 3.7 million children above 
the poverty line. Unfortunately, the 
expansions expired at the end of the year. 
The current credit is not structured to serve 
the children who need it the most. The 
poorest children are not eligible to receive 
the full value of the credit because their 
parents don’t earn enough money. Ask 
Congress to act now to support families 
most in need by strengthening the Child Tax 
Credit, including by making it fully 
refundable so that the full credit is available 
to the lowest-income families.

We encourage you to add your own personal 
story about why strengthening the Child Tax 
Credit is important to you and/or how the 
2021 expanded Child Tax Credit helped your 
family or your community.

You can read the most recent USCCB letter 
advocating for an improved Child Tax 
Credit here.
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Take Action 
Now!

Saint Aloysius Catholic Church

I Love America Concert
July 1, 2022 – 6:30 pm

Our 8th Year

https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=1ed2be2ab9&e=95e8fd0b53
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=85efc60c70&e=95e8fd0b53
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=9b17a3997c&e=95e8fd0b53
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Ladies’ Altar Society
Now accepting new members!

Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Phone:  205-492-0310

Email: josephjandd@aol.com

St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact

Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the Lord and love 
having a good time. If you’re interested, contact Rosa-

Marie at 
rosamarie@stelias.org or leave a message for her at 

205.903.8700

www.vwplumbingsupply.comCarlo H. Joseph, III – Mobile: 205.365.4796

mailto:josephjandd@aol.com
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
http://www.stelias.org/
https://stelias.org/
mailto:jmezjr@me.com
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
http://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/

