
Liturgy Schedule

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.         

Weekend Liturgy Intentions

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Intention:  Joe George & Pete Butrus (Req. by the Butrus family)

Sunday, 8:00 AM: Intention: George C. Boohaker (Req. by the George Boohaker family)

Sunday, 10:30 AM: Intention: Louis Saad (Req. by Don & Janet Stewart)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

St. Elias Maronite Church

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567

Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

Lector Schedule
September 4-5, 2021

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Phillip Wehby
Sunday, 8:00 AM:    John Henley
Sunday, 10:30 AM: John Parker

September 4-5, 2021
16th Sunday of Pentecost

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com


Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Week of September 6 – 12, 2021

Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday: Wayne Everingham (Req. by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Tuesday: For all those suffering from COVID
Wednesday, 12:00 PM: OPEN
Thursday: Louis Saad (Req. by LaVonne Williamson)
Friday: Zanie & Monseur Harris (Req. by the family) 
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Adline Elias Madi – Anniversary (Req. by the family)
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Sadie Joseph & Regina Azar (Req. by the Phipps family)
Sunday, 10:30 AM: OPEN

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
September 11-12, 2021

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Norman Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM:    Jim Mezrano
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Joe Harrison

CONTRIBUTIONS:

August 29, 2021 

General Fund: $3,251.00

To set up your Online Giving,

CLICK HERE. A link is also

available at the Saint Elias website:

www.stelias.org. Please take a

couple of minutes now and sign up

for this convenient way to give to

St. Elias and also to Lebanon

Relief. You can schedule it once

and you are done.

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick:

Josephine Wehby, Don Stewart, 
Donald Taccone, Louise Josof, 

Ghazi Abikhaled , Naomi Kassouf, 
Helen Phipps, Mike Kassouf, 

Michael Gray, Jan Joseph, 
Teresa Ragusa

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our 
parish sick unless they specifically request 

to be on the Sick List. 
Call 251-5057, ext. 2, to be on our prayer 

list.
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Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us 

in battle. Be our protection against 

the wickedness and snares of the 

devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly 

pray; And do thou, O Prince of the 

Heavenly Host, by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all evil spirits 

who wander through the world for the 

ruin of souls. Amen.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Thornton 
(Taylor Johnson)
who celebrated

The Mystery of Crowning
August 27, 2021

The Church Office 
will be closed 

Monday, 

September 6th, for Labor 
Day! Have a safe holiday and 
let’s all look forward to 
some cool autumn weather!

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and 

kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your 

Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew 

the face of the earth.

O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did 

instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the 

same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy 

his consolations.

Through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/


From Abouna Peter

Introduction to Looking at Life on a Deeper Level
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Life can be so confusing sometimes. It's full of all sorts of decisions to be 
made with a thousand unpredictable outcomes. These decisions can make us 
feel overwhelmed, especially when we are at a major crossroads in life. 
Thankfully, there are some important things that we can do to bring some 
clarity to our lives. Asking the right questions is critical.

Sometimes we spend our lives answering the unimportant questions, while 
the important questions get left behind. We know who the famous celebrities 
are, what fashions are in vogue, what movies are popular, and what's trending 
on social media. These things are not bad, but if we are asking ourselves how 
we should spend our energy, these matters should be pretty low on the 
priority list. We should spend most of our energy finding the answers to deep 
questions, and trying to believe them with all our hearts.

Let me propose four deep questions that should occupy our minds: 
1. Is there a God? 
2. Who am I? 
3. Where do I come from? 
4. What is my destiny? 

If we answer these questions well, and believe the answers with all of our 
hearts, we will find that our life starts to fall into place. Small questions about 
our life start to make more sense in light of these important answers which 
provide context. Once these questions are answered, they lead to other 
questions and other answers which continue to nourish our souls and help us 
develop into who we were meant to be.

The next four bulletin letters will seek to provide answers to these questions 
insofar as their answers can be conveyed through words. For now, the lesson 
to learn is that we should spend most of our time and energy on the deep 
matters which provide context and meaning in our life. While it's okay to 
appreciate the more trivial entertainments that this world has to offer, they 
should not sweep us away and become our main focus. We are deep creatures 
by nature. Deep creatures have to ask deep questions.



ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS, ETC.

•JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
•MYO: Bible Study, Zoom Meeting, See Below
•MYA:  Bible Study, Monday, Sep. 6, 2021, 7:00 PM in 
the First Communion Room
•SEMA:  Bible Study, Zoom Meeting, See Below
•MMSE (Men’s Group): Bible Study, Zoom Meeting,
•LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No scheduled events this 

week. 
•MCF CLASSES:  Sundays at 9:20 AM
•PASTORAL COUNCIL: No scheduled events this week.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
@7:00 PM

Via Zoom Meeting
Link will be sent each 

week via email.

COVID-19 protocols for Breakfast / MCF classes

We are excited to be able to begin our Maronite Christian Formation classes in person and that our MYO will resume cooking 

and serving breakfast weekly.  However, we are aware of the recent uptick in COVID-19 cases in our area, and are putting in 

place the following protocols with the hope of providing some reasonable protection while still being able to move forward:

• The hall and classrooms will be cleaned and sanitized weekly.

• MYO members will be wearing masks and gloves while in the kitchen cooking and serving.

• The hall will be set up with round tables with 4-6 chairs. Additional chairs may be added if necessary.  We strongly 

encourage that each table be limited to a single household.

• Hand sanitizer will be available in the hall and every classroom and Clorox wipes will be available for each student to 

sanitize his/her classroom area.  Social distancing will be implemented in each classroom as much as possible.

• Face coverings / masks will be worn by all teachers and children are strongly encouraged to wear them, but will not be 

required to do so. 

• All parents and others in the hall are strongly encouraged to wear face coverings/masks while in any church facility unless 

eating for the safety of others and yourself.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation.

Looking forward to seeing you all Sunday.

Abouna Peter will be away at the 

National MYA Conference from Friday, 

September 3
rd

through Tuesday, 

September 7
th
. Please pray for safe 

travels for all and a great conference.

Sep 4-5, 2021

The Jr. MYO started their school year off 

with a bowling party at Vestavia Bowl on 

Sunday, August 29, 2021. Everyone had a 

blast and nobody threw a gutter ball! 

What a great way to start the new year!
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Saint Elias
Ladies' Altar Society

The St. Elias Ladies Altar Society is once again 
participating in the 2021 Alzheimer's 
Association Walk to End Alzheimer's in 
Birmingham. This event will be held 
on Sunday, October 17 at Sloss Furnaces.

We are kindly asking you to consider making a 
contribution to our team as we remember our 
fellow parishioners who we have lost, their 
families, caregivers, and those who are living 
with Alzheimer's and all other dementia.

Join our team by registering (it's free to do 
so) or donate to our fundraising efforts by 
clicking on our TEAM PAGE.

You can also mail in your donation directly to 
our Team Captain, Diane Wehby, 1168 
Hardwick Lane, Homewood, AL  35209.

All checks should be made payable to the 
Alzheimer's Association.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate 
to reach out to Diane at (205) 612-2234 or 
Kimberly Stephens (205) 908-0787. If you need 
help or support, please visit the Alzheimer's 
Association's website, www.alz.org, or use 
their free 24/7 helpline at (800) 272-3900.

Current and Former 
Cedar’s Phoenician Club Members

We are currently in the process of updating our 
Military wall at the Cedar’s Club. We will have a 
dedication ceremony on November 7, 2021. If you 
or any family member have served in the military 
and are, or were at one time a member of the club, 
we would like to have your picture on the wall. You 
may email the picture to Charles Pharo 
at pharotheking@hotmail.com. To be on the wall 
before the dedication, all submissions must be 
made before September 13, 2021. Along with a jpg 
of the photo, please include name, rank, war served 
and branch of Armed Forces. If you have actual 
pictures that need to be scanned you may contact 
Charles at 205-862-5697 and he will meet and scan 
your photo for you.

Sep 4-5, 2021

2022 Parliamentary Elections In 

Lebanon

Did you know that if you are a

citizen of Lebanon, you can

vote in Lebanese elections even

if you are not in the country?

This link has everything you

need to know. Let the Christian

presence be felt in Lebanon by

taking advantage of the

privilege and obligation to

vote.
CLICK HERE

http://act.alz.org/heartofalabama
https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2021/AL-Alabama?team_id=686033&pg=team&fr_id=14278
http://www.alz.org/
mailto:pharotheking@hotmail.com
https://www.the961.com/2022-elections-lebanon-date/?ml_subscriber=1765705738807679534&ml_subscriber_hash=i5p3&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=lebanon_s_elections_explained_and_more&utm_term=2021-09-02


St. Elias 
Professional Network

Search for it on Facebook 

& request to join.  

It’s only open to 

parishioners of St. Elias 

and is a resource to 

support our parishioners in 

employment opportunities 

and service needs.

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT

JAN JOSEPH 
josephjandd@aol.com

MMSE (Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action 

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To place an 
ad

in the 
bulletin
contact
Jimmy 

Mezrano
jmezjr@me.com

To donate flowers for
the altar, contact 

LaVonne Williamson
205-936-9569

YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO 
WEAR A 
HAZMAT SUIT . . .

. . . but, we do
request you 
wear a mask.

MCF 
Classes 

Sundays at 
9:20 AM!
See you 
there!

Carlo H. Joseph III

Executive Vice President

205.365.4796

Visit our website at stelias.org to donate 
online, read the bulletin & see the current 
church calendar.

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
@7:00 PM

Via Zoom Meeting

Link will be sent 
each week via email.

https://stelias.org/

