
Liturgy Schedule

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.         

Weekend Liturgy Intentions

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Intention: Joe & Josephine Ashker (Req. by Joe & Angela Boackle and family)

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Intention: Charles A., Barbara B. and George C. Boohaker (Req. by the family)

Sunday, 10:30 AM: Intention: Sami Harika (Req. by Adel & Nawal Harika)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

St. Elias Maronite Church

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567

Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

Lector Schedule
November 20-21, 2021

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Paul Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM:    John Henley
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Maron Boohaker

November 20-21, 2021
Announcement to The Virgin Mary 

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com


Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of November 22-28, 2021

Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday: For Our Departed Family Members (Req. by Maggie Boohaker & children)
Tuesday: Martha Mary Anthony (Req. by Antoine & Judy Zaidan)
Wednesday, NOON: Joseph F. Joseph (Req. by Paul & Theresa Bolus)
Thursday: In Thanksgiving for Parishioners of St. Elias
Friday: Special Intention
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Bee Bostany – Anniversary (Req. by the Bostany family)
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Anis and Rose Ghossain (Req. by Alfred & Joan Boohaker)
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Marcelle Abi Nakhoul (Req. by Charles & Jocelyne Boohaker)

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
November 27-28, 2021

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Valerie Wepfer
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Joe Wehby
Sunday, 10:30 AM: John Parker

CONTRIBUTIONS:

November 14, 2021 

General Fund: $6,830.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK

HERE. A link is also available at the

Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

Please take a couple of minutes now

and sign up for this convenient way to

give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon

Relief. You can schedule it once and

you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:
Michael Gray
Louise Josof

Naomi Kassouf
Mike Kassouf
Helen Phipps

Teresa Ragusa 
Don Stewart

Donald Taccone
Josephine Wehby

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of 
our parish sick unless they 

specifically request to be on the Sick 
List.  Call the church office or email

rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

The Church Office will be closed 

on Thursday, November 25
th

and 

Friday, November 26
th

for 

Thanksgiving.  I will be giving 

thanks to God for placing me 

here at St. Elias and for all of you 

here at St. Elias who have helped 

make my job an absolute joy this 

past year! I pray we have many 

more years together.

--Rosa-Marie Sacco

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Monday, 11/22/2021 thru Saturday, 11/27/2021

Abouna will be out of town but the normal liturgy schedule will be 
maintained as follows:

• Monday, 8:00 AM: Fr. Mitch Pacwa
• Tuesday 8:00 AM – Fr. Mitch Pacwa
• Wed, 12:00 Noon – Fr. Mitch Pacwa
• Thursday 8:00 AM – Fr. John Paul Kimes
• Friday 8:00 AM – Fr. John Paul Kimes
• Saturday 5:00 PM – Fr. John Paul Kimes

HYMNAL BOARD

You will notice this week that 
there are now black and white 
numbers and red and white 
numbers. The red and white 
numbers represent page 
numbers in the Qurbono or 
Liturgical book. The black and 
white numbers represent Hymn 
numbers in the Cedars of 
Lebanon Hymnal. We hope this 
distinction will make it easier to 
follow along during the liturgy.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org


From Abouna Peter

Thanksgiving
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Thanksgiving is not like Christmas or Easter in that it is not a liturgical 

holiday, but is instead a federal holiday. That may lead us to believe that 

Thanksgiving is purely secular and has nothing at all to do with God. On the 

contrary, the opposite is true. Throughout history, Thanksgiving has always 

been about giving thanks to God.

The reason the term "thanksgiving" got tied to this holiday is because the 

original pilgrims were giving thanks to God for their plenty. When George 

Washington instituted a day of thanksgiving in 1789, it was to give thanks to 

God for the ending of the Revolutionary War. It was finally instituted as an 

official national holiday in 1863 to lift the nation's morale during the Civil War. 

In that period of strife, everyone benefitted from having a day when they 

stopped and thanked God for what they had.

It is healthy for us to adopt an attitude of thanksgiving in our life. It helps us 

to stay optimistic, to maintain hope, and to persevere, even in the most 

difficult of circumstances. Thanksgiving is valuable because it encourages 

this helpful behavior, and that's why our society tries to embrace it, even 

while divorcing it from the idea of God. However, does the idea of 

thanksgiving make sense without God? If there is no God, who exactly are 

we giving thanks to? We can only be grateful to someone who gives us gifts. 

If there is no gift-giver, how can we be thankful?

This Thanksgiving, let’s strive not only to be thankful, but to be thankful to 

God. Let's keep God in the core of the celebration where He belongs, 

because "Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father" (James 1:17). We can never thank God enough, but we can at least 

do our best to give Him as much credit as we can for all the ways He shows 

His love to us. I pray that everyone has a blessed Thanksgiving. Hopefully 

you get to spend time with loved ones and eat lots of good food. Above all, I 

hope we all become more aware of all the ways God has blessed us.



ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

•JR. MYO:  Sunday, 
•Nov. 28th, 3:30 PM, Set-up 2021 Angel Tree.
•Friendsgiving Feast

•MYO: Parish Breakfast, following 8:00 AM Liturgy
•MCF CLASSES:  Sunday at 9:20 AM
•MYA:  

•Thanksgiving Potluck – See Page 8
•Bible Study, Thursday at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.

•SEMA: Parish-Wide Bible Study Zoom Meeting, 
7:00 PM Wednesday.

•MMSE (Men’s Group): Parish-Wide Bible Study 
Zoom Meeting, 7:00 PM Wednesday. 

•LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY:  Christmas party (Page 9)
•PASTORAL COUNCIL:  

•See Church Projects list on Page 6.
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Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 

faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 

love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be 

created. And You shall renew the face of the 

earth.

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant 

that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly 

wise and ever enjoy his consolations.

Through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
7:00PM

Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent each week 

via email.

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle. Be our protection against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil; May 

God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do 

thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the 

power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all 

evil spirits who wander through the world 

for the ruin of souls. Amen.

Nov. 20-21, 2021

2021 Angel Tree

This year’s Angel Tree will be set-up and 

decorated by the Jr. MYO next  Sunday, 

November 28
th 

at 3:30 PM. All members 

of the Jr. MYO are invited to participate.  

After the tree set-up, there will be a 

Friendsgiving Feast in the Church Hall. 

Please plan to come and share in the

festivities.  

What a great start to the holiday 

season with a spirit of helping to 

give to those less fortunate for 

Christ’s birthday.

PRO-LIFE HOLY HOUR

On December 1st, the Supreme Court of the 

United States will hear a landmark abortion 

case Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health 

Organization.

Parishes all over the country are offering holy 

hours for a favorable, pro-life outcome to the 

trial. Join us Wednesday, December 1st at 

11:00 a.m. for a Holy Hour to pray for this 
intention. The normal noon liturgy will follow.
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Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes

The Pastoral Council meeting was held on November 8, 2021.

The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was

$274,241.69. Monthly contributions and normal operating expenses remain consistent with some 

campus maintenance still ongoing.

• There will be an open house for the new parish rectory on Sunday December 12, 2021 

from 2pm to 5pm. More details to be in the weekly bulletin.

• The Council has compiled a list of major church projects for immediate, short, and long-term 

needs. The list will be distributed to the parish detailing the projects and funding needs. (SEE 

LIST ON PAGE 6.)

• The Annual Parish meeting will be Sunday January 23, 2022 from 3pm to 5pm in the 

church hall.

• Saint Maron banquet will be Saturday February 12, 2022. More details to be published in 

the bulletin. 

• Eparchy Synod participation will be sent out to the parish in survey format. Participation will 

help to gather experiences of how our Church ordinarily lives and operates or should live and 

operate in a synod mode.

• The church has installed Private Property signs at all three entrances that note parking is for 

Church events only. For the safety of the parish, they have been installed due to recent 

issues with abandoned and illegally parked vehicles on the property. To have them removed 

legally, it is a requirement by law that we post the signs stating that the property is private. 

These signs will allow the church to have those abandoned or illegally parked cars removed 

when needed.

• Roofing repairs have been completed for a new leak in the new hall and additional repairs for 

a leak in the old hall will be performed. 

• Thanks to all who participated in the church clean-up day on October 24
th
. Several projects 

and cleaning needs were completed on the church campus.

• Additional security cameras have been purchased and will be installed in identified areas of 

need.

• MYO hayride and bonfire at Joseph Farms on Sunday, Nov 14, 2021

• The Ladies Altar Society will have their members Annual Christmas luncheon on Dec 5, 

2021.

• Ladies Alter Society held elections at their November meeting. Jan Joseph will continue to 

serve as president, Mary Bolus as vice-president, and Omra Kassouf as treasurer. Linda 

Somers was elected as secretary.

Oct 2021 Sep 2021 YTD 2021

Income $26,204 $24,189 $499,923

Expense ($26,602) ($57,511) ($461,737)

Net ($398) ($33,322) $38,186
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CHURCH PROJECTS

Below is a list of church projects compiled and prioritized based on previous survey results, in-
person parishioner feedback, and the observed needs of our church. These projects are being
listed with estimated expenses, so the parish knows what is being considered knowing that first
we must raise funds to complete the projects. If you would like to donate towards a particular
project please contact Abouna Peter, Rosa Marie, a Pastoral Council Member, or a member of the
Finance Committee. Reaching these goals will be a group effort, and everyone's contribution, no
matter how small, is important. Make plans to attend our annual meeting on January 23 at 3:00
p.m. when these plans will be discussed in further detail. Thanks to every member of our parish
family for all they do in our community.

PROJECTS TO BE COMPLETED ONCE FUNDING IS IN PLACE:

• HIGH PRIORITY: Remodel and Refurbish Rectory into Administration Building
and expand Sacristy:
• Completion in 9-12 months.
• Total estimated cost for roof, waterproofing and windows is 200k.
• Interior remodeling bids are pending final design, but the belief is this project will be in
the 200K to 300k range.

• HIGH PRIORITY: Waterproofing of remaining buildings.
• As soon as we have funds available.
• We have bids and approved contractor.
• Current bid for remaining work is about 175k.

• Upgrade and Improve Sound System in Church: Assessment ongoing for best
solution.

• Upgrade of Current Classrooms/Archive Library: to be assessed and completed once
waterproofing of current classrooms are complete.

• Replace Interior Doors in the Main Hall: $40K is estimated cost. Need to raise money.

ONGOING MAINTENANCE:

• HVAC Assessment: Needs to be completed, assessed, and scheduled once scope is
identified.

• Yearly Roof Assessment: Need to conduct yearly assessment to stay on top of roofing
repairs/replacement.
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St. Elias Maronite Catholic Church and Family Medical Services, Inc. will 

be hosting a walk-in COVID-19 Vaccine + Flu Vaccine Clinic for 

Adults, Adolescents and Kids ages 5-11:

• Saturday, November 20th from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

• St. Elias Maronite Catholic Church

• 836 8
th

Street South, Birmingham AL 35205

We will have all COVID-19 vaccines available: Moderna, Pfizer, and 

Janssen (J&J) Booster vaccines, Kids 5-11 Pfizer Vaccine and Flu vaccine 

for all ages.

Again, no need for appointments, just come on over if you would like to 

get a vaccine during that time!

Nov. 20-21, 2021
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Keep those ovens warm because after Christmas, we will begin preparing 
for our 24th ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL! 
Here are the proposed cooking dates. 

If any of these change, we will let you know immediately.
April will be here before you know it!

The Ladies’ Altar Society will 
have their Christmas party on 
Sunday, December 5, immediately 
following the 10:30 AM liturgy.



Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

St. Elias 
Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook 

& request to join.  

It’s only open to 

parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to 

support our parishioners in 

employment opportunities 

and service needs.

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT

JAN JOSEPH 
josephjandd@aol.com

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To place an 
ad

in the 
bulletin
contact
Jimmy 

Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO 
WEAR A 
HAZMAT SUIT . . .

. . . but, we do
request you 
wear a mask.

MCF 
Classes 

Sundays at 
9:20 AM!
See you 
there!

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
@7:00 PM

Via Zoom Meeting

Link will be sent 
each week via email.

vwplumbingsupply.com

Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

vwplumbingsupply.com

mailto:josephjandd@aol.com
mailto:mjboohakermph@gmail.com
mailto:jmezjr@me.com
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http://www.vwplumbingsupply.com/
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