
Liturgy Schedule

Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 8:00 am
Wed: 12:00 NOON
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.         

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.

March 20-21, 2021

The Healing of the Blind Man

Weekend Liturgy Intentions and Lector Schedule

Saturday, March 20, 2021, 5:00 PM: 
Intention: Tofe & Helen Bolus Anniversary (Req. by the Bolus family)
Lector:  Paul Bolus

Sunday, March 21, 2021, 8:00 AM:
Intention: Helen Nasser (Req. by Janice Toner, Elaine & Omra Kassouf)
Lector:  Beverly Kimes

, 
Sunday, March 21, 2021, 10:30 AM: 
Intention: Deacon Sam Wehby & Matthew Wehby (Req. by Theresa  Wehby & family)
Lector:  Matthew Bolus

St. Elias Maronite Church

836 8thStreet South Birmingham AL  35205-4567

Rectory/Office (205) 251-5057

Web Address: www.stelias.org Email: info@stelias.org

Reverend Peter Zogbi, Administrator, Cell: (503) 726-9945, abounapeter@stelias.org

Rosa-Marie Sacco, Office Manager, Cell: (205) 903-8700, rosamarie@stelias.org

Reverend Dr. Mark Ferris, Deacon  - Reverend Mr. James Wehby, Deacon

Chorbishop Richard D. Saad, Pastor Emeritus, (205) 915-7215, chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com

http://www.stelias.org/
mailto:info@stelias.org
mailto:rosamarie@stelias.org
mailto:chorbishoprichardsaad@gmail.com
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This Week’s Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday, March 22, 2021
Intention: Sadie Joseph (Req. by Gerry & Beverly Kimes)

Tuesday, March 23, 2021
Intention: Charlie Stephens (Req. by Janice Toner and Elaine & Omra Kassouf)

Wednesday, March 24, 2021, NOON
Intention:  June Gray (Req. by Michael Gray)

Thursday, March 25, 2021
Intention:  Bedora Butrus (Req. by Selema Rookis)

Friday, March 26 2021
Intention: Tofe Bolus – Anniversary (Req. by Paul & Theresa Bolus)

Saturday, March 27, 2021, 5:00 PM
Intention: Janice Stewart-Anniversary and Mike & Pennies Boackle  (Req. by the family)

Sunday, March 28, 2021, 8:00 AM
Intention:  Rose & Anis Ghossain (Req. by Alfred & Joan Boohaker & family)

Sunday, March 28, 2021, 10:30 AM
Intention: Sadie Joseph (Req. by BHHSNJ Properties Ownership Team (Bill, Chris, Nancy & Steve))

Lector Schedule – March 27-28
Saturday,  5:00 PM:    Danny Bostany
Sunday, 8:00 AM:     Jim Mezrano
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Sidney Wehby

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick:

Georgia Shalhoop 
Gatha Brand 

Josephine Wehby 
Cindy Blankenship 

Don Stewart
Donald Taccone 

Louise Josof
Ghazi Abikhaled 
Naomi Kassouf
Helen Phipps

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name 
of our parish sick unless they 

specifically request to be on the 
Sick List. Call 251-5057, ext. 2, 

to be on our prayer list.

If you are suffering from COVID-19 or if you 
know someone suffering from it, please reach 
out to us so we can pray for you/them.  We 
will keep your information private if you ask.

---Abouna Peter

George Ghanem
Uncle of the Garnem Family
who recently died in Lebanon

Eternal rest grant unto him, O 
Lord, and may perpetual light 

shine upon him.



A Lesson From Abouna Peter

March 20-21, 2021 St. Elias Maronite Church Page 3

English, Arabic…and Syriac

(Abouna is on a Lenten Retreat this week, se we are re-printing this important lesson.)
The moment I discerned becoming a priest, I began to fantasize about how nice it would be to

pray the liturgy with certain parts in Syriac. To my surprise, when I began using some Syriac in the liturgy, I 

was confronted with an unexpected question: “Why did you add more Arabic to the liturgy?” For this 

reason, I would like to point out something that is very important for understanding Maronite tradition: 

Syriac and Arabic are different.

If you have the chance to open The book of Offering (or look at one of the PDF’s we’ve been

sending out), take a look at the right-side pages. That’s where the non-English translation of the liturgy is. 

Most of what you see is a script that has small letters with vertical lines and lots of curves. That’s Arabic. 

Less often (most notably for the words of institution) you see a script with letters that are a little bit bolder. 

This text has fewer vertical lines, more slanted lines, and more sharp edges. This text is Syriac.

You’ll notice that the book treats these two languages differently. For the Arabic, it is enough

that there is an English translation on the facing page. When it comes to the Syriac though, the Church 

leaders who put this book together went through extra trouble to put phonetics in the book. In other 

words, wherever there is Syriac on the right side of the book, the pronunciation of the Syriac is listed on the 

left side in English letters. Why does the Syriac receive this special treatment? It is because the significance 

of the Syriac is different from the significance of the Arabic and the English. The English and the Arabic are 

there so that the liturgy can be prayed and understood by any congregation, weather it is English-speaking, 

or Arabic speaking, or a mixture. The Syriac is there not because it is understandable (the vast majority of 

Arabic-speakers do not understand Syriac), but because it is an important part of our Church’s heritage. 

That’s why the authors of this book went through the trouble of making sure that even people who do not 

understand Syriac can have the benefit of being able to pronounce the responses in Syriac.

Syriac is part of who we are as a church. In fact, some scholars refer to our church as the “Syro-

Maronite Church” to emphasize that we belong to the Syriac-speaking family of Christian Churches. The 

Maronite Church received its tradition from fathers like St. Ephrem and Jacob of Sarug who wrote 

exclusively in the Syriac language. Within that Syriac-speaking milieu a unique Christian tradition developed 

that did not develop anywhere else in the world, a tradition that is poetic, musical, and mysterious. Since 

the contributions of Syriac Christianity are unique to the Syriac Churches, it is clear that the Holy Spirit has 

chosen us to be the stewards of these traditions so that the rest of the world can benefit from them. From 

this responsibility comes an obligation to be aware of, and to respect our Syriac heritage.

That being said, know that I do not plan on saying every part in Syriac for the rest of my ministry. As a newly 

ordained priest, I am still reveling in the fact that I can offer the liturgy, Syriac and all, but at some point, I 

will let up and revert back to English now and then. Before I do though, I would like to challenge you to 

learn the phonetic responses to the Syriac, regardless of what your native language is. Take a look at the 

text, even outside of the context of the liturgy and practice saying the congregation parts. Look at the 

translation so that you can have the meaning in mind when you say those words. In doing so, you will 

engage the liturgy in a new way, and dive a little bit deeper into the Maronite identity.



Easter Egg Hunt

2:00 PM-4:00 PM
Saturday, April 3, 2021

Following are the Eparchy’s guidelines for Lent:

• Ash Monday and Good Friday are days of abstinence for all Catholics over the age of 14. On those 2 days, 

fast as well as abstinence is also obligatory for those from the ages of 18-59.

• Abstinence means abstinence from meat and meat products. 

• Fast means no food from midnight-noon except plain water.

• All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat. Fasting from midnight – noon daily is optional.

• On the Fridays of Lent, we will have Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm.
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Fish Fry on Good Friday 

Beginning at 5:00 PM

ST. ELIAS TEN YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN

To continue to receive feedback and 

input about the Ten Year Plan rolled 

out at the parish meeting, we are 

asking all parishioners young and old 

to individually fill out a short survey to 

help us prioritize the Plan and engage 

interest in certain projects.

Please try to complete the survey in the 

next week or by Friday, March 26
th

.

The survey may be taken by clicking on 

this link:

https://forms.gle/UhJeq1PhaptDZEbN9

Thanks so much for your time and 

input.

Tell your Senators to oppose the Equality Act!

Everyone deserves to be treated with respect and 

dignity. The Equality Act, which has now passed 

the U.S. House of Representatives and is being 

actively considered in the Senate, in many ways 

does the opposite and needs to be opposed. 

Instead of respecting differences in beliefs about 

marriage and sexuality, the Equality Act would 

discriminate against people of faith. The Equality 

Act would: punish faith-based organizations, such 

as charities and schools who serve everyone in 

their communities, simply because of their 

beliefs; force girls and women to compete against 

boys and men for limited opportunities in sports, 

and to share locker rooms and shower spaces 

with biological males who identify as women; risk 

mandating taxpayers to fund abortions; force 

people in everyday life, and especially health care 

workers, to support gender transition; and 

expand what the government considers a “public” 

place, forcing even some parish halls to host 

functions that conflict with Catholic beliefs.

Call to Action

TAKE ACTION

https://forms.gle/UhJeq1PhaptDZEbN9
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/43IiHwJcv5qU4Y3IrkTnTA
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/80967/Respond


ORGANIZATIONS

• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.

• MYO & MYA: Both organizations will join for 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 7:00 PM 

on Monday, March 22nd, followed by the 

opportunity to go to confession, if you wish.

• Parents of MYO members are encouraged to 

stay for these events, also.

• SEMA: No scheduled events this week.

• MMSE (Men’s Group): No scheduled events 

this week.

• LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY: No scheduled events this 

week. 

• MCF CLASSES: Meet at 9:15 every Sunday. 

• PASTORAL COUNCIL: No scheduled events this 

week.

The Year of St. Joseph

12/08/20 – 12/08/21
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TO REGISTER FOR THE EVENT
CLICK HERE.

CONTRIBUTIONS:

March 14, 2021 General Fund: $4,075.00

LENTEN APPEAL: $7,785.00 (49% OF GOAL)

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is

also available at the Saint Elias website:

www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now

and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias

and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once

and you are done.

SPONSORING A FAMILY IN LEBANON

The Eparchy has asked that St. Elias sponsor 19 

families who are in dire need in Lebanon. 

TO SPONSOR A FAMILY

1. (Click here for a partial list of families in 

need.)

2. You can make payments as follows:

a. Online through www.caritaslebanon.org;

b. Send a check to Caritas Lebanon, 931 

Lebanon Dr.,      St. Louis, MO 63104;

c. Send a check to St. Elias with “Lebanon 

Family” in the memo.

d. Donate online through St. Elias by going 

to www.stelias.org and clicking on the 

“Donate” button. From there you can 

click on “Sponsor Lebanon Family.”

3. Note that you must be willing to contribute 

to the family for the rest of the year.

$7785.00 
(49%)
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$4,000.00

$6,000.00
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2021 EPARCHIAL LENTEN APPEAL

49%

https://eparchy.org/virtual-meeting-with-patriarch-rai/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXE0cA5WWq2uzv28uXL2OpEiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQsyQCdexttw0e0FoPu_auto=&ver=3
http://www.stelias.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UqAY4PqDWPLMnr4AS80SJDDgoDaB7-75/view?usp=sharing
http://www.caritaslebanon.org/
http://www.stelias.org/


St. Elias Maronite Church
Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes

The Pastoral Council meeting was held on March 8, 2021

• The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was $242,258.61.
Monthly contributions and normal operating expenses remain consistent.

▪ The parish council approved repairs to the church gutters as there is an active leak caused by seams in
the copper gutters. The council recommended the church contract with Blair Contracting for an
estimated cost of $10,000 to fix the gutters. Finance Committee and Bishop to approve as is required
for all expenditures of $10,000 or more.

▪ The parish council approved a survey to go out to the church about the 10-year plan.

▪ Abouna Peter appointed Beverly Kimes to head the Welcome Back Committee for the Parish as part of
the 10 year plan. Leah Bostany is researching Evangelization programs and Jimmy Mezrano is working
on the employment networking.

▪ The parish council appointed John Bolus to the Foundation for a one-year term.

▪ The parish council elected officers for 2021.
o Paul Bolus - Chair
o Abe Boackle – Vice-Chair
o Jimmy Mezrano - Secretary

▪ The parish council approved the following events:
o Children’s Easter Egg Hunt – Sat Apr 3, 2021 at 2 p.m.
o Annual Fish Fry – April 2, 2021 at 5 p.m.
o MCF Breakfast to resume the first weekend after Easter pending Bishop Elias approval.
o Altar servers to return to Liturgy after Easter pending Bishop Elias approval.

▪ Qurbono books and hymnals will be returned to the pews; electronic option will remain in place.

▪ SEMA – (Saint Elias Maronite Adults) SEMA will meet via Zoom 3/12/21 to continue discussion on the
book by Matthew Kelly, “I Heard God Laugh”. Members 36 years plus and any MYA member wishing to
participate please contact Jackie Semaan (jackie@semaanrealty.com).

▪ St. Elias Men’s Groups - The next event will be 3/18/21 at 6pm, continuation of the video viewing of The
Pivotal Players of the Catholic Church by Bishop Barron. Please contact Maron Boohaker
(mjboohakermph@gmail.com) for participation.

▪ The Ladies Altar Society is sponsoring a Caritas Lebanon Family for 2021 and planning to purchase new
vestments and new Altar cloths.

Feb 2021 Jan 2021 YTD 2021

Income $27,144 $39,748 $66,892 

Expense ($32,513) ($48,011) ($80, 524)

Net ($5,369) ($8,263) ($13,632)
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EASTER LILIES

I would like a lily placed on the altar at Easter,

Lilies are $10 each and can be purchased by sending a check to the 
Church Office, Attn: Rosa-Marie or by contacting LaVonne Williamson 
@205-936-9569. Please order by March 26, 2021 so we have time to 
purchase and place them on the altar.

(Church mailing address: 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, AL 35205)

In honor of:

In memory of:

Purchased by:
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TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT

JAN JOSEPH 
@josephjandd@aol.com

It’s not just for old ladies anymore!

MCF Classes
9:15 AM

Every Sunday
Come learn 
about your 
Maronite 

Catholic Faith

To donate
flowers for
the altar,

Contact LaVonne 
Williamson

lavonne.w@att.net

Have an idea to 
boost church 
membership? 
Let us know! 
We want to 

grow!

MMSE 
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)

Men of Prayer and Action For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker, mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To place an ad
In the bulletin

Contact
Jimmy Mezrano

jimmy.mezrano@cadencebank.com.

LET US
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE

Babysitters
Wanted/Needed

Let Rosa-Marie know!
205-251-5057 ext. 2

Too Sick for Liturgy?
SUPPORT OUR PARISH NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE.

Carlo H. Joseph

205-365-4796
cjoseph@vwsupply.com

BIRMINGHAM LOCATION

3320 2nd Ave. S.

Birmingham, AL 35222

Phone: 205.324.9521

Mon-Fri 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

PELHAM LOCATION

221 Industrial Park Dr.

Pelham, AL 35124

Phone: 205.663.1336

Mon-Fri 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

vwplumbingsupply.com

TUSCALOOSA LOCATION

711 21ST Avenue

Tuscaloosa, AL 35403

Phone:  205.758.8621

Mon-Fri 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

VW GALLERIE



TO DOWNLOAD THIS WEEK’S BULLETIN, 
SCAN THIS USING YOUR PHONE.

The Healing of the Blind Man

March 20-21, 2021

Scan the code and check your downloads on your phone.

Bulletin is also available on email and on
the St. Elias website (stelias.org)


