April 17-18, 2021
Third Sunday of the Resurrection

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Weekend Liturgy Intentions and Lector Schedule
Saturday, April 17, 2021, 5:00 PM:
Intention: Layla Ghossain Ara of Lebanon - 40-Days (Req. by John Bolus)
Lector: Anthony Bolus
Sunday, April 18, 2021, 8:00 AM:
Intention: Suzan Marinelli (Req. by the Marinelli family)
Lector: Jim Mezrano
,
Sunday, April 18, 2021, 10:30 AM:
Intention: Joseph A. Boohaker – Anniversary (Req. by Paulette Boohaker & family)
Lector: Matthew Bolus
St. Elias Maronite Church
836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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This Week’s Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday, April 19, 2021 - Intention: Charlotte Zarzaur (Req. by Mr. & Mrs. R. Ferguson)
Tuesday, April 20, 2021 - Intention: Regina Azar (Req. by Joe & Lil Harrison & sons)
Wednesday, April 21, 2021, NOON - Intention: Cy N. Bahakel (Req. by Izas & Renee Bahakel)
Thursday, April 22, 2021 - Intention: Fouad & George Bakhache (Req. by Renee Bahakel)
Friday, April 23, 2021 - Intention: Rose Marie Gagliano – Anniversary (Req. by the family)
Saturday, April 24, 2021, 5:00 PM - Intention: Abie & Juliet Milton (Req. by the Milton family)
Sunday, April 25, 2021, 8:00 AM - Intention: George Ghanem-40 Days (Req. by
Theresa Garnem & family)
Sunday, April 25, 2021, 10:30 AM - Intention: Juliette Wehby Redman & Samuel Wehby (Req. by
Theresa Wehby & family)
CONTRIBUTIONS:
April 11, 2021 General Fund: $4,189.00
LENTEN APPEAL: $14,580.00 (91% of Goal)
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once
and you are done.

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND
THE USCCB SUBCOMMITTEES

Catholic Home Missions
Did you know that 40% of dioceses and
eparchies in the United States and its
territories are mission territory?
Help strengthen the Church at Home by
supporting essential pastoral programs in
financially challenged dioceses and
eparchies in the United States through the
annual Catholic Home Missions Appeal.

Lector Schedule
April 24-25, 2021
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Phillip Wehby
Sunday, 8:00 AM:: Joe Wehby
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Sidney Wehby
We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick:
Georgia Shalhoop
Gatha Brand
Josephine Wehby
Cindy Blankenship
Don Stewart
Donald Taccone
Louise Josof
Ghazi Abikhaled
Naomi Kassouf
Helen Phipps
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our
parish sick unless they specifically
request to be on the Sick List. Call 2515057, ext. 2, to be on our prayer list.
If you are suffering from COVID-19 or if you
know someone suffering from it, please
reach out to us so we can pray for
you/them. We will keep your information
private if you ask.
---Abouna Peter
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From Abouna Peter

Sometimes the most dangerous vices are the ones that we think are virtues. Vices are
always destructive because they hurt us and those around us. The danger behind these
crypto-vices is that we think of them as good qualities, so we don't just allow them to
persist, we may actually be intentionally fostering them.
I believe the most common crypto-vice is false humility. We've all had that moment
when someone compliments us on something that we know we did well. Our first
reaction may be to diminish the compliment or deny it altogether with a comment like,
"Oh it wasn't that good." We may even try to use our faith to take attention off of
our success by saying, "It was God, not me." Some people do this because they don't like
being the center of attention. Others do it because they truly think it is virtuous to deny
their gifts. The truth is, the more we do this, the more we will start to believe that we
are not gifted, even when we really are.
In seminary I had the opportunity to minister to a few youths who were suffering from
depression. Years of thought over my experiences has helped me to realize something
they all had in common. One girl was depressed because she thought she wasn't pretty.
Another young man was anxious because of test-taking anxiety. Still another thought he
was not in good physical shape. These youths were so sad over their perceived failures,
it was driving them to depression. Here's what caught my attention though: the girl who
thought she was not beautiful, was certainly more beautiful than most. The boy who
struggled with anxiety over school was actually an excellent student. The last boy who
thought he was not in good physical shape, was far healthier than most. These youths
were not really lacking in the areas they thought they were. They were just failing to
acknowledge their own gifts, and their misperceived self-image was driving them to
depression.
True humility is nothing but honesty. We become humble when we see ourselves as we
actually are. That includes seeing both our strengths and our failures. In fact, it may be
more humbling to stand before others and say, "Yeah, I did a great job," because it is so
uncommon to see that. The truth is, God gets glory when we acknowledge the gifts He
gives us. When we deny our gifts, we do Him a disservice by denying the goodness of His
creation.
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ORGANIZATIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
MYO: No scheduled events this week.
MYA: No scheduled events this week.
SEMA: Zoom Meeting, April 18, 6:30 PM to
complete discussion of “I Heard God Laugh”
MMSE (Men’s Group): No scheduled events this
week.
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No scheduled events
this week
MCF CLASSES: Sundays at 9:15 AM. In classroom
PASTORAL COUNCIL: No scheduled events this
week.

& Chrismation

Jacob Michael Stephens
Son of
Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Stephens
April 11, 2021
SPONSORING A FAMILY IN
LEBANON
The Eparchy has asked that St. Elias
sponsor 19 families who are in dire
need in Lebanon.

CALL TO ACTION
The Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act (H.R. 619) has again
been introduced in Congress to protect babies from infanticide.
But efforts to bring the bill to a vote in the House are being blocked. Your
action is needed to urge your Representative to sign a discharge petition
that would allow this vote to occur.
TAKE ACTION NOW
Some states have passed laws to expand abortion and to repeal laws
providing specific protections for babies born alive after surviving an
attempted abortion. The Born-Alive Act would provide these specific
protections nationwide to help prevent newborns from being killed or left
alone to die.
We must continue to push Congress to pass the Born-Alive Act, so babies
born alive following an abortion attempt are treated the same as any
other newborn baby. PLEASE ACT TODAY!!!
Click here for more information.

Thanks to the Boohaker
family who donated
flowers for the altar this
weekend in memory of
Joseph A. Boohaker

TO SPONSOR A FAMILY
1. (Click here for a partial list of
families in need.)
2. You can make payments as
follows:
a. Online through
www.caritaslebanon.org;
b. Send a check to Caritas
Lebanon, 931 Lebanon Dr.,
St. Louis, MO 63104;
c. Send a check to St. Elias with
“Lebanon Family” in the
memo.
d. Donate online through St.
Elias by going to
www.stelias.org and clicking
on the “Donate” button. From
there you can click on
“Sponsor Lebanon Family.”
3. Note that you must be willing
to contribute to the family for
the rest of the year.

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Young
(Anna Beth Boehme)
who celebrated
The Mystery of Crowning
April 10, 2021
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EASTER LILIES
This weekend (April 17-18) we are giving you the
opportunity to take the lilies home with you to
plant in your own garden as a beautiful reminder
of Easter. We will dispose of any not taken.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
If you are a member of NAM and would like to apply for a scholarship through NAM, the
following links will take you to all the documents you will need.
•

To access the entire application, use this link: APPLICATION

•

To be eligible for a scholarship, an applicant must be a member of the National
Apostolate of Maronites. If you do not know your NAM ID number, please email
NAM@namnews.org to ask for your NAM ID. Graduating high school seniors receive
one year of complimentary NAM membership. You may already be automatically
enrolled.

•

All applicants must submit:
•
•
•

A 2" x 2" headshot.
The Pastor’s Recommendation Form completed by their pastor.
A Letter of Recommendation from a high school teacher, college professor,
instructor or academic advisor, as applicable.

•

All applicants for the John A. Solomon Memorial MYO Scholarship must submit a letter
of recommendation from one MYO advisor.

•

All applicants who are high school seniors, and whose College Entrance Exam Board
scores (ACT/SAT) are not included on their official transcript, must submit a copy of
their College Entrance Exam Board scores.

•

Deadline for submission is May 28, 2021.

•

See application for further instructions on all of the elements listed here.

•

To apply for a Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK) Scholarship to study abroad, CLICK
HERE.

•
•

To apply for a University of Notre Dame-NAM (NDU-NAM) Scholarship,
CLICK HERE.
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23rd ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL
It is time, time to get back to cooking in a safe and fun way as we start to prepare for
our 23rd Annual St. Elias Lebanese Food and Cultural Festival starting this Saturday,
April 17th with our first cooking session of grape leaves in the Church Hall. Come
and bring your families AND your favorite masks – all are welcome, no experience
is necessary. We will start at 9AM and last until we finish. All workers who come and
participate will be treated with a free meal. COVID-19 Precautions will be in place see below for more details.
COVID-19 Precautions for Cooking Sessions
• Anyone feeling sick or displaying active cold symptoms will be kindly asked to
stay home
• We will require everyone to wear a mask at all times even if vaccinated - masks
will be available for those that forget to bring one
• Hand washing before and after touching food/your face will be encouraged
and plenty of hand sanitizer will be available
• Individual tables will be separated out in the whole hall for everyone to be
spaced out
• We will provide gloves and hair nets for all that come as well; hair coverings
are required for those working with food (bring your favorite hat if the hair net
look isn't for you!)
IMPORTANT UPCOMING COOKING DATES
✓ April 24th - Grape Leaves Day 2
✓ May 1st - Spinach Pies Day 1
✓ May 8th - Spinach Pies Day 2
✓ May 29th - Make up session if needed
✓ June 5th - Set up for Festival
✓ June 7 -10 - Festival Work Days
✓ June 11 - 12 --- Drive Thru and Take Out Festival Dates
Feel free to contact me with any questions/ concerns.
Look forward to seeing everyone soon!
Anthony J. Bolus
205-901-4856 | mobile
anthony@fms-pharmacy.com
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St. Elias Maronite Church
Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes
Meeting Date: April 12, 2021
•

The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was $277,280.63.
Monthly contributions are slightly up and normal operating expenses remain consistent.

Income
Expense
Net

Mar-21
$60,444
($25,764)
$34,680

Feb-21
$27,144
($32,513)
($5,369)

YTD 2021
$127,336
($106,256)
$21,080

▪

The Parish Survey had 109 participants. Results of the survey may be accessed by clicking here: Ten Year
Plan Survey Results. Thank you to all who participated. The results of the survey were reviewed and
discussed by Pastoral Council and the Planning Committee. The Pastoral Council also reviewed the
comments.

▪

June Family Nights will be held on the first, third, fourth and fifth Wednesdays in June. The first Family
Night will be a welcome back to the church night. The second Wednesday in June will likely be a Festival
preparation session since that is the week of the Festival.

▪

Bible study program is being planned to start June 23rd and 30th during the third and fourth Family
Nights this summer and then continuing weekly.

▪

The following repairs and installs have been completed and or considered:
o Church copper gutters have been repaired to stop active leaks, cross lighting replacement has
been completed, interior door in church has been repaired to stay open without using a doorstop
and additional landscaping was performed for Holy Week
o The Council is exploring potential replacement of church hall interior glass doors.
o Bids are being gathered for some roof maintenance to repair the hallway leak in the new
classroom wing.
o Bids are being gathered replacing the original roof over the hallway between the new classrooms
and main hall which is the original roof.

▪

Eparchy Lenten appeal is at 91% of our goal.

▪

The church sound system is still being reviewed for quality with potential multiple speaker system or
replacement of front speakers being considered.

▪

Covid mask restriction remains in place for all Liturgies and church events. One side of the church is no
longer marked off with every other pew to allow for more in-person participation.

Continued on Page 8
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Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes, Meeting Date: April 12, 2021
Continued
▪

MYO breakfast will resume in the fall 2021 class year.

▪

Steven Mezrano will be assisting with altar server training. For more information and to participate, please
contact:
▪
Malek Barroody at lasermb2004@yahoo.com; or
▪
Steven Mezrano at smezrano@gmail.com.

▪

Maronite Adults (SEMA – Saint Elias Maronite Adults) Members 36 years plus and any MYA member
wishing to participate please contact Jackie Seeman (jackie@semaanrealty.com). The next meeting is
4/18/21 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom to complete discussion on the book by Matthew Kelly, “I Heard God
Laugh”.

▪

St. Elias Men’s Groups - Please contact Maron Boohaker (mjboohakermph@gmail.com) for participation.
The next event will be 4/15/21 at 6 p.m. with continuation of the video viewing of The Pivotal Players of
the Catholic Church by Bishop Barron.

▪

The Ladies Altar Society is doing a membership drive. Please contact Jan Joseph at josephjandd@aol.com
to join.

▪

Sub-Committee heads for the 10-year planning committee have been established:
o Welcome Back Committee - Beverly Kimes
o Evangelization Committee - Leah Bostany
o Maintenance / Roof Committee - Matthew Tobia
o Multi-Purpose Facility Committee - Norman Bolus
o Rectory Redesign Committee - Joe Aboujaoude

Too Sick for Liturgy?
SUPPORT OUR PARISH NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE.

Babysitters
Wanted/Needed
Call Rosa-Marie
205.251.5057

LET US
PLACE YOUR
AD HERE

NEEDED:
3 OR 4 OFFICE CHAIRS
FOR CHURCH OFFICE
If you can donate, please contact
Rosa-Marie in the Church Office.
LET US
PLACE YOUR AD
HERE

MCF Classes
9:15 AM
Every Sunday
Come learn
about your
Maronite
Catholic Faith

V&W SUPPLY COMPANY

BIRMINGHAM LOCATION
3320 2nd Ave. S.
Birmingham, AL 35222
Phone: 205.324.9521
PELHAM LOCATION
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124
Phone: 205.663.1336
TUSCALOOSA LOCATION
711 21ST Avenue
Tuscaloosa, AL 35403
Phone: 205.758.8621

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To place an ad
In the bulletin
Contact
Jimmy Mezrano
jimmy.mezrano@cadencebank.com.

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT
JAN JOSEPH
@josephjandd@aol.com
It’s not just for old ladies anymore!

TRUSSVILLE LOCATION
Old Highway 11
Trussville, AL 35173
Phone: 205-655-0001

Carlo H. Joseph
205-365-4796
cjoseph@vwsupply.com

To donate
flowers for
the altar,
Contact LaVonne
Williamson
lavonne.w@att.net

