February 19-20, 2022
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed

Liturgy Schedule

Lector Schedule
February 19-20. 2022

NOTE: WEEKDAY LITURGY TIMES HAVE CHANGED
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Tue: 8:00 AM
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 12:00 NOON
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Danny Bostany
John Bolus
Maron Boohaker

Weekend Liturgy Intentions
Saturday, 5:00 PM:

Regina Azar-1 year anniversary (requested by George & Helen Shunnarah & family)

Sunday, 8:00 AM:

S.G. & Badia Shaia (requested by Leo & Jacquelyn Shaia)

Sunday, 10:30 AM:

For Deceased of the Harrison Family (requested by Joe & Lil Harrison & sons)

St. Elias Maronite Church
836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of February 21-27, 2022

DAILY LITURGY AT NOON UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
Monday:
Tuesday, 8:00 AM:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Special Intention
Sue Habeishi (req. by Fred & Ghada Habeishi & family)
For the deceased in the Sacco and Palumbo families (req. by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Special Intention
For all those suffering from COVID-19
Raymond Garnem (requested by Joe and Barbara Zarzaur)
Anis and Rose Ghossain (req. by Alfred and Joan Boohaker & family)
Matthew, Salim, Maheba, Deacon Samuel, and Juliette Wehby (req. by
Sydney and Joseph Wehby and families)

CONTRIBUTIONS:
February 13, 2022
General Fund: $6,877.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also
available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
Please take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this
convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon
Relief. You can schedule it once and you are done.

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
February 26-27, 2022
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Norman Bolus
Beverly Kimes
John Parker

There will be a Second Collection this
weekend for the
Eparchial Development Appeal.

I am humbled to let my parish family know that
after much prayer and discernment I made the
decision to apply for and have been accepted to
the subdiaconate program for the Eparchy of
Los Angeles. I am excited to begin this at least
two year journey. I ask for your prayers and
want you to know you will be in my prayers.
-Paul Bolus

The flowers on the altar last weekend
were donated by Wanda Elkourie in
memory of Janice Adams’ birthday.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:
Michael Gray, Louise Josof, Naomi Kassouf,
Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps, Teresa Ragusa,
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone, Josephine Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick
unless they specifically request to be on the Sick List.
Call the church office or email rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.

Last week, the bulletin listed the
children who were receiving their
First Reconciliation. Please note
that “Maria Maalouf” should have
been “Mia Maalouf.”
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From Abouna Peter

St. Maron Banquet Message
A question that is often asked with regard to the COVID pandemic is, "Will we ever return
to normal?" Normal was when we did not hesitate to give each other hugs and kisses when
we encountered our friends and family. Normal was when there was no question that the
best way to hold an event was to do it in person. Normal was when we were eager to leave
our homes to be around the people that we love. Normal was when we didn't have to
remove a mask to reveal our face to another person. For a while we had good reason to
adhere to these restrictions, but the question is, will any of these new, restrictive habits be
permanent?
The truth is, socialization and intimacy are an important part of what it means to be
human. We lose our sense of identity if we spend too long isolating ourselves from the
ones we love. When we embrace another person, read their emotions on their face,
perform the Lebanese "triple kiss," we find our own sense of belonging and identity. We
also provide that same sense of belonging to another. This is why it is such a profound and
beautiful mystery that God decided to become an incarnate human being in Jesus Christ.
God entered into the world of hugging, kissing, and social interaction, in order to give us
our sense of identity in Him. God could have saved us however He wanted, but He insisted
Abouna Peter
on making sure He had a body, so that He could interact with humans the way From
we were
made to interact.
For that reason, here at St. Elias, our policy will be to go back to normal. That includes
masklessness, embracing, in-person liturgies, in-person events, and the like. I recognize that
the return to normal will not happen in an instant, but I invite us all to make normalcy our
end goal together. Note that it will involve courage for us to move from this new lifestyle
we have become comfortable with, to the old ways of living. However, as we look at the
state of the pandemic, Omicron rates are falling and for now, there does not seem to be
another significant variant lurking in the distance. So long as this trend continues, we may
consider reaching out to a family that hasn't been coming to church and, in a spirit of
charity, encouraging them to come back.
In the end, I am very proud of our church. Even through the pandemic and isolation, we
have held strong to the position that our faith, our liturgy, and our church is important. This
pandemic was a test of the strength of our community, and I believe we have passed. Thank
you for your fidelity to St. Elias Church, and above all, to the Lord.

God bless,
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
•CHOIR: If you are interested in joining the Choir,
please contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).
•JR. MYO: No events scheduled this week.
•MYO:
• Breakfast after the 8:00 AM Liturgy on Sunday.
• Meeting immediately following breakfast!
•MCF CLASSES: Classes will meet at 9:15 AM on
Sunday. All children are asked to wear a
mask.
•MYA: Bible Study, Thursday at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.
•SEMA: Parish-Wide Bible Study, 7:00 PM, Wednesday,
via Zoom (link will be emailed)
•MMSE (Men’s Group): Parish-Wide Bible Study,
7:00 PM Wednesday, via Zoom (link will be
emailed)
•LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No events scheduled this
week.
•PASTORAL COUNCIL: No event scheduled this week.
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Saint Elias Columbarium
Planning a funeral is such a difficult process. You can
help your loved ones by purchasing a niche in the St.
Elias Columbarium now. If interested, please contact
Abouna Peter or Rosa-Marie in the Church Office.
Parishioner prices:
Double: $3,500
Single: $2,700

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
PARISH-WIDE BIBLE STUDY
WEDNESDAY @7:00PM
Via Zoom Meeting

Link will be sent each week via email.
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in
battle. Be our protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil; May
God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do
thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the
power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all
evil spirits who wander through the world
for the ruin of souls. Amen.

UPDATE ON WATERPROOFING PROJECT
Blair Construction Company has begun water proofing the church. You will notice scaffolding during
the week and eventually a large crane to do the top of the steeple. They have promised to try and
minimize the work on the weekends even taking down the scaffolding.

The water proofing to the school rooms and the main hall has been completed and if you take a close
look you will notice a significant difference in the appearance of the outside of the building as well as
mortar that is now water proofed and should prevent leaks from coming into the building for a long time
as we have been experiencing. See the before and after pictures. Now that the project for the hall and
schoolrooms is complete, we will begin patching and painting the main hall and the preschool room that
have had damage from the leaks. Thanks much for your patience as we protect our buildings and
church.
Here are before and after pictures of the school building. You will notice a marked improvement!

BEFORE

AFTER
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St. Maron Banquet
The 67th Annual St. Maron Banquet was held in the Church Hall on Saturday, February 12, 2022. Expertly emceed
by Anthony Bolus – who peppered the evening with “Love Quizzes” in honor of the upcoming St. Valentine’s Day
– the evening was one of love, fellowship and pride in our Maronite Catholic faith and St. Elias parish.
The menu included a salad, filet, mixed vegetables, au gratin potatoes, roll and chocolate cake. A huge thank-you
to the following people who made the banquet such a success by doing all the background work needed: (in
alphabetical order): Anthony Bolus, Paul Bolus, Annie Butrus, John Henley, Gina Henley, Jan Joseph, Omra
Kassouf, Richard Kassouf, Beverly Kimes, Gerry Kimes, Mary Milton, Jackie Semaan, Rami Semaan, Ben Smith,
Linda Somers, Janice Toner, Phillip Wehby, Diane Wehby, Lavonne Williamson, Jeanette Wyrick. Thanks, also to
the MYO and Jr. MYO members who helped by serving and clearing the dinner: (MYO): Ben Dahle, Ellie Macke,
Greer Smith; (Jr. MYO) Elias Bachawati, Kate Butrus, Julia Butrus, Elias Marinelli and Abby Smith.
Remembered during the evening were those we have lost since last St. Maron’s Feast Day:
Regina Boackle Azar, Antoinette Graffeo Boackle, Joyce Atchley Mizerany, Diane Wehby Carlisle, Marlo
Mayra Sanburn, Georgia Inez Shalhoop, Raymond Martin Garnem, Norma Lee Shamy, Leslie Alison
Freeman Abdo, and Jeanette Nasser Acton. May their souls rest in peace.
Honored were couples in the parish who celebrated 25- or 50-years of marriage:
25-Years: Louis & Misti Boackle; David & Judy Elkourie; and Alan and Brenda Welborn
50-Years: John and Kathe Boohaker
We were treated to a wonderful speech by Dr. Edward Chandler, Latin Teacher at John Carroll Catholic High
School, who spoke on his journey to Catholicism by using the prayer of St. Ephrem and the Syriac Fathers of the
Church. It was a very moving and inspiring speech and we were honored to have him and his wife, Victoria, with
us.
Then, awards were given:

-The Silver Massabki Award went to LaVonne Williamson;
-The Parishioner of the Year Award went to Maggie Boohaker.
Both of these fine ladies deserve recognition for all they do for St. Elias and for everyone here. Please be sure to
congratulate them on these accomplishments and may we all try to live up to their level of service for the Church.
Silver Massabki Award

Parishioner of the Year

Guest Speaker

Banquet Emcee

LaVonne Williamson

Maggie Boohaker

Dr. Edward Chandler

Anthony Bolus

Chorbishop Richard Saad was presented a special cake to celebrate his 50 years in the priesthood. We have been
blessed to have him here at St. Elias for most of those 50 years. Congratulations, Chorbishop Richard!
Finally, everyone had a chance to mingle and talk to friends, old and new, before leaving for home.
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Do you remember the sights and sounds of the festival 3 years ago? It won't be just a memory much longer,
it's happening and we are a go for a normal festival this year! We are in the countdown now of just 10
weeks away til THE RETURN of the festival to the days of old for April 29 - April 30.
We will be OFF this weekend for cooking but we will get the dough rolling again next Saturday, February
26th for our last round of spinach pies. Make plans now to come and help next week starting at 9AM! Until
then, you can help right now by spreading the word online (share our posts and invite family/ friends to our
event online) and by word of mouth that we are set for THE RETURN! You can also help by participating in
the race and auction of the festival this year - see information below!
FESTIVAL 2022 MENU/FLYER
It's hot off the press and ready for download and sharing! The updated festival flyer for this year, with all the
food items and events can be accessed by CLICKING HERE or by using the QR code at the bottom right
corner of this page.!
CEDAR RUN 5K and CEDAR SHAKE FUN REGISTRATION
Sign up now for our 9th annual 5k run and 1 mile fun run on April 30th. Registration is discounted at this
time for $25 for the 5K -- $18 for 1 mile fun run. Please go to this link to register online
today: www.steliascedarrun.org. All proceeds of the race will benefit our new festival impact charity, JUST
KEEP SMILING, a non-profit organization who helps to assist families with children in medical crisis please visit their website at https://www.justkeepsmiling.org to learn more about them.
Please contact Jackie Boohaker at jcboohaker@gmail.com for race donor/sponsor information or more race
specific details. All race forms are available from previous email, church bulletin or in the vestibule!
SILENT AUCTION - STILL IN NEED OF ITEMS
We are bringing our auction back indoors this year and looking for a good assortment of new items to
donate! Plane tickets, hotels, vacation packages, date night packages, sports memorabilia, sports tickets,
concerts, local restaurants, local stores, jewelry, shopping sprees etc. are all welcome to add to the
auction.
Please contact Kimberly Stephens at 205-908-0787 or at kimberlye.stephens@gmail.com for wanting to
add items, pick up items or any other information about our auction.
FINAL WORD
Things are coming together to bring the festival back in person. Whether it's helping at cooking sessions
leading up to the festival or helping during the two days of the festival, come on down! For those not able to
attend in person, donate a silent auction item, share our social media posts online, pray for us all and tell
everyone you know that St. Elias is BACK this year! We can do this, but only together as a family - it takes
a village! Let's keep on cooking, sharing, and praying together to make this a great year for THE RETURN!
Anthony
24th ANNUAL FESTIVAL – COOKING SCHEDULE
Saturday, 2/26/22 Spinach Pies
Saturday, 3/5/22 Meat Pies
Saturday, 3/12/22 Meat Pies
Saturday, 3/26/22 Grape Leaves
Saturday, 4/2/22 Grape Leaves
Saturday, 4/9/22 Kaak
Saturday, 4/23/22 Festival Set-up
Mon-Thurs, 4/25 – 4/28 Work Days

Scan here for
Festival Flyer
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Are You Ready to Empower
Your Child’s Education?
Find out how you can empower your child’s
future with an affordable Catholic
education. Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic
School (OLS School) has an exceptional
student family relationship. This family
atmosphere sets the stage for us to
individually foster the religious,
academic, and social development of
every child from 3K through 8th grade in
a way other private schools may find
challenging.
We are accredited by Cognia, and we
provide a comprehensive academic
Christ-centered curriculum with a variety
of enrichment opportunities for your child
in a safe environment.
2022 National MYO Conference
•
•
•
•

Theme: Introducing Me
Location: St. Vincent College, Latrobe,
Pennsylvania
Dates: June 23-27, 2022
Cost: $375 ($350 early bird special if you
register before March 26, 2022)
Who: Open to all youth ages 12-18 in the
Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los
Angeles and the Eparchy of Saint Maron of
Brooklyn.

Registration will be opening very soon!
All youth, advisors, and pastors will be able to register
at www.maroniteyouth.org. Please note that youth are
unable to register themselves. They must have a parent fill
out the registration form for them. Please make sure the
pastor is aware of any youth registering, as they will receive
a final list of all registrants. If you have any questions or
concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to us
at office@maroniteyouth.org.
We look forward to welcoming you to the 2022 National
MYO Conference!

You are invited to visit olsschool.com to
discover why our student families love our
faith-enriched community of learning and
service, as well as to complete an
application for the 2022-2023 school year.
(If your child was placed on a waiting list
from last year, you must re-apply.) We also
encourage you to schedule a personal tour
by calling the school office at (205) 8793237. If needed, we also have tuition support
readily available.
Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic School
consults with the Diocese of Birmingham
Catholic Schools Office, the CDC guidelines,
and the recommendations by the American
Academy of Pediatrics to maintain a safe
school environment for our students.
*Be sure to check us out on Instagram and
Facebook!
We are growing our children in knowledge &
faith…Experience the Difference!

EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES. BE INSPIRED.
VW Gallerie, Birmingham’s most state of the art
interactive plumbing design center, features the
finest curated products from recognizable brands
in the plumbing industry.
It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient
locations. Call and schedule your consultation
appointment today, or, if you’re in the
neighborhood, you are always welcome to come
in and explore our design center.
BIRMINGHAM
3320 2ND AVENUE S
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35222
205.324.0521

PELHAM
221 INDUSTRIAL PKWY.
Pelham, AL 35124
205.663.1336

TUSCALOOSA
712 20TH AVENUE
TUSCALOOSA, AL 35124
205.758.8621

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM • APPOINTMENTS RECOMMENDED

vwplumbingsupply.com

St. Elias Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796

St. Elias Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact
Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
@7:00 PM Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent each week via email.

