
Liturgy Schedule

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.         

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

Weekend Liturgy Intentions and Lector Schedule

Saturday, April 24, 2021, 5:00 PM: 
Intention:  Abie & Juliet Milton (Req. by the Milton family)

Lector:  Phillip Wehby

Sunday, April 25, 2021, 8:00 AM:
Intention: George Ghanem-40 Days (Req. by Theresa Garnem & family)

Lector:  Joe Wehby
, 

Sunday, April 25, 2021, 10:30 AM: 
Intention: Juliette Wehby Redman & Samuel Wehby (Req. by Theresa Wehby & family)

Lector:  Sidney Wehby

St. Elias Maronite Church

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567

Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

April 24-25, 2021
Fourth Sunday of the Resurrection

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
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This Week’s Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday, April 26, 2021 - Intention: Matty (Sister of Susie Jander) (Req. by the Antwan Garnem family)

Tuesday, April 27, 2021 - Intention: Special Intention

Wednesday, April 28, 2021, NOON  - Intention:  Deceased Members of the Bahakel Family (Req. by Izas & Renee Bahakel)

Thursday, April 29, 2021 - Intention: Annie Kassouf – Anniversary (Req. by the family)

Friday, April 30, 2021 - Intention: Charlotte Zarzaur (Req. by Jenny Stephens)

Saturday, May 1, 2021, 5:00 PM - Intention: Herbert S. Wehby (Req. by the Wehby family)

Sunday, May 2, 2021, 8:00 AM - Intention:  Charlotte Zarzaur (Req. by Norman Bolus)

Sunday, May 2, 2021, 10:30 AM - Intention: Special Intention

Lector Schedule
May 1-2, 2021

Saturday, 5:00 PM: Danny Bostany
Sunday, 8:00 AM::    Mark Numnum
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Joe Harrison

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick:

Georgia Shalhoop 
Gatha Brand 

Josephine Wehby 
Cindy Blankenship 

Don Stewart
Donald Taccone 

Louise Josof
Ghazi Abikhaled 
Naomi Kassouf
Helen Phipps

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our 
parish sick unless they specifically 

request to be on the Sick List. Call 251-
5057, ext. 2, to be on our prayer list.

If you are suffering from COVID-19 or if you 
know someone suffering from it, please 
reach out to us so we can pray for 
you/them.  We will keep your information 
private if you ask.

---Abouna Peter

Sympathy is extended to Jacque Shaia and her 
family  on the death of her Mother, 
Mrs. Sarah (Sally) Hudson Scott, 
who died on April 14, 2021.  
“Eternal rest grant unto her, O 
Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon her.”

CONTRIBUTIONS:

April 18, 2021 General Fund: $5,182.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE.

A link is also available at the Saint Elias

website: www.stelias.org. Please take a

couple of minutes now and sign up for this

convenient way to give to St. Elias and also to

Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once

and you are done.

LENTEN APPEAL: $16,000.00

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/


From Abouna Peter

Cancel Culture
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I am grateful to our bishop who recently gave a talk about cancel culture to the 

national MYA. He recognized the importance of talking about this and how Christian 

or un-Christian it may be. Much of that discussion revolves around what exactly it 

means to cancel someone or something.

On the one hand to "cancel" can mean nothing more than to boycott. If a product or 

cause seems to be serving an unjust purpose, it has long been a custom both inside 

and outside of the Church to stop buying from or supporting the cause. The Church 

will talk about this in terms of participation. For example, if a company is supporting a 

serious injustice, and we intentionally buy from that company, even if we could easily 

buy from somewhere else, then we are in some way “participating” in the injustice it 

commits. That's why the Church does support boycotting in a certain sense, if it is not 

gravely inconvenient and the cause is just.

On the other hand, cancellation can sometimes refer to something much more 

serious: condemnation. When cancellation happens not to an object or a cause, but 

to a person, there is a serious problem. We have seen lives, careers, and reputations 

get wrecked by particular sins that society has deemed unforgiveable. As Christians, 

we always need to leave room for God's mercy, no matter how serious a sin may 

seem. It is God's job to justly condemn, not ours.

Consider that even if there is some room in society for a very particular type of 

cancellation, we should never fall into having a cancel culture. Culture defines who 

we are as a community and a society. To base our culture off of something negative 

like cancellation is a step back for American society. Our culture should always be 

defined by positive things such as art, leisure, and faith--things which are meant to 

cause people to flourish, not to cause their demise.

The final verdict on cancellation: It can sometimes be justifiable in the form of 

boycotting. It is never justifiable as condemnation. Even if we have to do it 

sometimes, we should not consider it a part of our culture.



ORGANIZATIONS

• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.

• MYO: No scheduled events this week.

• MYA: No scheduled events this week.

• SEMA: No scheduled events this week.

• MMSE (Men’s Group): No scheduled events this 

week.

• LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No scheduled events 

this week

• MCF CLASSES: Sundays at 9:15 AM. In classroom

• PASTORAL COUNCIL: No scheduled events this 

week.
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Joseph Everett Ghossein
Son of 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ghossein
April 18, 2021

& Chrismation

SPONSORING A FAMILY IN LEBANON

The Eparchy has asked that St. Elias 

sponsor 19 families who are in dire

need in Lebanon. 

TO SPONSOR A FAMILY

1. (Click here for a partial list of 

families in need.)

2. You can make payments as follows:

a. Online through 

www.caritaslebanon.org;

b. Send a check to Caritas Lebanon, 

931 Lebanon Dr.,      St. Louis, MO 

63104;

c. Send a check to St. Elias with 

“Lebanon Family” in the memo.

d. Donate online through St. Elias by 

going to www.stelias.org and 

clicking on the “Donate” button. 

From there you can click on 

“Sponsor Lebanon Family.”

3. Note that you must be willing to 

contribute to the family for the 

rest of the year.

The flowers on the altar this weekend 
were donated by 

Paul & Wanda Elkourie 
in memory of 

Rudolph Garrett’s birthday

ALTAR SERVERS

An Altar Server Training
Session will be held on 
May 1, 2021 at 10:00 AM 
in the Church. 

To be an altar server, you must
have received your First 

Communion (or will receive it this year).  If you 
meet the requirement and are interested in 
serving, please attend the training session.  For 
those who have previous experience, the training 
session will serve as a good refresher, plus give 
everyone a chance to get to know each other.

Any altar servers who have previous experience 

are welcome to come and serve on the altar this 

weekend.

Advance Notice
Ladies’ Altar Society

will have lunch at Fish Market 
downtown immediately following 

the 10:00 AM Liturgy on 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UqAY4PqDWPLMnr4AS80SJDDgoDaB7-75/view?usp=sharing
http://www.caritaslebanon.org/
http://www.stelias.org/
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
If you are a member of NAM and would like to apply for a 

scholarship through NAM, the following links will take you to 

all the documents you will need.

• To access the entire application, use this link: 

APPLICATION

• To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a 

member of the National Apostolate of Maronites. If you do 

not know your NAM ID number, please email 

NAM@namnews.org to ask for your NAM ID. Graduating 

high school seniors receive one year of complimentary 

NAM membership. You may already be automatically 

enrolled

• All applicants must submit:

• A 2" x 2" headshot. 

• The Pastor’s Recommendation Form completed by 

their pastor. 

• A Letter of Recommendation from a high school 

teacher, college professor, instructor or academic 

advisor, as applicable. 

• All applicants for the John A. Solomon Memorial MYO 

Scholarship must submit a letter of recommendation from 

one MYO advisor. 

• All applicants who are high school seniors, and whose 

College Entrance Exam Board scores (ACT/SAT) are not 

included on their official transcript, must submit a copy of 

their College Entrance Exam Board scores. 

• Deadline for submission is May 28, 2021.

• See application for further instructions on all of the 

elements listed here.

• To apply for a Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK) 

Scholarship to study abroad, CLICK HERE.

• To apply for a University of Notre Dame-NAM (NDU-NAM) 

Scholarship,  CLICK HERE.

We are pleased to announce that we 

have signed a contract on a house to 

serve as the new rectory for 

$412,500. This was approved by our 

Bishop, the Finance Committee, 

Pastoral Council, and the 

Foundation Committee. The down-

payment will be paid through the 

Foundation and the monthly 

mortgage will be paid from the 

church’s account for operating 

expenses as reflected in the 

church’s council-approved budget.

This is the first step in the plan to 

increase sacristy space and 

renovate the current rectory to 

provide for expanded office space.

You can see the details of the house 

at this link:

1149 14th St. So.

https://namnews.org/?Scholarships1
mailto:NAM@namnews.org
https://www.usek.edu.lb/en/home
https://www.ndu.edu.lb/about-ndu/international-relations/national-apostolate-of-maronites-(nam)
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/1149-14th-St-S-Birmingham-AL-35205/989727_zpid/


July 19 - July 23

Mark your calendars!
More info to come.
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Ave Maria University

Eastern Catholic Brilliant Jewel

$28,000 Scholarship

• Ave Maria University is offering a generous $28,000 

scholarship exclusively for Eastern Catholic 

students!

• This is a life-changing opportunity for young men 

and women to study at an authentically Catholic 

university endorsed by The Newman Guide!

• It’s not too late to receive this scholarship for the fall 

2021 semester!

• Ave Maria University is a dynamic liberal arts 
university offering 31 majors and 28 minors.

Tom Monaghan, founder and chancellor of the 

university has long admired Eastern Catholic Churches 

and their deep traditions. Emanating from this profound 

respect, the university is offering generous scholar-

ships for Eastern Catholic students to study at Ave 

Maria University.

Link to information: link.avemaria.edu/eastern-catholic

BABYSITTERS
AVAILABLE

There are three very good 
babysitters on our list, if you 

are in need of some help. They 
are all St. Elias parishioners and 

very trustworthy. Call Rosa-
Marie in the Church Office if you 

need someone to watch your 
children so you can run an 

errand or just take a break!

Silent Auction

Please donate items for the silent auction to be 

held during the Food Festival. We need things 

such as:

• Plane tickets;

• Concert tickets;

• Sports memorabilia;

• Beach/mountain/lake condos;

• Restaurants;

• Tools; 

Contact Kimberly Stephens (205-908-0787,

kimberlye.stephens@gmail.com)  or

Anthony Bolus (205-901-4856,

anthony@fms-pharmacy.com) on what you 

may have to donate.

https://www.frontrush.com/FR_Web_App/Message/MessageTracking.aspx?code=MTI2Mzc5Mzk7NzA3MzEzMDtDOzk4MTEwO0w=-tAj2UwdlG50=&redir=http://link.avemaria.edu/eastern-catholic
mailto:kimberlye.stephens@gmail.com
mailto:anthony@fms-pharmacy.com
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Thank you for those that came this past Saturday as we helped to make about 3,500 

grape leaves! The wheels are starting to turn and looking to keep things rolling at full 

steam ahead for this Saturday, April 24th with our second cooking session to finish 

off the grape leaves in the Church Hall.

Come and bring your families AND your favorite masks – all are welcome, no 

experience is necessary. We will start at 9AM and last until we finish. All workers who 

come and participate will be treated with a free meal. COVID-19 Precautions will be in 

place - see below for more details.

COVID-19 Precautions for Cooking Sessions

➢ Anyone feeling sick or displaying active cold symptoms will be kindly asked to stay 

home

➢We will require everyone to wear a mask at all times even if vaccinated - masks will 

be available for those that forget to bring one

➢ Hand washing before and after touching food/ your face will be encouraged and 

plenty of hand sanitizer will be available

➢ Individual tables will be separated out in the whole hall for everyone to be spaced 

out

➢We will provide gloves and hair nets for all that come as well; hair coverings are 

required for those working with food (bring your favorite hat if the hair net look 

isn't for you!)

IMPORTANT UPCOMING COOKING DATES

✓ April 24th - Grape Leaves Day 2

✓ May 1st - Spinach Pies Day 1

✓ May 8th - Spinach Pies Day 2

✓ May 29th - Make up session if needed

✓ June 5th - Set up for Festival

✓ June 7 -10 - Festival Work Days

✓ June 11 - 12 --- Drive Thru and Take Out Festival Dates

UPDATED MENU with NEW Items this year coming soon to your inbox!

Feel free to contact me with any questions/ concerns. Look forward to seeing 

everyone soon!

Anthony J. Bolus, PharmD, RPh

205-901-4856 | mobile

anthony@fms-pharmacy.com

23rd Annual Food Festival
June 11-12, 2021

tel:205-901-4856
mailto:anthony@fms-pharmacy.com


TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT

JAN JOSEPH 
@josephjandd@aol.com

It’s not just for old ladies anymore!

MCF Classes
9:15 AM

Every Sunday
Come learn 
about your 
Maronite 

Catholic Faith

To donate
flowers for
the altar,

Contact LaVonne 
Williamson

lavonne.w@att.net

MMSE 
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To place an ad
In the bulletin

Contact
Jimmy Mezrano

jimmy.mezrano@cadencebank.com.

LET US
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE

Babysitters
Wanted/Needed
Call Rosa-Marie 
205.251.5057

Too Sick for Liturgy?
SUPPORT OUR PARISH NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE.

Carlo H. Joseph

205-365-4796

cjoseph@vwsupply.com

BIRMINGHAM LOCATION

3320 2
nd

Ave. S.

Birmingham, AL 35222

Phone: 205.324.9521

PELHAM LOCATION

221 Industrial Park Dr.

Pelham, AL 35124

Phone: 205.663.1336

TUSCALOOSA LOCATION

711 21
ST

Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL 35403

Phone:  205.758.8621

TRUSSVILLE LOCATION

Old Highway 11

Trussville, AL 35173

Phone: 205-655-0001

V&W  SUPPLY COMPANYLET US
PLACE YOUR AD 

HERE

23rd Annual Food Festival
June 11-12, 2021


