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Liturgy Schedule

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am

Daily 8:00 am Holy Days 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Liturgy Intentions and Lector Schedules

Saturday, February 13, 2021, 5:00 pm: Lector: Norman Bolus
Intention: John R. Kammerer (Req. by the Butrus Family)

Sunday, February 14, 2021, 8:00 am: Lector:  Beverly Kimes
Intention: S.G. & Badia Shaia (Req. by the Shaia Family)

, 2010:30 am: Lector:  Matthew Bolus
Intention: Hikel Boohaker (Req. By Clara Boohaker & Family)

Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday, February 15, 2021, 8:00 AM with Ashes: For the sick and suffering in the Parish
Monday, February 15, 2021, 6:00 PM with Ashes: For the sick and suffering in the Parish
Tuesday, February 16, 2021: Sadie Joseph (Req. by Paul & Theresa Bolus)
Wednesday, February 17, 2021: Sleiman Maalouf (Req. by Sam Maalouf & Family)
Thursday, February 18, 2021: Gibran & Lina Zogbi Wedding Anniversary (Req. by their son)
Friday, February 19, 2021: Margaret & Nick Graffeo, Sr. (Req. by the Graffeo Family)
Saturday, February 20, 2021, 5:00 PM: Louis, Billie and Margaret Shaia (Req. by the Butrus Family)
Sunday, February 21, 2021, 8:00 AM: Charlotte Zarzaur – 9 Day (Req. by The Family)

Jacob & Ida Butrus (Req. by the Butrus Family)
Sunday, February 21, 2021, 10:30 AM: Joseph E. Garnem & Takla Aboujaoude  (Req. By Antoine &

Zmorrod Garnem)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.



From the Desk of Abouna Peter
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Lent is our opportunity to deepen our relationship with God. Don’t miss 
out! The Holy Spirit has beautiful blessings prepared for us this Lent. Let’s make 
sure that we take the time to prepare so that we will be receptive to them.

Every Lent, it is customary to think of a sacrifice that we can do to humble 
ourselves and open ourselves up to God’s grace. Rather than just choosing a 
random sacrifice, it’s good to put some thought into how you want to grow 
during Lent. Take a moment to reflect on who you are. What areas in your life do 
you want to improve? What sins do you want to overcome? What anxieties or 
insecurities do you want to address? How would you like to more deeply root 
your life in God?

Once you have an idea of how you would like to improve your life, choose 
sacrifices and practices that you can do to address that theme. A sacrifice is 
important and irreplaceable. When we allow ourselves to suffer a little bit, we 
force ourselves to rely on God as our source of strength. Once His grace touches 
our hearts, we receive the power to transform into the person we truly want to 
become. However, it’s also good to add a positive practice to our Lent. In other 
words, we shouldn’t just focus on not doing bad. We should focus also 
on doing something good. Therefore, we should consider what good habits we 
can commit to this Lent in order to reinforce our transformation. These can be 
anything from focusing on a specific virtue, reading Scripture more, adding 
prayer devotions, acts of charity and the like.

Once we have made our Lenten commitments, let us adhere to them with a 
firm resolve. However, even more important than keeping up with our Lenten 
commitments perfectly, is never getting discouraged. If you fail to keep up with 
your Lenten devotions, don’t hesitate to get back up and keep trying. Jesus fell at 
least three times when he was carrying the cross. This was to show us that it is 
okay for us to fail, as long as we get up and keep trying with all of our strength.

Are you ready for Lent?



Monday, February 15, 2021 is
ASH MONDAY

Schedule:
8:00 AM Liturgy with distribution of ashes
12:00 Noon Drive-thru distribution of ashes
6:00 PM Liturgy with distribution of ashes

ASH MONDAY is a day of fast and abstinence.

Nothing will transform your life so completely, 
absolutely, and forever like really learning how to pray. 
That’s why this year’s BEST LENT EVER journeys through 
Matthew Kelly’s latest book, I Heard God Laugh: A 
Practical Guide to Life’s Essential Daily Habit

Beginning on Ash Wednesday and continuing through 
all forty days of Lent, you will receive a daily email with 
a short video to help you reconnect with yourself and 
your God.  If you choose to throw yourself into this 
experience, we promise you that you will be surprised 
by what God can do in your life with just an email, a 
short video and an open heart. So this year, don’t just 
sign up for BEST LENT EVER, have your best lent ever!

Feed Your Soul with Prayer this Lent!
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/lent/best-lent-ever.html
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Following are the Eparchy’s guidelines for Lent:
• Ash Monday and Good Friday are days of 

abstinence for all Catholics over the age of 
14. On those 2 days, fast as well as 
abstinence is also obligatory for those from 
the ages of 18-59.

• Abstinence means abstinence from 
meat and meat products. 

• Fast means no food from midnight-
noon except plain water.

• All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence 
from meat. Fasting from midnight – noon 
daily is optional.

• On the Fridays of Lent, we will have Stations 
of the Cross at 7:00pm.

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults) will be feeding their 
souls with prayer this Lent by following the above 
program. If you would like a copy of I Heard God Laugh, 
you can get one in the vestibule after liturgies or from 
Rosa-Marie in the church office (M-F, 9-5). If you would 
like to join SEMA, contact Jackie Semaan 
(Jackie@semaanrealty.com). For more information, 
contact Diane Wehby (205.612.2234). All are welcome!

SEMA (St. Elias Maronite Adults) will be feeding their 
souls with prayer this Lent by following the above 
program. If you would like a copy of I Heard God Laugh, 
you can get one in the vestibule after liturgies or from 
Rosa-Marie in the church office (M-F, 9-5). If you would 
like to join SEMA, contact Jackie Semaan 
(Jackie@semaanrealty.com). For more information, 
contact Diane Wehby (205.612.2234). All are welcome!

"Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be 
our protection against the wickedness and snares of 
the devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the 
power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of 
souls. Amen."

Wednesday Lenten Nights of Reflection

Ramsho service will begin at 7:00 PM 
followed by a reflection on different ways 
to pray. Join us in church or from home via 
live-stream on the following dates:

• February 17
• February 24
• March 3
• March 10



ORGANIZATIONS

• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYA: Weekly Bible Study,7:30pm Wednesdays
• SEMA: Lenten books in vestibule & church office.
• MMSE (Men’s Group): See note below
• Ladies’ Altar Society: No scheduled events 

this week. 
• MCF Classes: Meet at 9:15 every Sunday. 
• Pastoral Council: No scheduled events this 

week.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
February 7, 2021: $4,540.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once
and you are done.

Lector Schedule – February 20-21
Saturday,  5:00 PM:    Anthony Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM:     Joe Wehby
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Sidney Wehby

The Year of St. Joseph
12/08/20 – 12/08/21
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Job Opportunity

Carlo Joseph at V&W Supply is looking for a 
showroom administrative assistant to work full time 
Monday through Friday from 8 to 5 and on Saturdays 
as necessary. Experience in interior design with a high 
school diploma required and a college degree a 
plus. For more information and a full job description 
contact Carlo Joseph at cjoseph@vwsupply.com.

Charlotte Zarzaur
who died on February 4, 2021
Eternal rest grant unto her, 

O Lord,   and may perpetual 
light shine upon her.

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia Shalhoop, 
Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby, Cindy Blankenship, 
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone, Louise Josof, and 
Ghazi Abikhaled.

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick 
unless it is specifically requested to be on the Sick 
List. Call 251-5057, ext. 2, to be on our prayer list.

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia Shalhoop, 
Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby, Cindy Blankenship, 
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone, Louise Josof, and 
Ghazi Abikhaled.

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick 
unless it is specifically requested to be on the Sick 
List. Call 251-5057, ext. 2, to be on our prayer list.

If you are suffering from the Corona Virus or if you 
know someone suffering from it, please reach out to 
us so we can pray for you. We will keep your 
information private if you ask.

---Abouna Peter

To register for the COVID-19 Vaccine, 
Click Here and fill out the Jefferson County, Alabama 
Vaccination Self-Registration Form.

MMSE will begin a series presented by Bishop Robert 
Barron entitled: "Catholicism; The Pivotal Players.“
This is a film series about six figures in history who 
helped shape the life of the Church and changed the 
course of civilization. The series includes: 

1. St. Francis of Assisi
2. Blessed John Henry Newman
3. G.K. Chesterton
4. St. Thomas Acquinas
5. St. Catherine of Sienna
6. Michelangelo

Our first film will be “St. Francis of Assisi, the 
Reformer,” followed by a discussion. The program 
begins Thursday (Feb. 18) at 6:30 p.m. in the parish 
hall. Masks and social distancing will be enforced. 

We look forward to seeing you on Thursday.
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Find Out Why Student Families Love OLS School!
Open Enrollment is going on now at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic School (OLS)! Don’t miss this opportunity to 
find out how you can empower your child’s future with an affordable Catholic education! Visit our website at 
olsschool.com to learn about our accredited school, and discover why our student families love our faith-
enriched community of learning and service. 
Applications are available online now. If your child was placed on a waiting list from last year, you must re-apply 
for the 2021-2022 school year. Please call our school office if you need additional information (205) 879-3237or 
would like a personal tour. Also, don’t forget to check us out on Instagram and Facebook! 
We are growing our children in knowledge & faith…Experience the Difference!

St. Maron’s Feast Day Award Winners
Faith of the Mountain:  Queenie Samaha
Silver Massabki Award:  Rami & Jacqueline Semaan
Parishioner of the Year: Maron Boohaker
Parishioner of the Year: Phillip Wehby

Annual Parish Meeting
This year’s annual meeting will be on February 21st at 5:00 p.m. by Zoom. You may attend by clicking on this 
link on Sunday at 5:00:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86937016685?pwd=N1p0V1lQLytHOVpESEhoZjgxeVByQT09. 

Or call in using the following number: 1-312-626-6799, Meeting ID: 869 3701 6685, Passcode: 851116

The link and phone number will also be sent out by email on Sunday the 21st a couple of hours before the 
meeting as a reminder. There will not be any elections as all seats on the Council were filled for a three year 
term last year. All committee reports will be given and Abouna Peter will plan to showcase the draft 10 year 
plan that the Planning Committee and Council have approved. Please plan to attend.

Because it will be very difficult and disruptive to allow anyone to speak during the presentations we will 
attempt to keep everyone muted during the meeting except for the person presenting. Please submit 
questions before, during and after the meeting to the email: questions@stelias.org. Questions in advance 
are encouraged and will take priority. We will answer as many of the questions as we can during the 
meeting but will continue to answer questions after the meeting as well by email. We will also allow 
questions at the very end verbally to the extent we have time.

Congratulations
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To place an ad
In the bulletin

Contact
Jimmy Mezrano

jimmy.mezrano@cadencebank.com.

LET US
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT

JAN JOSEPH @josephjandd@aol.com

MMSE 
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker

mjboohakermph@gmail.com

To donate
flowers for
the altar,

Contact LaVonne 
Williamson

lavonne.w@att.net

MCF Classes
9:15 AM

Every Sunday
Come learn about 

your Maronite 
Catholic Faith

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS
BIRMINGHAM

3320 2ND AVE. S.
205.324.9521

TUSCALOOSA
712 20TH AVE.

205.758.8621
PELHAM

221 INDUSTRIAL PKWY.
205.663.1336

TRUSSVILLE
1271 GADSDEN HWY.

205.655.0001

www.vwsupply.com

Carlo H. Joseph
205-365-4796

cjoseph@vwsupply.com


