May 14-15, 2022 - Fifth Sunday of the Resurrection

18 And the sea was rising by reason of a great wind that blew. 19When
therefore they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they
behold Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the boat: and they
were afraid. 20But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. (John 6:18-20)

Weekend Liturgy Intentions
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

VJosephine H. Wehby - 40 Day Liturgy
VSpecial Intention
VAssaad & Takla Aboujaoude Anniversary (requested by Samia Michael)

Altar Servers
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
1. Kaleigh Whitt
2. Emma Whitt
3. Robert Dean

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Sunday, 10:30 AM:
1. Elias Marinelli
1. Elias Bouakar
2. Sophia Marinelli 2. Alex Bachawati

Lectors
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Paul Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM: John Bolus
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Sidney Wehby

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of May 16 – 22, 2022

DAILY LITURGY AT NOON UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
Monday:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

VJosephine H. Wehby (requested by Don and Janet Stewart)
VGerry Kimes, Jr., Katherine Kimes, Happy Snyder (requested by the family)
VJosephine H. Wehby (requested by Brian and Elizabeth Krebs)
Special Intention
Louis J. Boohaker – In Honor of Medical School Graduation (requested by Gerry and
Beverly Kimes)
John & Kathe Boohaker – 50th Anniversary (requested by the family)
Special Intention
Loraine Boackle (requested by Clara Boohaker and family)

Lectors & Altar Servers
May 21 – 22, 2022

LECTORS
SERVERS

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Phillip Wehby

Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Joseph Wehby

Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Joe Harrison

1. Jack Dahle
2. Ben Dahle

1. Kaleigh Whitt
2. Robert Dean

1. Anthony Mezrano
2. Michael Mezrano

Abouna in Lebanon
Abouna Peter will leave for Lebanon after the
8:00 AM liturgy on Sunday and will return to
Birmingham on June 3rd. Please pray for his
safety as he travels.

Mr. Hixie Stephens

who died on May 10, 2022.
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon him.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
May 8, 2022
General Fund: $4,033.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK
HERE. A link is also available at the Saint
Elias website: www.stelias.org. Please
take a couple of minutes now and sign up
for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief.
You can
schedule it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick
Norman Bolus, Michael Gray, Louise Josof,
Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps,
Teresa Ragusa, Michael Sherman, Don Stewart,
Donald Taccone
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish
sick unless they specifically request to be on
the Sick List. Call the church office or email
rosamarie@stelias.org to be added to our
prayer list.

To Jessie Ferris as she leaves St. Elias after nine years of playing
the organ beautifully for our liturgies. Jessie is moving out of
the area to pursue a new job opportunity. We wish her
Godspeed as she goes on to this next chapter in her life.
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From Abouna Peter

(The following is the text of the homily I gave for First Communion on May 8, 2022)
When I was your age, I realized I was asking a lot of questions to myself about how to make a good friend. I had some friends when I
was your age and sometimes, I don’t even know where they came from – the relationships just kind of developed by themselves.
Maybe we sat next to each other in a class and got to know each other a little bit or we had a friend in common on the playground and
we’d get to know each other that way, but for a lot of my friends, I didn’t even know how I made them – we just kind of became
friends. But, every once in a while, there’d be someone on the playground or in the classroom who I really respected and I wondered to
myself ‘how could I become their friend?’ You know, if I want to make a friendship with this person, how do I do that. One of the
strategies I used was to go up and just say, “hey do you want to be friends?” And sometimes that worked and sometimes it didn’t. No
one’s fault. It was just kind of awkward and we really didn’t click the way that I thought we would.
One day I discovered a strategy that works even better than that. That when you want to make a good friend with someone, the best
thing to do is to give that person a gift. And if you give that person a gift, you’re sending them a signal in a nice and generous way that
you’re interested in having a deeper friendship with them. This is so important for you to know today because today Jesus is giving you
a gift.
So, what does that mean? That means Jesus is trying to bring you into a deeper friendship with him. That’s what happens when
someone gives you a gift. And what a gift Jesus is giving you. Jesus is giving you the best gift he that He could possibly give you. Which is
a big deal because Jesus is God. That’s why it’s so important for us to know that when we receive Communion, we’re not receiving
bread and wine. That’s not what’s happening. Jesus’ best gift in the world to you is not just bread. If you want some bread, we can go
to the grocery store after and I’m happy to get you some bread. But that’s not what’s happening here, right? No. The gift that Jesus
gives you today is His body and His blood. Jesus is not giving you something that He owns. He’s giving you himself. He’s giving you the
best gift He could possibly give you because He wants to be your friend.
Today you all enter into a deeper friendship with Jesus, which means you’ve got a relationship now. So how do we maintain
From this
Abouna Peter
friendship with Jesus. How do we say yes? When Jesus offers us his friendship, how do we say yes to that? Think about what it means to
be a friend with Jesus. Actually, this Gospel is a really good example. They bring in this catch of fish and Jesus says, “hey let’s sit down
and have breakfast together.” All they had was fish. I don’t know if you eat fish for breakfast. I don’t. But I guess what was popular back
then, was having fish for breakfast. So that’s what they did. Can you imagine having a meal with Jesus? What that would be like?
Imagine. Just picture that for a second. You have the disciples they’re maybe sitting around a rock, cause they’re outside – it’s not like
somebody brought a table – so there’s a nice rock, right? A big flat rock. They’ve got this fish, there’s a campfire close by, it says there’s
a charcoal fire – and they’re all sitting around the table and Jesus is on one side and they’re all eating their fish and they’re all talking.
And the gospel is so short, but what were they talking about? What was their conversation?
I’ll bet you at one point while they were eating breakfast Jesus told a joke. It was so funny that everybody around the rock table burst
out laughing. Could you imagine? This is what it’s like to have a friendship with Jesus. And what’s at the very center of it? His gift to you
and talking – communication. Isn’t that what we do with our friends? We talk to them. We love to talk to them. When we’re in their
presence we love to talk to them and then when we go away, we still want to talk to them so we pick up the phone and we talk to them
some more. Right? So, if we are friends with Jesus then, we need to talk to Jesus. The more you talk to Jesus the more you’ll realize that
Jesus listens to you and he talks back. So, my challenge for each of you today is to not let a single day of your life go by without talking
to Jesus. Some days you may be so busy you tell Jesus one word. Maybe the only thing you say to Jesus all day is hello. That’s ok. Talk to
Jesus. If you have more time maybe you tell him what you’re happy about. “Something really good happened to me today, Jesus, I want
to tell you about it.” Maybe you tell him what you’re sad about. Maybe you need Jesus to do you a favor. And you talk to him that way.
Maybe you say an Our father. But because Jesus is your friend, don’t let one day go by without at least telling him hello.
So, remember this day for the rest of your life. This is the day that Jesus gives you a gift. And what is this gift? It’s His body and blood.
And, He’s not just going to give it to you once He’s going to give it to you for the rest of your life because He loves you that much. But
remember what it means. Remember that it means that Jesus loves you and He wants to be your friend.
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir, please
contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).
JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• No event scheduled this week.

Last week’s flowers
were donated by
The Elkourie family
in memory of
Rudolph Garrett

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• Contact Abouna Peter not later than Saturday May
14th if you plan to apply for a NAM Scholarship.
Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• MCF has ended for this year.
• Vacation Bible School coming in July – more info to
follow in future bulletins.
MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• Bible Study, Sundays at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• No event scheduled this week.
MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• 7:00 PM, Thursday, May 19th in the Parish Hall
• Bring your favorite verse from Acts of the
Apostles and let’s discuss!
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• No event scheduled this week.
PASTORAL COUNCIL
• Monday, May 9th @5:15 in Classroom #1.

ATTENTION PLEASE
We need information on any St. Elias
graduating seniors (high school or college).
Please send us the following info:
• Name of student:
• Graduating from:
• Going to (college, etc.):
• Honors received:
• Scholarships received:
• Parents:
You can send the info via email to:
rosamarie@stelias.org.

& Chrismation

Finnley Cason Crumpton
Son of
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Crumpton
May 7, 2022

The flowers on the altar this
weekend are donated by the
Elkourie family
In memory of
Virgie Joseph Elkourie

Congratulations
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Pearson
(Sara Khoury)
on receiving
The Mystery of Crowning
Saturday, May 14, 2022.
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St. Elias Maronite Church
Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes
The Pastoral Council meeting was held on May 9, 2022
The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was
$236,575.72 Monthly contributions remain consistent and are up slightly. Expenses included
campus maintenance, ongoing repairs and some Festival.
Income
Expense
Net

22-Apr
$45,408
($63,887)
($18,479)

22-Mar YTD 2022
$64,368
$190,746
($130,270) ($284,097)
($65,902) ($93,351)

•

The council needs to identify owners of the parish Facebook pages. An effort is underway to revamp
our social media accounts. If you are an owner of any social media page for the church, please contact
Jimmy Mezrano at jmezjr@me.com. New church Facebook page coming soon.

•

The Eparchy has assigned Father Jean-Maroun as priest -in-residence effective June 1, 2022 with an
arrival date in Birmingham around June 13. Father Maroun will use his time to observe the working
of the church, improve English language skills, absorb southern culture to assist in his transition to
Administrator of the new St. Sharbel Mission in Nashville, Tennessee. We will plan to introduce him
to the parish at our Wednesday Family night on June 15th.

•

The main HVAC unit in the church hall had to be repaired the week of the Festival and the sacristy
HVAC was repaired on Great Friday. There are 2 supporting HAVC units in the main hall that require
replacement and the council is in the process of obtaining bids for their replacement.

•

The office building plans and contracts are for the outside of the building are finalized with work to
start soon. Window replacement was approved by the council for new aluminum replacement windows
as part of the project. More progress will be announced in the weekly bulletin.

•

Birmingham will be hosting the World Games in July 2022. 8th street in front of the church will be
closed during events on the weekdays. We have convinced the City to reopen 8th Street during normal
liturgy schedules on the weekends. More information will be available in the bulletin later this summer
to ensure all parishioners are informed of the street closure around the church.

•

June Family nights are being planned for all 5 Wednesdays in the month of June. A meal will be
provided each Wednesday night. Please see the weekly bulletin for additional information.

•

SEMA has 60 members attend the movie Father Stu on April 20, 2022, at AMC Patton Creek. Next
event will be June Family Nights. Please see the weekly bulletin for additional information.

•

St. Elias Men’s Group next event will be Thursday, May 19th at 7pm in the Parish Hall, Theme will be
(Bring your favorite verse from Acts of the Apostles). Please see the weekly bulletin for additional
information.

•

The Ladies Altar Society held its May event on Wednesday May 4, 2022, with a liturgy and outing to
Orr Park in Montevallo. 13 members and 2 priests attended.
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Please let Abouna Peter know by May 14th if you intent to apply for one of these scholarships.

Applications for all scholarships offered by NAM can be found online
at www.namnews.org.
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Dear Fellow Member of the Order of Saint Sharbel:
I am pleased to invite you to the 2022 Annual Meeting of the Order of Saint Sharbel, which
will take place on Friday morning, July 15, 2022 at 9:00am at the Radisson Blu Hotel (2100
Killebrew Drive, Bloomington, MN 55425), in the Lakes Ballroom Salon C and D, during the
Annual Maronite Convention sponsored by the National Apostolate of Maronites (NAM).
Please check the Maronite Convention schedule at www.namnews.org, and the hotel that
week to confirm the exact time and location of our breakfast meeting.
Please click the link below to register for the Annual Meeting.
The Annual Order of Saint Sharbel Liturgy will be held on Saturday, July 16 at 11:30am in the
Minnetonka Rooms A-B-C. There will also be a Cocktail Hour just before the Banquet on
Saturday evening, from 6:30pm to 7:30pm in the Firelake Cocktail Bar, as in past years. I
encourage you to attend the Liturgy and Cocktail Hour. Again, please check the Convention
schedule and the hotel that week to confirm the exact time and location of these events.
The host pastor of this year’s Convention, Chorbishop sharbel Maroun, and his parishioners
at Saint Maron Maronite Catholic Church, have been working diligently to prepare this year’s
Convention. Please take a moment now to register and make hotel arrangements to attend.
You can register at www.namnews.org.
Please be sure to bring your Order of Saint Sharbel cross and pin (or necklace), and display
them proudly to encourage others to join the Order. I look forward to greeting you in
Minnesota, and I wish you safe travels.
Sincerely,
Jim Abdo, President
The Order of Saint Sharbel
www.orderstsharbel.org

CLICK HERE FOR ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
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Faithful Invited to Fast and Pray the Rosary on Friday
In Midst of Tensions Over Leaked Draft Supreme Court Opinion
May 10, 2022
WASHINGTON - In response to the leak of a draft opinion in the U.S. Supreme Court
case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, some abortion advocates
are calling for nationwide demonstrations, disruptions of church services, and the
personal intimidation of specific Supreme Court justices. Archbishop José H. Gomez
of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and
Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on ProLife Activities invited the faithful to unite in fasting and prayer:
“In the midst of current tensions, we invite Catholics around the country to join
us in fasting and praying the Rosary on Friday, May 13, the Memorial of Our Lady
of Fatima. Let us offer our prayers and fasting for these intentions:
•For our nation, for the integrity of our judicial system, and that all branches
of government be dedicated to seeking the common good and protecting
the dignity and rights of the human person, from conception to natural
death.
•For the overturning of Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey in
the Supreme Court’s final decision in Dobbs v. Jackson.
•For the conversion of the hearts and minds of those who advocate for
abortion.
•For a new commitment to building an America where children are
welcomed, cherished, and cared for; where mothers and fathers are
encouraged and strengthened; and where marriage and the family are
recognized and supported as the true foundations of a healthy and
flourishing society.
•For Our Blessed Mother’s intercession and guidance as the Church
continues to walk with mothers and families in need, and continues to
promote alternatives to abortion, and seeks to create a culture of life.
As Catholics, let us witness to the beautiful gift of life with civility and love, and
with our peaceful prayers and our compassionate service to all those in need.
Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us.”

St. Elias Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com
Carlo H. Joseph, III - Office - 205.324.9521

www.vwplumbingsupply.com

Ladies’ Altar Society
Now accepting new members!
Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Phone: 205-492-0310
Email: josephjandd@aol.com
To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact
Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the Lord and love
having a good time. If you’re interested, contact RosaMarie at
rosamarie@stelias.org or leave a message for her at
205.903.8700

