December 25-26, 2021
Felicitations to the Virgin Mary

Liturgy Schedule

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Lector Schedule
December 25-26, 2021
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Phillip Wehby
Beverly Kimes
Sidney Wehby

Weekend Liturgy Intentions
Saturday, 5:00 PM:

Intention:

Martha Mary Anthony (requested by Norman & Lisa Bolus)

Sunday, 8:00 AM:

Intention:

Reverend Thomas Sadler (requested by Leo and Jacquelyn Shaia)

Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Intention:

Michael Childress (requested by Elizabeth Boackle family)

O Child Jesus, I have recourse to You through Your Holy Mother; I implore You to assist me in this necessity, for I
firmly believe that Your Divinity can assist me. I confidently hope to obtain Your holy grace. I love You with my
whole heart and my whole soul. I am heartily sorry for my sins, and entreat You, O good Jesus, to give me
strength to overcome them. I am firmly resolved never to offend You again and to suffer everything rather than
displease You. Henceforth, I wish to serve You faithfully. For love of You, O divine Child, I will love my neighbor
as myself. O Jesus, omnipotent Child, I entreat You again to come to my assistance in this necessity. [Mention it
here].Grant me the grace of possessing You eternally with Mary and Joseph and of adoring You with Your Holy
Angels and Saints. Amen.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of December 27, 2021 – January 2, 202
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday, Noon:
Thursday:
Friday:
Friday, 5:00 PM Vigil:
Saturday, 10:30 AM:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Jay Amari (requested by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Nasri Akl - Anniversary (requested by Samia Michael)
Improving Health of Mike Gray (requested by Gerry & Beverly Kimes)
Special Intention
Special Intention
Parishioners of St. Elias
Parishioners of St. Elias
Samuel Palumbo (requested by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Norma Shamy (requested by Norman and Lisa Bolus)
Abraham and Mary Boackle (requested by Clara Boohaker and family)

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
December 31, 2021 - January 2, 2022
Friday, 12/31/21, 5:00 PM Vigil:
Saturday, 1/1/22, 10:30 AM:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

John Parker
Beverly Kimes
Mark Numnum
Jim Mezrano
Matthew Bolus

BULLETIN ADS
With 2022 right around the corner, this may be the right time
to think of adding your company’s spot to our Ad Page. What a
great way to let your fellow parishioners know about your
company so they can support you in your work.
Ad Size
Small
52 weeks
26 weeks
Medium
52 weeks
26 weeks
Large
52 weeks
26 weeks

Parishioner Cost Non-Parishioner Cost

$520.00
$390.00

$780.00
$520.00

$780.00
$520.00

$1,040.00
$650.00

$1,040.00
$650.00

$1,300.00
$780.00

CONTRIBUTIONS:
December 19, 2021
General Fund: $23,033.45
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A
link is also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes
now and sign up for this convenient way to give
to St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can
schedule it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:
Michael Gray, Louise Josof,
Naomi Kassouf, Mike Kassouf,
Helen Phipps, Teresa Ragusa,
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone
Josephine Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish
sick unless they specifically request to be on the
Sick List. Call the church office or email
rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.

As stated recently from the altar and in
the bulletin, the church has many
projects we would like to complete in
2022. Please remember the church in
your end-of-year giving.

St. Elias Maronite Church
836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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From Abouna Peter

Christmas Light
Christmas is all about lights. We put Christmas lights up every year to remember that Jesus is
the light of the world. Jesus said this Himself in Tuesday's Gospel: "I am the light of the world."
(John 8:12). In fact, one of the reasons Christmas is celebrated at the end of December is
because it is close to the winter solstice, when days start to get longer. It is a symbol of Jesus,
the light, conquering the darkness.
The lights are part of what makes Christmas special, but if you walk through any neighborhood
in the daytime, you won't see any lights. That's because the Christmas lights don't look as
beautiful in broad daylight. We wait until the sun sets to turn them on in the darkness when
they will be the most vivid. Light shines brighter in darkness.

Not everything gets more intense when it is mingled with its opposite. If I pour a cup of water
into a cup of wine, the flavor of the wine doesn't get more intense. It gets "watered down." If I
pour a base onto an acid, the substance neutralizes. If I pour water over fire, the fire
diminishes. This is not the kind of relationship that light has with darkness. If I try to cover a
light with darkness, the light does not dwindle, but instead becomes more vivid.

Now we can begin to understand why Jesus is described as a light. It's because He also shines
brighter in the darkness. When we fall into sin, we learn how merciful Jesus is. When we
struggle with despair, we discover Hope inside of Him. When we are struggling with various
trials, He reveals Himself as our helper and savior. Jesus, like light, becomes more vivid when
we wrestle with the darkness in our life. It's no wonder that St. Paul says, "Where sin
increased, grace increased all the more." (Romans 5:20). Sin is darkness. Grace is the light.
When sin comes in contact with grace, the grace shines brighter.

This year, when we admire the beautiful Christmas lights that are all around us, remember that
Jesus Christ is the light. When we approach Him with the darkness that is in our lives, He will
shine all the brighter. "The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will not overcome it."
(John 1:5).
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
•CHOIR: If you are interested in joining the Choir,
please contact Michael Harrison
(harmichael1992@icloud.com).
•jR. MYO: No events scheduled this week.
•MYO: No events scheduled this week.
•MCF CLASSES: No classes this weekend.
•MYA: Bible Study, Thursday at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.
•SEMA: No events scheduled this week
•MMSE (Men’s Group): No events scheduled this
week
•LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No events scheduled this
week.
•PASTORAL COUNCIL: No events scheduled this
week.

CHURCH DECORATIONS FOR
THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD
Thank you to LaVonne Williamson, Wanda Elkourie,
Linda Somers, Susan Sherman, Diane Wehby, Jeanette
Wyrick and Jessica Bou Akar for decorating the altar
and putting up the “Little Town of Bethlehem” nativity
in the vestibule.
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ANGEL TREE THANK YOU

On behalf of The T.E.A. Spot Inc., we would like
to take a moment and say thank you for all of
your love and support during this 2021 Christmas
Season.
We could not have done this without generous
sponsors like you. We were able to bless 44 kids
with Christmas. The smiles on the faces of the
families was so heart warming and appreciative.
Father Peter and St. Elias Maronite Catholic
Church, words cannot express our gratitude for
your hospitality and huge hearts. Thank you for
all the Christmas gifts. Thank you for helping us
load the truck. Cooper, thank you for riding each
and every bike to the truck. We could not have
done this without you!

Darnell Thomas
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All alumni of the High School of Our Lady of
Louaize and the University of Our Lady of
Louaize (College Notre Dame de Louaize) as
well as the friends of the Maronite Order of
the Blessed Virgin Mary are invited to
contact Father Hanna Tayar
(abounapilot@hotmail.com,
director@cndl.edu.lb, +96176446676) to
update their contact information.

24th Annual Lebanese
Food & Cultural Festival
April 29-30, 2022
DANCERS NEEDED!
This year, we will have a full festival once
again. That means there will be music
and dancing! If you would like to dance
or if you can teach others to dance for
the Festival, please contact Ms. Theresa
Garnem either at the MCF classes (which
will resume after the first of the year), or
at: 205.967.9299.

This will be a great way to stay connected
with the school and with fellow former
classmates. The school would like to
connect with all of you and to work on
creating an alumni association for all former
students.

This month, an estimated 35 million families will receive a monthly Child Tax Credit payment
to help make ends meet. This will be the last monthly payment unless Congress acts to
maintain the expanded Child Tax Credit. The expanded credit has been an extremely
effective anti-poverty program, lifting 3.8 million children above the poverty line. If the
expanded credit expires, the amount of help families receive will shrink, monthly payments
will end, roughly one-third of households will no longer be eligible to receive the full credit
because their incomes are too low, and the lowest-income families will be cut off from the
credit all together.
Urge Congress to extend the expanded Child Tax Credit so families have continued access to
needed monthly support. At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of Christ as a vulnerable child
and are reminded of the importance of prioritizing the needs of those who are poor and
vulnerable. The Child Tax Credit must reach those families who need it the most. Congress
should ensure that the Child Tax Credit remains fully refundable so that it is available to the
lowest income families and that it continues to include mixed-status families. Ask Congress
to act now to ensure we don’t reverse the progress we’ve made reducing child poverty.

Take Action!
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Annual Respect Life Mass and
Witness for Life @ Planned Parenthood
Saturday, January 15, 2022
Respect Life Mass – Bishop Robert Raica
9:00 AM – The Cathedral of St. Paul
2120 3rd Ave. N., Birmingham, AL
People from all walks of life will gather (rain, snow, or shine) to
pray and bear witness to the wonder and sanctity of the human
person and the fundamental right to life of every human being
from the very moment of conception to natural death.
Prayer Vigil and Witness for Life
10:45 AM - Planned Parenthood
1019 1st Ave. North, Birmingham AL
Pandemic protocols encouraged.
Call 205.705.9158 for more information.
www.birminghammarchforlife.com
Spread the word and Gather as many as Possible!

-6-
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The Saint Rose Academy Open
House for prospective families and
students in 3-year-old kindergarten
through 8th grade will take place on
Sunday, January 9, 2022, from 2 to
4 p.m. Visitors are invited to tour the
school and meet the teachers, staff and
administrators who will all be there to
answer questions.
Saint Rose is a private, Catholic, coeducational school, owned and
operated by the Dominican Sisters of
the Saint Cecilia Congregation in
Nashville. The school is located at:
1401 22nd Street S.
Birmingham, AL 35205
Visit us at www.strosebhm.org.

The time has officially come, registration is NOW OPEN for our 2022 MYO
South Regional Retreat! We are so excited to finally welcome you and your
youth back IN PERSON to this weekend themed "Set Free".
The following are a few important details:
• Our retreat will take place Friday, February 25 thru Sunday, February 27,
2022, at Tejas Camp in Giddings, Texas.
• The retreat will begin Friday evening with registration at 4:00 p.m.
• Conclusion of the retreat will be Sunday following Divine Liturgy.
• The cost for the retreat is $175 per person which includes
accommodations, food and any planned activities.
Please note: either proof of completed COVID-19 vaccination series or a negative COVID-19 PCR test completed 96
hours (4 days) prior to the event are required to be shown on the day of the event.
Applications will only be accepted online with our deadline being January 14, 2022. Payments must also be
submitted to your head advisor or St. Elias Office by this date.
Registration can be completed at www.maroniteyouth.org/south2022registration.
Payments must arrive to the MYO Office as one check no later than January 24, 2022.
We can't wait to see you at Tejas Camp soon.
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St. Elias Maronite Church
Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes
The Pastoral Council meeting was held on December 13, 2021

The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was
$277,459.30. Monthly contributions are up nearly 10 percent year to date and normal operating
expenses remain consistent with some campus maintenance still ongoing and being paid for out
of the general operating fund. Thanks much to all for helping to make this happen through your
time, talent, and treasure!

Income
Expense
Net

21-Nov
$39,736
($36,689)
$3,047

21-Oct
$26,204
($26,602)
($398)

YTD 2021
$539,658
($468,225)
$41,433

• The Council approved the waterproofing of the old Schoolroom wing as there are active
leaks especially in the preschool room. The Council also recommended that the Church
move forward with scheduling the remainder of the waterproofing projects to all buildings
and the church to stop future leaks from happening as has been recommended and
approved by the planning committee and the finance committee.
• The Annual Parish meeting will be Sunday January 23, 2022 from 3pm to 5pm in the
church hall and by Zoom.
• The rectory has been vacated and the office/administration building and sacristy plans will
be presented at the annual parish meeting.
• Saint Maron banquet will be Saturday February 12, 2022. More details to be published in
the bulletin.
• Eparchy Synod participation will be sent out to the parish in survey format. Participation
will help to gather experiences of how our Church ordinarily lives and operates or should
live and operate in a synod mode.
• MYO to provide lunch after the MCF Christmas Play on December 19, 2021.
• The Ladies Altar Society meeting was held in December and new officers for 2022 will be
installed in January.
• SEMA and Men’s Group events are being planned for January 2022.
• Mathew Gabinsky, a seminarian with the Birmingham Catholic Diocese, will be on our
altar from time to time this year as he takes a year off from his formal studies. Please
welcome him if you have not done so already.

St. Elias Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

vwplumbingsupply.com

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796

St. Elias Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook & request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to support our
parishioners in employment opportunities
and service needs.

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact
Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
@7:00 PM Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent each week via email.

