
Liturgy Schedule

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.         

Weekend Liturgy Intentions

Saturday, 5:00 PM: George & Fouad Bakhache - 1 Year Anniversary (requested by Renee Bahakel)

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Doumit Akl (9 Days) and the deceased members of the Philippe Akl family 
(requested by the family)

Sunday, 10:30 AM: Rosalie Sacco (requested by Rosa-Marie Sacco)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

St. Elias Maronite Church

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567

Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

Lector Schedule
January 8-9. 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Norman Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM:    John Henley
Sunday, 10:30 AM: John Parker

January 8-9, 2022
1ST Sunday After the Epiphany

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com


Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of January 10-16, 2022

Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday: Davene Lovoy (requested by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Tuesday: Improving Health of Mike Gray (requested by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Wednesday, 12:00 PM: Mildred Stephens – Anniversary (requested by Selema Rookis)
Thursday: Health of Mary Najar (requested by Paul and Theresa Bolus)
Friday: James E. Summers (requested by Helen Phipps and family)
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Steve Joseph (12-year anniversary) (requested by Paddy Joseph)
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Martha Mary Anthony (requested by Samia Michael)
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Saidie Egeland - Anniversary (requested by the family)

CONTRIBUTIONS:

January 2, 2022 

General Fund: $23,571.50

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is also

available at the Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

Please take a couple of minutes now and sign up for this

convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon

Relief. You can schedule it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:

Michael Gray, Louise Josof,
Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf,
Helen Phipps, Teresa Ragusa,
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone,

Josephine Wehby

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish 
sick unless they specifically request to be on the 

Sick List.  Call the church office or email
rosamarie@stelias.org

to be added to our prayer list.
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COST

Ad Size Parishioner Non-Parishioner 

Small

52 weeks $520.00 $780.00 

26 weeks $390.00 $520.00 

Medium

52 weeks $780.00 $1,040.00 

26 weeks $520.00 $650.00 

Large

52 weeks $1,040.00 $1,300.00 

26 weeks $650.00 $780.00 

BULLETIN ADS

2022 is here, so this may be the right time to think of 
adding your company’s spot to our Ad Page.  What a 
great way to let your fellow parishioners know about 
your company so they can support you in your work.

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
January 15-16, 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Valerie Wepfer
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Beverly Kimes
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Joe Harrison

January 2, 2022

BENEVOLENT FUND REPORT

Quarter Ending December 31, 2021

Beginning Balance:  $2,517.38

Contributions:  $   769.00

Payments: ($  230.00)

Ending Balance: $3,056.38

This quarter we helped one family with this fund.  

FESTIVAL DONATIONS

Through December 31, 2021

$11,050.00

The flowers on the altar this 

weekend were donated by 

Paul & Wanda Elkourie 

in honor of 

Father Richard’s birthday

DONATIONS TO FAMILIES IN NEED IN LEBANON

For Calendar Year 2021, St. Elias Parishioners 

donated $12,360.00 to Caritas Lebanon to help 

families in need in Lebanon.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org


From Abouna Peter

God Loves the World
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Is the world good or bad? One of the most famous verses in the Bible is John 3:16 which 

reads, "For God so loved the world that he sent His only son." It would seem our question is 

answered. If God sent His Son into the world, the world must be good. That couples well with 

the fact that God called the world "good" multiple times as He was creating it in Genesis 

Chapter 1.

Nevertheless, many Christians have argued throughout history that the created world is bad, 

and that it is nothing but a restraint that keeps us from God. This would include the early 

Gnostic and Marcian heretics along with many forms of Protestantism. Calvinism, for 

example, justifies its position against the verses in Genesis 1 by arguing the world was once 

good, but has become irredeemably corrupt as a result of sin. This group has a few Scripture 

verses in their own arsenal that they like to cite. Take for example 1 John 2:15: "Do not love 

the world or the things in the world. If any one loves the world, love for the Father is not in 

him." Interestingly, this verse from the letter of John was written by the same author as the 

earlier verse from the Gospel of John. Is John the evangelist, or worse, the Holy Spirit, 

contradicting Himself, or is there a deeper meaning that we are missing?

The truth is, the world is good, but it needs God to make it so. That makes sense given that 

God created the world and He knows the purpose for everything He made. You can think of 

the world like a Christmas tree in the dark. If the lights on the tree are off, you see nothing but 

darkness. That's like how we experience the world without God. When we turn on the lights, 

we see not only the lights, but the true beauty of the tree with all of its ornaments and 

decorations. God is the light that reveals the true beauty of His creation.

When we encounter the world without God, we tend to make things in the world our idols. 

When we do that, we don't really enjoy the world as we ought. We have all seen people who 

are addicted to substances, shopping, work, power, or whatever it may be. This happens 

when we encounter the world without God. The world hurts us, dominates us, and takes 

control of us. Then we experience the world as bad and harmful. When God has His proper 

place in our hearts and in the world, we are able to enjoy the world without being dominated 

by it. Verses which talk about "hating the world," should be interpreted as a motivation to help 

us put God before all else, not as a condemnation of the world that God Himself created.

In the end, God loves the world so much that not only did He create it, but He became a part 

of it. God wants us to enjoy the world too, but we can only do that when we put God before all 

else.



ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

•CHOIR: If you are interested in joining the Choir, 
please contact Michael Harrison 
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).

•JR. MYO:  No events scheduled this week.
•MYO:  No events scheduled this week.
•MCF CLASSES:  Classes resume January 9th. All 

children are asked to wear a mask.
•FIRST COMMUNION CLASS: Parents meet with 

Abouna Peter @9:30 AM on January 9th.
•MYA:  Bible Study, Thursday at 7:00PM in the First

Communion Room.
•SEMA: Parish-Wide Bible Study, 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, via Zoom (link will be emailed)
•MMSE (Men’s Group): Parish-Wide Bible Study, 

7:00 PM Wednesday, via Zoom (link will be 
emailed)

•LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No events scheduled this
week.

•PASTORAL COUNCIL: No events scheduled this
week.
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O Child Jesus, I have recourse to You through Your Holy Mother; I implore You to assist me in this 
necessity, for I firmly believe that Your Divinity can assist me. I confidently hope to obtain Your holy 
grace. I love You with my whole heart and my whole soul. I am heartily sorry for my sins, and entreat 
You, O good Jesus, to give me strength to overcome them. I am firmly resolved never to offend You 
again and to suffer everything rather than displease You. Henceforth, I wish to serve You faithfully. For 
love of You, O divine Child, I will love my neighbor as myself. O Jesus, omnipotent Child, I entreat You 
again to come to my assistance in this necessity. [Mention it here].Grant me the grace of possessing You 
eternally with Mary and Joseph and of adoring You with Your Holy Angels and Saints. Amen.

January 2, 2022

The Saint Rose Academy Open 

House for prospective families and 

students in 3-year-old kindergarten 

through 8
th

grade will take place on 

Sunday, January 9, 2022, from 2 to 4 

p.m. Visitors are invited to tour the 

school and meet the teachers, staff and 

administrators who will all be there to 

answer questions.

Saint Rose is a private, Catholic, co-

educational school, owned and operated 

by the Dominican Sisters of the Saint 

Cecilia Congregation in Nashville. The 

school is located at:

1401 22
nd

Street So.

Birmingham, AL 35205.

Visit us at www.strosebhm.org

24th Annual Lebanese

Food & Cultural Festival

DANCERS & DANCE TEACHERS 

NEEDED

April 29-30, 2022

This year, we will have a full festival once again. 
That means there will be music and dancing! If 
you would like to dance or if you can teach 
others to dance for the Festival, please contact 
Ms. Theresa Garnem either at the MCF classes 
(which will resume after the first of the year), or 
by phone at 205.967.9299.

THE WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
BIBLE STUDY WILL RESUME 

THIS WEEK!
JANUARY 12, 2022 @7:00PM

Via Zoom Meeting

Link will be sent each week via email.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 at 3:00 PM in the Main 
Hall and also via Zoom. A Food Festival meeting 
will immediately follow the Parish Meeting.

http://www.strosebhm.org/


The time has officially come, registration is NOW OPEN for our 2022 MYO 
South Regional Retreat! We are so excited to finally welcome you and your 
youth back IN PERSON to this weekend themed "Set Free".

The following are a few important details:

• Our retreat will take place Friday, February 25 thru Sunday, February 27, 
2022, at Tejas Camp in Giddings, Texas. 

• The retreat will begin Friday evening with registration at 4:00 p.m. 
• Conclusion of the retreat will be Sunday following Divine Liturgy.
• The cost for the retreat is $175 per person which includes 

accommodations, food and any planned activities.

Please note: either proof of completed COVID-19 vaccination series or a negative COVID-19 PCR test completed 96 
hours (4 days) prior to the event are required to be shown on the day of the event.

Applications will only be accepted online with our deadline being January 14, 2022. Payments 
must also be submitted to your head advisor or St. Elias Office by this date.

Registration can be completed at www.maroniteyouth.org/south2022registration.

Payments must arrive to the MYO Office as one check no later than January 24, 2022.

We can't wait to see you at Tejas Camp soon. 

Respect Life Mass – Bishop Robert Raica
9:00 AM – The Cathedral of St. Paul

2120 3rd Ave. N., Birmingham, AL

People from all walks of life will gather (rain, snow, or shine) to pray and bear witness to the wonder and sanctity of the 
human person and the fundamental right to life of every human being from the very moment of conception to natural death.

Prayer Vigil and Witness for Life
10:45 AM - Planned Parenthood

1019 1st Ave. North, Birmingham AL

"Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor will also cry out and not be answered." (Proverbs 21:13)

Pandemic protocols encouraged.
Call 205.705.9158 for more information.
www.birminghammarchforlife.com
Spread the word and Gather as many as Possible!
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Annual Respect Life Mass and 
Witness for Life @ Planned Parenthood

Saturday, January 15, 2022

https://click.pstmrk.it/2s/www.maroniteyouth.org%2Fmailster%2F6860%2Fcab6ea29b19fd2de3fc6cb004752d255%2FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWFyb25pdGV5b3V0aC5vcmcvc291dGgyMDIycmVnaXN0cmF0aW9uLw/0NRlPycN/JxBj/fkiBDepDGL
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1019+1st+Ave.+North,+Birmingham+AL?entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.birminghammarchforlife.com/


St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
@7:00 PM   Via Zoom Meeting

Link will be sent each week via email.

St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact

Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

vwplumbingsupply.com

mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
http://www.stelias.org/
https://stelias.org/
mailto:jmezjr@me.com
https://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/

