April 10-11, 2021
Second Sunday of the Resurrection
New Sunday
Divine Mercy Sunday

Liturgy Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON (unless otherwise noted)
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Weekend Liturgy Intentions and Lector Schedule
Saturday, April 10, 2021, 5:00 PM:
Intention: Janice Adams – Anniversary (Req. by Bubba Adams & family)
Lector: Norman Bolus
Sunday, April 11, 2021, MIDNIGHT:
Intention: John & Rajah Shaia (Req. by the Butrus family)
Lector: Beverly Kimes
,
Sunday, April 11, 2021, 10:30 AM:
Intention: Regina Azar – 40 Days (Req. by the family)
Lector: Joe Harrison
St. Elias Maronite Church
836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL 35205-4567
Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057
Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org
Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org
Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org
Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.
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This Week’s Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.
Monday, April 12, 2021 - Intention: Ben Zarzaur (Req. by Mr. & Mrs. R. Ferguson)
Tuesday, April 13, 2021 - Intention: Steve & Cheryl Shader (Req. by the Bahakel family)
Wednesday, April 14, 2021, NOON - Intention: Beshara Waked
Thursday, April 15, 2021 - Intention: Emily Faddoul
Friday, April 16, 2021 - Intention: Shawn Regan (Req. by Michael Gray)

Saturday, April 17, 2021, 5:00 PM - Intention: Layla Ghossain Ara of Lebanon - 40-Days (Req. by John Bolus)
Sunday, April 18, 2021, 8:00 AM - Intention: Suzan Marinelli (Req. by the Marinelli family)
Sunday, April 18, 2021, 10:30 AM - Intention: Joseph A. Boohaker – Anniversary (Req. by the Boohaker family)
CONTRIBUTIONS:
April 4, 2021 General Fund: $10,767.06
LENTEN APPEAL: $12,680.00 (79% of Goal)
To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once
and you are done.

SPONSORING A FAMILY IN LEBANON
The Eparchy has asked that St. Elias sponsor 19
families who are in dire need in Lebanon.
1.
2.

3.

TO SPONSOR A FAMILY
(Click here for a partial list of families in
need.)
You can make payments as follows:
a. Online through www.caritaslebanon.org;
b. Send a check to Caritas Lebanon, 931
Lebanon Dr.,
St. Louis, MO 63104;
c. Send a check to St. Elias with “Lebanon
Family” in the memo.
d. Donate online through St. Elias by going
to www.stelias.org and clicking on the
“Donate” button. From there you can
click on “Sponsor Lebanon Family.”
Note that you must be willing to contribute
to the family for the rest of the year.

Lector Schedule
April 17-18, 2021
Saturday, 5:00 PM: Anthony Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM:: Jim Mezrano
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Matthew Bolus
We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick:
Georgia Shalhoop
Gatha Brand
Josephine Wehby
Cindy Blankenship
Don Stewart
Donald Taccone
Louise Josof
Ghazi Abikhaled
Naomi Kassouf
Helen Phipps
St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our
parish sick unless they specifically
request to be on the Sick List. Call 2515057, ext. 2, to be on our prayer list.
If you are suffering from COVID-19 or if you
know someone suffering from it, please
reach out to us so we can pray for
you/them. We will keep your information
private if you ask.
---Abouna Peter

April 10-11, 2021

St. Elias Maronite Church

Page 3

From Abouna Peter

How to Fall more deeply in love with Jesus
Of all of the people we read about in the Gospels, few people have as deep a love
for Jesus as Mary Magdalene has. She was one of the first women to come and visit
the tomb of Jesus to anoint His body. Most people had abandoned Jesus and no
longer wanted to be associated with Him. Mary still loves him, even after He is dead,
and wants to make sure He is given a proper anointing.
Jesus rewards Mary’s love and loyalty by appearing to her first. When He does, Mary
falls to the floor and holds on to Jesus’ feet, causing Jesus to say, “Do not hold on to
me.” (John 20:17). This further reveals to us how much Mary Magdalene loves her
Lord. She weeps when He dies, and embraces Him when He rises.
Can we learn to love Jesus as much as she did? Only if we come to understand why
she loves Him as much as she does. Mary Magdalene is a woman who committed
great sins and suffered a great deal as a result of those sins. At one point in her life,
she was tormented by seven demons. It was Jesus who forgave her and set her free
from the misery that was caused by her sin, and from that day forward, she was a
faithful disciple of Jesus.
We learn that there were two factors in Mary’s life which helped her to fall in love
with Jesus. First, the encounter with sin. Mary had a very deep and painful
encounter with sin. She knew firsthand how bad and painful sin was because she
suffered so much from it. Sometimes we fail to see sin as destructive. We may
acknowledge our sins, and may even confess them, but somewhere in our minds we
still think but was my sin really that bad? Mary knew her sins were bad, and she
desperately wanted to be freed from them.
The second factor is to receive forgiveness from Jesus. She hated her sins and the
suffering that they caused, and she knew that Jesus was the one who set her free
from them. That’s why His forgiveness led to such a deep love. She knew that He
had done a favor for her that no one else in the world could do. Every moment she
enjoyed her newfound freedom from sin deepened her love for the one who gave
her that freedom. In Mary Magdalene we see the truth behind Jesus’ words,
“Therefore I tell you, because her many sins have been forgiven, she has loved
much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” (Luke 7:47).
Therefore, the way we come to love Jesus as much as Mary Magdalene is through
these two steps: becoming aware of how destructive our sins are, and receiving the
forgiveness that Jesus wants to freely give us.
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Our beautiful banner donated by
the Maalouf family

Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87301320880

SOCIAL DISTANCING MODIFICATION
You will notice this weekend that one side of the church will
no longer be marked off with every other pew.
• For those who are not concerned about social distancing due
to the fact that you have been vaccinated or otherwise, feel
free to sit on this side of the church.
• For those of you who still want to practice social distancing,
please sit on the side where every other pew is marked off.
• We will continue to encourage mask wearing for the safety
and consideration of all.
Thanks so much for your cooperation. It is much appreciated.
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ORGANIZATIONS

EASTER LILIES
Thank you for placing lilies on the altar for
Easter in honor/memory of your lovedones. The sheer number of lilies spoke to
the hearts of the people of St. Elias. Plus,
they made the church that much more
beautiful. Next weekend (April 17-18) we
are giving you the opportunity to take the
lilies home with you to plant in your own
garden as a beautiful reminder of Easter.
We will dispose of any not taken.

• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYA: Thurs. April 15th, 7:00 PM CDT, National
MYA Event with Bishop Zaidan, Zoom
meeting: “Cancel Culture: To Cancel or
Forgive,” See page 4 for Zoom info.
• SEMA: No scheduled events this week.
• MMSE (Men’s Group): Thurs. April 15th, 6:00
PM in Classroom, Pillars of the Church,
“Catherine of Sienna”
• LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No scheduled
events this week
• MCF CLASSES: Sundays at 9:15 AM. In
classroom
• PASTORAL COUNCIL: Monday, April 12th at
5:15 PM in the church hall.

Call to Action

The Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act (H.R. 619) has again been introduced in Congress
to protect babies from infanticide.
But efforts to bring the bill to a vote in the House are being blocked. Your action is needed to urge
your Representative to sign a discharge petition that would allow this vote to occur.
TAKE ACTION NOW
Some states have passed laws to expand abortion and to repeal laws providing specific
protections for babies born alive after surviving an attempted abortion. The Born-Alive Act would
provide these specific protections nationwide to help prevent newborns from being killed or left alone
to die.
We must continue to push Congress to pass the Born-Alive Act, so babies born alive following an
abortion attempt are treated the same as any other newborn baby. PLEASE ACT TODAY!!!

Click here for more information.

NEEDED:
3 OR 4 OFFICE CHAIRS
FOR CHURCH OFFICE
If you can donate, please contact
Rosa-Marie in the Church Office.
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23rd ANNUAL FOOD FESTIVAL
I'm pleased to let you all know that we have received the green light to move
forward with our plan for this year's 23rd St. Elias Food Festival as a Drive
Thru/Take Out Festival!!
Essentially this will be just like the festival we had last year with the silent
auction online. As we open back up food festival cooking sessions and up to
the festival itself, we will be enforcing all volunteers to follow our
approved COVID-19 Policy and Procedures from last year as required by our
local department of public health to ensure your safety and the safety of the
public. I'll be sending more updates as we get closer but wanted to go ahead
and get the word out on cooking sessions and menu.
COOKING SESSION SCHEDULE
Attached and below you will find the new cooking sessions dates that will be
located in the church hall:
• Saturday, 4/17/21 - Grape Leaves
• Saturday, 4/24/21 - Grape Leaves
• Saturday, 5/01/21 - Spinach Pies
• Saturday, 5/08/21 - Spinach Pies
• Saturday, 5/29/21 - TBD Make-Up if needed
• Saturday, 6/05/21 - Festival Set Up
• Mon-Thurs, 6/7 - 6/10 Work Days
• Friday and Saturday - June 11 & 12th - Festival
MENU
Our menu this year will have new items we did not have last year but
ultimately staying with 3 main plate options:
• Deluxe Kibbee Plate --- with Grape Leaves this year (no spinach pie)
• Chicken Plate
• Spinach Pie Plate
Feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions on anything.
Let's get it started!
Anthony Bolus

Too Sick for Liturgy?
SUPPORT OUR PARISH NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE.

Babysitters
Wanted/Needed
Call Rosa-Marie
205.251.5057

This space is
open and
waiting for
your ad!

HE
IS
RISEN

LET US
PLACE YOUR AD
HERE

MCF Classes
9:15 AM
Every Sunday
Come learn
about your
Maronite
Catholic Faith

V&W SUPPLY COMPANY

BIRMINGHAM LOCATION
3320 2nd Ave. S.
Birmingham, AL 35222
Phone: 205.324.9521
Mon-Fri 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
PELHAM LOCATION
221 Industrial Park Dr.
Pelham, AL 35124
Phone: 205.663.1336
Mon-Fri 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
vwplumbingsupply.com

MMSE
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To place an ad
In the bulletin
Contact
Jimmy Mezrano
jimmy.mezrano@cadencebank.com.

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT
JAN JOSEPH
@josephjandd@aol.com
It’s not just for old ladies anymore!

TUSCALOOSA LOCATION
711 21ST Avenue
Tuscaloosa, AL 35403
Phone: 205.758.8621
Mon-Fri 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Carlo H. Joseph
205-365-4796
cjoseph@vwsupply.com

To donate
flowers for
the altar,
Contact LaVonne
Williamson
lavonne.w@att.net

