
November 13-14, 2021
Announcement to Zechariah

Liturgy Schedule

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.         

Weekend Liturgy Intentions

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Intention : Jamil & Idele Bakhache & Deceased Members of the Bakhache Family 
(Req. by Renee Bahakel)

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Intention: Deacon Joe Stephens (Req. by Jenny Stephens and family)

Sunday, 10:30 AM: Intention : George S. Stephen (1st Anniv.), Ann S. Stephen and Joseph S. Stephen
(Req. by Sidney Stephen)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

St. Elias Maronite Church

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567

Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.orgEmail: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

Lector Schedule
November 13-14, 2021

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Norman Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM:    Jim Mezrano
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Sidney Wehby

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com


Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of November 15- 21 2021

Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday 8:00 AM: Margaret Graffeo (Req. by the Graffeo family)
Tuesday: Fred & Harriett Bostany (Req. by Jo Anne Hannon)
Wednesday, NOON: Raymond Garnem (Req. by Joey & Mirna Chbeir)

Special Intention (Req. by Jackie Akl)
Thursday: Msgr. Maroun Asmar - Eparchy of St. Maron (Req. by Bishop Zaidan)
Friday: Raymond Garnem (Req. by Jenny Stephens)
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Joe & Josephine Ashker (Req. by Joe & Angela Boackle and family)
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Charles A., Barbara B. and George C. Boohaker 

(Req. by Norman & Lisa Bolus & the family)
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Sami Harika (Req. by Adel & Nawal Harika)

`Ùĳġ µÙÙ÷˫Ě ZÙÎġĆĖ zÎëÙÓĥúÙ
November 20- 21, 2021

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Anthony Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM: John Henley
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Maron Boohaker

CONTRIBUTIONS:

November 7, 2021 

General Fund: $5,830.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK

HERE. A link is also available at the

Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.

Please take a couple of minutes now

and sign up for this convenient way to

give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon

Relief. You can schedule it once and

you are done.

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:

Michael Gray
Louise Josof

Naomi Kassouf
Mike Kassouf
Gerry Kimes
Helen Phipps
Teresa Ragusa 
Don Stewart

Donald Taccone
Josephine Wehby

St. Elias WILL NOTlist the name of 
our parish sick unless they 

specifically request to be on the 
Sick List.  Call the church office or 

email
rosamarie@stelias.org

to be added to our prayer list.
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The flowers on the altar this weekend
were donated by

The Elkourie Family
In memory of

Carolyn Elkourie Gwin

"St. Joseph reminds us that those who 
appear hidden or in the shadows can 
play an incomparable role in the history 
of salvation. A word of recognition and of 
gratitude is due to them all. As Mary's 
husband and guardian of the son of God, 
St. Joseph turned "his human vocation to 
domestic love into a superhuman 
oblation of himself, his heart and all his 
abilities, a love placed at the service of 
the Messiah who was growing to 
maturity in his home.  Despite being 
troubled at first by Maryôs pregnancy, he 
added, St. Joseph was obedient to God's 
will "regardless of the hardship 
involved.ñ

-- Pope Francis

Mrs. Norma Lee Shamy
who died on November 5, 2021.

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon her. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org


From Abouna Peter
Iconography: The Inexhaustible Cup
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I'm not sure when I am going to stop talking about icons, but this one is a personal favorite of mine that I 
thought I would talk about. It may look familiar to you because it was the image which was on my ordination 
card. This icon is called "The Inexhaustible Cup."

Everyone is required to prepare for an ordination by taking something called a "Canonical retreat." Before I was 
ordained a deacon, I was on such a retreat when I received a call from some family. It is not customary to take 
calls on a canonical retreat, but my retreat master made an exception for me because of the nature of the call. 
They just wanted to tell me that they were praying for me before an icon of this image which had 
miraculouslystarted to leak oil. The icon was located in the Church of St. Simon the Stylite up in Canada. It just 
so happened to be the case that I was being ordained a deacon on the feast of St. Simon the Stylite, so it 
seemed like a God-wink.

I did some research into this icon and decided it would be fitting for my priestly ordination card since it shows 
Jesus in the chalice. This icon is particularly reverenced in the RussianOrthodox Church by those who suffer 
from all sorts of addictions, especially to alcohol. Addiction comes from the fact that as human beings, we have 
infinite desires. When we try to satisfy those desires with finite, material things, they never really get full, and so 
we want more and more. Soon, we become addicted to the thing which we were using to satisfy the insatiable 
desire.

Jesus can be the solution to this problem, because Jesus is God. An infinite desire can only be satisfied by 
something infinite, and that is God. This icon encourages us to open our hearts fully to Christ in the Eucharist. 
The cup is inexhaustible, yet it is overflowing with Jesus. In the same way, our hearts are insatiable, yet they can 
be filled to overflowing with the love of God that comes from the Eucharist. Jesus can fulfill our desires if we 
only know how to surrender our hearts over to him. Many people have miraculously found freedom from 
addiction by reverencing this icon. With God's help, may our hearts become like this chalice, filled to the brim 
with Jesus, and surrounded by the loving presence of Mary our mother.



ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS

ÅJR. MYO:  Sunday, Nov. 28 th , 4:00 PM, Set -up 

2021 Angel Tree. 

ÅMYO: 

ÅParish Breakfast, following 8:00 AM Liturgy

ÅHayride & Bonfire ðsee note

ÅMCF CLASSES:  Sunday at 9:20 AM

ÅMYA:  Bible Study, Thursday at 7:00PM in the

First Communion Room.

ÅSEMA: Parish -Wide Bible Study Zoom Meeting, 

7:00 PM Wednesday.

ÅMMSE (Menõs Group): Parish -Wide Bible Study 

Zoom Meeting, 7:00 PM Wednesday. 

ÅLADIESõ ALTAR SOCIETY:  No events

scheduled this week.

ÅPASTORAL COUNCIL: No events scheduled

this week.
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Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 

faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 

love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be 

created. And You shall renew the face of the 

earth.

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant 

that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly 

wise and ever enjoy his consolations.

Through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
7:00PM

Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent each week 

via email.

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in 

battle. Be our protection against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil; May 

God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do 

thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the 

power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all 

evil spirits who wander through the world 

for the ruin of souls. Amen.

Nov. 13-14, 2021

MYO HAYRIDE and BONFIRE

The MYO Hayride & Bonfire is scheduled for this 
Sunday, November 14th, at the Joseph Farm.
Å We will meet at the church at 2:00 PM or, if 

you live closer to Hwy 280, meet us at the 
Summit Barnes & Noble at 2:20 PM. We 
will carpool from these two places.

Å Once at the farm, we will have a tour, 
hayride and camp-ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǎΩƳƻǊŜǎΣ 
and games!

Å It is predicted to be cold, so dress warmly 
and bring jackets, gloves & hats.

We thank the Josephs for their generous offer of 
hospitality each year and we want as many MYO 
members as possible to join us. If you are 
interested in being a chaperone, please contact 
JoAnne Hannon or Petra Harika as soon as 
possible.

The St. Elias Maronite Adults (SEMA) is a group of 
lively, interesting, spiritual, fun adults who love God 
and love being together. If you want to be a part of 
this group, please contact Jackie Semaan (205) 369-
3448, or Rosa-Marie (205) 251-5057. We are planning 
new and exciting events, so come join us!

PRIVATE PROPERTY SIGNS

This weekend, you may have noticed that the 

church has installed Private Property signs at all 

three entrances that note parking is for Church 

events only. For the safety of the parish, they have 

been installed due to recent issues with abandoned 

and illegally parked vehicleson the property. To 

have them removed legally, it is a requirement by 

law that we post the signs stating thatthe property 

is private. These signs willallow the church to have 

thoseabandoned or illegally parked cars removed 

when needed.
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AND THE WINNERS ARE:

TEACUP AUCTION

× $100 Publix Card:  Diane Wehby

× $100 Bed, Bath & Beyond Card:  Selema Rookis

× $100 Target Card:  Emily Issa

× $100 Amazon Card:  Michael Boackle

× $100 Piggly Wiggly Card:  Jenny Stephens

× $100 Fresh Market Card:  LaVonne Williamson

× $100 Aldi Card:  Selema Rookis

× $100 Perry³s Steak House Card:  J.L. Shaia

× $100 Whole Foods Card:  Elaine Kassouf

× Elegant Cross by Crowne Jewelers:  Fares Abdo

$100 MONEY TREE

Donna Corey

LEBANESE DINNER FOR 10 BY SAMIA MICHAEL

Carolyn Bates Joseph

WHO WILL RECEIVE $10,000.00! THANK YOU!!
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St. Elias Maronite Catholic Church and Family Medical Services, Inc. will 

be hosting a walk-in COVID -19 Vaccine + Flu Vaccine Clinic for 

Adults, Adolescents and Kidsages 5-11:

Å Saturday, November 20th from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Å St. Elias Maronite Catholic Church

Å 836 8
th

Street South, Birmingham AL 35205

We will have all COVID-19 vaccines available: Moderna, Pfizer, and 

Janssen (J&J) Booster vaccines, Kids 5-11 Pfizer Vaccine and Flu vaccine 

for all ages.

Again, no need for appointments, just come on over if you would like to 

get a vaccine during that time!
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TO JOIN

OUR LADY OF LEBANON MARONITE SEMINARY'S 60TH 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION,

PLEASE CLICK THE ZOOM LINK BELOW

or

go to: Join Meeting - Zoom and enter

Meeting ID: 863 9305 6159 & Passcode: 292854

We are looking forward to seeing you

this Saturday, November 13, 2021

at 3PM EST, 2PM CST, 12PM PST!

Click Here for Zoom Link

https://orderstsharbel.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=346b83b1d9bbd6a9154f5fe51&id=725a86402b&e=22b6e9b031
https://orderstsharbel.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=346b83b1d9bbd6a9154f5fe51&id=0c5e39331b&e=22b6e9b031


Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

St. Elias 
Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook 

& request to join.  

�,�W�·�V���R�Q�O�\���R�S�H�Q���W�R��
parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to 

support our parishioners in 

employment opportunities 

and service needs.

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
�>�����/���^�[�����>�d���Z���^�K���/���d�z�U�����K�E�d�����d

JAN JOSEPH 
josephjandd@aol.com

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To place an 
ad

in the 
bulletin
contact
Jimmy 

Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

¸h¦ 5hbΩ¢ 
HAVE TO 
WEAR A 
HAZMAT SUIT . . .

. . . but, we do
request you 
wear a mask.

MCF 
Classes 

Sundays at 
9:20 AM!
See you 
there!

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
@7:00 PM

Via Zoom Meeting

Link will be sent 
each week via email.

vwplumbingsupply.com
Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President
205.365.4796

vwplumbingsupply.com


