
Liturgy Schedule

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.         

Weekend Liturgy Intentions

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Intention: Habib & Dora Butrus (req. by the Butrus family)

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Intention: Mike Kassouf - Anniversary (req. by the Kassouf family)

Sunday, 10:30 AM: Intention: Raymond Garnem (req. by Malek Barroody)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

St. Elias Maronite Church

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567

Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

Lector Schedule
December 18-19, 2021

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Valerie Wepfer
Sunday, 8:00 AM:    John Bolus
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Matthew Bolus

December 18-19, 2021
Genealogy Sunday

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com


Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of December 20 - 26, 2021

Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday: Lawson Holmgren (req. by Leo & Jacquelyn Shaia)
Tuesday: Joseph L. Boohaker (req. by Ghada and Fred Habeishi)
Wednesday, Noon: Norma Shamy (req. by Paul & Theresa Bolus)
Thursday: Philip Nolan Harris (req. by the family)
Friday: Rose Hawie (req. by the family)
Friday, 5:00 PM Christmas Vigil: For the Parishioners of St. Elias
Saturday, Midnight, Christmas Liturgy: For the Parishioners of St. Elias
Saturday, 10:30 AM Christmas Liturgy: For the Parishioners of St. Elias
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Mary Martha Anthony (req. by Norman & Lisa Bolus)
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Reverend Thomas Sadler (req. by Leo & Jacquelyn Shaia)
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Michael Childress (req. by the Elizabeth Boackle family)

CONTRIBUTIONS:

December 12, 2021 

General Fund: $21,546.00

Patriarchal Charities: $150

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A

link is also available at the Saint Elias website:

www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes

now and sign up for this convenient way to give

to St. Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can

schedule it once and you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:

Michael Gray
Louise Josof

Naomi Kassouf
Mike Kassouf
Helen Phipps
Teresa Ragusa 
Don Stewart

Donald Taccone
Josephine Wehby

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our 
parish sick unless they specifically request 

to be on the Sick List.  Call the church office 
or email

rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.
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As stated recently from the altar and in 

the bulletin, the church has many 

projects we would like to complete in 

2022. Please remember the church in 
your end-of-year giving.

Ad Size Parishioner Cost Non-Parishioner Cost

Small

52 weeks $520.00 $780.00 

26 weeks $390.00 $520.00 

Medium

52 weeks $780.00 $1,040.00 

26 weeks $520.00 $650.00 

Large

52 weeks $1,040.00 $1,300.00 

26 weeks $650.00 $780.00 

BULLETIN ADS

With 2022 right around the corner, this may be the right time 
to think of adding your company’s spot to our Ad Page. What a 
great way to let your fellow parishioners know about your 
company so they can support you in your work.

Prices are as follows:

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
December 24-26, 2021

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES
Friday, December 24, 5:00 PM: John Henley
Saturday, December 25, Midnight: Maron Boohaker
Saturday, December 25, 10:30 AM: Norman Bolus

WEEKEND LITURGIES
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Phillip Wehby
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Beverly Kimes
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Sidney Wehby

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org


From Abouna Peter

The Power to be Weak
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The humility of God is a recurring theme in the Christmas novena because it is clearly 

manifested in Jesus' birth. Most people don't have a choice concerning how they are 

born. We all come into this world as infants and we have no say in the process. 

However, for Jesus, because He existed as God before His birth, becoming an infant 

was a choice.

Remember that as God the Son, Jesus is all-powerful. Can we still say that is true for 

an infant lying in a manger? Can we look at the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and 

still believe He is the all-powerful God? If so, how is that power manifested? In this 

case, it is not manifested in a mighty deed like in causing an earthquake or an 

explosion. It is not manifested through a powerful weapon, or a vast army. Sometimes 

God shows his power through mighty deeds like that, but in this particular case, God is 

revealing His power through his ability to restrain His power.

Jesus is God, yet He voluntarily becomes a weak baby. This is to teach us that true 

power is revealed not through our ability to manipulate those around us, but through our 

ability to master ourselves. God made human beings, but on Christmas, God is born as 

a man. God provides food for all of creation, but on Christmas, Jesus could not feed 

himself without His mother's help. God gave Adam His ability to walk and to speak. On 

Christmas, Jesus could do neither.

Divine power is manifested in the ability to make one's self vulnerable in the proper 

time. If it amazes us that God would be willing to become a weak infant, it should 

amaze us more that He was willing to be crucified on a cross, yet another manifestation 

of God's willingness to become weak. In fact, it is the moments of Jesus' weakness that 

most reveal His power.

We are called to that same weakness and vulnerability sometimes. We are called to be 

vulnerable to the ones we love. That opens us up to the possibility of being hurt. 

Repentance involves vulnerability too. Repentance is when we look at ourselves and 

say, "I need to improve." Acknowledging our weaknesses can take all the power we 

have. Whenever we use our power not to manipulate others, but to discipline ourselves, 

we are being like God who voluntarily put His power aside to confine Himself as an 

infant in a manger.



ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

•JR. MYO:  
•Dec. 18th, Angel Tree Collection & 
Distribution – be at church no later than 
8:30 AM to meet with organization leaders.
•Pancake Breakfast to follow

•MYO:
•Sunday:

•Meet in hall at 9:00 AM to prepare for 
day;
•Attend 10:30 AM liturgy together;
•Prepare and serve lunch after the 
Christmas play

•MCF CLASSES:  Be in the hall by 10:30 AM on 
Sunday for dress rehearsal of play.

•MYA:  Bible Study, Thursday at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.

•SEMA: Christmas Novena – see schedule.
•MMSE (Men’s Group): Christmas Novena – see 

schedule.
•LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No events scheduled this 

week.
•PASTORAL COUNCIL: No events scheduled this

week.
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CHRISTMAS NOVENA

The Christmas Novena continues this week until 

December 23, 2021, as follows:

• Day 4 – Sat., 12/18/21 - 6:00 PM

• Day 5 – Sun., 12/19/21 – 7:00 PM

• Day 6 – Mon., 12/20/21 – 7:00 PM

• Day 7 – Tue., 12/21/21 – 7:00 PM

• Day 8 – Wed., 12/22/21 – 7:00 PM

• Day 9 – Thur., 12/23/21 – 7:00 PM 

Each day will be live-streamed and the links 

will be sent to you via email.

Dec. 18-19, 2021

The MCF students will present a Christmas 
Play this Sunday, December 19th, at Noon. 

Parents of all play participants: please have 
your child, in costume, in the hall by 10:30 
AM Sunday morning for a dress rehearsal 
before the play.

Parishioners: If you are attending the play, 
please bring some Christmas cookies to 
share with the audience and our wonderful 
actors and actresses.

The MYO will hold a fundraiser after the play 
by serving lunch for $5 per plate. Please stay 
and have lunch with us!

O Child Jesus, I have recourse to You through Your Holy Mother; I implore You to assist me in this 
necessity, for I firmly believe that Your Divinity can assist me. I confidently hope to obtain Your holy 
grace. I love You with my whole heart and my whole soul. I am heartily sorry for my sins, and entreat 
You, O good Jesus, to give me strength to overcome them. I am firmly resolved never to offend You 
again and to suffer everything rather than displease You. Henceforth, I wish to serve You faithfully. For 
love of You, O divine Child, I will love my neighbor as myself. O Jesus, omnipotent Child, I entreat You 
again to come to my assistance in this necessity. [Mention it here].Grant me the grace of possessing You 
eternally with Mary and Joseph and of adoring You with Your Holy Angels and Saints. Amen.

The Jr. MYO Angel Tree

gifts will be collected and 

distributed on Saturday,

December 18th @ 

9:00AM. Jr. MYO 

members meet at 8:30 AM 

in the church for this 

process.

There will be a pancake

breakfast afterward in

the Church Hall.
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ANNUAL RESPECT LIFE MASS AND 

WITNESS FOR LIFE

Saturday, January 15, 2022

Respect Life Mass – Bishop Robert Raica

9:00 AM - The Cathedral of St. Paul

2120 3rd Ave. N, Birmingham, AL

People from all walks of life will gather 
(rain, snow, or shine) to pray and bear 

witness to the wonder and sanctity of the 
human person and the fundamental right 

to life of every human being from the very 
moment of conception to natural death.

Prayer Vigil and Witness for Life

10:45 AM – Planned Parenthood

1019 1st Ave., North, Birmingham

Pandemic protocols encouraged. Call 
205.705.9158 for more information.

www.birminghammarchforlife.com

Thank You All

Special thanks to Carlo and Dianne Joseph and the other 
families (who wish to remain anonymous) who so generously 
donated so that the purchase of a new rectory was possible.

Thanks, also, to all those who worked to get the rectory ready 
for me to move in, especially:

❖ Phillip & Diane Wehby and Michael Harika for painting 
walls and making small repairs;

❖ Buff and Denise Davison for moving the furniture into 
the house at no charge; 

❖ LaVonne Williamson, Samia Michael and Sonia Garnem 
for packing, unpacking, shopping, and decorating;

❖ Jackie Semaan for preparing the sweets and organizing 
the open house;

❖ All those who came to see the house and who brought 
me beautiful and whimsical ornaments for the 
Christmas tree.  (Note: the tree was bare before you all 
decorated it!)

Proverbs 11:25
Whoever confers benefits will be amply enriched, and whoever 
refreshes others will be refreshed.

Abouna Peter

All alumni of the High School of Our Lady of 
Louaize and the University of Our Lady of 
Louaize (College Notre Dame de Louaize) as 
well as the friends of the Maronite Order of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary are invited to 
contact Father Hanna Tayar
(abounapilot@hotmail.com, 
director@cndl.edu.lb, +96176446676) to 
update their contact information.

This will be a great way to stay connected 
with the school and with fellow former 
classmates.  The school would like to 
connect with all of you and to work on 
creating an alumni association for all former 
students.

http://www.birminghammarchforlife.com/
mailto:abounapilot@hotmail.com
mailto:director@cndl.edu.lb


St. Elias

2021 Christmas Schedule
Confessions:

➢ Saturday, December 18 from 4-4:30 PM
➢ Friday, December 24 from 11 AM-Noon

Liturgies:
➢ Friday, December 24, 2021:

➢ 8:00 AM – Regular Friday liturgy
❖ 5:00 PM - Christmas Vigil Liturgy

➢ Saturday, December 25, 2021
❖ 12:00 AM Midnight Liturgy
❖ 10:30 AM Liturgy

➢ Since Christmas falls on Saturday this year, there 
is an obligation to attend liturgy both for 
Christmas and for the weekend, therefore the regular 
weekend liturgies will also be celebrated.

No MCF classes on December 26th or January 2nd.

St. Elias Maronite Church Page 6Dec. 18-19, 2021



St. Elias Maronite Church Page 7Dec. 18-19, 2021

The time has officially come, registration is NOW OPEN for our 2022 MYO South Regional 

Retreat! We are so excited to finally welcome you and your youth back IN PERSON to this 

weekend themed "Set Free".

The following are a few important details:

• Our retreat will take place Friday, February 25 thru Sunday, February 27, 2022, at Tejas

Camp in Giddings, Texas. 

• The retreat will begin Friday evening with registration at 4:00 p.m. 

• Conclusion of the retreat will be Sunday following Divine Liturgy.

• The cost for the retreat is $175 per person which includes accommodations, food and any 

planned activities.

Please note: either proof of completed COVID-19 vaccination series or a negative COVID-

19 PCR test completed 96 hours (4 days) prior to the event are required to be shown on 

the day of the event.

Applications will only be accepted online with our deadline being January 14, 2022. Payments 

must also be submitted to your head advisor or St. Elias Office by this date.

Registration can be completed at www.maroniteyouth.org/south2022registration.

Payments must arrive to the MYO Office as one check no later than January 24, 2022.

We can't wait to see you at Tejas Camp soon. 

https://click.pstmrk.it/2s/www.maroniteyouth.org%2Fmailster%2F6860%2Fcab6ea29b19fd2de3fc6cb004752d255%2FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWFyb25pdGV5b3V0aC5vcmcvc291dGgyMDIycmVnaXN0cmF0aW9uLw/0NRlPycN/JxBj/fkiBDepDGL


St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
@7:00 PM   Via Zoom Meeting

Link will be sent each week via email.

St. Elias Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook & request to join.  

It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to support our 

parishioners in employment opportunities 

and service needs.

To place an ad in the bulletin
contact

Jimmy Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

vwplumbingsupply.com

mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
http://www.stelias.org/
https://stelias.org/
mailto:jmezjr@me.com
https://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/

