
Liturgy Schedule

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.         

Weekend Liturgy Intentions

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Steve Joseph (12-year anniversary) (requested by Paddy Joseph)

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Martha Mary Anthony (requested by Samia Michael)

Sunday, 10:30 AM: Saidie Egeland - Anniversary (requested by the family)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

St. Elias Maronite Church

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567

Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

Lector Schedule
January 15-16. 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: John Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM:    Beverly Kimes
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Joe Harrison

January 15-16, 2022
2nd Sunday After the Epiphany

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com


Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of January 17-23, 2022

Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday: Rizkallah Aizarani (Abouna Peter)
Tuesday: Sylvia A. Thomas (requested by Helen Phipps & family)
Wednesday, 12:00 PM: Y. Hawie, Jr. (requested by Selema Rookis)
Thursday: Special Intention
Friday: Alex Shaia, Sr. (requested by Selema Rookis)
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Martha Mary Anthony (requested by Gerry & Beverly Kimes)
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Alex & Lucile Shaia  (requested by Leo & Jacquelyn Shaia)
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Abdallah & Nazha Boohaker (requested by Clara Boohaker & family)

CONTRIBUTIONS:

January 2, 2022 

General Fund: $3,418.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also

available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

Please take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this

convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon

Relief. You can schedule it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:

Michael Gray, Louise Josof,
Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf,
Helen Phipps, Teresa Ragusa,
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone,

Josephine Wehby

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish 
sick unless they specifically request to be on the 

Sick List.  Call the church office or email
rosamarie@stelias.org

to be added to our prayer list.
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COST

Ad Size Parishioner Non-Parishioner 

Small

52 weeks $520.00 $780.00 

26 weeks $390.00 $520.00 

Medium

52 weeks $780.00 $1,040.00 

26 weeks $520.00 $650.00 

Large

52 weeks $1,040.00 $1,300.00 

26 weeks $650.00 $780.00 

BULLETIN ADS

2022 is here, so this may be the right time to think of 
adding your company’s spot to our Ad Page.  What a 
great way to let your fellow parishioners know about 
your company so they can support you in your work.

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
January 22-23, 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Anthony Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Jim Mezrano
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Matthew Bolus

January 16, 2022

SECOND COLLECTION

There will be a second collection next weekend 
for Eparchial Charities.

Saint Elias Columbarium

Planning a funeral is such a difficult process. You 

can help your loved ones by purchasing a niche 

in the St. Elias Columbarium now. If interested, 

please contact Abouna Peter or Rosa-Marie in 

the Church Office. 

Parishioner prices: 

Double: $3,500

Single:  $2,700

Centennial Brick or Paver

By purchasing a brick or paver for the St. Elias 

walkway, you will not only mark your place in 

our traditions and history, but also help 

provide financial support to the parish. You 

can personalize a brick/paver for yourself, 

friends and/or family; or dedicate for a special 

occasion, such as an anniversary, birthday or a 

memorial for a loved one. Prices vary. 

Contact Rosa-Marie in the Church Office.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org


From Abouna Peter

Understanding Christian Life Through the Baptismal Ritual
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One of my favorite rituals in the Church is the baptismal ritual. When we 
look at baptism with all of its symbols, we see instructions for Christian 
life. Studying the ritual reminds us of our obligations as Christians, and 
the benefits available to us through God's grace. Since Epiphany is a great 
time to talk about baptism, the next couple of bulletin letters will aim at 
picking apart the symbolism in the baptismal ritual. For this letter, let's 
talk about why we use water.

We often associate water with washing. When we take a shower or bath, 
water is a key ingredient. In those situations, we also use soap to wash 
away the dirt from our skin. In the old days, oil was soap, and that is why 
in every baptism we use an oil called the Oil of Catechumens. In the end, 
baptism just looks like a liturgical bath, especially when it is done with full 
immersion. That's not an accident. The washing of the body with water 
and oil is a symbol of what happens to our souls. Our souls are washed 
clean from all sin, the effects of sin, the punishment due to sin, and the 
guilt associated with sin. We come out of the bath with a soul that is 
sparkly clean.

To symbolize the purity of the soul after baptism, we dress the newly 
baptized member of the Church in a white robe. The robe is a visual 
manifestation of the soul which has now been washed of every mark or 
stain. We are called by our baptism to "keep our robe clean." In other 
words, once we are purified from our sins, we want to try our best to 
keep ourselves pure by living a holy life. If ever we should sully our soul 
through sin, we have every opportunity to make it clean again through 
the Mystery of Reconciliation.



ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

•CHOIR: If you are interested in joining the Choir, 
please contact Michael Harrison 
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

•JR. MYO:  No events scheduled this week.
•MYO:  No events scheduled this week.
•MCF CLASSES:  Classes will meet at 9:15 AM on

Sunday. All children are asked to wear a 
mask..

•MYA:  Bible Study, Thursday at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.

•SEMA: Parish-Wide Bible Study, 7:00 PM 
Wednesday, via Zoom (link will be emailed)

•MMSE (Men’s Group): Parish-Wide Bible Study, 
7:00 PM Wednesday, via Zoom (link will be 
emailed)

•LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No events scheduled this
week.

•PASTORAL COUNCIL: Meeting Monday, January 17 
at 5:15 PM in schoolroom number 1.
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24th Annual Lebanese

Food & Cultural Festival

DANCERS & DANCE TEACHERS 

NEEDED

April 29-30, 2022

This year, we will have a full festival once again. 
That means there will be music and dancing! If 
you would like to dance or if you can teach 
others to dance for the Festival, please contact 
Ms. Theresa Garnem either at the MCF classes 
(which will resume after the first of the year), or 
by phone at 205.967.9299.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
PARISH-WIDE BIBLE STUDY 

WEDNESDAY @7:00PM
Via Zoom Meeting

Link will be sent each week via email.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
January 23, 2022 at 3:00 PM in the Main Hall and 
also via Zoom. A Food Festival meeting will 
immediately follow the Parish Meeting.

January 16, 2022

WATERPROOFING PROJECT

Blair has started the waterproofing project on the 

old schoolrooms and the main hall. These two 

contracts were signed and the work started with 

the approval of the planning committee, the 

council and the finance committee and with the 

Bishop’s approval as required for a project this 

size. Please be patient with the dust and the 

ladders which will be around for the next few 

weeks.

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send 

forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth.

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by 

the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy his consolations.

Through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

The email below is from the orphanage in Zahle. 

Dear Loved Ones, Members of St. Elias Altar Society, and 

Father Peter Zogbi,

The president and the members of Zahle's Orphanage 

thank you for your humanitarian initiative in this difficult 

time that Lebanon is going through. You are always faithful 

in your philanthropic work. You are the pride of our 

orphanage, and we ask God to keep you all healthy and 

give you a long life. Greetings to every member of the 

society and Happy New Year!  Many thanks to you all.

Sincerely,

President Amal Saikaly Ayoub and the orphanage's 

members.

ST. MARON BANQUET

The St. Maron Banquet will be held on Saturday,
February 12, 2022. 

More information will be in next week’s bulletin.
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ANNUAL RESPECT LIFE MASS 

AND WITNESS FOR LIFE AT 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD

We are fast approaching one of the most meaningful opportunities for 
the entire community! People from all walks of life will gather and 

publicly proclaim the sanctity of every human life from the moment of 
conception to natural death.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15, 2022

BEGINNING AT 9:00 AM
Respect for Life Mass with

Bishop Robert Raica 
The Cathedral of St. Paul

2120 3rd Ave. No., Birmingham, Alabama

THEN, AT 10:45 AM
We will gather on the sidewalks surrounding 

Planned Parenthood 
for a Prayer Vigil and Witness for Life.

1019 1st Ave. No., Birmingham, Alabama

Join us (rain, snow, or shine) to pray and bear witness to the wonder and 
sanctity of every human person.

Pandemic protocols encouraged. 
Call 205.705.9158 for more information.
www.birminghammarchforlife.com
Spread the word and gather as many as possible!

http://www.birminghammarchforlife.com/


St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
@7:00 PM   Via Zoom Meeting

Link will be sent each week via email.

St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact

Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

vwplumbingsupply.com
Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

Whether you are building your forever home
or planning a budget friendly refresh of your
kitchen or bath, VW Gallerie consultants will
help deliver the best solutions for your project.

VW Gallerie has the most knowledgeable
consultants who are dedicated to providing
exceptional customer service so that your
experience with us is an enjoyable one.

It’s a short drive to one of our three convenient
locations. Schedule your appointment today.

vwplumbingsupply.com

mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
http://www.stelias.org/
https://stelias.org/
mailto:jmezjr@me.com
https://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/
http://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/

