April 9-10, 2022 - Hosanna Sunday

Passion Week Liturgy Schedule on Page 2
Passion Week Liturgy Intentions
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:
Monday, 8:00 AM:

Louis, Billie and Margaret Shaia (requested by Camille Butrus)
John and Rahaj Shaia (requested by Camille Butrus)
Janice Stewart (requested by the family)
In Thanksgiving for a successful surgery for Norman Bolus and continued
healing (requested by the family)
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Antoinette Shalita
Wednesday, 8:00 AM:
Elizabeth A. Boohaker (requested by Selema Rookis)
ALL OTHER LITURGIES WILL BE FOR THE INTENTIONS OF THE PARISHIONERS OF ST. ELIAS

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

2022 Passion Week & Easter Schedule
Lazarus Saturday, April 9:
• 8:00 AM – Lazarus Saturday Liturgy
• 5:00 PM – Hosanna Sunday Liturgy
• Blessing of the Branches
• Hosanna Sunday Indoor Procession
• Lector: Paul Bolus
• Altar Server: Jack Dahle
• Altar Server: Ben Dahle
Hosanna Sunday, April 10:
• 8:00 AM – Hosanna Sunday Liturgy
• Blessing of the Branches
• Hosanna Sunday Indoor Procession
• Lector: Beverly Kimes
• Altar Server: Kate Butrus
• Altar Server: Mitchell Lawrence
• 10:30 AM - Hosanna Sunday Liturgy
• Blessing of the Branches
• Hosanna Sunday Outdoor Procession
• Lector: Joe Harrison
• Altar Server: Elias Marinelli
• Altar Server: Jackson Travis
• Altar Server: Ryder Travis
• Altar Server: Robert Dean
• Altar Server: Emma Whitt
• 6:30 PM – Ramsho (Evening Prayer)
Passion Monday, April 11:
• 7:30 AM – Safro (Morning Prayer)
• 8:00 AM – Liturgy
• 6:30 PM – Ramsho (Evening Prayer)
• 7:00 PM – Service of Coming to the
Harbor

Passion Tuesday, April 12:
• 7:30 AM – Safro (Morning Prayer)
• 8:00 AM – Liturgy
• 6:30 PM – Ramsho (Evening Prayer)
• 7:00 PM – Service of Coming to the Harbor
Passion Wednesday, April 13:
• 7:30 AM – Safro (Morning Prayer)
• 8:00 AM – Liturgy
• 6:30 PM – Ramsho (Evening Prayer)
• 7:00 PM – Service of the Rite of the Lamp

Thursday of the Mysteries, April 14:
NO MORNING LITURGY
• 10:00 AM – Safro
• 7:00 PM – Liturgy
• Lector: Danny Bostany
• Altar Servers please arrive by 6:15 PM to
practice.
• Washing of the Feet
• 8:00 PM to Midnight: Exposition & Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament (At least 2 people
per hour)
Great Friday of the Crucifixion, April 15:
DAY OF FAST & ABSTINENCE
Remember to bring fresh flowers for the
7:00 PM Burial of Our Lord
• 7:30 AM – Safro
• 8:00 AM – Liturgy of the Signing of the
Chalice
• 3:00 PM – Stations of the Cross
• 5:00 PM – Catfish Dinner
• 7:00 PM – Burial of Our Lord
• Lector: Paul Bolus
• Altar Servers: High School-aged servers
arrive by 6:30 PM to practice.
• Holy Land Good Friday Collection
Saturday of the Light, April 16:
• 8:30 AM – Safro (Morning Prayer)
• 9:00 AM – Prayer of Forgiveness
• 10:00 AM until Noon – Confessions
• 2:00-4:00 PM – Easter Egg Hunt
• 5:00 PM – Easter Vigil Liturgy & Ceremony of
Peace
• Lector: Paul Bolus
• Altar Servers please arrive 30 minutes
ahead of liturgy to practice.
The Glorious Resurrection, April 17:
• Midnight – Easter Liturgy & Ceremony of Peace
• Lector: Maron Boohaker
• Altar Servers please arrive 30 minutes
ahead of liturgy to practice
• NO 8:00 AM LITURGY
• 10:30 AM – Easter Liturgy & Ceremony of Peace
• Lector: John Bolus
• Altar Servers please arrive 30 minutes
ahead of liturgy to practice.
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CONTRIBUTIONS:
April 3, 2022
General Fund: $6,670.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes
now and sign up for this convenient way to give to St.
Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule
it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:
Norman Bolus, Michael Gray, Louise Josof,
Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf,
Helen Phipps, Teresa Ragusa,
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone,
Josephine Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our
parish sick unless they specifically request
to be on the Sick List. Call the church office
or email rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.
ALTAR SERVER PRACTICE
For Hosanna Sunday and Easter Sunday liturgies:
Saturday, April 9th at 3:45 PM, in the church.
We will finish by 4:30 PM.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
If you would like to spend an hour in
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on
Thursday of the Mysteries, April 14, 2022,
CLICK HERE or call Rosa-Marie to sign up.
All are welcome and you don’t have to sign
up to spend this time with the Blessed
Sacrament. We need at least two people
each hour from 8:00 PM to midnight.
2022 EPARCHIAL LENTEN
APPEAL PROGRESS
$7,427.00
We are at 46% of our goal!
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Holy Land Great Friday Collection
Every year on Great Friday, a collection is taken
up in Catholic Churches to support the work of the
Franciscans working in the Holy Land. Christians
there rely heavily on the help that comes to them
from this worldwide collection.
The Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land in
America is part of a world-wide network of
Commissariats of the Holy Land which function as
bridges between the Holy Land and Christians all
over the world. The Franciscan Monastery in
Washington, D.C., coordinates this vital support
for the work of the Franciscans who work in the
Holy Land.
The Franciscans of the Custody of the Holy Land
have the unique responsibility to care for the Holy
Places as well for the “Living Stones,” the
Christians living there. It is vital that we support
Christians living in the Holy Land, in order to
maintain a Christian presence in the very land
made holy by the life, death and Resurrection of
Jesus.

Call to Action
There have been over one hundred and twenty
reported incidents of vandalism, arson, and other
destruction at Catholic sites in the United States
since May of 2020, as well as attacks on the
property of other faith groups. These
incidents undermine life and dignity for all. Houses
of worship are sacred—set apart to be treated with
special care and respect. The civic peace of a
pluralistic society requires that people are free to
worship without fear.
The Church teaches that the government has the
duty to foster the conditions in which religion can
thrive. Urge governmental officials to shine a light
on this problem by speaking up when churches
and other houses of worship are attacked,
and encourage Congress to adequately fund
the Nonprofit Security Grant
Program today!
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From Abouna Peter

Becoming God?
Sometimes in theology, when a concept is described by multiple terms, it means it is
really important. For example, the Eucharist is referred to by that term, but also
"Communion," the "Bread of Life," "The Offering," "The Mystery of Mysteries," and so
on.
Another example of this is the idea of theosis, also referred to as "divinization" and
"deification." Having three terms for the same idea means it is quite important. Theosis
is the process by which God makes a person like Himself. He transforms a human being
so that the human is like God. In other words, God gives a person a share in His own
nature. St. Athanasius is most famous for describing this concept in the following way:
"God became man so that men could become God." We talk about it in our own liturgy
as well when we pray "You have united oh Lord, your divinity with our humanity, and our
humanity with your divinity." Most importantly, we find the foundation to this idea in
the Scriptures: "Through these, He has given us His precious and magnificent promises,
so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature." (2 Peter 1:4) This
From Abouna
Peter
is important because it describes our end goal. Our mission is not only to become
a
"good person." Our mission is to become God.
Usually when I explain this concept, people's first reaction is to believe that this elevates
us too much. It almost feels like a prideful sin to believe that we should partake in God's
nature. I would argue that we feel this way only because we think of God improperly. It
is natural to think about how God is all-powerful, and how we as humans would likely
abuse that kind of power. Nevertheless, God's omnipotence is not the only thing He
wants to give us. He also wants to give us a share in His humility, His love, His virtue. As
we commemorate the passion of Our Lord, we realize that Jesus acts in a way no one
expects God to act. True, He's all powerful, but He is also obedient, humble, and
submissive. He loves with all His heart. In addition to mere power, these are also divine
qualities that God wants to impart to us. Jesus is fully divine and fully human. This
means that to become perfect as a human being is to become God. Are we prepared to
accept this calling?
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir,
please contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).
JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• No event scheduled this week.
•
•
•
•

•

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
Breakfast will resume on April 24th.
MUST register for the retreat by April 22nd.
Catfish Dinner on Good Friday – be there at
1:00 PM or as soon after as possible.
Saturday before Easter – confessions at
12:00 PM, then set up for Easter Egg Hunt at
2:00 PM
Sign up for drink booth for Festival
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Following are the Eparchy’s guidelines
for Lent:
The Great Friday of the Crucifixion
(Good Friday) is a day of abstinence for
all Catholics over the age of 14. Fasting
as well as abstinence is also obligatory
for those from the ages of 18-59.
• Abstinence means abstinence
from meat and meat products.
• Fast means no food from
midnight-noon except plain
water.

Catfish Dinner on Great Friday,
April 15th, 2022

Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• No classes for Palm Sunday & Easter Sunday
• Classes resume April 24th.
MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• Bible Study, Sundays at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.

Beginning at 5:00 PM
Deadline to order is
Tuesday, April 12th!!
CLICK HERE to order:

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• Movie night, April 20th, “Father Stu”
• Sign up to work at Festival
MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• Sunday, April 10, after 10:30 AM liturgy, move
the tomb from parish hall to altar.
• Please sign up to help with the festival. Link is
on page 6.
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• No event scheduled this week.
PASTORAL COUNCIL
• No event scheduled this week.

Easter Egg Hunt
2:00 PM-4:00 PM
Saturday, April 16, 2022
Parents: Please bring one
dozen plastic Easter eggs
with wrapped candy (not
chocolate) or tiny toys
in them to hide.

Also: This is a BYOB (bring
your own basket) event!

April 10, 2022
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FESTIVAL UPDATE
21 DAYS AWAY TIL FESTIVAL TIME! Let's go!!
TOMORROW, we are back in the church hall to bring back another classic favorite of the old days of festival times before
COVID-19 - Kaak (plain and date).
Come and bring your friends and families – all are welcome, no experience is necessary. We will start at 9AM and go until
we finish. All workers who come and participate will be treated with a free meal.
SIGN-UP TO WORK FESTIVAL LINK BELOW
It's time to sign-up for a shift or more for the festival! Please click on the sign-up link below:
24th Food Festival Volunteer Sign-Up Link
FESTIVAL YARD SIGNS
Be sure to pick up a yard sign in the hall or at the Church to place in your yard or wherever else that is safe! Spread the
word!!
FESTIVAL 2022 MENU/ FLYERS IN THE HALL
Pick up flyers in the hall for a hard copy of the flyer or download the attached flyer as well and send to whoever you can!
CEDAR RUN 5K and CEDAR SHAKE FUN REGISTRATION
Sign up now for our 9th annual 5k run and 1 mile fun run on April 30th. Please go to this link to register online
today: www.steliascedarrun.org. All proceeds of the race will benefit our new festival impact charity, JUST KEEP SMILING, a
non-profit organization who helps to assist families with children in medical crisis - please visit their website
at https://www.justkeepsmiling.org to learn more about them.
Please contact Jackie Boohaker at jcboohaker@gmail.com for race donor/sponsor information or more race specific
details. All race forms are available from previous email, church bulletin or in the vestibule!
SILENT AUCTION - STILL IN NEED OF ITEMS
We are bringing our auction back indoors this year and looking for a good assortment of new items to donate! Plane
tickets, hotels, vacation packages, date night packages, sports memorabilia, sports tickets, concerts, local restaurants, local
stores, jewelry, shopping sprees etc. are all welcome to add to the auction.
Please contact Kimberly Stephens at 205-908-0787 or at kimberlye.stephens@gmail.com for wanting to add items, pick up
items or any other information about our auction.
FINAL WORD
Things are coming together to bring the festival back in person. Whether it's helping at cooking sessions leading up to the
festival or helping during the two days of the festival, come on down! For those not able to attend in person, donate a
silent auction item, share our social media posts online, pray for us all and tell everyone you know that St. Elias is BACK this
year! We can do this, but only together as a family - it takes a village! Let's keep on cooking, sharing, and praying together
to make this a great year for THE RETURN!
Anthony
24th ANNUAL FESTIVAL – COOKING SCHEDULE

Saturday, 4/9/22 Kaak
Saturday, 4/23/22 Festival Set-up
Mon-Thurs, 4/25 – 4/28 Work Days

Scan here for
Festival Flyer
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Monday, April 18, 2022
4:00 PM Central
Via Zoom

We'd like to remind you that that registration for our 2022 National MYO
Conference is now open!

Head on over to www.maroniteyouth.org and register now. Early bird
pricing has been extended to April 22, so please register as soon as
possible!
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THE ORDER OF ST SHARBEL

IN SUPPORT OF OUR SEMINARIANS TODAY-FOR THE MARONITE CHURCH OF TOMORROW
Did you know it costs an average of
$50,000.00 to support one seminarian for
a year? The Order of St. Sharbel is there
to support Maronite seminarians and
retired priests.
You can join the Order as a Perpetual
Member and pay $5,000 over a period of
one year, or you can join as an Annual
Member and pay $500 per year. All of the
monies collected go to support the
seminarians and the retired priests in our
Eparchy.
This year, Bishop Elias will be here for our
Festival (April 29-30, 2022), and will install
new members from St. Elias into the Order
of St. Sharbel at the 10:30am Liturgy on
Sunday, May 1, 2022. Currently, St. Elias
has the largest number of members
(mostly Perpetual) in the country.
For more information, or to join the Order
of St. Shabel, please call Mary Milton at
205-276-2022.

PRAYER OF ST. SHARBEL
God, our Lord. Father of all beings, King of Heaven, yours is my eternal devotion. You have preached your word in every
corner of the planet and with the love you have glorified Saints who, inspired by your life and your miracles, protect
believers in earthly space. Today, I address you, St. Charbel, with deep concern in my heart and mind. I find myself going
through a complicated process in my life and the decisions I make feel like they are not on the right track.
I find myself lost and not knowing what to do for what I ask of you, that you may intercede before God for me to clear my
thoughts and guide me to the truth. You have the strength of Christ in your heart, and I beg you to teach me to make the
right decisions as you did in your time. It illuminates the path I must follow because the fog hides it to deceive me and
lead me towards evil.
God manifests Himself to the world through you and your miracles, so I implore you to protect me from all the evil that
surrounds me. Dissipate the fog, remove people with bad intentions from me, protect my home, my family, and my
workplace because through them, I am happy. Intercede for me before the Kingdom of Heaven.
I beg you to protect me with your mantle of love, as you have done with millions of people.
Amen.

April 10, 2022

St. Elias Maronite Church

-6-

Page 9

St. Elias Professional Network
Whether you are building your forever home
or planning a budget friendly refresh of your
kitchen or bath, VW Gallerie consultants will
help deliver the best solutions for your project.
VW Gallerie has the most knowledgeable
consultants who are dedicated to providing
exceptional customer service so that your
experience with us is an enjoyable one.
It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient
locations. Schedule your appointment today.

vwplumbingsupply.com

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796

Ladies’ Altar Society
Now accepting new members!
Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Phone: 205-492-0310
Email: josephjandd@aol.com
To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact
Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the Lord and love
having a good time. If you’re interested, contact RosaMarie at
rosamarie@stelias.org or leave a message for her at
205.903.8700

