October 30-31, 2021
Feast of Christ the King

October is Right To Life Month
Liturgy Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Lector Schedule
October 30-31, 2021
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Paul Bolus
Beverly Kimes
Matthew Bolus

Weekend Liturgy Intentions
Saturday, 5:00 PM:

Intention:

Raymond Garnem (Req. by Izas and Renee Bahakel and family)

Sunday, 8:00 AM:

Intention:

Paul Butrus, Helen Bolus & Lucile Shaia (Req. by Selema Rookis)

Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Intention:

Raymond Garnem (Req. by Norman & Lisa Bolus)

St. Elias Maronite Church
836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of November 1-7 2021
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday 8:00 AM:
Monday NOON:
Tuesday:
Wednesday, 10:00 AM:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

All Saints Day – Holy Day of Obligation
All Saints Day – Holy Day of Obligation
Raymond Garnem (Req. by Don & Janet Stewart)
Living & Deceased Members of the Ladies’ Altar Society
Raymond Garnem (Req. by Janice Toner, Omra Kassouf & Elaine Kassouf)
Rose Antonio (Req. by Janice Toner, Omra Kassouf & Elaine Kassouf)
Raymond Garnem (Req. by Phillip & Diane Wehby)
Martha Anthony – 40 Days & Herbert Bolus – Anniversary (Req. by the family)
Veterans and Current Military in the Birmingham Lebanese Community
(Req. by The Phoenician Club of Birmingham)

November 5th is First Friday – Exposition and Adoration of
the Most Blessed Sacrament will be held for one hour
immediately following the 8:00 AM liturgy.
CONTRIBUTIONS:
October 24, 2021
General Fund: $3,830.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK
HERE. A link is also available at the
Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to
give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon
Relief. You can schedule it once and
you are done.

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
November 6-7, 2021
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Phillip Wehby
Sunday, 8:00 AM: John Bolus
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Joe Harrison

The flowers on the altar
this weekend were donated by
Paul & Wanda Elkourie
in memory of
Martha Mary Anthony

Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:
Michael Gray
Louise Josof
Naomi Kassouf
Mike Kassouf
Gerry Kimes
Helen Phipps
Teresa Ragusa
Don Stewart
Donald Taccone
Josephine Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of
our parish sick unless they
specifically request to be on the
Sick List. Call the church office or
email
rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.

Weekly Offering Envelopes
The weekly offering envelopes that are mailed to
your home have your name and envelope number
on them for our records. Please note, though, that
envelopes with the St. Elias mailing address on them
do not have that identifying information on them. If
you have used one of these envelopes to put cash in
the collection recently, please contact Rosa-Marie in
the office to let her know.
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From Abouna Peter
Maronite Iconography
When I visited the Greek Orthodox for their festival, I got to see the inside of their church. The generous tour guide
was eager not only to show me their icons, but also to explain the deep significance in each depiction. I was
reminded of our own Maronite iconography tradition, and that became the inspiration for this bulletin letter.
Take a look at this icon. It comes from a 6th century Syriac illuminated Gospel manuscript. I spent hours staring at
this image because it was on the wall in the Maronite Seminary
across from where I sat at the dinner table.
I'd like to point out a few things, particularly in the top half of
the image.
First, notice how symmetrical the image is. The three crosses are
balanced. Mary and John are on the left, while a cluster of weeping
women are on the right. On one side there is a man with a spear. On
the other side, there is a man quenching Jesus' thirst with a sponge.
The sun and the moon are out at the same time shining on opposite
sides of the icon. This symmetry is intentional. It is to show that
even in the moment of the crucifixion, a moment which seemed
chaotic, God was still in control and restoring balance and harmony
to the universe.
Syriac icons are meant to convey a whole span of time, not just a
moment. That is why the chronology of the image does not make
sense. Historically, Jesus was dead when he was being stabbed,
yet here His eyes are open. He certainly was not being stabbed
and drinking wine from the sponge at the same time as this depiction seems to suggest. The reason all of these are
depicted at the same time is because the author is inviting you to use your imagination to enter into the crucifixion
from beginning to end. When looking at this icon, we are not looking at a picture. It is more like we are watching TV.
Even more, the author is inviting us into the scene to be a part of the crucifixion ourselves. It is up to our imagination
to see this scene in motion, and not as a mere still-frame.
I'd like to point out that when the image is set in motion, the symmetry is still there. I like to call this dynamic
symmetry, and it is a common feature in the Rabbula Gospels. The key example here is in the spear and the sponge.
Both are moving inward and upward at the same time. You can also see it in the thieves. The one on the right of
Jesus (St. Dismas) bows his head in sorrow while the one on the left lifts his head up in arrogance. Dynamic
symmetry is one of the ways the author coaxes the viewer into imagining the icon in motion.
Finally, notice that the crucifixion scene shares the same border with the resurrection scene. They are not
considered two different pictures, but one. That's because the Syriac fathers always saw the crucifixion and the
resurrection as part of the same reality. The crucifixion is made meaningful by the resurrection, and the resurrection
is made more glorious by the crucifixion.
Hopefully this can serve as a little introduction to the Syriac Iconography tradition. There is certainly more that can
be said, which I hope to add in the coming weeks.
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OCTOBER IS RIGHT-TO-LIFE MONTH
LIFE AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON
As explicitly formulated, the precept “You shall not kill” is
strongly negative: it indicates the extreme limit which can never
be exceeded. Implicitly, however, it encourages a positive
attitude of absolute respect for life; it leads to the promotion of
life and to progress along the way of a love which gives,
receives and serves.
--(St. John Paul II “The Gospel of Life”
[Evangelium vitae],no. 54)
Excerpt from “Life and Dignity of the Human Person.”
To read the entire article, CLICK HERE

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING: THE DEATH PENALTY
The death penalty threatens innocent life. Despite our best efforts, our criminal justice
system is not perfect. According to a 2014 study, at least 4% of those sentenced to
death in the United States
are innocent. The 161
people and counting who
have been exonerated
due to their innocence
since 1973 exemplify
that fact. For every 9
people who have been
executed since the death
penalty was reinstated
in 1976, one person has
been exonerated after
being proven innocent.
The Catechism of the
Catholic Church makes it
clear: “The deliberate
murder of an innocent
person is gravely
contrary to the dignity of the human being, to the golden rule, and to the holiness of the
Creator,” (2261).
Excerpt from “Catholic Social Teaching & the Death Penalty”
To read the entire article, CLICK HERE

RESPECT FOR UNBORN HUMAN LIFE: THE CHURCH'S CONSTANT TEACHING
Given the scientific fact that a human life begins at conception, the only
moral norm needed to understand the Church's opposition to abortion
is the principle that each and every human life has inherent dignity,
and thus must be treated with the respect due to a human person.
Excerpt from “Respect for Unborn Human Life: The Church’s Constant Teaching.”
To read the entire article, CLICK HERE
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
•JR. MYO: No events scheduled this week.
•MYO: Parish Breakfast, following 8:00 AM Liturgy
•MCF CLASSES: Sunday at 9:20 AM
•MYA: Bible Study, Thursday at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.
•SEMA: Parish-Wide Bible Study Zoom Meeting,
7:00 PM Wednesday.
•MMSE (Men’s Group): Parish-Wide Bible Study
Zoom Meeting, 7:00 PM Wednesday.
•LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY:
•Thursday, November 3, 2021, Liturgy at
10:00 AM (See below for more information);
•Fundraiser for Orphanages in Lebanon
(continues until November 10th)
•PASTORAL COUNCIL: No events scheduled this
week.
Ladies’ Altar Society
After the Liturgy on Thursday, November 3,
(10:00 AM), there will be a short talk (in the
Church) on objects on the altar and how
they are to be handled. The General Meeting
will follow in the Church Hall at which the
slate of officers for 2022 will be presented.
If you are interested in running for office,
please contact Jan Joseph, 205-492-0310.
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MYO/MYA SPONSORING TRUNK OR TREAT
The St. Elias MYO & MYA is sponsoring a
Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 30,
2021, from 3:00PM to 4:30PM, in the North
parking lot (by the interstate).

Closing on the new rectory occurred
on Monday, October 25, 2021. There
is no official move-in date yet as
some minor maintenance items are
being taken care of (painting and
cleaning). Moving will likely be
within two weeks.

Please join us in congratulating Jill Williams
on her official role now as our Custodian! Jill
will work Monday, Wednesday, Friday and as
needed.
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
7:00PM
Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent each week
via email.
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in
battle. Be our protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil; May
God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do
thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the
power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all
evil spirits who wander through the world
for the ruin of souls. Amen.

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your
faithful and kindle in them the fire of your
love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be
created. And You shall renew the face of the
earth.
O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit,
did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant
that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly
wise and ever enjoy his consolations.
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
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CLICK HERE
to register
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2022 Lebanese Parliamentary Elections
On Tuesday, September 28, 2021, the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants
announced that Lebanese citizens living abroad could register to vote in the 2022 Lebanese
parliamentary elections. The date of elections and the nature of the voting process for
Lebanese living abroad has not been announced yet. However, registration for the election
will start (online or in person) on Friday, October 1, 2021, and will end on November 20,
2021. To register, eligible voters can access the following link (which is expected to be
active on Oct. 1, 2021) or contact Joey Chbeir (at 205.578.2870).
To be eligible to register and vote, individuals are expected to have the following:
1. A Lebanese passport, a Lebanese identity card, OR a civil status bulletin (Ikhraj Qaid);
AND
2. A US Permanent Residency Card (a/k/a Green Card), a US passport, a Lebanese
passport with a valid visa, a US Work Permit, OR a valid US driver’s license.
We will provide more updates as we receive them from the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Emigrants.
EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY
OF THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM
Join us for a Vocations Fair at the
Cathedral of St. Paul on November 14th
from 12:30-2:30. You will have the
opportunity to hear from various religious
orders about their rules and lifestyles. This
is all to promote good and healthy
discernment among the youth within the
Diocese of Birmingham. All are welcome to
attend. Snacks and refreshments will be
provided."
"Join us at the Cathedral of St. Paul on
November 5th for Color Me Autumn, a
young adult ballroom dance from 7-10pm.
Dinner will be provided. A dance class will
be held from 6-7pm to help all with their
skills before the event begins! Attire is
formal/semi-formal and the dance is open
to all young adults ages 18-35!

St. Elias
Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook
& request to join.
It’s only open to
parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to
support our parishioners in
employment opportunities
and service needs.

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

To place an
ad
in the
bulletin
contact
Jimmy
Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
WEAR A
HAZMAT SUIT . . .

. . . but, we do
request you
wear a mask.

MCF
Classes
Sundays at
9:20 AM!
See you
there!

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT
JAN JOSEPH
josephjandd@aol.com

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

vwplumbingsupply.com

vwplumbingsupply.com

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
@7:00 PM
Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent
each week via email.

Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796
Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

