July 3-4, 2021
7th Sunday of Pentecost

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Lector Schedule
July 3-4, 2021
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Anthony Bolus
John Bolus
Matthew Bolus

Weekend Liturgy Intentions
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Intention: Kosta Sarris & Josephine Boackle (Req. by the family)
Sunday, 8:00 AM:

Intention: Deceased of Louis A. Boohaker Family (Req. by the family)

Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Intention: Josephine & Elias Garnem (Req. by the Antwan Garnem family)

St. Elias Maronite Church
836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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Liturgy Schedule & Intentions (See page 7 for more information)
Week of July 5 - July 11, 2021
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday: Intention: Special Intention
Tuesday: Intention: For the Success of the Bible Study Program

Wednesday, 10:00 AM: Intention: Living & Deceased Members of the Ladies’ Altar Society
Thursday: Intention: Blessings upon Stephen Bolus & Mimi Portilla for their Wedding
(Req. by the family)
Friday: Intention: Joyce Mizerany – 9 Days (Req. by the family)
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Intention: Sam Boackle – Anniversary (Req. by the family)
Sunday, 8:00 AM: Intention: Rose Hawie – Anniversary (Req. by the family)
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Intention: George & Jack Aboujaoude – Anniversary (Req. by the family)

CONTRIBUTIONS:
June 27, 2021
General Fund: $2,577.50
Peter’s Pence: $252.00
To set up your Online Giving,
CLICK HERE. A link is also
available at the Saint Elias
website:
www.stelias.org.
Please take a couple of minutes
now and sign up for this
convenient way to give to St.
Elias and also to Lebanon
Relief.
You can schedule it
once and you are done.

Next Week’s Lector Schedule
July 10-11, 2021
Saturday, 5:00 PM:
Sunday, 8:00 AM:
Sunday, 10:30 AM:

Norman Bolus
John Henley
Joe Harrison

Don’t stay in
the boat when
God is asking
you to walk
on water.

"Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
protection against the wickedness and snares of the
devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do
thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God,
thrust into hell Satan and all evil spirits who wander
through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen."
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From Abouna Peter

The Fatherhood of God
During the Bible study this week, one of the discussion groups brought up
an important point concerning the Fatherhood of God. The members of this
group started talking about how God's love is unconditional and faithful.
Even though God is always willing to forgive our sins, we still feel
discouraged over them sometimes. We should never feel discouraged over
our sins because God is always willing to forgive us.
We are all prone to feeling discouraged, especially with regard to sins
that we commit over and over again, and cannot seem to overcome.
Discouragement leads us to give up. It leads us to believe that we cannot
overcome sin and that we can never really become the person God wants
us to be. Worst of all, it leads us to believe that our sins have made us
valueless.
The truth is, sin is not really a big deal in the face of a God who is so
merciful. You may say to yourself, "but Abouna doesn't know the sins that I
commit." To which I would respond, "God knows and He still died on a cross
for love of you." God can forgive sins, but when we get discouraged, we
stop going back to God and asking for forgiveness. Sin is not a big deal. Sin
can be forgiven. Discouragement is a big deal, because when we are
discouraged, we stop trying, and we stop asking God for forgiveness.
We often think of discouragement as permissible. In fact, we may like
feeling discouraged because it makes us seem pious. It makes us feel like
we know how bad our sins are. The truth is we should never allow
ourselves to feel discouraged. Even in the face of sin, we should still smile,
still have hope, and still enjoy the fact that God loves us, pursues us, and
helps us. Never get discouraged. God, your loving Father, will always
accept you so long as you keep coming back to Him.
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CORRECTION OF PICNIC RAFFLE INFORMATION

To be clear the raffle this year will be a
reverse raffle as stated in the letter you
all received last week. The actual
winners will be determined as follows:
• The last drawn ticket wins
$3,500.00;
• Second to last wins $1,000.00;
• And third from last $500.00.
The information on the ticket stub
(seen above) is in error.
Paul P. Bolus

2759 N Lipkey Rd
North Jackson, Ohio
330-538-3351
office@ourladyoflebanonshrine.com
www.ourladyoflebanonshrine.com
Bishop Elias Zaidan has declared the Assumption
Pilgrimage as special days of Thanksgiving which
carry with the celebration the perpetual plenary
indulgence granted to this Basilica and Shrine by
Pope Francis as well as all extraordinary
indulgences granted by the Holy Father.

We are happy to announce the
Banns of Marriage
for

Stephen Bolus
and

Mimi Portilla
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Search for it on Facebook and request to join.
It’s only open to parishioners of St. Elias and is a resource to
support our parishioners in employment opportunities and
service needs.
The page allows parishioners to post:
•
Job opportunities for your self-owned business or
employer job opportunities;
•
Service needs such as babysitting, lawn care and/or repair
services;
•
Services you provide that may be needed by other
parishioners.
Please join the site and support our St. Elias family.

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick:
Georgia Shalhoop, Gatha
Brand, Josephine Wehby,
Cindy Blankenship, Don
Stewart, Donald Taccone,
Louise Josof, Ghazi Abikhaled ,
Naomi Kassouf, Helen Phipps,
Mike Kassouf, Michael Gray
St. Elias WILL NOT list the
name of our parish sick unless
they specifically request to be
on the Sick List. Call 251-5057,
ext. 2, to be on our prayer list.

If you are suffering from COVID-19 or you know
someone suffering from it, please reach out to
us so we can pray for you/them. We will keep
your information private if you ask.
---Abouna Peter

Sympathy is extended to the Wehby and
Carlisle families on the death of
Diane Wehby Carlisle. A funeral
service will be held at St. Elias
Church at 10:00 AM this
Saturday, July 3rd. A burial
service will follow at Elmwood cemetery.
In lieu of flowers the family has requested that
donations be made to the Greater Birmingham
Humane Society. (www.gbhs.org)
“Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon her.”

Attention all who work with our youth!
You are required to comply with Eparchial
guidelines for Safe Environment Training.
Go to www.stelias.org for the guidelines.
Thanks for all who have already completed
the requirements!
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Father Richard’s Retirement Banquet
July 24, 2021, following the 5:00 PM Liturgy
NEW INFORMATION

Now that the COVID-19 pandemic has passed its most critical stage and
most of us are fully vaccinated, we are able to celebrate Father Richard’s
Retirement Banquet in style. We will use the entire Main Hall, which will seat
three hundred for dinner.
Tickets purchased for the January event will still be honored.
Tickets are $25 and can be purchased in two ways:
1. You can mail a check made out to St. Elias to the Church Office;
2. Go online to www.stelias.org and purchase the ticket there.

DEADLINE FOR PURCHASING TICKETS IS JULY 12 TH!
If you wish to be seated with a particular family or group, please let us know
NOT LATER THAN JULY 7TH. We will honor these requests as table
space allows.
This is an event to celebrate Father Richard’s contributions to St. Elias and
is, therefore, not open to the public. Only parishioners and invited guests
may attend.
Come and help us celebrate this wonderful man of God who gave so many
years to St. Elias and its people.
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Call to Action

This week, the House Committee on Appropriations will mark-up the Financial Services
and General Government (FSGG) and State, Foreign Operations (SFOPs) appropriations
bills which currently exclude longstanding bipartisan policies that prevent taxpayer
dollars from being spent on elective abortions. Three decades-old provisions which
were eliminated from these appropriations bills prevent taxpayer funds from being
used to pay for abortions in the District of Columbia, through foreign assistance, and
for federal employee health plans that cover abortions.
TAKE ACTION NOW
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) Committee on Pro-Life Activities and Bishop David J. Malloy, chairman of the
USCCB Committee on International Justice and Peace, issued a statement expressing
deep concerns, saying:
“The U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Appropriations should not
eliminate the long-standing, bipartisan provisions that prevent taxpayer funding
of abortions… I call on the Appropriations Committee and all members of
Congress to protect taxpayers from having to pay for the evil of abortion, and to
instead use our tax dollars for the common good and welfare of all.”
The full statement can be read here.
Over the next few weeks, the House Appropriations Committee will be voting on several
other appropriations bills, including the Labor/Health and Human Services bill that is
expected to eliminate the Hyde Amendment. Without the Hyde Amendment and Hyderelated policies, billions of taxpayer dollars could be used to pay for abortion in the
United States and throughout the world.
Don’t let our government make you pay for the taking of innocent human life.
Congress needs to hear from you: tell Congress to keep the Hyde Amendment and
Hyde-related policies in the appropriations bills, and to oppose any bill that expands
taxpayer funding of abortion.
CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS TODAY
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ST. ELIAS ORGANIZATION NEWS
•
•
•
•
•
•

JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
MYO: No scheduled events this week.
MYA: No scheduled events this week.
SEMA: No scheduled events this week.
MMSE (Men’s Group): No scheduled events this week.
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: Liturgy @10:00 AM on July 7, followed by a
SPECIAL MEETING.
• MCF CLASSES: No Classes until September:
• Vacation Bible School: July 19-23, 2021 (See page 8)
• NOTE: T-shirt sizes must be turned in by July 11th.
• PASTORAL COUNCIL: No scheduled events this week.

Join Abouna Peter and your fellow parishioners at a new Bible Study
Group each Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM in the St. Elias Hall,
Classrooms A & B. The group is open to all St. Elias parishioners. If the
turnout is good, the group may be broken out into smaller groups (Jr.
MYO, MYO, MYA, SEMA, etc.) to help people learn in a smaller
setting. See you there!
The Ladies’ Altar Society will have a special meeting in
Classrooms A&B after the liturgy on Wednesday, July 7th.
All members are encouraged to attend.
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St. Elias Vacation Bible School
Monday, July 19 – Friday, July 23, 2021
Dear Parents,
We are so excited to be able to serve your families with St. Elias VBS this year!
We missed you all last summer! It’s going to be a great week! Please let us know if
you are able to volunteer or if you know anyone who may be interested in helping out
this year!
Please feel free to share the registration form with friends and family and
know that all children are welcome to join in the fun as we learn about Jesus through
the “Treasured: Discovering You’re Priceless to God” program. We will offer classes to
the following:
*Remember, this is the grade that they just completed*
3K, 4K, K, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th. Helpers will be from grades 7th, 8th,
9th, and 10th. Teachers will be from grades 11th, 12th, college-age and adults.
We are still looking for volunteers – please contact Beverly Kimes if you are
willing and able to help!

Important things to note:
•
•
•
•

$20 per child; $40 per family if more than two children;
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. every day;
Friday: Liturgy at 10 a.m. and lunch at 11 a.m. for all families;
Two ways to confirm your child’s registration:
1. Enclose your check in the collection basket at liturgy or turn it in to the
church office. (Click here to print the form);
2. Click here to fill out form online.

You may pay by writing a check to St. Elias or go to www.stelias.org and click on the “Donate”
button to pay online. If you’re paying for more than two children, input 2 at the online
prompt and you will be charged $40.

IMPORTANT: WE NEED YOUR T-SHIRT SIZES NO LATER THAN JULY 11TH !!
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Too Sick for Liturgy?
SUPPORT OUR PARISH NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE.

Babysitters
Wanted/Needed
Call Rosa-Marie
205.251.5057

LET US
PLACE YOUR
AD HERE

To donate
flowers for
the altar,
Contact LaVonne
Williamson
lavonne.w@att.net
LET US
PLACE YOUR AD
HERE

No
MCF Classes
Until
September
Check out
Vacation Bible
School!

V&W SUPPLY COMPANY

BIRMINGHAM LOCATION
3320 2nd Ave. S.
Birmingham, AL 35222
Phone: 205.324.9521
PELHAM LOCATION
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124
Phone: 205.663.1336
TUSCALOOSA LOCATION
711 21ST Avenue
Tuscaloosa, AL 35403
Phone: 205.758.8621

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To place an ad
In the bulletin
Contact
Jimmy Mezrano
jimmy.mezrano@cadencebank.com.

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT
JAN JOSEPH
@josephjandd@aol.com

Check out the
St. Elias
Professional
Network page on
Facebook!

TRUSSVILLE LOCATION
Old Highway 11
Trussville, AL 35173
Phone: 205-655-0001

Carlo H. Joseph
205-365-4796
cjoseph@vwsupply.com

YOUR
AD
COULD
BE
HERE!

