October 16-17, 2021
5th Sunday After Holy Cross

October is Right To Life Month
Liturgy Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Lector Schedule
October 16-17, 2021
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Paul Bolus
John Henley
MYO

Weekend Liturgy Intentions
Saturday, 5:00 PM:

Intention:

Alice Boackle – Anniversary (Req. by the family)

Sunday, 8:00 AM:

Intention:

For all those suffering from COVID.

Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Intention:

Raymond Garnem (Req. by Maggie Boohaker)

St. Elias Maronite Church
836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of October 18-24, 2021
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday, 12:00 NOON:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Special Intention
Raymond Garnem (Req. by Margaret Graffeo)
Georgia Shalhoop (Req. by LaVonne Williamson)
For Succssful Surgery & Speedy Recovery of Patricia Tolbert (Req. by Beverly Kimes)
Raymond Garnem (Req. by Phillip & Diane Wehby)
Miame Bakhache & Joseph Bakhache (Req. by Izas & Renee Bahakel & family)
Special Intention
A'fif Hanna (Lebanon) - Brother-in-Law of Jackie Akl – 40 Days (Req. by the family)

CONTRIBUTIONS:
October 10, 2021
General Fund: $2,418.00
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK
HERE. A link is also available at the
Saint Elias website: www.stelias.org.
Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to
give to St. Elias and also to Lebanon
Relief. You can schedule it once and
you are done.

Second Collection
October 22-23, 2021
World Mission/Propagation of
the Faith
91% of donations goes to the
Society of Propagation of the
Faith; 9% goes to the Catholic
Near East Welfare Association.
You can donate online through
our website, or put your
donation in the weekend
collection.
Please Pray for Our Parish Sick:

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
October 23-24, 2021
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

The flowers on the altar this
weekend were donated by
Beverly Kimes in memory of
her father, Paul Kassouf

Norman Bolus
Joe Wehby
Maron Boohaker

Ghazi Abikhaled, Michael Gray,
Louise Josof, Naomi Kassouf,
Mike Kassouf, Helen Phipps,
Teresa Ragusa, Don Stewart,
Donald Taccone, Josephine Wehby
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of
our parish sick unless they
specifically request to be on the
Sick List. Call the church office or
email
rosamarie@stelias.org
to be added to our prayer list.
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From Abouna Peter
Human Dignity
In my previous bulletin letter, I talked about the dignity of the human person, and I
mentioned how human dignity has no justification apart from Christianity. Even though
all people want to believe that human beings have intrinsic dignity, it is hard to make
that justification without Christian doctrine. This is because in order for human beings to
be valuable, there needs to be an intelligent being that is supreme who values us. We
are intrinsically valuable because we are valuable to God.
Since it is right to life month, I thought it was important to show how this applies to the
abortion debate. Proponents of abortion have to argue that an unborn child has no
dignity, in order to claim that abortion is not murder. In order to really know whether the
unborn child has dignity, we have to ask "at what point does God start treating a human
being as valuable?" Since our dignity is rooted in God's love for us, it seems the only
way to track human dignity is to track God's love.
The Scriptures make it clear on multiple occasions that God not only values a child
while it is still in the womb, but God even values a child's life before it is
conceived. When God calls the prophet Jeremiah, he says, "Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you." (Jeremiah 1:5). Likewise, in Psalm 139, it is written, "They eyes
beheld my unformed substance." (vs 16). Verses like this imply that God has a plan for
us, and values us even before we are conceived. It is because God considers us good
in His mind that He chooses to bring us into existence in the womb.
If God values us before conception, He must also value us in every stage of our
development from conception to natural death. Abortion is wrong because we have no
right to deny dignity to what God Himself has already deemed valuable.
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OCTOBER IS RIGHT-TO-LIFE MONTH
LIFE AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON
As explicitly formulated, the precept “You shall not kill” is
strongly negative: it indicates the extreme limit which can never
be exceeded. Implicitly, however, it encourages a positive
attitude of absolute respect for life; it leads to the promotion of
life and to progress along the way of a love which gives,
receives and serves. (St. John Paul II “The Gospel of Life”
[Evangelium vitae],no. 54)
Excerpt from “Life and Dignity of the Human Person.”
To read the entire article, CLICK HERE

RESPECT FOR UNBORN HUMAN LIFE: THE CHURCH'S CONSTANT TEACHING
Given the scientific fact that a human life begins at conception, the
only moral norm needed to understand the Church's opposition to
abortion is the principle that each and every human life has
inherent dignity, and thus must be treated with the respect due to
a human person.
Excerpt from “Respect for Unborn Human Life: The Church’s Constant Teaching.”
To read the entire article, CLICK HERE
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ORGANIZATIONAL HAPPENINGS
•JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
•MYO:
•Parish Breakfast, following 8:00 AM Liturgy ;
Both Lebanese & American breakfasts will be
offered.
•Participation in 10:30 AM Liturgy on Sunday
followed by Birmingham Breakout then to lunch
•MCF CLASSES: Sunday at 9:20 AM
•MYA: Bible Study, Thursday at 7:00PM in the First
Communion Room.
•SEMA: Parish-Wide Bible Study Zoom Meeting,
7:00 PM Wednesday.
•MMSE (Men’s Group): Parish-Wide Bible Study Zoom
Meeting, 7:00 PM Wednesday.
•LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY:
•Walk to End Alzheimer’s, Sunday, October 17, at
Sloss Furnaces.
•Fundraiser for Orphanages in Lebanon
(continues until November 10th)
•PASTORAL COUNCIL: No scheduled events this
week.
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MYO/MYA SPONSORING TRUNK & TREAT
The St. Elias MYO & MYA is sponsoring a
Trunk & Treat on Saturday, October 30, 2021,
from 3:00PM to 4:30PM, in the North
parking lot (by the interstate).

SACRED MUSIC CONVENTION
The Office of Sacred Liturgy is hosting a
Diocesan Sacred Music Convocation for
musicians and choir members to learn about the
importance of Sacred Music and how can we
best serve the musical needs of our parishes.
The event is free and will take place on Oct. 23
at St. Bernard Abbey in Cullman from 8:30
a.m.- 5 p.m. Materials and meals provided by
the Office of Sacred Liturgy.
Register at Diocesan Choir Rehearsals or at
fcarbonell@bhmdiocese.org.

We are so proud of all of our children who
participated in the NAM Poster/Essay Contest.
o Grades 4-6: Essays Category:
▪ 1st Place: Leanne Boackle (Daughter of
Michael and Stacie Boackle)
o K-1 Posters Category:
▪ 2nd Place: Anna Maria Al Bachwati (Daughter
of Michel & Claire Al Bachwati)
o Grades 4-6 Posters Category:
▪ 1st Place: Miriam Smaha (Daughter of
Michael & Hend Smaha)
▪ 2nd Place: Murphy Thomas (Son of Shane &
Anna Thomas
Special thanks to the MCF and VBS teachers who
assisted them and parents who encouraged them.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
7:00PM
Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent each week
via email.

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in
battle. Be our protection against the
wickedness and snares of the devil; May
God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do
thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the
power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all
evil spirits who wander through the world
for the ruin of souls. Amen.
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your
faithful and kindle in them the fire of your
love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be
created. And You shall renew the face of the
earth.
O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit,
did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant
that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly
wise and ever enjoy his consolations.
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
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St. Elias Clean-up Day – Sunday, October 24, 2021, 1:00PM – 5:00PM
(Dinner to be provided around 5:00PM)
If you can help (and to help us in planning what we can actually accomplish) please
CLICK HERE or go to the St. Elias Website (stelias.org) and click on the Clean-up Day button.
Signing up will also help us in planning dinner.
JOBS (Supplies Needed) (in no particular order)
✓

Pressure wash front steps/porch of church (pressure washer)

✓

Kill all ant beds (ant bait/killer)

✓

Trim shrubbery on fence line north side (hedge trimmer/clippers)

✓

Clean up grotto/plant flowers & shrubs (brooms/flowers/shrubs/shovel)
✓ Coordinate with Joe Aboujaoude

✓

Clean outdoor statues (brush cleaner/cleaning chemicals)

✓

Polish all church door handles (rags/polish)

✓

Clean choir loft/organize (vacuum/rags/cleaning chemicals)
✓ Coordinate with Michael Harrison

✓

Clean classrooms/organize closets & shelves (brooms/rags/chemicals)
✓ Coordinate with Sunday School teachers

✓

Clean/organize library (brooms/rags/chemicals)

✓

Cloth chairs: clean good ones; throw away bad ones (vacuum/rags/cleaning chemicals)

✓

Clean BBQ Pit (brooms/blower/steel brush/chemicals)
✓ Coordinate with Phillip Wehby)

✓

Clean stage area/organize (brooms/mop/rags/chemicals)

✓

Clean out Ladies closet/organize
✓ Coordinate with LaVonne Williamson

✓

Pick up trash around grounds (trash bags)

✓

Trim weeds between grounds & freeway (weed eater/hedge trimmer/clippers)

✓

Clean/organize back kitchen area
✓ Coordinate with Jill Williams & Janice Toner

✓

Clean/organize storage areas of back kitchen
✓ Coordinate with Norman Bolus & Anthony Bolus

✓

Clean fountains
✓ Coordinate with Joe Aboujaoude

✓

Clean areas between storm doors & office doors

✓

Pressure wash landing/walkways/steps around offices

✓

Plan/coordinate dinner
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Saint Elias Ladies' Altar Society
The St. Elias Ladies Altar Society is once again participating in
the 2021 Alzheimer's Association Walk to End Alzheimer's in
Birmingham. This event will be held on Sunday, October

17 at Sloss Furnaces.
We are kindly asking you to consider making a contribution to
our team as we remember our fellow parishioners who we have
lost, their families, caregivers, and those who are living with
Alzheimer's and all other dementia. Join our team by
registering (it's free to do so) or donate to our fundraising efforts
by clicking on our TEAM PAGE.
If you plan to come to the walk, please meet at the tent
around 2:15 for a team picture.
The walk is at Sloss Furnace.
Doors open: 2pm
Elvis performs
Magic City Disco performs
Walk Ceremony/Walk: 3pm
Thank you so much for your support.
Diane Wehby - Team Captain
If you need help or support, please visit the Alzheimer's
Association’s Website,
www.alz.org
or use their free 24/7 helpline at (800) 272-3900.

PHOENICIAN CLUB NEWS
Save the date- October 31st
Kibbe Lunch at the Cedars Club
Dine in our take out from 11- 2
• MENU:
• Kibbe
• War'a dawali (Stuffed
Rolled grape leaves
• Loobia and roz (green
beans and rice)
• Pita bread
• Beverages
• Hulwayat (pastries)
Price: $15.00 per plate.
More details to follow.
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October 14, 2021

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has invited every Catholic diocese and eparchy in the world to
participate in the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, which will be held at
the Vatican on October of 2023, by reflecting on the theme “For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation and Mission.” The path of synodality, which means joyrneying actively together in
our mission of evangelization, is critical for the life and mission of the Church of the third
millennium.
The first phase of the Synod (October 2021 to April 2022) requires broad consultations at the
Parish and Eparchial level with the laity and the clergy to gather experiences of how our Church
ordinarily lives and operates or should live and operate in a synodal mode. Pope Francis invites
us to encounter, listen, and discern: to encounter God and each other; listen with our hearts to the
guidance of the Spirit; and discern in prayer and in dialogue with the word of God in order to
make the best choices in life.
Our participation in the first phase of the Synod will be organized as a collective collaboration
within and between all parishes and ministries in our eparchy. I have directed all pastors to form
local committees to engage a wide segment of parishioners. In addition, I have appointed Father
Roby Zibara (Pastor of St. Maron Church, Detroit, MI) and Mr. Alberto Tohmé (Co-Director of the
Office of Family Life Ministry) as Eparchial level co-chairpersons to lead, assist and collaborate
with all parishes in the collection of consultations and subsequent synthesis into a report on
behalf of our Eparchy.
With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I invite all of you to reflect, participate and actively share
your experiences and thoughts related to this “journeying together” in order to help the Church
discern and adopt a more inclusive and communal approach in its mission of evangelization.
Your input is critical for the success of the upcoming Synod in 2023.
More information and additional updates regarding the synod preparational process will be
provided through a resource page for the faithful of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon at
https://eparchy.org/synod-on-synodality-2023/.
Through the intercession of the Blessed Mother and St. Joseph, may our Lord accompany us
during this Synodal journey. With sincere best wishes and prayers, I remain
Yours in Christ,
+A. Elias Zaidan
Bishop of the Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon of Los Angeles
1021 S. 10th St., St. Louis, MO 63104 l Tel: (314) 231-1021 l Fax: (314) 231-1418

Oct 16-17, 2021

St. Elias Maronite Church

Page 9

2022 Lebanese Parliamentary Elections
On Tuesday, September 28, 2021, the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants
announced that Lebanese citizens living abroad could register to vote in the 2022 Lebanese
parliamentary elections. The date of elections and the nature of the voting process for
Lebanese living abroad has not been announced yet. However, registration for the election
will start (online or in person) on Friday, October 1, 2021, and will end on November 20,
2021. To register, eligible voters can access the following link (which is expected to be
active on Oct. 1, 2021) or contact Joey Chbeir (at 205.578.2870).
To be eligible to register and vote, individuals are expected to have the following:
1. A Lebanese passport, a Lebanese identity card, OR a civil status bulletin (Ikhraj Qaid);
AND
2. A US Permanent Residency Card (a/k/a Green Card), a US passport, a Lebanese
passport with a valid visa, a US Work Permit, OR a valid US driver’s license.
We will provide more updates as we receive them from the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Emigrants.
EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY
OF THE DIOCESE OF BIRMINGHAM
Join us for a Vocations Fair at the
Cathedral of St. Paul on November 14th
from 12:30-2:30. You will have the
opportunity to hear from various religious
orders about their rules and lifestyles. This
is all to promote good and healthy
discernment among the youth within the
Diocese of Birmingham. All are welcome to
attend. Snacks and refreshments will be
provided."
"Join us at the Cathedral of St. Paul on
November 5th for Color Me Autumn, a
young adult ballroom dance from 7-10pm.
Dinner will be provided. A dance class will
be held from 6-7pm to help all with their
skills before the event begins! Attire is
formal/semi-formal and the dance is open
to all young adults ages 18-35! BRING
YOUR OWN ALCOHOL!

St. Elias
Professional Network
Search for it on Facebook
& request to join.
It’s only open to
parishioners of St. Elias
and is a resource to
support our parishioners in
employment opportunities
and service needs.

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact
LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

To place an
ad
in the
bulletin
contact
Jimmy
Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action
For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
WEAR A
HAZMAT SUIT . . .

. . . but, we do
request you
wear a mask.

MCF
Classes
Sundays at
9:20 AM!
See you
there!

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT
JAN JOSEPH
josephjandd@aol.com

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

vwplumbingsupply.com

vwplumbingsupply.com

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
@7:00 PM
Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent
each week via email.

Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796
Carlo H. Joseph III
Executive Vice President
205.365.4796

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate
online, read the bulletin & see the current
church calendar.

