March 19-20, 2022
Parable of the Prodigal Son

This Week’s Lenten Schedule
Liturgy, Saturday, 5:00 pm
Lector: Valerie Wepfer
Liturgy, Sunday, 8:00 AM
Lector: John Bolus
Liturgy, Sunday, 10:30 AM
Lector: Maron Boohaker
Liturgy, Monday, 12:00 PM
Rosary at 11:30 AM
Liturgy, Tuesday, 8:00 AM
Rosary after liturgy
Liturgy, Wednesday, 12:00 PM
Rosary at 11:30 AM
Liturgy, Thursday, 12:00 PM
Rosary at 11:30 AM
Friday:
• Communion Service Only
• 7:00 PM Stations and Adoration of the Cross
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Weekend Liturgy Intentions
Saturday, 5:00 PM: In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph
(requested by Maggie
Boohaker and family)
Sunday, 8:00 AM:

Tofe and Helen Bolus Anniversary (requested by
the family)

Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Leslie Abdo (40 Days)
(requested by the family)

The Eparchial Development Appeal continues through
Lent. See page 2 for more information.

St. Elias Maronite Church
836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of March 21 – 27, 2022

DAILY LITURGY AT NOON UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
Monday:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

For a special intention
Leslie Abdo (requested by Norman and Lisa Bolus)
Matthew Salim Wehby (requested by Theresa Wehby and family)
Joe and Yvonne Joseph (requested by Selema Rookis)
Communion Service Only
Raymond Garnem (requested by Joe and Barbara Zarzaur)
Janice Stewart and Mike & Pennies Boackle (requested by the family)
Salim & Maheba Wehby and Matthew Salim Wehby (requested by Theresa Wehby)

CONTRIBUTIONS:
March 6, 2022
General Fund: $9,223.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once
and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:
Michael Gray, Louise Josof, Naomi Kassouf,
Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps, Teresa Ragusa,
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone, Josephine Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick
unless they specifically request to be on the Sick
List. Call the church office or email
rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.

2022 EPARCHIAL LENTEN APPEAL
PROGRESS

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
March 26-27, 2022
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Danny Bostany
John Henley
Matthew Bolus

ALTAR SERVER MEETING
There will be a reorganizational meeting for all
potential altar servers in our parish and their
parents on Friday, March 18th, 2022 from 5
pm to 6:45pm in the church hall. A Lenten
meal of cheese and veggie pizzas and salad will
be provided for all attending. Come prepared to
discuss your thoughts and/or concerns on how
to revitalize this important service to our parish.
If interested please contact Paul Bolus or
Norman Bolus at either pbolus@bradley.com
or normanbolus@yahoo.com . Please plan, if
possible, to stay for Stations of the Cross and
adoration of the cross at 7pm in the church.

$16,000.00

SPONSORING A FAMILY IN LEBANON 2022

$14,000.00

The Eparchy has once again asked that St. Elias
sponsor some families who are in dire need in
Lebanon.

$12,000.00

1.

$10,000.00
$8,000.00
$6,000.00

27%

$4,000.00
$4377.00
$2,000.00

$0

2.

You can make payments as follows:
a) Send a check to St. Elias with
“Lebanon Family” in the memo.
b) Donate online through St. Elias by
going to www.stelias.org and
clicking on the “Donate” button.
From there you can click on
“Sponsor Lebanon Family.”
Note that you must be willing to sponsor
the family for 12 MONTHS.
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From Abouna Peter

Sts. Perpetua and Felicity
Saints Perpetua and Felicity are some of the most well-known early church martyrs. Even if we
don't know anything about their lives, their names may sound familiar to us because they come
up in one of the Roman Catholic Eucharistic prayers. They were martyred in the Roman Colony
of Carthage at the beginning of the third century.
The account of their martyrdom is special because we have the events as St. Perpetua
herself described them in a journal. They describe all of the pressure from the Romans and from
their family to abandon the faith, as well as the visions they experienced which motivated them
to stay faithful. One of the motifs that emerges in the diary is the importance and relevance of
youth in Christian living.
Throughout the account, the youth of these catechumens is consistently highlighted. Even the
first line reads, "A number of young catechumens were arrested" (emphasis added.) Christianity
was a unique religion at the time because many religions had an emphasis only on what is old.
In Rome, a religion could not be sanctioned as acceptable if it did not have some level of
antiquity. Antiquity, a respect for tradition, and a love for the ancient are all features of
Christianity; however, Christianity added something new in that it saw value in youthful virtue.

From Abouna Peter

Take the youthful spirit of rebellion for example. We all know that at the youthful time of life,
there is a fire inside of us that wants to rebel against established norms. Oftentimes, if this is left
unchecked, it can lead to law-breaking and immorality. That sense of rebellion scares us as a
result, and it is often viewed as a fire that needs to be quenched.

Not so in the account of Perpetua and Felicity. These youth are fiery and rebellious...but also
incredibly mature. We see them stand up to Roman authorities and even stand up to their own
parents, but always in a respectful manner, and for the sake of virtue. They are not rebels for the
sake of being rebels. They rebel only against what they perceive to be immoral, unjust, and
irreligious. In their visions, they fight dragons with youthful spunk. In life, they rebel against the
Roman Empire's attempts to objectify them with a rebellious modesty.

Perpetua and Felicity could not have been the heroic martyrs that they were if they were not
young. God used them to showcase the power of youthful energy in spreading the Gospel.
Christianity started out very much as a religion for the young, without neglecting the lives of the
elderly. I hope that in our present day and age, we can rediscover the allure our faith originally
had toward the young.
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/maps/primary/perpetua.html
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
CHOIR
• If you are interested in joining the Choir,
please contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).
JR. MYO (Junior Maronite Youth Organization)
• No event scheduled this week.

MYO (Maronite Youth Organization)
• Breakfast after the 8:00 AM Liturgy on
Sunday.
Maronite Christian Formation (MCF)
• Classes will meet at 9:15 AM on Sunday.
• First Communion Student will have a special
ceremony Sunday, March 20, 2022 at 9:50
AM. Parents are encouraged to attend and
participate.
MYA (Maronite Young Adults)
• Bible Study, Sundays at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.
SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
• Food Festival cooking session Saturday,
March 26th @9:00 AM
MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
• No event scheduled this week.
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY
• No event scheduled this week.
PASTORAL COUNCIL
• No event scheduled this week.
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Following are the Eparchy’s guidelines for
Lent:
• Abstinence means abstinence from
meat and meat products.
• Fast means no food from midnightnoon except plain water.
• All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence
from meat. Fasting from midnight – noon
daily is optional.
• On the Fridays of Lent, we will have
Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm.
• Good Friday is a day of abstinence for all
Catholics over the age of 14. Fasting as well
as abstinence is also obligatory for those
from the ages of 18-59.
Thanks to all who attended the
Adult Bible study this last year. The
Adult Bible study concluded this
past Wednesday. The next phase
of adult catechesis will start during June family
nights and will likely focus on apologetics. If you
have any different ideas please let Abouna
know. More details to follow.

NOTE: Abouna will be out of town on a
mandatory Lenten Retreat Monday thru
Friday (March 21-25, 2022). Father Mitch
Pacwa will celebrate the liturgy Monday
thru Thursday and there will be a
Communion service on Friday.
FIRST COMMUNION CEREMONY
First Communion students will have a
special ceremony this Sunday at 9:50 a.m.
All parents are encouraged to attend and
participate.
Sympathy is extended to Dianne Bostany Blake and her
family on the death of her husband, Richard Eugene
Blake, who died on March 15, 2022.
“Eternal rest grant unto him, O
Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon him.”

EASTER LILIES
See Page 9 for info on purchasing an Easter Lily for the altar.
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FESTIVAL UPDATE
Thank you to everyone that came out last weekend as we finished off meat pies strong on Saturday giving us over
3,000 meat pies and on Sunday, we knocked out 2,500 falafel balls as well!!
There will be no cooking session tomorrow but we will start back up next Saturday on 3/26!! Use this weekend to
spread the word that the festival is BACK to the days of pre-covid-19! THE RETURN to normal is happening for
this festival!!
SIGN UP LIST TO WORK FESTIVAL
Be on watch over the next 2 weeks or less for an email from me with a link for everyone to sign up to work the
festival! We are putting the finishing touches on it and will get to you all soon!
FESTIVAL 2022 MENU ATTACHED/ FLYERS IN THE HALL
Pick up flyers in the hall for a hard copy of the flyer or download the attached flyer as well and send to whoever
you can! You can either CLICK HERE for a copy of the flyer, or scan the QR code in the bottom right corner.
CEDAR RUN 5K and CEDAR SHAKE FUN REGISTRATION
Sign up now for our 9th annual 5k run and 1 mile fun run on April 30th. Please go to this link to register online
today: www.steliascedarrun.org. All proceeds of the race will benefit our new festival impact charity, JUST KEEP
SMILING, a non-profit organization who helps to assist families with children in medical crisis - please visit their
website at https://www.justkeepsmiling.org to learn more about them.
Please contact Jackie Boohaker at jcboohaker@gmail.com for race donor/sponsor information or more race specific
details. All race forms are available from previous email, church bulletin or in the vestibule!
SILENT AUCTION - STILL IN NEED OF ITEMS
We are bringing our auction back indoors this year and looking for a good assortment of new items to donate!
Plane tickets, hotels, vacation packages, date night packages, sports memorabilia, sports tickets, concerts, local
restaurants, local stores, jewelry, shopping sprees etc. are all welcome to add to the auction.
Please contact Kimberly Stephens at 205-908-0787 or at kimberlye.stephens@gmail.com for wanting to add
items, pick up items or any other information about our auction.
FINAL WORD
Things are coming together to bring the festival back in person. Whether it's helping at cooking sessions leading
up to the festival or helping during the two days of the festival, come on down! For those not able to attend in
person, donate a silent auction item, share our social media posts online, pray for us all and tell everyone you
know that St. Elias is BACK this year! We can do this, but only together as a family - it takes a village! Let's keep
on cooking, sharing, and praying together to make this a great year for THE RETURN!
Anthony

24th ANNUAL FESTIVAL – COOKING SCHEDULE

Saturday, 3/26/22 Grape Leaves
Saturday, 4/2/22 Grape Leaves
Saturday, 4/9/22 Kaak
Saturday, 4/23/22 Festival Set-up
Mon-Thurs, 4/25 – 4/28 Work Days

Scan here for
Festival Flyer
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CLICK HERE FOR A FILLABLE FORM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89551638537?pwd=
OWp1QnJaaHRUUkw4bGtRZFN6bS83UT09
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St. Elias Maronite Church
Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes

The Pastoral Council meeting was held on March 14, 2022

o

The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was $337,576.36
Monthly contributions and normal operating expenses remain consistent with some campus maintenance
still ongoing and being paid for out of the general operating fund.

Income
Expense
Net
o

o

o

-6-
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22-Feb
22-Jan YTD 2022
$43,606
$37,365
$80,971
($51,247) ($20,566)
($71,615)
($7,641) $16,799
$9,356

Waterproofing of the church campus continues. Currently the Church is being worked on and you will see
scaffolding and starting this week a crane for the steeple to do the work. At the same time some
missing/damaged roof tiles will be replaced caused by the recent hail and wind storm.
SEMA held a dinner / movie night on March 5, 2022. The movie was War Room. Thanks to all who help
made it successful and all those who attended. An April event is being planned and all are encouraged to
attend. More information on the April event to be in the weekly bulletin.
The final Wednesday night Lenten Ramsho Service at 6pm, Lenten Meal at 6:30pm and Bible Study at 7pm
will be held on March 16, 2022. Attendance has been good.

o

St. Elias Men’s Group held a cookout in the church hall after 5pm Liturgy on March 12, 2022. April event is
being planned and all are encouraged to attend to continue our fellowship for the parish family.

o

Annual MYO National Workshop will be in person this year at St. Vincent’s College in Latrobe Pa. All
members are encouraged to attend this year’s event.

o

MYO annual catfish dinner is being planned for Great Friday as well as the Annul MYO Easter Egg hunt.
More details will be in the weekly bulletin.

o

Jr. MYO is now being led by Bradley & Nicole Shirah. A Lenten social was held on Friday March 11, 2022
and they attended Stations of the Cross together.

o

The Council discussed the upcoming World Games and the fact that events will be taking place at Bessie
Estelle Park and the UAB soccer fields. The Council decided to ask the various organizations in the church
if one is interested in coordinating parking and concessions.

o

The administrative building plans and contracts are being finalized with work to start soon on the roof
which must be replaced.

o

St. Elias spring sports are underway. Leagues and signups will be in the bulletin once sports teams are
formed, and participation / interest is gauged.

o

Festival preparation and planning is ongoing with cooking sessions in progress. All are encouraged to
attend the Saturday sessions for much needed prep help. Next cooking session is March 26th.

o

There will be a reorganizational meeting for all potential altar servers in our parish and their parents on
Friday, March 18th, 2022 from 5 pm to 6:45pm in the church hall. A Lenten meal will be provided.
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If you are interested in attending, please CLICK HERE for the application.
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EASTER LILIES
I would like a lily placed on the altar at Easter,

Lilies are $10 each and can be purchased by sending a check to the Church Office,
Attn: Rosa-Marie or by contacting LaVonne Williamson @205-936-9569. Please order by April
8, 2022 so we have time to purchase and place them on the altar.
Please note that this year, due to supply chain issues, the florist will only guarantee us 90
lilies. We are offering them on a first-come/first-serve basis. Call Rosa-Marie @205-251-5057
ext. 2 before you place your order to ensure we still have them available.

EASTER LILIES
I would like a lily placed on the altar at Easter,

Lilies are $10 each and can be purchased by sending a check to the Church Office,
Attn: Rosa-Marie or by contacting LaVonne Williamson @205-936-9569. Please order by April
8, 2022 so we have time to purchase and place them on the altar.
Please note that this year, due to supply chain issues, the florist will only guarantee us 90
lilies. We are offering them on a first-come/first-serve basis. Call Rosa-Marie @205-251-5057
ext. 2 before you place your order to ensure we still have them available.

Whether you are building your forever home or planning a
budget friendly refresh of your kitchen or bath, VW Gallerie
consultants will help deliver the best solutions for your project.
VW Gallerie has the most knowledgeable consultants who are
dedicated to providing exceptional customer service so that
your experience with us is an enjoyable one.
It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient locations.
Call and schedule your appointment today.

St. Elias Professional Network

BIRMINGHAM
3320 2ND AVENUE S
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35222
205.324.0521

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

PELHAM
221 INDUSTRIAL PKWY.
Pelham, AL 35124
205.663.1336
TUSCALOOSA
712 20TH AVENUE
TUSCALOOSA, AL 35124
205.758.8621
vwplumbingsupply.com
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM •
APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796

vwplumbingsupply.com

Ladies’ Altar Society
Now accepting new members!
Contact Jan Joseph for more info!
Phone: 205-492-0310
Email: josephjandd@aol.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact
Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults)
is a dynamic group of adults who love the Lord and love
having a good time. If you’re interested, contact RosaMarie at
rosamarie@stelias.org or leave a message for her at
205.903.8700

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
@7:00 PM Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent each week via email.

