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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 8:00 am

Wednesday: 12:00 Noon 
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Liturgy Intentions and Lector Schedules

Saturday, February 27, 2021, 5:00 pm: Lector: Phillip Wehby
Intention: Charles Boackle (Req. by the family)

Sunday, February 28, 2021, 8:00 am: Lector:  Jim Mezrano
Intention: Sadie Joseph (Req. by Norman & Lisa Bolus)

, 2010:30 am: Lector:  Joe Harrison
Intention: Salim & Maheba Wehby Family (Req. by the Wehby family)

Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday, March 1, 2021: George Boohaker (Req. by Janice Toner, Elaine Kassouf & 
Omra Kassouf)

Tuesday, March 2, 2021: Fouad Bakhache - Beirut - 40-Days (Req. by Renee Bahakel)
Wednesday, March 3, 2021, 10:00 AM: George Stephen (Req. by Jenny Stephens)

Members of the Ladies’ Altar Society Living & Deceased
Thursday, March 4, 2021: Regina Azar - 9 Day  (Req. by the family)
Friday, March 5, 2021: Nick Graffeo, Jr. (Req. by the Graffeo family)
Saturday, March 6, 2021, 5:00 PM: Charles Boackle (Req. by the Boackle family)
Sunday, March 7, 2021, 8:00 AM: Joseph L. Boohaker (Req. by Janice Toner, Elaine Kassouf &

Omra Kassouf)
Sunday, March 7, 2021, 10:30 AM: Khalil Ghossein-1st Anniversary (Req. by the Family)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.



From the Desk of Abouna Peter
What do we call it? 

(Part 2)

February 27-28, 2021 St. Elias Maronite Church Page 2

Last week’s letter talked about how every Church has it’s own word for the
liturgy. This is because every Church has a different language associated with it. For
example, in the Roman Church, Latin was the traditional language so they use a Latin
word Mass. The Byzantine Church spoke Greek so they use Divine Liturgy which is a
term derived from Greek. In the Syriac-speaking Churches (the Maronite Church
included) the term that was traditionally used is the Syriac word Quorbono. This word
means “offering.” In fact, if you look at the spine of our liturgy books, you will notice
that the title is Book of Offering. What is the significance of this term?

The sacrifice which is offered in the liturgy is an offering, or gift, that we give to
God the Father. Originally, we were separated from God. One of the biggest factors
separating us from God was sin. Sin distorts us and makes us strangers to God. It
makes us like debtors who are afraid to be in their master’s presence for fear that He
will hold them accountable. Unfortunately, we had no way of paying back this debt.
What would we use? In the Old Testament, they offered animals, but all of the animals
belong to God anyway, so what use is giving God what already belongs to Him? The
Old Testament itself saw this as a problem. Psalm 50 says, “I have no need of a bull
from your stall or of goats from your pens, for every animal of the forest is mine, and
the cattle on a thousand hills.” Even if we could give these animals to God, what good
is an animal to a God who does not eat? The problem was we had no gift to give to
God that could really make Him happy.

That is not a problem anymore thankfully. Jesus came to earth and gave us
Himself through His loving sacrifice. When we come to celebrate the Quorbono, we are
offering Jesus back to the Father as a perfect gift. Nothing could satisfy God more than
His only beloved Son. Offering Jesus is so much better than offering animals! When the
Father receives Jesus as our offering, He cannot resist us. He is so enamored by His
gift he will forgive any sin, no matter what, just to be close to us. Ultimately, God
loved us with a perfect love, by sending His Son to us, so that we could offer Him right
back as a gift on our behalf. That is why the liturgy is a Quorbono, an offering.

As Maronites what word should we use to talk about the liturgy? Sometimes
being careful about which words we use can seem like a useless and trivial task. The
truth is, it is very important. Our tradition is tied to the words that we use. If we do
not preserve our tradition, no one else will. I recommend to people to use either the
word Quorbono or the term liturgy which is a generic term that is used across all
traditions. I know it's hard to break the habit, but it is worth training ourselves not to
use terms from other traditions because our words remind us of who we are as
Maronites.
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My Dear Father Peter,

Greetings and Peace!

I am writing to ask for your help to find sponsorship for the attached families in great need in Lebanon. To 
find help, you can do the following:

•Find a family to sponsor a family in Lebanon
•Find two or more families to sponsor a family in Lebanon
•The Church could also help sponsor a family.

There are different tiers of help for each family and those willing to help would need to maintain their 
commitment for the remainder of the year 2021.

The Eparchy has already committed to sponsoring 250 families. Even though these times are difficult for 
everyone, I hope that you will be able to assist with this important endeavor.

With my sincere appreciation and prayers, I remain

Yours in Christ,

--
Bishop A. Elias Zaidan
Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon

TO SPONSOR A FAMILY
1. Choose a family from the list assigned to St. Elias by the 

Eparchy (click here);
2. Notify Abouna Peter or Rosa-Marie of the family you have 

chosen;
3. You can make payments through St. Elias using your on-line 

account, or you can send a check to the office. Please note on 
your check that it is for Sponsorship of a Family in Lebanon.



February 27-28, 2021 St. Elias Maronite Church Page 4

Following are the Eparchy’s guidelines for Lent:
• Ash Monday and Good Friday are days of abstinence 

for all Catholics over the age of 14. On those 2 
days, fast as well as abstinence is also obligatory for 
those from the ages of 18-59.

• Abstinence means abstinence from meat and 
meat products. 

• Fast means no food from midnight-noon 
except plain water.

• All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat. 
Fasting from midnight – noon daily is optional.

• On the Fridays of Lent, we will have Stations of the 
Cross at 7:00pm.

"Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us 
in battle. Be our 
protection against the 
wickedness and snares 
of the devil; May God 
rebuke him, we 
humbly pray; And do 
thou, O Prince of the 
Heavenly Host, by the 
power of God, thrust 
into hell Satan and all 
evil spirits who wander 
through the world for 
the ruin of souls. 
Amen."

Wednesday Ramsho
Lenten Nights of Reflection

Ramsho service will begin at 7:00 PM 
followed by a reflection on different ways to 
pray. Join us in church or from home via live-
stream on the following dates:

• March 3
• March 10

Easter Lily

Please see the form on page 6 with 
instructions on how to donate a lily 
in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one. These flowers will be placed on 
the altar for Easter.  Last day to 
place orders is March 26, 2021.

NATIONAL APOSTOLATE OF MARONITES

Spiritual Lenten Retreat
Saturday – March 20, 2021

Basilica and National Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon, North Jackson, OH

Please register for the retreat and pay on line at: namnews.org.
Retreat Fee:  $65.00 all meals inclusive

You may also register by mail. Please send a check payable to NAM and mail to:
NAM – 2110 Redwood Place, Canfield, OH 44406 – Reservation deadline: March 8, 2021

For further information, please contact NAM Board Member & Retreat Coordinator:
Vera Maalouf @ vsmaalouf@gmail.com / 262-496-9807

Regina Azar
who died on February 21, 2021
Eternal rest grant unto her, O 
Lord, and may perpetual light 

shine upon her.

The Year of St. Joseph
12/08/20 – 12/08/21

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING FOLLOW-UP

Thanks to all who presented and attended the 
annual Church meeting last Sunday.

As a follow up to the meeting here are the links 
to the PowerPoint that was presented at the 
meeting as well as the year-end financials for 
the Church and the Foundation.

Annual Meeting Presentation
Year-End Financials

We encourage you to please send any questions 
or comments you may have about anything from 
the meeting last week, the financials, or the 10 
year draft strategic plan (slides 34 to 40 of the 
PowerPoint) to questions@stelias.org. We will 
continue to respond to the questions and take 
into consideration your comments as we move 
forward.



ORGANIZATIONS

• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYA: No scheduled events this week.
• SEMA: ZOOM Meeting @7:30 PM Sunday, 

February 28 to discuss “I Heard God Laugh.”
• MMSE (Men’s Group): No scheduled events 

this week
• Ladies’ Altar Society: 10:00 AM Liturgy, Wed., 

March 3, followed by Lenten Talk by Father 
Vu in the Church (livestreamed) and lunch in 
the hall.

• MCF Classes: Meet at 9:15 every Sunday. 
• Pastoral Council: No scheduled events this 

week.
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We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia Shalhoop, 
Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby, Cindy Blankenship, 
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone, Louise Josof, and 
Ghazi Abikhaled.

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick 
unless it is specifically requested to be on the Sick 
List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our prayer list.

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia Shalhoop, 
Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby, Cindy Blankenship, 
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone, Louise Josof, and 
Ghazi Abikhaled.

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick 
unless it is specifically requested to be on the Sick 
List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our prayer list.

If you are suffering from the Corona Virus or if you 
know someone suffering from it, please reach out to 
us so we can pray for you. We will keep your 
information private if you ask.

---Abouna Peter

To register for the COVID-19 Vaccine, 
Click Here and fill out the Jefferson County, Alabama 
Vaccination Self-Registration Form.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
February 21, 2021: $4,205.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St.
Elias and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule
it once and you are done.

NEW OPPORTUNITY

Interested in Babysitting?

If you are a high school or college student 
and you want to earn some extra cash, 
babysitting is a wonderful way to do it. 
There are parishioners at St. Elias who are 
always in need of a babysitter and would 
welcome a fellow parishioner to do the job.
Contact Rosa-Marie at 205-251-5057, 
ext. 2 to add your name to the list.

Note to those interested in hiring a 
babysitter:  St. Elias will not do background 
checks and is making no statement as to the 
qualities, character or dependability of the 
babysitter. We will only supply the list of 
available babysitters as information to 
parishioners interested in using other 
parishioners as babysitters

Lector Schedule – March 6-7
Saturday,  5:00 PM:    Anthony Bolus
Sunday, 8:00 AM:     Joe Wehby
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Maron Boohaker



EASTER LILIES

I would like a lily placed on the altar at Easter,

Lilies are $10 each and can be purchased by sending a check to the 
Church Office, Attn: Rosa-Marie or by contacting LaVonne Williamson 
@205-936-9569. Please order by March 26, 2021 so we have time to 
purchase and place them on the altar.

(Church mailing address: 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, AL 35205)

In honor of:

In memory of:

Purchased by:
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To place an ad
In the bulletin

Contact
Jimmy Mezrano

jimmy.mezrano@cadencebank.com.

LET US
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT

JAN JOSEPH @josephjandd@aol.com

MCF Classes
9:15 AM

Every Sunday
Come learn about 

your Maronite 
Catholic Faith

To donate
flowers for
the altar,

Contact LaVonne 
Williamson

lavonne.w@att.net

MMSE 
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker

mjboohakermph@gmail.com

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

3320 2ND AVE. S.
205.324.9521

712 20TH AVE.
205.758.8621

221 INDUSTRIAL PKWY.
205.663.1336

1271 GADSDEN HWY.
205.655.0001

Carlo H. Joseph
205-365-4796

cjoseph@vwsupply.com


