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Liturgy Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 8:00 am

NOTE: Daily liturgy on Wednesday is now at 12:00 Noon 
Holy Days: 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Liturgy Intentions and Lector Schedules

Saturday, February 20, 2021, 5:00 pm: Lector: Anthony Bolus
Intention: Louis, Billie and Margaret Shaia (Req. by the Butrus Family)

Sunday, February 21, 2021, 8:00 am: Lector:  Joe Wehby
Intention: Charlotte Zarzaur – 9 Day (Req. by The Family)
Intention: Jacob & Ida Butrus (Req. by the Butrus Family)

, 2010:30 am: Lector:  Sidney Wehby
Intention: Joseph E. Garnem & Takla Aboujaoude  (Req. By Antoine &

Zmorrod Garnem

Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday, February 22, 2021: George Stephen (Req. by Janice Toner, Elaine Kassouf & Omra Kassouf)
Tuesday, February 23, 2021: Sadie Joseph (Req. by Alan & Connie Kettler)
Wednesday, February 24, 2021, NOON: Mary Ann Dennis & Carolyn Namie (Req. by Sam Maalouf & family)
Thursday, February 25, 2021: Mrs. Mountaha Badawi (mother of Chorbishop Alfred Badawi)
Friday, February 26, 2021: Deceased of the Joseph & Saada Kassouf Family (Req. by the family)
Saturday, February 27, 2021, 5:00 PM: Charles Boackle (Req. by the family)
Sunday, February 28, 2021, 8:00 AM: Sadie Joseph (Req. by Norman & Lisa Bolus)
Sunday, February 28, 2021, 10:30 AM: Salim & Maheba Wehby Family (Req. by the Wehby family)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.



From the Desk of Abouna Peter
What do we call it? 

(Part 1)
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We love to talk about how the Church is diverse. Though we are united in 
one faith, there are many different Churches which have a different way of 
expressing that same faith. One of the most important ways that the 
uniqueness of each Church is expressed is through the words that we use.

For example, in the Roman Catholic Church, they gather every Sunday to 
offer the Eucharist just like we do. They call this sacrifice the Mass. In Rome 
they spoke Latin; therefore we would expect the word Mass to come from a 
Latin word. Indeed it does. This word is taken from Missa, meaning “sent,” 
which comes from the last line of the Latin Mass, “Ite, Missa est.” This word is 
used to remind the faithful that they are sent as apostles to preach the Gospel 
to the world.

The Byzantine Church, which developed in Greek-speaking Byzantium has 
another term for the same sacrifice: divine liturgy. Liturgy comes from the 
Greek word: leitourgia which means something like public work. This divine 
liturgy is a work of God because it is Christ offering himself to God the Father. 
It is also a work of the people because we get to participate in that sacrifice 
here on earth every time we attend the liturgy. 

Maybe you can guess what’s coming next. If the Romans use a Latin word 
to describe their Sunday service, and the Byzantines use a Greek word to 
describe their Sunday service, what word do Maronites use? Many of us use the 
word “Mass” because it is familiar and everyone else knows what we are talking 
about when we use that word. It is also conveniently only one syllable long. 
However, every time we borrow a word from another tradition to express our 
own, we lose an opportunity to really take possession of our Maronite tradition. 
Some of you have noticed that I like to use the word “liturgy.” That’s because 
the term is a neutral word which has been used across many traditions, and 
people still know what I’m talking about when I use it.

Nevertheless, there must be a word which comes specifically from the 
Syriac tradition. Well, there is. That word is Quorbono.

Tune in to next week’s letter to learn about the meaning of this word and 
why it is so important to our tradition.
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Following are the Eparchy’s guidelines for Lent:
• Ash Monday and Good Friday are days of 

abstinence for all Catholics over the age of 
14. On those 2 days, fast as well as 
abstinence is also obligatory for those from 
the ages of 18-59.

• Abstinence means abstinence from 
meat and meat products. 

• Fast means no food from midnight-
noon except plain water.

• All Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence 
from meat. Fasting from midnight – noon 
daily is optional.

• On the Fridays of Lent, we will have Stations 
of the Cross at 7:00pm.

"Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our 
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil; May 
God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince of the 
Heavenly Host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and 
all evil spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of 
souls. Amen."

Wednesday Lenten Nights of Reflection

Ramsho service will begin at 7:00 PM 
followed by a reflection on different ways to 
pray. Join us in church or from home via live-
stream on the following dates:

• February 24
• March 3
• March 10

Annual Parish Meeting
This year’s annual meeting will be on February 21st at 5:00 p.m. by Zoom. You may attend by clicking on this 
link on Sunday at 5:00:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86937016685?pwd=N1p0V1lQLytHOVpESEhoZjgxeVByQT09. 

Or call in using the following number: 1-312-626-6799, Meeting ID: 869 3701 6685, Passcode: 851116

The link and phone number will also be sent out by email on Sunday the 21st a couple of hours before the 
meeting as a reminder. There will not be any elections as all seats on the Council were filled for a three year 
term last year. All committee reports will be given and Abouna Peter will plan to showcase the draft 10 year 
plan that the Planning Committee and Council have approved. Please plan to attend.

Because it will be very difficult and disruptive to allow anyone to speak during the presentations we will 
attempt to keep everyone muted during the meeting except for the person presenting. Please submit 
questions before, during and after the meeting to the email: questions@stelias.org. Questions in advance 
are encouraged and will take priority. We will answer as many of the questions as we can during the 
meeting but will continue to answer questions after the meeting as well by email. We will also allow 
questions at the very end verbally to the extent we have time.

Easter Lily

Please see the form on page 7 with 
instructions on how to donate a lily 
in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one. These flowers will be placed on 

the altar for Easter.  

Please note that the Wednesday liturgies 
will now be celebrated at 12:00 noon 

rather than 8:00 AM.



ORGANIZATIONS

• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYA: Weekly Bible Study,7:30pm Wednesdays
• SEMA: Lenten books in vestibule & church office.
• MMSE (Men’s Group): See note below
• Ladies’ Altar Society: No scheduled events 

this week. 
• MCF Classes: Meet at 9:15 every Sunday. 
• Pastoral Council: No scheduled events this 

week.
• ANNUAL PARISH MEETING Sunday, Feb. 21,

5:00 PM, See page 3 for links & phone #.

Lector Schedule – February 27-28
Saturday,  5:00 PM:    Phillip Wehby
Sunday, 8:00 AM:     Jim Mezrano
Sunday, 10:30 AM: Joe Harrison

The Year of St. Joseph
12/08/20 – 12/08/21
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We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia Shalhoop, 
Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby, Cindy Blankenship, 
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone, Louise Josof, and 
Ghazi Abikhaled.

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick 
unless it is specifically requested to be on the Sick 
List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our prayer list.

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia Shalhoop, 
Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby, Cindy Blankenship, 
Don Stewart, Donald Taccone, Louise Josof, and 
Ghazi Abikhaled.

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish sick 
unless it is specifically requested to be on the Sick 
List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our prayer list.

If you are suffering from the Corona Virus or if you 
know someone suffering from it, please reach out to 
us so we can pray for you. We will keep your 
information private if you ask.

---Abouna Peter

To register for the COVID-19 Vaccine, 
Click Here and fill out the Jefferson County, Alabama 
Vaccination Self-Registration Form.

Find Out Why Student Families Love OLS 
School!

Open Enrollment is going on now at Our Lady of Sorrows 
Catholic School (OLS)! Don’t miss this opportunity to find out 
how you can empower your child’s future with an affordable 
Catholic education! Visit our website at olsschool.com to 
learn about our accredited school, and discover why our 
student families love our faith-enriched community of 
learning and service. 
Applications are available online now. If your child was placed 
on a waiting list from last year, you must re-apply for the 
2021-2022 school year. Please call our school office if you 
need additional information (205) 879-3237or would like a 
personal tour. Also, don’t forget to check us out on Instagram
and Facebook! 
We are growing our children in knowledge & 
faith…Experience the Difference!

CORRECTION
Flowers on the Altar for 

February 13-14
Were donated by 

Wanda Elkourie in memory 
of

Janice Adams’ birthday.

(My apologies for not publishing it 
last week.)

CONTRIBUTIONS:
February 14, 2021: $6,442.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once
and you are done.

Please read the letter on page 5 from the Eparchy
concerning our Parish Assessment and Lenten Appeal
and consider contributing to these worthy causes if you
are able.

Thank you to Carlo Joseph for 
donating the water fountains in 

the new classroom wing!
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St. Elias Maronite Church
Pastoral Council Summary of Minutes

The Pastoral Council meeting was held on February 7, 2021

• The finance committee presented the monthly financial report. Ending bank balance was
$247,167.20 Monthly contributions and normal operating expenses remain consistent.
December was an extraordinary collection month. Thanks much. Once a year payment of
property insurance $23,738 caused the January loss.

• The annual parish meeting will be on Sunday, 2/21/2021 at 5pm by Zoom. Please make plans
to attend. There will be a call in number as well.

• The Planning Committee submitted their draft to the parish council with a multi-year plan for
spiritual and multiple facility projects as well as renovations. The mission for the initiative is
(Saint Elias Maronite Catholic Church (“Saint Elias”) is a community of supportive and loving
believers and a spiritual family that is centered around the Eucharistic Table. Saint Elias is a
place to grow spiritually, to put faith into action and to use gifts of time, talent, and treasure as
Disciples of Christ to evangelize to the world. By 2031, to better live up to this identity, Saint
Elias will strive to increase the number of active families to 400.) The draft for the 10 year
long term plan will be presented to the parish at the annual meeting.

• Maronite Adults (SEMA – Saint Elias Maronite Adults) is distributing the book by Matthew
Kelly, “I heard God Laugh”. There will be group meetings setup during lent to discuss the
book. Members 36 years plus and any MYA member wishing to participate please contact
Jackie Seeman (jackie@semaanrealty.com).

• St. Elias Men’s Group next event will be a video viewing of The Pivotal Players of the
Catholic Church by Bishop Barron on Thursday, February 18, 2021. Please contact Maron
Boohaker (mjboohakermph@gmail.com) for participation.

• Ramsho Service and talk by Abouna Peter will be in the church and live streamed on the first
four Wednesdays during Lent at 7 p.m.

• Saint Maron Feast Day Liturgy and Awards will be streamed online February 8th.

• The Festival Committee is considering moving the Festival to June due to Covid concerns and
the need to have cooking sessions in advance.

Jan 2021 Dec 2020 YTD 2021
Income $39,748 $132,356 $39,748 
Expense ($48,011) ($45,468) ($48,011)
Net ($8,263) $86,888 ($8,263)



EASTER LILLIES

I would like a lily placed on the altar at Easter,

Lillies are $10 each and can be purchased by sending a check to the 
Church Office, Attn: Rosa-Marie or by contacting LaVonne Williamson 
@205-936-9569. Please order by March 26, 2021 so we have time to 
purchase and place them on the altar.

(Church mailing address: 836 8th Street South, Birmingham, AL 35205)

In honor of:

In memory of:

Purchased by:
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To place an ad
In the bulletin

Contact
Jimmy Mezrano

jimmy.mezrano@cadencebank.com.

LET US
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LADIES’ ALTAR SOCIETY, CONTACT

JAN JOSEPH @josephjandd@aol.com

MCF Classes
9:15 AM

Every Sunday
Come learn about 

your Maronite 
Catholic Faith

To donate
flowers for
the altar,

Contact LaVonne 
Williamson

lavonne.w@att.net

MMSE 
(Maronite Men of St. Elias)
Men of Prayer and Action

For St. Elias and the Community.
Contact: Maron Boohaker

mjboohakermph@gmail.com

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS
BIRMINGHAM

3320 2ND AVE. S.
205.324.9521

TUSCALOOSA
712 20TH AVE.

205.758.8621
PELHAM

221 INDUSTRIAL PKWY.
205.663.1336

TRUSSVILLE
1271 GADSDEN HWY.

205.655.0001

www.vwsupply.com

Carlo H. Joseph
205-365-4796

cjoseph@vwsupply.com


