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Liturgy Schedule

Saturday 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am and 10:30 am

Daily 8:00 am Holy Days 6:00 pm (vigil) and 8:00 am
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 pm or anytime upon request.

Lector Schedules

Saturday, January 16, 2021, 5:00 pm: Lector: Anthony Bolus
Intention:  Father Richard (Req. by The Parishioners of St. Elias)

Sunday, January 17, 2021, 8:00 am: Lector: Jim Mezrano
Intention:  Alex & Lucile Shaia (Req. by The Shaia Family)

, 2010:30 am: Lector: Paul Bolus
Intention: Father Richard (Req. by The Parishioners of St. Elias)

Liturgy Schedule & Intentions
Daily Liturgy at 8:00 AM unless noted.

Monday, January 18, 2021: John Pierre Anthony & Catherine Snow Engagement
(Req. by Lillian Anthony)

Tuesday, January 19, 2021: George Bakhache - 40 Day Liturgy (Req, by Renee Bahakel)
Wednesday, January 20, 2021: Our Country (The Parishioners of St. Elias)
Thursday, January 21, 2021: Vincent Lucia (Req. by Michael Gray)
Friday, January 22, 2021: Herbert Bolus (Req. by Rosa-Marie Sacco)
Saturday, January 23, 2021, 5:00 PM: Helen Nasser (Req. by Paul & Theresa Bolus)

Sadie Joseph 40-Day Liturgy (Req. by Joseph Family)
Sunday, January 24, 2021, 8:00 AM: Sadie Egeland – Anniversary (Req. by the Egeland Family)
Sunday, January 25, 2021, 10:30 AM: Amal Barroody – Anniversary (Req. by the Barroody Family)

A paper copy of the bulletin is available upon request.



Well I think for me the Pastor’s Corner should 
first say what great importance Christmas was 
this year.

We still think of it as we go so fast now through 
the Season of Epiphany. I hope that everyone 
will live in it because it is a great time between 
Christmas and Easter.

For me it means that what we have to do is 
learn to use the gifts that we have been given 
by the Lord.

It is special that on my birthday this year I will 
begin my retirement. I will be with you here 
always and will help in any way I can.

I want to thank the MCF children and teachers 
who are doing great and for their special gift to 
me – a memory book from the children.

What a great send-off for me to have the Bishop 
here with us.  Whenever we have him it is 
always a gift. 

For me, this is my last Pastor’s Corner. Abouna 
Peter will continue to lead us.

May God continue to bless our community of 
St. Elias.
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Pastor’s Corner

The Year of St. Joseph
12/08/20 – 12/08/21

Retirement Celebration Weekend for 
Chorbishop Richard Saad

Schedule & Protocols

5:00 Saturday, January 16
• Liturgy celebrated by Father Richard and

Bishop Elias:
• Program immediately following

liturgy in church;
• For the safety of all, masks will be

required at all times in the church;
• Attendance in the church will be on a

first come, first served basis;
• Once the church is full, ushers will

escort you to the hall for
livestreaming;

• The liturgy and program will be
livestreamed.

10:30 Sunday, January 17
• Liturgy celebrated by Father Richard and

Bishop Elias which will be livestreamed:
• Immediately following, in the church

hall, a Parish and Public Open
Reception honoring Chorbishop
Richard until 2:30pm;

• All attendees must wear masks at all
times;

• The number of people allowed at one
time in the hall will be limited by
holding people at the entrances if the
crowd exceeds current safe capacity
at any one time;

• Proper social distancing inside the
church hall and while in line to enter
if necessary will be enforced
throughout the reception (6 feet
apart);

• No food or drink will be allowed to be
consumed as part of the reception
but guests will be given a box of
Lebanese sweets and a prayer card as
a thank you for attending.

We are blessed to have 
Bishop Elias Zaidan 
with us this weekend to 
celebrate Father 
Richard’s retirement. 



From the Desk of Abouna Peter
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I haven’t known Father Richard for very long. The first time I really met him
was on the other side of the world on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. It’s
interesting because even though I’ve only known him for a little over a year, I
share many experiences with him that I cannot say I share with many other
people. We touched the waters of the Jordan River together. We marveled at the
place where the annunciation happened. We touched the spot where Jesus was
born, where he died, and where he ascended into heaven. When we returned
from that trip, we had no idea what the Holy Spirit had in store for us.

Later that year I found out that I would be assigned to St. Elias Maronite
Church in Birmingham, Alabama. The pastor there had a familiar name:
Chorbishop Richard D. Saad. I can’t help but think that the Holy Spirit wanted us
to get to know each other on that trip because He knew the plans He had for us.
Little signs like that remind us that everything is part of a bigger plan which God
has in mind.

I want to thank Father Richard for who he is as a person, and for the many
ways he has been an instrument in God’s hands. His love for this community has
been relentless. I know because sometimes I have a hard time keeping up with his
pace. Father Richard has done a lot to make this community what it is today and
to help it flourish. We naturally measure love in actions and Father Richard has
many that we can point to as proof of his care for this community.

However, it is not right to only measure love in actions. Love is often most
powerfully manifested in what we don’t do. Waiting can be love. Patience can be
love. Most importantly, letting go can be love. Any parent who has sent a child off
to college knows what this kind of love is. I’d like to propose that for a priest,
retirement should be understood as this kind of love. A priest lives as a part of a
community and spends himself for the good of that community. Then God calls
him to let go of the very thing that he loves so much and has given himself to.
That final action is a beautiful capstone for a lifelong ministry of love. Father
Richard is not leaving us or abandoning us. Rather, his retirement is a climactic
expression of love for this church. Our response can be a simple expression in
return: “We love you too, Father Richard.”

Thank You, Father Richard



ORGANIZATIONS

• JR. MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYO: No scheduled events this week.
• MYA: Weekly Bible Study, 7:30pm Wednesdays.
• SEMA: ZOOM Meeting, January 20th, 6:00 PM.
• MMSE (Men’s Group): Webinar: Winning Them 

Back; Thursday, January 21, 6:30PM
• Ladies’ Altar Society: No scheduled events this 

week.
• MCF Classes: Meet at 9:15 every Sunday. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS:
January 10, 2021: $7,110.00

To set up your Online Giving, CLICK HERE. A link is
also available at the Saint Elias website:
www.stelias.org. Please take a couple of minutes now
and sign up for this convenient way to give to St. Elias
and also to Lebanon Relief. You can schedule it once
and you are done.

Some upcoming expenses:
• New Rectory;
• Repurpose current rectory;
• New roofs needed on current rectory and both 

schoolroom wings;
• Masonry work to fix leaks coming in through the 

walls;
• Upgrade old schoolrooms with new paint and 

flooring;
• New doors for the church hall.

And so much more if we have the funds.

Thanks so much for your consideration. A Blessed 
New Year to you all.

We Pray for the Sick
Please pray for our parish sick: Georgia 
Shalhoop, Gatha Brand, Josephine Wehby, 
Cindy Blankenship, Don Stewart, Donald 
Taccone, and Louise Josof.

St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish 
sick unless it is specifically requested to be on 
the Sick List. Call 251-5057, ext. 3, to be on our 
prayer list.

We Pray for the Sick
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St. Elias WILL NOT list the name of our parish 
sick unless it is specifically requested to be on 
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Bulletin Ads Coming in 2021

Beginning January 2021, you will be able to 
buy a business ad for the weekly bulletin. 
This is your chance to let your fellow 
parishioners know about the services you 
provide.  It also gives your Church family a 
listing of the best places to do business.

See page 6 for prices and ad sizes and more 
info on how to place your 2021 ad.

If you are suffering from the Corona 
Virus or if you know someone suffering 
from it, please reach out to us so we 
can pray for you. We will keep your 
information private if you ask.

---Father Richard & Abouna Peter

National Apostolate of Maronites 
Spiritual Lenten Retreat 
Saturday - March 20, 2021 

Basilica and National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Lebanon, North Jackson, OH 

(See detail on page 5)

3 Vindicate the weak and fatherless;
Do justice to the afflicted and destitute.
4 Rescue the weak and needy;
Save them from the hand of the wicked.

--Psalm 82: vs. 3-4 (NASB)

Lector Schedule – January 23-24
Saturday, 1/23/21, 5:00 PM: Phillip Wehby
Sunday,   1/24/21, 8:00 AM:  Joe Wehby
Sunday,   1/24/21, 10:30 AM:  Sidney Wehby
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• Ads will begin in January 2021.
• Ads must be purchased for six months (26 weeks) or a year (52 

weeks);
• You may pay for your ad using the online giving site that you use for 

your weekly contributions. There will be a button for Bulletin Ads.
• Send your copy (business card or other ad) to Rosa-Marie Sacco at the 

St. Elias Church Office, 836 8th Street, South, Birmingham, AL 35205 
along with information on the size ad you want.

• If there are any issues with the ad, Rosa-Marie or Jimmy Mezrano will 
contact you to resolve them.

• We are giving first rights to parishioners. If all ad space is not sold, we 
will invite non-parishioners to place ads.
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SMALL
1 ½” x ¾”

LARGE     
3” x 1 ½”                

MEDIUM
1 ½” Square 

ST. ELIAS BULLETIN AD SPACE

Ad Size Parishioner 
Cost

Non-Parishioner 
Cost

Small Ad (22 spots)
For 52 weeks $520.00 $780.00 
For 26 weeks $390.00 $520.00 

Medium Ad (5 
spots)
For 52 weeks $780.00 $1,040.00 
For 26 weeks $520.00 $650.00 

Large Ad (7 spots)
For 52 weeks $1,040.00 $1,300.00 
For 26 weeks $650.00 $780.00 


