
Weekend Liturgy Intentions

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Josephine H. Wehby - 9 Days – requested by the family
Abie and Juliette Milton – requested by the family

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Suzan Marinelli in memory of her birthday – requested by the Marinelli family
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Juliette Wehby Redman – Anniversary – and Deacon Samuel Wehby – requested

by Theresa Wehby
NOTE: In honor of Divine Mercy Sunday, the choir will be leading a chaplet of Divine Mercy after the 
10:30am liturgy.

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567

Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

April 23-24, 2022 – New Sunday

Lectors

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Phillip Wehby
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Joseph Wehby
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Joe Harrison

Altar Servers

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Sunday, 8:00 AM: Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Jackson Travis Elias Marinelli Elias BouAkar
Taje Travis Sophia Marinelli Anthony Mezrano

Emma Whitt Michael Mezrano

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com


CONTRIBUTIONS:

April 17, 2022 

General Fund: $7,136.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is

also available at the Saint Elias website:

www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes

now and sign up for this convenient way to give to St.

Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule

it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:

Norman Bolus, Michael Gray, Louise Josof, Naomi 
Kassouf, Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps, Teresa Ragusa, 

Michael Sherman, Don Stewart, Donald Taccone

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick 
unless they specifically request to be on the Sick List.  
Call the church office or email rosamarie@stelias.org

to be added to our prayer list.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of April 25 – May 1, 2022

DAILY LITURGY AT NOON UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

Monday: John Wittig (requested by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Tuesday, 8:00 AM: Annie Kassouf – Anniversary (requested by the family)
Wednesday: Juliette Wehby Redman (requested by Theresa Wehby and family)
Thursday: For a Successful Festival
Friday 8:00 AM: For a Successful Festival
Saturday, 5:00 PM: For the health of Zafira Joseph (requested by Paquita Mansour)

Malake Habchi (requested by the family)
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Special Intention
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Leslie Abdo (requested by the St. Elias Choir)

Second Collection This Week
The second collection this week will be for 
the Catholic Home Missions Appeal. Please 
see page 6 for more information.

Lectors & Altar Servers
April 30 – May 1, 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Lector: Jimmy Wehby
Server: Anthony Mezrano
Server: Mitchell Lawrence

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Lector: Beverly Kimes
Server: Kate Butrus
Server:  Robert Dean

Sunday, 10:30 AM: Lector: John Henley
Server:  Ethan Duffy
Server: Elias Marinelli

NEW ADDITION TO OUR LITURGY

The Maronite Church internationally is now adding an Old Testament 

reading to every Sunday liturgy. This is an exciting change that will benefit 

our overall liturgical experience. As you listen to the Old Testament reading 

this Sunday, ask yourself the following two questions: How does this relate to 

the other reading and the Gospel? How does this relate to today's feast?

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
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From Abouna Peter

From Abouna Peter

The Secret to Father Stu's Holiness

April 24, 2022

As a SEMA event this week, many of our adults went to the theater to watch the 

movie Father Stu. The movie was inspiring, dramatic, and funny, and everyone seemed to 

have great things to say about it. Personally, I was happy to see a wholesome, well-made 

Catholic movie make it to the big screen. I think there are some important lessons in the 

life of Father Stu that we can all benefit from. Most notably, I'd like to point the qualities 

that I believe were the secret to Father Stu's holiness: honesty and hope.

We know that Stu was a sinner with a rough past. In fact, the reason the movie is rated R 

(for language) is because the makers wanted to be as honest as possible about that. His 

history is important for the message of the story. There is a period when he is in the "in 

between" stage of his conversion that leads to some of the funniest scenes in the movie. 

This is because his sinful self is mixing with the religiosity of his Catholic environment. We 

see him wander around confusedly in the middle of Mass when he walks into the church 

for the first time. We see him cuss in the confessional when all he's really trying to do is 

get his point across in the only way he knows how. We see him fumble over his words in 

front of a first-grade catechism class. The list goes on.

What made Stu remarkable in his holiness was that he knew he was an awkward sinner, 

but he never got discouraged and never stopped believing that God would love him 

anyway. He was honest with himself about his sins, but also believed in the merciful love 

that God had for him, so he persevered.

Many of us fail to strike the same balance of honesty and hope in our own spiritual lives. 

When we encounter our sin, we either deny the sin itself so that we don't have to believe 

we are sinners, or we acknowledge the sin without also acknowledging God's mercy, and 

that leads to discouragement. Father Stu avoided both of these extremes. He 

acknowledged his sins while also believing that God loved Him. It's this combination of 

honest self-knowledge and hope that allowed him to grow so much in the spiritual life over 

such a short period of time.

I would highly recommend this movie to Catholics and non-Catholics alike. If you haven't 

seen it yet, you should be aware that it portrays a sinner as a sinner and so it has some 

rough language which makes it inappropriate for immature audiences. Nevertheless, the 

lessons and themes that this movie seeks to portray as a whole are wholesome and 

worthwhile. Come ready both to laugh and to cry.
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir, please 

contact Michael Harrison 
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• Spring Social, Friday, April 22, 2022, 6-9 PM in the 

church hall. More info to come.

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• There will be a Continental Breakfast on April 24th.
• Sign up for drink booth for Festival below

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Classes resume April 24th.

MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• Bible Study, Sundays at 7:00PM in the First 

Communion Room.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• Please sign up to help with the festival below.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• Please sign up to help with the festival below.

LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• No event scheduled this week.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
• No event scheduled this week.

24th Food Festival Volunteer Sign-Up Link
See Page 7 for available volunteer slots.

April 24, 2022

We are happy to announce the
Banns of Marriage for the 

First Time for

Andrew Pearson & 

Sara Khoury

THE ORDER OF ST. SHARBEL
Did you know it costs an average of $50,000.00 to 
support one seminarian for a year?  The Order of St. 
Sharbel is there to support Maronite seminarians 
and retired priests.

You can join the Order as a Perpetual Member and 
pay $5,000 over a period of one year, or you can join 
as an Annual Member and pay $500 per year. All of 
the monies collected go to support the seminarians 
and the retired priests in our Eparchy.

This year, Bishop Elias will be here for our Festival 
(April 30-May 1, 2022), and will install new members 
from St. Elias into the Order of St. Sharbel at the 
10:30am Liturgy on Sunday, May 1, 2022. Currently, 
St. Elias has the largest number of members (mostly 
Perpetual) in the country.

For more information, or to join the Order of St. 
Sharbel, please call Mary Milton at 205-276-
2022. 

We are excited to announce that Blair has 

finished waterproofing the church. We 

even had to replace/repair the mortar in the 

bricks in the belltower above the arches as 

some of the bricks had started to chip and 

were in danger of eventually eroding and 

falling. You will also notice that there are 

no more green streaks from the roof 

bleeding onto the white facades in the 

tower. It was all cleaned and sealed. Next 

project up, new roof for the office building 

(old rectory) which is at end of life.

Before improvements After improvements

mailto:harmichael1992@icloud.com
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Applications for all scholarships offered by NAM can be found online

at www.namnews.org.

http://www.namnews.org/


WORK DAYS
THIS Saturday, April 23 we are back in the church hall to work on dessert samplers, numbering boxes, cleaning up grounds, 
and putting up signs! Come and bring your friends and families – all are welcome, no experience is necessary. We will start 
at 9AM and go until we finish. All workers who come and participate will be treated with a free meal.  We will also have 
work days every day leading up to the festival next week! Any time available, come on down to the church hall!

FESTIVAL IN THE MEDIA
First off thank you for joining us in our festival social media blitz, we have already reached over 10,000 people and still going 
strong. Again, just a reminder to please share festival posts online as we continue to showcase our festival online each day!

Look for us and record different segments next week as we have parishioners sharing our message to the community next 
week via TV and Radio. Here is a line up we have solidified:
•Tuesday, 4/26 at 9AM to 10AM - Talk of Alabama 33/40 - Chef and talk segment
Thursday, 4/28 at 12:30PM - Fox 6 WBRC - ZOOM
•Thursday, 4/28 at 8AM - Bhm Mt. Radio
•Thursday, 4/28 at 8AM (on air at 8:20AM) - Alabama Morning News with JT on NewsRadio 105.5 WERC
•Thursday, 4/28 morning show with Rob Conrad on Magic 96.5 FM
•Friday, 4/29 early morning Live with Jeh Jeh Good Day Alabama on WBRC Fox 6
Look for us on other online media organizations to come soon!

FESTIVAL YARD SIGNS
Be sure to pick up a yard sign in the hall or at the Church to place in your yard or wherever else that is safe! Spread the 
word!!

FESTIVAL 2022 MENU/ FLYERS IN THE HALL
Pick up flyers in the hall for a hard copy of the flyer or download the attached flyer as well and send to whoever you can!

CEDAR RUN 5K and CEDAR SHAKE FUN REGISTRATION
Sign up now for our 9th annual 5k run and 1 mile fun run on April 30th. Please go to this link to register online 
today: www.steliascedarrun.org. All proceeds of the race will benefit our new festival impact charity, JUST KEEP SMILING, a 
non-profit organization who helps to assist families with children in medical crisis - please visit their website 
at https://www.justkeepsmiling.org to learn more about them.

Please contact Jackie Boohaker at jcboohaker@gmail.com for race donor/sponsor information or more race specific details. 
All race forms are available from previous email, church bulletin or in the vestibule!

SILENT AUCTION - STILL IN NEED OF ITEMS
We are bringing our auction back indoors this year and looking for a good assortment of new items to donate! Plane tickets, 
hotels, vacation packages, date night packages, sports memorabilia, sports tickets, concerts, local restaurants, local stores, 
jewelry, shopping sprees etc. are all welcome to add to the auction.

Please contact Kimberly Stephens at 205-908-0787 or at kimberlye.stephens@gmail.com for wanting to add items, pick up 
items or any other information about our auction.

SEE FESTIVAL UPDATE (PAGE 2)
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Scan here for
Festival Flyer

April 24, 2022

Festival Update (page 1)
NEXT WEEK IS FESTIVAL TIME! 

THE RETURN IS NEAR!!

https://runsignup.com/Race/AL/Birmingham/Cedar5K?remMeAttempt=
https://www.justkeepsmiling.org/
mailto:jcboohaker@gmail.com
mailto:kimberlye.stephens@gmail.com
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Scan here for
Festival Flyer24th ANNUAL FESTIVAL – SCHEDULE

Saturday, 4/23/22 Festival Set-up

Mon-Thurs, 4/25 – 4/28 Work Days

April 24, 2022

Available Slots for the Food Festival
• Delivery Order Prep: Helps fill the delivery orders and load into delivery driver cars
• Kitchen Prep:  Prepare food for heating in the ovens.
• Kitchen Runners:  Transport food from ovens to all serving lines
• Beans and Rice:  Helps to prepare and cook the beans and rice.
• Front Service Box: Fills the orders and hands to customer on the main line.
• Front Serving Line:  Makes the plates of food on the main line.
• Sweet Booth:  Works to fill dessert orders in the sweet booth.
• Indoor Drink Booth:  Assist the Jr. MYO with drinks
• Takeout:  Plates and serves food through the takeout window.
• Salad:  Works to prepare the salad. Note that salad is now a separate item, so we expect to sell less 

salad.
• Ice Cream:  Serves and sells ice cream at the ice cream station.
• Silent Auction:  Monitors the silent auction room.
• YOU CAN SIGN UP FOR ANY OF THESE SLOTS AT THE HIGHLIGHTED LINK AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE! It is a 

lot of fun and you will enjoy the camaraderie as well as help your parish succeed.  Thanks for all you do!!

• In addition, would you be willing to loan us an iPad or iPod Touch to be used with our cashier system?  If 
so, please drop off at the church on Saturday, April 23rd between 10:00am and 12:00pm. We still need 18.

ATTENTION DANCERS AND PARENTS

• The festival has purchased costumes that each age group will dance in this year. These are the only 
approved costumes allowed to dance in as of which we want to use each year hereafter. Please ensure 
that your costumes are turned in by the final dance Saturday night April 30. Failure to turn in your 
costume will result in you or your parent being charged full price of costume to reimburse the Festival/ 
Church. Contact Anthony Bolus for any questions or problems. Thank you!

FINAL WORD
Things are coming together to bring the festival back in person. Whether it's helping at cooking sessions 
leading up to the festival or helping during the two days of the festival, come on down! For those not able to 
attend in person, donate a silent auction item, share our social media posts online, pray for us all and tell 
everyone you know that St. Elias is BACK this year! We can do this, but only together as a family - it takes a 
village! Let's keep on cooking, sharing, and praying together to make this a great year for THE RETURN!

Anthony

CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP NOW 24th Food Festival Volunteer Sign-Up Link

Festival Update (page 2)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4DAAAC22AAF5C25-2022
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St. Elias Maronite Church

Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes

The Pastoral Council meeting was held on April 6, 2022

• The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was $276,080.32 Monthly 
contributions and normal operating expenses remain consistent. Campus maintenance still ongoing and being 
paid for out of the general operating fund with current expenses for work performed year to date of $85,2850.  

• Bishop Elias will be visiting the parish and attending the festival on April 29th and 30th.   

• As the waterproofing of the campus continued, Blair roofing identified additional repairs on the mortar on the 
bricks from the arches of the bell tower up and provided a proposal to repoint new mortar before the 
waterproofing of the bell tower could be completed.  The council approved the additional repairs and 
waterproofing of the church campus has now been completed.

• SEMA is planning a movie night on April 20, 2022, at AMC Patton Creek location to see the movie Father Stu. 
More detailed information on ticket sales will be emailed out and in the weekly bulletin.  

• St. Elias Men’s Group held a work session on April 10th to assist in preparing the church for Holy Week. Also, an 
abbreviated Men’s Bible study will begin in May.  Please see the weekly bulletin for additional information. 

• The council needs to identify owners of the parish Facebook pages.  An effort is underway to revamp our social 
media accounts. If you are an owner of any social media page for the church, please contact Jimmy Mezrano at 
jmezjr@me.com.  

• MYO will have its annual Catfish Dinner and Easter Egg Hunt this year. More details will be in the weekly bulletin.  

• The Eparchy Synod survey was emailed out to the parish on March 31, 2022.  Please take a moment to complete 
the survey.  A summary of the survey will be sent to Bishop Elias as well as to all members of the parish. 

• The office building plans and contracts are being finalized with work to start soon. Asbestos test on the 
administration roof was positive.  Simon Roofing is proposing removal and replacement cost as part of the Admin 
Building project.   More progress will be announced in the weekly bulletin. 

• Festival preparation and planning is ongoing with cooking sessions in progress.  All are encouraged to attend 
preparation this coming Saturday and the week of the Festival.  

• June Family nights are being planned for all 5 Wednesdays in the month of June.  A meal will be provided each 
Wednesday night.  Family nights will include Ladies Altar Society meeting at the first one, a Festival Wrap up one 
night, and the last one will be the beginning of the new weekly Abouna led series on apologetics.  More 
information to come in the bulletin.
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22-Mar 22-Feb YTD 2022

Income $64,368 $43,606 $145,338 

Expense ($130,270) ($51,247) ($200,675)

Net ($65,902) ($7,641) ($55,336)

mailto:jmezjr@me.com
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St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact

Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the Lord and love 
having a good time. If you’re interested, contact Rosa-

Marie at 
rosamarie@stelias.org or leave a message for her at 

205.903.8700

Ladies’ Altar Society
Now accepting new members!

Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Phone:  205-492-0310

Email: josephjandd@aol.com

Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

Whether you are building your forever home
or planning a budget friendly refresh of your
kitchen or bath, VW Gallerie consultants will
help deliver the best solutions for your project.

VW Gallerie has the most knowledgeable
consultants who are dedicated to providing
exceptional customer service so that your
experience with us is an enjoyable one.

It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient
locations. Schedule your appointment today.

vwplumbingsupply.com

mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
http://www.stelias.org/
https://stelias.org/
mailto:jmezjr@me.com
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:josephjandd@aol.com
http://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/

